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DOWNERS GROVE LIQUOR COMMISSION
VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

801 BURLINGTON AVENUE

Thursday, April 9, 2015 

I. CALL TO ORDER

Staff called the April 9, 2015 Liquor Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

PRESENT:  Ms. Fregeau, Mr. Jacobson, Ms. King, Mr. Krusenoski

ABSENT: Mr. Austin, Mr. Clary, Chairman Strelau

STAFF: Assistant Village Attorney Dawn Didier, Liaison to the Liquor Commission
Carol Kuchynka

OTHERS: Robert Butterfield, Susan Lutz, Mukund Patel, Dakshesh Patel, Jay Nagy, Nick
Nagy, David Yob, Mark Hedrick, Court Reporter

III. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEM

In the absence of Chairman Strelau, staff  requested a motion to appoint a Chairman Pro Tem for
the meeting.

MS. FREGEAU  MOVED TO APPOINT MR. KRUSENOSKI TO ACT AS CHAIRMAN
PRO TEM FOR THE APRIL 9, 2015 LIQUOR COMMISSION MEETING.   MR.
JACOBSON SECONDED.

VOTE: Aye: Ms. Fregeau, Mr. Jacobson, Ms. King, Mr. Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0

Motion Carried.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for approval of the minutes for the February 5, 2015 Liquor
Commission meeting and asked members if there were any corrections, changes or additions.

Hearing no changes, the February 5, 2015 minutes of the Liquor Commission meeting were approved as
written.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski reminded those present that this evening's meeting was being recorded on
Village-owned equipment.  Staff was present to keep minutes for the record and a court reporter was
present taking the minutes verbatim.  



V. REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN FLOOR PLAN/OPERATION

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski made the following statements:

"The next order of business is to conduct a public hearing for a request of floor plan change and change in
focus of operation.  For the benefit of all present, I would like to state that this Commission does not
determine the granting or denial of such requests.  We may at the end of each hearing, make a finding or
recommendation or may adjourn the hearing to a later date in order to have benefit of further
information."

"At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commission will summarize its findings and determine any
recommendations it wishes to make to the Liquor Commissioner."

"The Liquor Commissioner, who is the Mayor of Downers Grove, will render final decisions regarding
the requests."

"Hearings by this Commission are held according to the following format: 1) reading of information
pertinent to the request, 2) comments from the licensee, 3) comments from the public, 4) discussion by
the Commission, and 5) motion and finding by the Commission."

Jay Maharaj Corporation d/b/a Stop 24

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that the next order of business was a hearing for Jay Maharaj
Corporation d/b/a Stop 24, located at 6400 B Woodward Avenue.  He stated that the licensee is seeking a
floor plan change and change in the focus of operation for their existing Class “P-1”, full alcohol, off-
premise consumption liquor license.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant to step forward and
be seated.  He asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record,
indicate their affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter.

Mr. Mukund Patel and Mr. Dakshesh Patel were sworn in by the court reporter.  Mr. Dakshesh Patel
introduced himself as the president of Stop 24.  Mr. Mukund Patel introduced himself as the vice
president of Stop 24.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked the licensee to explain their request for change in operation and
floor plan.   Mr. Dakshesh Patel stated that they are currently operating as a convenience store with a
liquor license.  He stated that convenience store sales have become sluggish and felt that operating as a
liquor store would better to operate.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for comments from the Commission.

Ms. King welcomed them and thanked them for continuing their business in Downers Grove.  She stated
that they have a good control buy record and have asked if they have operated it since then.  Mr. Mukund
Patel stated that they took over and have been operating since 1992.  She asked how they have been so
successful in passing tests.  Mr. Mukund Patel replied that they ask for identification and scan them on a
machine they have  He stated that they stay on top of employees.  Ms. King asked if they accept the
vertical license.  Mr. Mukund Patel replied yes. 

