VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
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5099 Fairview Avenue

Designation of a Historic Landmark

Scott Williams
Planner

REQUEST
The Village is seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the train station located at 5099 Fairview Avenue
based on the criteria that the property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage, and cultural
characteristics of the community and is a source of civic pride and identity for the community.

NOTICE
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION
OWNER/:
APPLICANT

Village of Downers Grove
801 Burlington Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
BUILDING DATE:
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:
EXISTING BUILDING USE:
PROPERTY SIZE:
PIN:

Cottage
1916
Fairview Train Station
Fairview Train Station
790 square feet
09-09-502-002 & -003

ANALYSIS
SUBMITTALS
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community
Development:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Application/Petition for Public Hearing
Project Summary
Certificate of Acknowledgement Form
Historic Landmark Information Form
Project Narrative
Book Excerpt
Newspaper Articles
Photographs
Fredenhagen Platted Subdivision
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Village of Downers Grove is seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the Fairview train station
located at 5099 Fairview Avenue under criteria 12.302.B.1 and 12.302.B.6 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance. The station is a notable local landmark due to its function and association with the
development of Downers Grove.
The Fairview Train Station was constructed in 1916 and was designed and built by the staff of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad replacing the first station built in 1890. The railroad impacted
the development of Downers Grove by bringing residents, supplies, and even the Sears homes. The area
south of the tracks in close proximity to the train station site was called East Grove and was part
of the Fredenhagen Subdivision settled by Victor Fredenhagen in the 1850’s. As one of the first
realtors and operator of a large diary farm, he offered free rides on the railroad and unlimited milk to
attract buyers. The original name of “East Grove Station” was changed in 1918 to avoid confusion with
the Main Street Station.
Towards the end of the 19th century, shifting immigration patterns were reflected in Downers Grove with
the construction of St. Mary of Gostyn Catholic Church founded by settlers from Gostyn, Poland in 1891.
For the dedication, two twelve-car trains brought Catholics from Chicago who marched behind a band to
the church north on Fairview.
The station’s high gambrel roof over the station master’s quarters in the second floor, canopy on the track
side, and masonry construction was meant to convey a rural image of the town by making the station
resemble a cottage. This was in keeping with the community’s image as a healthy alternative from city
life. Small weekend-getaway vacation cottages were for sale as an escape for those wishing to enjoy
parks and trees.
Highlighting the importance of the railroad as the lifeblood of the community is the snowstorm of 1918.
The entire town was shut-down with deliveries of coal, milk, and mail halted. Every able-bodied resident
was pressed into service to clear the railroad and allow for the town to be resupplied.
The station itself has stayed mostly the same except for the canopy extension and interior renovations.
Up until 1977, Maxine Loftus, a station agent, was living in the second story of the station. The story of
her providing cookies and coffee to commuters not only represents the transit gateway aspect of the
station, but also showcases Downers Grove residents’ sense of community. Over the years, a small
commercial area has also developed around the train station and this Fairview Concentrated Business
District is considered the second downtown of Downers Grove.
COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
Additional information regarding the request is outlined in the attached narrative letter and photographs.
The Village would like to thank the Friends of the Edwards House and the Downers Grove Historical
Society for their assistance in preparing this application.
Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, Landmark Designation Criteria #1 and 6 as described below.
Section 12.302.A.
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and
The train station was constructed 1916. This standard is met.
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Section 12.302.B
That one or more of the following conditions exist:
1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
The East Grove area of the community would not have developed without the railroad and associated
train station. The current train station has served residents and visitors since 1916. The structure is a
significant value to the community. This criteria is met.
2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
This criteria does not apply.
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.
6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
The train station is a gateway for the community and the center of our second downtown. The
cottage-style appearance is a reminder of Historic Downers Grove bucolic qualities. It is a source of
civic pride. This criteria is met.
7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 5099 Fairview Avenue.
Staff Report Approved By:

___________________________

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development
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