
Future of the Downtown Committee 
Meeting Summary (Meeting #2) 
 
Meeting Date/Time:  March 9, 2018 / 11:00am to 12:45pm 
 
Meeting Location:  Downers Grove Public Library 
 
Members in Attendance:  Graham Mosey, Phil Stromberg, Willis Johnson, Paul Baker, Paul 
Glover, Allison Heverin, Drew Mitchell 
 
Staff in attendance:  Linda Kunze, Erin Venezia, Mike Baker 
 
Members absent:  Leslie Rinaudo, Jonathan Kaufman, Connie Nicholson 
 
Meeting Notes: 
M. Baker introduced the agenda and provided a brief review of the Committee’s purpose and 
progress to date.  Discussion for this meeting will focus around two key questions: 1) What are 
the future downtown needs (service, infrastructure & operational) and 2) How should they be 
prioritized?  As a reminder, this Committee is here to engage in discussion that will serve as 
basis for a tangible and specific Village planning document to be prepared at a critical time with 
expiration of TIF and SSA.  A future-focused mindset is important and this process will create a 
valuable record, with meeting summaries to accompany the report and recommendations.  The 
report will be prepared by Village staff based on input from this Committee and in coordination 
with the Downtown Management Corporation.  
 
What are the future Downtown needs?  
P. Baker indicated that when he talk to friends about this topic, every single person answers 
parking. A. Heverin indicated that every single time, when she asks this question, parking is also 
the common response.  There are two distinct needs, people who enjoy the downtown and 
commuters.  Finding parking as a commuter can be a daily stress unless you have a parking 
permit.  It can be a disincentive for people to move into Downers Grove because they know 
about the parking situation.  
 
G. Mosey stated that parking has been identified it as a need in the Comprehensive Plan. There 
are many specific needs in many areas throughout the Downtown.  It is important to engage 
with Metra on this topic.  L. Kunze stated that Glen Ellyn has 1,400 spaces on north side, 1,800 
on the south side and is building two new parking decks.  The business owners hear from 
customers on a daily basis about this issue.  Parking challenges have increased due to the loss 
of the Main & Maple lot and the Subway/medical building lot not allowing public parking. M. 
Baker indicated that he would provide a link to the  2011 Parking Study.  
 
G. Mosey stated that before we can go any further, we have to address parking challenges.  We 
can’t pursue more development or more restaurants.  This is priority number one in my opinion.  
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http://www.downers.us/res/traffic/2011-downtown-parking-study


W. Johnston indicated that it takes a long time to make it happen.  D. Mitchell said that the 
Village is so fortunate to have a parking problem.  I love the idea of going below grade.  This 
(Library lot)  is ground zero for a good part of the downtown and would be curious about other 
potential locations.  G. Mosey stated that potential sites include the Library lot, the public lots 
between Main and Forest on either side of the tracks and the area tied into the Tivoli block. 
 
G. Mosey indicated that it may be desirable to identify a certain set of properties and temporarily 
construct surface lots until site can be redeveloped.  W. Johnson suggested potential 
arrangements with Metra that would relocate downtown commuter parking to Fairview or 
Belmont.  A. Heverin stated that express train access to the city for residents around the 
downtown is a significant factor and people would be upset about reducing the number of 
express trains from Downtown Downers Grove.  G. Mosey stated that Downtown Management 
informally  monitors business activity from commuters and believes that the impact is minimal at 
best, which is a reason why many shops close at 5pm.  There is also development potential 
around Belmont. D. Mitchell suggested that fees be adjusted to discount parking at Belmont and 
make it more expensive in the Downtown. 
 
W. Johnson said that one of the most important things is a sustainable funding source for the 
Downtown Management Corporation.  There has to be legislative action taken for the current 
funding source to continue.  I feel very good about using an SSA.  Merchants would be willing to 
pay an additional tax.  G. Mosey said that the whole concept of the SSA was to help create a 
vibrant downtown.  The SSA and those involved in it have succeeded.  How do we fund, 
educate and keep it going?  Downtown Downers Grove has a plan, that in itself is an asset.  We 
have to be aggressive as a committee and fund the needs properly. There is a value to owning 
and renting in Downtown Downers Grove.  P. Baker indicated that some people will feel better 
seeing a plan and knowing how tax dollars are being invested.  
 
M. Baker asked if there are any other needs that people want to bring up.  P. Baker indicated 
that safety and determining whether the downtown has optimal traffic flow is important.  The 
Downtown is different than it was in the 90s.  Belmont underpass wasn’t in existence at that 
time.   G. Mosey stated that it’s important to provide information and materials to educate and 
create awareness. W. Johnson inquired about potential Washington Street crossing 
improvements and the opportunity to consider an underpass that may coincide with 
redevelopment of the Village Hall property. P. Baker stated that an underpass would cause 
Washington to become a main thoroughfare. W. Johnson said that it is important to be 
well-informed on what the VIllage is planning, so that we can react ahead of time.  
 
How Should the Needs Be Prioritized?  
P. Baker said that the other needs don’t matter if you don’t have the parking problems solved. G. 
Mosey said that parking is priority number one because it ties into growth. D. Mitchell said that 
there are creative ways to solve parking problems.  P. Baker suggested a partnership with Uber 
as a solution. D. Mitchell said that if, as a resident, you have access to zip car, you may 
eliminate a second car.  The concept of car sharing is working in other places.  P. Glover stated 
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it’s my understanding is that parking is passé.  Car ownership will drop dramatically in the years 
to come. People moving in will not own the same number of vehicles.  D. Mitchell advised that 
the Village should be careful about pursuing massive capital investment with changing 
behaviors regarding the use of vehicles.  How do we encourage people to come to the 
Downtown but discourage cars. 
 
W. Johnson said that the number one priority is keeping Downtown Management together in 
some form or another so that we have the ability to continue to serve as an ombudsman.  
D. Mitchell stated that the Burlington Station project would not have happened without the 
Downtown Management Corporation and it is paramount that the organization survives.  
W. Johnson said that we have to convince the Village Council.  M. Baker indicated that this 
Council will receive and begin discussing the report and recommendations, but it will most likely 
be a future Council, after the 2019 election, that actually makes a decision regarding any 
potential SSA extension.  P. Glover said that focusing on the SSA extension is putting the cart 
before the horse and it’s important to educate the residents about why they should support it.  
 
G. Mosey said that he is a big proponent of education and awareness regarding the SSA; how it 
began and why; how and why it succeeded; why we want it to continue and why we’re 
proposing it.  P. Glover said that if you’re talking about residents within SSA, parking is not an 
issue.  We’ve got our space allocated and we get to walk to downtown.  This may be primarily 
the businesses priority.  P. Baker said that if businesses cannot survive due to unmet parking 
needs, that will negatively impact residents.   P. Glover said that I would disagree that parking is 
the top priority.  Long-term, parking is not the residents’ primary interest.  We’re surveying our 
HOA board and going to contact other associations and make sure they’re tracking this process.  
D. Mitchell indicated that the residents represent an important constituency and Paul as a 
representative on the Committee will help shape what that education and awareness looks like.  
 
M. Baker said that the next meeting, to be held on April 13 would focus on the question of “Who 
pays for the cost of the needs and why?”  
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