Ms. King asked if they can scan a vertical license.  Mr. Mukund Patel stated that the machine does scan
the vertical license.  
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Ms. King asked about the current and proposed floor plan.  Mr. Dakshesh Patel replied that the liquor
selling area will increase 50%.   Ms. King asked about the perimeters of the liquor store license.

Ms. Kuchynka stated that the convenience store operation limits the alcohol sales area to 25% of the floor
space.  She stated that the liquor sales areas will significantly increase. She noted the cooler doors will be
stocked with beer and additional set of cooler doors will have craft brews.  She stated that they will have a
wine section.  She stated that there are also shelving units being converted to liquor.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that there currently is hard liquor behind the counter.  She stated that the counter
area will be moved to the opposite side of the store and more hard alcohol will be placed out on the
shelving units.  

Ms. Kuchynka noted that Stop 24 was originally issued a convenience store license with beer and wine
sales.  She stated that they subsequently obtained additional space and were upgraded to a full off-premise
license for a convenience store.  She stated that they project liquor sales to be in excess of 50% or the
primary business with this floor plan change which will require approval for them to operate as a liquor
store in lieu of a convenience store.  She stated that she will need both approval of the new floor plan and
approval of the change in the focus of the operation.    

Ms. Fregeau thanked them for expanding their business.  She referred to their floor plan and liked the new
layout as it appears they will have a better visual of the alcohol area.  She asked if they can see out of the
office.  Mr. Mukund Patel replied they will be able to see out of the glass.  

Ms. Fregeau noted that they have passed control buys for the past 17 years.  She noted that liquor sales
will triple with this change and that it will require additional attention being made to alcohol sales.  

Ms. Fregeau asked about the number of employees and the training they receive.  Mr. Mukund Patel
replied that there are two other employees.  He stated that he works 12 hours a day, 7 days a week at the
store and he will still serve as the liquor manager.   Ms. Fregeau asked if both employees were certified. 
Mr. Mukund Patel replied yes.  

Ms. Fregeau asked how they handle out of state identification and fake identification.  Mr. Mukund Patel
replied they have the identification book to check id’s.  He added that the scanner also reads the bar code
on the identification to check its validity.  Ms. Fregeau asked if the ID checking guide is at the checkout
area.  Mr. Mukund Patel replied yes.  Ms. Fregeau liked the manual.  She asked if they made a lot of
changes from their previous manual.  Mr. Mukund Patel replied that they updated it. 

Ms. Fregeau stated that the manual refers to a liquor tape employees view.  Mr. Mukund Patel stated that
they used to train using a tape but now it is a software on their POS system.  Ms. Fregeau mentioned they
may want to update the manual.  Ms. Fregeau asked about the content of the liquor tape.  Mr. Mukund
stated that before the POS system they had a tape.

Ms. Fregeau stated that they do not have a number of employees but it is up to the management to set the
tone and tenor of the establishment.  She encouraged them to keep up with their training.

Mr.  Jacobson stated that he understood the slump in the convenience item sales.  He stated that they have
not failed a control buy in a number of years.  He encouraged them to remain diligent and wished them
success.  

Ms. Fregeau stated that the ordinance allows them to conduct tastings and ask if they would do so.  Mr.
Mukund Patel replied no. 
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Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked how long the two employees have been with Stop 24.  Mr. Mukund
Patel replied one has been with the store since 1991 and the other has been with the store more than 10
years.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski appreciated their dedication as a long time license holder and cautioned
them to remain diligent and make sure each alcohol transaction occurs properly.  He did not have any
issues with the floor plan change.  He stated that the best scanning systems will not help if the employees
sell to a minor.  He stated that their long term employees seem to understand the culture.  He stated that
the store will go to an almost all liquor sale format.  He encouraged them to make sure alcohol sales
continue properly.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from staff pertinent to the requests. 
Ms. Kuchynka replied that they will be required to obtain a building permit for the remodel.   She stated
that Health Department approval may be required if they make any changes to food items at the store. 
She noted that the Certificate of Occupancy would remain the same. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were none.  

Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation
from the Commission concerning its recommendation of   "approval" or "denial" with respect to their
request for floor plan change.

MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO APPROVE THE FLOOR PLAN CHANGE
REQUEST OF JAY MAHARAJ CORPORATION D/B/A STOP 24, LOCATED AT 6400 B
WOODWARD AVENUE.  MS. KING SECONDED.

VOTE: Aye: Mr. Jacobson, Ms. King, Ms. Fregeau, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0
Motion carried. 

Hearing the testimony given in this case, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation
from the Commission concerning its recommendation of   "approval" or "denial" with respect to their
request for change in focus of operation.

MS. FREGEAU MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO APPROVE THE CHANGE IN FOCUS OF
OPERATION REQUEST OF JAY MAHARAJ CORPORATION D/B/A STOP 24, LOCATED AT
6400 B WOODWARD AVENUE.  MS. KING SECONDED.

VOTE: Aye: Ms. Fregeau, Ms. King, Mr. Jacobson, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0
Motion carried. 
VI. APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE
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Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski made the following statements:

"The next order of business is to conduct public hearings for liquor license applications.  For the benefit
of all present, I would like to state that this Commission does not determine the granting or denial of the
issuance of any license.  We may at the end of each hearing, make a finding or recommendation with
respect to the application.  If necessary, the Commission may adjourn a hearing to a later date in order to
have benefit of further information."

"At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commission will summarize its findings and determine any
recommendations it wishes to make to the Liquor Commissioner"

"The Liquor Commissioner, who is the Mayor of Downers Grove, will, pursuant to Section 3-12 of the
Ordinance, render decisions regarding issuance of available licenses within 60 days."

"Hearings by this Commission are held according to the following format: 1) reading of information
pertinent to the application, 2) comments from the applicant, 3) comments from the public, 4) discussion
by the Commission, and 5) motion and finding by the Commission."

994 Warren, LLC d/b/a RBK

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that the next order of business was an application hearing for 994
Warren, LLC d/b/a RBK, located at 994 Warren Avenue.  He stated that the applicant is seeking a Class
R-1, full alcohol, on-premise consumption liquor license and a Class O, outdoor liquor license.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant to step forward and
be seated.  He asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record,
indicate their affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter.

Ms. Sarah Lutz and Mr. Robert Butterfield were sworn in by the court reporter.  Ms. Lutz introduced
herself as the liquor manager and owner of RBK and Mr. Butterfield introduced himself as the consultant
for RBK. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked the applicant to explain their request for liquor license.  Ms. Lutz
stated that she would like to open a welcoming restaurant in the former Scarletti’s location.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked about their previous experience.  Ms. Lutz replied that she has
worked at Ballydoyle and has managed a number of restaurants in the City of Chicago for Robert.   She
stated that she currently works as a part-time event planner.  

Ms. Lutz stated that she is a life long resident of Downers Grove and noted that she is part of the
McCollum family.  She stated that she and her family have always been fond of Downers Grove and are
focused on what is best for the community.  She stated that they have a deep respect for community and 
wanted this restaurant to be a great neighborhood place to go.    

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for comments from the Commission.

Mr. Jacobson was pleased to hear that Ms. Lutz is so passionate about Downers Grove.  He asked Ms.
Lutz if she has experience starting and running a restaurant business.  Ms. Lutz replied that she has helped
Robert open a few restaurants in the past.  She stated that he will remain active as a consultant for the
establishment.  She stated that he will make certain everything is in order and help train the staff.  She
stated that she felt confident but this endeavor will involve a bit more logistics. 
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Mr. Jacobson asked how many employees they plan to hire.  Mr. Butterfield replied about fifteen front
and back end staff with a few more added in the summer to serve the patio. 

Mr. Jacobson asked if all servers will be BASSETT certified.  Mr. Butterfield replied yes and noted that
anyone serving liquor will be 21 years of age and older.  

