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REQUEST 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 1324 Maple Avenue based on the 
criteria that the property has significant value for the following reasons: 1) is part of the historic characteristics of 
the community; 2) was owned by a person of historic significance to the nation, 3) represents the notable work of 
a master builder. 
 
NOTICE 
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

OWNER/ David and Joan Kresl 
APPLICANT: 1324 Maple Avenue 
 Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Georgian 
BUILDING DATE:  1936                                                                 
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 
EXISTING BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence 
PROPERTY SIZE:  20,109 square feet (0.46 acre) 
PINS:    09-07-408-011 and 09-07-408-012  

                                    
ANALYSIS 

 
SUBMITTALS 
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community 
Development: 
 

1. Application/Petition for Public Hearing 
2. Project Narrative 
3. Certificate of Acknowledgement Form 
4. Historic Landmark Information Form 
5. Photographs 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 1324 Maple Avenue 
under criteria 12.302 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Based on the information submitted, the 
property qualifies to be landmarked under the following multiple criteria: 

• the property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of the 
community. 

• the property was owned and occupied by a person of historic significance to the community.    
• representation of a notable work of a master builder 

 
The two-story Georgian house with a basement was constructed in 1936 as part of a national architectural 
competition held by General Electric. The competition was in response to the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair, 
in an effort to showcase new innovations in home construction. The house was built as part of the model 
home project undertaken by General Electric in partnership with the Federal Housing Authority. The 
selected “New American” homes featured modern design and open layout for contemporary living as well 
as advanced appliances for higher living standards. The house at 1324 Maple Avenue was one of the 
seven homes built and the only one in Downers Grove, significantly contributing to the history of the 
community. The ground breaking ceremony for the house was attended by the Mayor of Downers Grove. 
 
The house was constructed by J.T. Schless Construction Co., the same builder of the Tivoli Theatre. The 
Tivoli Theatre first opened on Christmas Day in 1928 and was the second theatre in the country to open 
with sound movies, remaining a building of great significance to the community. In addition to homes, 
the Schless Construction Company was responsible for building major commercial buildings and 
community service projects such as schools, churches and shipyard in the Chicago area. The Company 
contributed buildings to “The Century of Progress Exposition” in Chicago in 1933 and again in 1939 for 
the New York World’s Fair.  
 
Over the past 81 years, seven families have lived in the home including a person of historic significance 
to the nation. The third owner of the house, Dr. William P. Jesse (1881-1984) was an eminent scientist 
who lived in the house between 1950 to 1974. He was a research associate at the University of Chicago’s 
Metallurgical Laboratory during the Manhattan Project. Dr. Jesse moved on to the Argonne National 
Laboratory where he began making accurate measurements of W, the energy required to produce an ion 
pair. A result of this research is known as the "Jesse Effect and Related Phenomena”. He was a pioneer in 
the field of physics with several major contributions in the area of research. He was honored with a 
symposium for his contribution sponsored by the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission at Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee in 1973. 
 
Based on the information provided by the petitioner, the front façade of the house has remain unchanged 
during the history of this house including the color. The primary materials for the house are brick and 
concrete block with a gabled slate tile roof and original copper gutters.  
 
COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 
The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter, excerpts from books, newspaper 
articles and photographs.  The petitioner will further address the proposal and justification to support the 
requested landmark designation at the public hearing.  
 
Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria.  Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and 
Section 12.302.B, as described below. 
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Section 12.302.A. 
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old, in whole or in part, or is under fifty (50) 
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its 
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and  
The house was constructed in 1936 and is 81 years old.  This standard is met. 
                   
Section 12.302.B 
That one or more of the following conditions exist: 
1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of 

the community, county, State or Nation; 
Staff finds that the property has significant value as part of the historic characteristics of the 
community. The house was one of seven model homes in the General Electric national architectural 
competition, and featured modern innovations including convenient layout and advanced appliances. 
It was featured in the 1935 edition of the Downers Grove ‘Reporter’. This criteria has been met. 

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community, 
county, State or Nation; 

 Staff finds the property was built and owned by a person of historic significance to the nation.  Dr. 
William P. Jesse was an eminent scientist who lived in the house. He was a research associate at the 
University of Chicago’s Metallurgical Laboratory during the Manhattan Project and contributed 
significantly through scientific research including the discovery of the "Jesse Effect and Related 
Phenomena” in 1952. This criteria has been met. 

 
3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style, 

type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 
 This criteria does not apply. 
 
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose 

individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation; 
Staff finds that this property represents notable work of J.T. Schless, a master builder.  Mr. Schless 
was a prominent builder in Downers Grove who was responsible for a variety of residential and 
commercial buildings in the village and DuPage County.  His notable work includes the Tivoli 
Theatre that still stands at 5021 Highland Avenue.  Additionally, he was involved with the Chicago 
Exposition of 1933 and the New York World’s fair in 1939.  Mr. Schless contributed to the 
development of the community. This criteria is met. 

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory. 
This criteria does not apply. 

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community. 
This criteria does not apply. 

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places. 
This criteria does not apply. 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT 

Staff has not received any inquiry from the public regarding the proposal at this time. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation.  Based on 
the findings above, staff recommends that the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive 
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 1324 Maple Avenue. 

 
Staff Report Approved By: 

 
___________________________ 
Stan Popovich, AICP 
Director of Community Development  
 
SP:sp 
-att 
P:\P&CD\PROJECTS\ADRB\PROJECTS\2017 Petitions\17-ADR-0011 - 1324 Maple\Staff Report 17-ADR-0011 1324 Maple Avenue.doc 
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