Mr. Jacobson asked Mr. Butterfield about his liquor handling experience.  Mr. Butterfield replied that he
has 30 years of experience in the restaurant business, has worked for the Four Seasons Hotel and a
number of Lettuce Entertain You establishments.  He stated that he has consulted on 60 projects and has
helped open 47 restaurants.  He stated he is well versed in all aspects of restaurant operations.   Mr.
Butterfield noted that Ms. Lutz’s best friend and he will be active in helping her with the business.

Ms. Fregeau thanked them for their commitment to Downers Grove.  She stated that the manual looks
good and noted the challenges with the vertical under 21 identification.  Ms. Lutz noted that they will not
accept the vertical license.  

Ms. Fregeau suggested that they address adults sharing drinks with minors in their policy manual.  She
also suggested that they consider immediate termination if an employee is involved in liquor sales to
minors.    

Ms. Fregeau asked about the outdoor patio and if there were any changes from the prior operation. Ms.
Lutz replied that they plan to add grass foliage to the Main Street patio area.  She also noted that the Main
Street patio is fenced, off the sidewalk and up a flight of stairs.   Ms. Lutz replied that there is an existing
wrought iron fence surrounding the Warren Avenue patio.  She stated that they plan to hang flower boxes
on the railings on that fencing.  

Ms. Fregeau stated that she liked the drink list and noted that the menu looked good but noted that the
menus did not have pricing.  

Ms. Fregeau asked if they anticipated any challenges.  Ms. Lutz stated that they have heard that
businesses do not do very well at the location.  She felt that they will have a good product and customers
will keep wanting to come back.  She stated that Downers Grove can use a nice place to go.   She felt the
location was good.  

Ms. Fregeau asked them to address liquor service at their regular staff meetings.  Ms. Lutz stated that they
will not be focusing on the bar aspect of the establishment.   Ms. Lutz added that their main focus will be
food and will not be a place to go to just drink.  

Ms. King was excited that the location was re-opening.  She wondered what the detriment to their success
at that location was and wondered if parking was an issue.  Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski recalled that
the previous owners waned to spend more time with their family.  Ms. Lutz did speak with the previous
owners who advised that the restaurant was taking too much of their time.  Mr. Butterfield also believed
that the prior owners left to spend more time with the family.  

Ms. King asked about the menu.  Mr. Butterfield replied it will neither be too formal or too casual of a
dining establishment, but will feature high quality steaks and fish at about $20 per person.

Ms. King asked when they planned to open.  Ms. Lutz replied the first week of May.

Mr. Butterfield stated that he likes the space, as it is not too big or too small.  He noted it is the first thing 
commuters see when getting off the train in town.  
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Ms. King noted the penalty to servers and that negative reinforcement should be stressed to the servers.
Ms. Lutz replied that she liked the penalties issued by the Village. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that their manual was good.  He suggested that they continue to
take advantage of Village staff when they can. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that he frequented Scarletti’s often and noted that the outdoor patio
setup was more than adequate in terms of the enclosure. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that their focus is on the food but advised them not to get tripped up
on liquor service.  He stated that it could be an expensive mistake if they are involved in a liquor
violation.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that he has attended a number of violation hearings and has never
heard an adequate excuse as to why someone served the Village’s minor, especially with the vertical
license.  He stated that the owners set the culture for employees  in the work environment.  He stated that
they need to create a culture in which it is never ok to sell to a minor or not card anyone that clearly looks
underage. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from staff pertinent to the application. 
Ms. Kuchynka replied that the license in contingent upon receipt of satisfactory background checks, the
annual fee, a Certificate of Occupancy, dram shop insurance, a finalized menu, server certifications and
temporary use approval for the outdoor café. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were none.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding
of  “qualified” or “not qualified” with respect to the applicant with regard to the Class “R-1” liquor
license application.

MS. KING MOVED TO FIND 994 WARREN, LLC D/B/A RBK, LOCATED AT 994 WARREN
AVENUE,  QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS R-1, FULL ALCOHOL, ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION
LIQUOR LICENSE.  MS. FREGEAU SECONDED.  

VOTE: Aye: Ms. King, Ms. Fregeau, Mr. Jacobson, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0

Motion carried. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding
of  “qualified” or “not qualified” with respect to the applicant with regard to the Class “O” outdoor liquor
license application.

MR. JACOBSON MOVED TO FIND 994 WARREN, LLC D/B/A RBK, LOCATED AT 994
WARREN AVENUE,  QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS O, OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE.  MS.
KING SECONDED.  
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VOTE: Aye: Mr. Jacobson, Ms. King, Ms. Fregeau, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0

Motion carried. 

The Don, LLC d/b/a Next Round

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that the next order of business was an application hearing for The
Don, LLC d/b/a Next Round, located at 500 W. 75th Street.  He stated that the applicant is seeking a Class
R-1, full alcohol, on-premise consumption liquor license.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant to step forward and
be seated.  He asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record,
indicate their affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter.

Mr. Jay Nagy and Mr. Nick Nagy were sworn in by the court reporter.  Nick Nagy introduced himself as a
member of the corporation and Jay Nagy introduced himself as a member of the corporation.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked the applicant to explain their request for liquor license.  

Nick Nagy stated that they are planning to open their third restaurant at the former La Playa restaurant
location.  He stated that they will have high quality food with a similar atmosphere to Roundheads and
Another Round.  He stated that they will focus on craft food and craft beers.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for comments from the Commission.

Ms. King stated that the manual was awesome.  Chairman Pro Tem asked if they had help from staff.  Ms.
Kuchynka noted that the manual was all their doing and noted it was one of the best manuals she has
seen.  

Ms. King was familiar with their other operations and had no questions.  

Ms. King asked how long the establishment has been empty.  Ms. Kuchynka replied just about a year.  

Ms. Fregeau also noted that is it one of the best manuals she has seen.  She stated that they have an
exemplary record for the 20 years they have been operating restaurants in Downers Grove.  She stated
that she liked their practices to validate id’s.  She noted that they do accept the vertical identifications, but
was confident they can accurately check them based on their 20+ years of success with the control buy
attempts.  

Ms. Fregeau stated that another big challenge can be over service.  She was pleased that their manual
takes a team approach. 

Mr. Jacobson was looking forward to their new establishment.  He stated that their manual is important
and it is obvious that they implement their policies.  He stated their success is indicative of their control
buy history. 
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Ms. Fregeau asked what they have found to be their biggest challenge from their experience with
operating the establishments.  Nick Nagy replied that communication is key.  He stated that staff training
is important and it is important that staff communicate with management about what is and what is not
working.  He stated that once communication is lost, problems arise.  Nick stated that before shifts they
remind employees to card anyone under 40 and constantly remind them to check identification.  Jay
added that once they are aware of how much it may cost to be involved in a violation they get concerned. 
Nick stated that it hurts if it hits their pocketbook.

Ms. Fregeau asked if they keep an out-of-state identification guide.   Nick replied yes.  He stated that if
they have any questions about an identification, they refuse to accept them.  He stated that they back their
staff and listen to them if they are not comfortable serving someone.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski noted that they card 40 and under.  Nick Nagy replied yes.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that they were long time residents and restaurant owners who have
successfully served alcohol without incident for a number of years.  He stated that is something they
should be proud of.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that the manual was awesome and stated that their track record has
been perfect.  He was very pleased that they were opening another establishment in town.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from staff pertinent to the application. 
Ms. Kuchynka replied that the license is contingent upon receipt of satisfactory background checks, the
annual fee, a Certificate of Occupancy, dram shop insurance, a finalized menu and server certifications. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were none.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding
of  “qualified” or “not qualified” with respect to the applicant with regard to the Class “R-1” liquor
license application.

MS. KING MOVED TO FIND THE DON, LLC D/B/A NEXT ROUND LOCATED AT 500 W. 75TH

STREET,  QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS R-1, FULL ALCOHOL, ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION
LIQUOR LICENSE.   MS. FREGEAU SECONDED.  

VOTE: Aye: Ms. King, Ms. Fregeau, Mr. Jacobson, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0

Motion carried. 

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski  asked the Nagy’s when their anticipated opening date.  They replied the
beginning of June.

Mad Ape, LLC d/b/a Alter Brewing Company
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Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that the next order of business was an application hearing for Mad
Ape, LLC d/b/a Alter Brewing Company, located at 2300 Wisconsin Avenue.  He stated that the applicant
is seeking a Class BF, brewing facility, on and off-premise consumption license.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked that any individual(s) representing the applicant to step forward and
be seated.  He asked that any individual(s) giving testimony, state and spell their name for the record,
indicate their affiliation with the establishment and be sworn in by the court reporter.

Mr. David Yob and Mr. Mark Hedrick were sworn in by the court reporter. Mr. Yob introduced himself
as the president and member-manager of the corporation and Mr. Hedrick introduced himself as the head
brewer and partial owner of the corporation.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked the applicant to explain their request for liquor license.  

Mr. Yob explained that the brew facility will be located in units 210-212 of the 2300 Wisconsin site
which is located in the Ellsworth Industrial Park.  He stated that they have searched for a location since
November of 2013.  He stated that Downers Grove is a central location for the three partners and they
wanted to remain in its proximity.  He stated that the site will allow for a production facility and tasting
room.  He stated that they have been sourcing for the build out and equipment since April.  He anticipated
an August opening.   

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for comments from the Commission.

Mr. Jacobson appreciated them choosing Downers Grove.  The Commission noted that the original
location was on Janes.  He stated that the manual was quite detailed and he looked forward to its opening. 
He asked if there have been any changes as to how they plan to distribute and handle liquor since they
were before the Commission in order to create the brewing facility license.  

Ms. Fregeau welcomed them back and thanked them for their commitment to Downers Grove.  She stated
that the brewing facility was an exciting concept.  

Ms. Fregeau noted she was one of the Commission members not in favor of those underage being allowed
in tours.  She noted that there is a lot of responsibility on them as only alcohol is being served.  She noted
her only concern that this was the only liquor license classification that does not have a food service
requirement.  She asked if they would provide any snacks or have anything non-alcohol related.  Mr.
Hedrick replied that they will be producing craft sodas.  Mr. Yob stated that they have an incentive to sell
alcohol, but their true incentive and long term plan is to distribute and get their product in the market.  He
noted other jurisdictions and communities that allow brewing facilities which have a cap on the number of
ounces a patron can have.  He noted that they are limited to serving someone 48 ounces of beer in a 24
hour period.  He stated that limitation, along with BASSETT training guidelines will be the boundaries of
over serving someone.  He stated that they would like to offer food in the tasting room and would allow
food to be brought in.  He stated that they would like a food component, but cannot and do not want to
produce it on the premises.  

Ms. Fregeau asked if they plan to have any snacks available.  Mr. Hedrick noted that if any patron
exhibits signs of intoxication they will be cut off.  He stated that they could serve pretzels and snacks.  He
stated that they plan to reach out to local establishments and will have a book that will have menus in it
from restaurants who are willing to deliver food to the location.   Mr. Hedrick stated that food trucks are
not allowed in Downers Grove but they have been communicating with the Food Truck Guild of Illinois
to see if they can lobby the Village to bring them in.  
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Mr. Yob stated that they do not see the location as a bar, but it will be a tasting room, where they will
serve the beer they make on the premises to taste.  He stated the focus will be on representing the product. 
He stated that they will sell on-site and will risk too much by serving to under age or those who become
intoxicated.

Ms. Fregeau asked them to explain consumption during the tours.  Mr. Yob stated that the
brewing/production area is an open area.  He stated that when done with the tour, participants will go to
the tasting room where they can sample the product.  He stated that nobody under 21 will be allowed to
consume alcohol.  Mr. Hedrick noted that under 21 year olds can attend the tours,  just not participate in
the classes/seminars.  

Ms. Fregeau asked if under 21 year olds will be allowed in the tasting room.  Mr. Hedrick replied yes.  He
stated that anyone under 21 will need to be accompanied by an adult.  

Ms. Fregeau liked that they will not accept the vertical identification and that they will verify the
authenticity of the identification.

Ms. King stated that she was not present for the hearing where the draft license classification was
discussed.  She asked if people need to make an appointment to come in.  Mr. Yob replied that they will
be open to the general public.  He stated that they will have set hours for tours.  He stated that they will
busy with production and the retail component of the operation.  He stated that they do not plan to be
open past 11 pm on the weekends.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that he liked the manual.  He recalled that the original focus of the
operation was bulk brewing for area restaurants, distribution and retail.  He asked if that was still the main
focus of the business.  Mr. Yob replied yes.  He stated that they are looking to 10-15,000 barrels of
production.  He stated that they intend to generate a bulk of their revenue from distribution.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked about retail sales.  Mr. Yob replied that they will produce and sell
tap beer produced on-premises and self distribute for a number of months with growlers, kegs and bottles.

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski was pleased that they chose Downers Grove and that the Village was able
to accommodate their request.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that they sat through many meetings.  He stated that their focus is
the bulk production of beer.  He stated that the last thing they want to do is serve someone underage in the
tasting room, as it will be a fraction of their revenue.  He stated that the manual placed a lot of focus on
training and making certain that staff understand the importance of not serving someone underage.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that they anticipated an August opening.  Mr. Yob replied they are
hoping but have had a few set backs with contractors.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from staff pertinent to the application. 
Ms. Kuchynka replied that the license is contingent upon receipt of satisfactory background checks,
annual fee, Certificate of Occupancy, dram shop insurance and employee certifications.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there were any comments from the public.  There were none.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked for a recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding
of  “qualified” or “not qualified” with respect to the applicant with regard to the Class “BF” liquor license
application.

Liquor Commission - April 9, 2015
Page -11-



MS. FREGEAU MOVED TO FIND MAD APE, LLC D/B/A ALTER BREWING COMPANY
LOCATED AT 2300 WISCONSIN AVENUE, QUALIFIED FOR A CLASS BF, BREWING
FACILITY, ON AND OFF-PREMISE CONSUMPTION LICENSE.   MR. JACOBSON
SECONDED.  

VOTE: Aye: Ms. Fregeau, Mr. Jacobson, Ms. King, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski

Nay: None

Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED: 4:0

Motion carried. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or comments from the
Commission regarding any old business.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that the Village issued a license to Gong Ho.  She stated that Cork Wine & Spirits
had opened.  She advised that there was a small change to the floor plan submitted to the Commission and
provided them with a copy in the month end report.  She noted that the changes were approved by the
Mayor administratively.  

Ms. Kuchynka informed the Commission of the recent airing of Restaurant Impossible featuring The
Lemon Tree Grocer.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that she left an amendment to the BYOB license classification.  Chairman Pro Tem
Krusenoski asked if an amendment was requested.  Ms. Kuchynka replied yes.  She stated a potential
licensee requested an amendment to require food service but to amend the definition to allow food to be
brought on the premises in lieu of a kitchen and the on-site preparation of food being required.  She stated
that the location would operate like a café, where some items will be pre-made and brought in, while
some other dishes are assembled and heated on the premises.  She stated that food service is a
requirement, but adequate kitchen facilities to prepare meals on the premises is not a requirement.  She
stated that the Village hopes with the amendment that it may attract BYOB licensees to the Village. 
Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski stated that with this change, the Village will be indifferent as to how the
food arrives on the premises.  Ms. Kuchynka noted that a menu will need to be provided at application.

Mr. Jacobson asked if the food to liquor ratio will be affected.  Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski noted that
this change is to allow licensees to operate without producing the food on-sire.  Mr. Jacobson noted the
BYOB sales will not have a liquor ratio as there are no “sales”.  

Ms. Kuchynka advised the Commission that she will be preparing the liquor license renewals in May.  
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked if there was any discussion, update from staff or comments from the
Commission regarding any new business.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated there will be a May meeting as she received an application from Downers Sand
Club seeking a recreation facility license.  She noted that they have been in operation for a number of
months offering indoor volleyball without food or liquor service.  

Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked what would be required to eliminate the restriction of liquor
advertising on patio umbrellas.  Ms. Kuchynka replied a text amendment to the code. 

Ms. Kuchynka noted an issue concerning outdoor cafes regarding enclosures not made of durable
materials.  Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski asked what licensees are using as non-durable materials.  Ms.
Kuchynka replied that stanchions and rope are being utilized by a few licensees.  She stated that the
recent storms and staff concern for the public safety as the lightweight materials may be easily strewn
about and can potentially cause injury.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that outdoor liquor service requires that a café area be enclosed.  She added that
cafes located on public or private property which do not serve liquor do not have an enclosure
requirement.  She stated that if the café is located on Village owned property, a Temporary Use license
agreement is required for the use of the public property and the Village requires the fencing to be made of
durable material. However, under a Temporary Use permit, the Village cannot require that such fencing
materials be utilized for cafés that serve liquor on private property.   

Ms. Didier stated that the Temporary Use permitting refers to Chapter 3 café operations.  She stated that
the  liquor code simply states that “reasonable fencing” is required.  Ms. Kuchynka stated that Village
license agreements have language that requires that “...fencing material be made of wrought iron or like
material heavy enough to prevent being effected by weather conditions”.  She stated there are no
standards for what materials are to be used if the license is on private property.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that staff would discuss the fencing and umbrella issues with the Village Attorney,
and based upon further direction, discuss with the Commission at a future meeting.  

Ms. Kuchynka stated that liquor product advertising had been banned from patio umbrellas at the same
time restrictions were put in place banning neon advertisements in windows.  She stated that the Village
did not want licensees to advertise the “bar” aspect of their establishment as the primary business is a
restaurant.   Ms. Fregeau asked if the State allows liquor product advertising, Ms. Kuchynka replied yes. 
She noted that the Village does not regulate the product advertising at liquor stores or grocery stores,
however, they are limited on the amount of the signage per the Sign Ordinance.   Ms. Kuchynka noted
that the Village does not regulate signage in the establishments.  Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski noted
that the banning of advertisements on umbrellas seems to be archaic.  He noted that they are not as gaudy
as neon signs in windows.  Ms. Fregeau did not believe it was offensive to have advertising on umbrellas. 

IX. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were none.  

Liquor Commission - April 9, 2015
Page -13-



X. ADJOURNMENT

Concluding business for the evening, Chairman Pro Tem Krusenoski called for a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Fregeau moved to adjourn the April 9, 2015 meeting.  The meeting was adjourned by acclimation at
8:00 p.m.

Liquor Commission - April 9, 2015
Page -14-



Village of Downers Grove
Report for the Liquor Commission

 May 7, 2015 Agenda

Subject: Type: Submitted By:

Applicant:  Downers Sand Club
Corporation
D/B/A:  Downers Sand Club
Address:  1211 B Butterfield Road

Application for Class REC-1 and
Class O Carol Kuchynka

Liaison to the Liquor Commission

Request
The applicant is requesting a Class REC-1 and a Class O outdoor liquor license for Downers Sand Club
located at 1211 B Butterfield Road.  

Notice
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public hearing requirements.

General Information

Officer(s): James Weyrick, President

Stockholder(s): James Weyrick - 100%

Manager: Mr. James Weyrick

Applicant: Downers Sand Club Corporation d/b/a Downers Sand Club
1211 B Butterfield Road
Downers Grove, IL  60515

Property Information

Existing Land Use: Commercial 
Property Size: (18,000 square feet)

Analysis

Submittals
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Legal Department:
1. Application for Liquor License
2. Application for Outdoor Liquor License
3. Lease
4. Menu
5. Liquor Handling Manual
6. Floor Plans



Project Description
The applicant is requesting a Class REC-1 and Class O liquor license for the operation of a recreational facility
at 1211 B Butterfield Road. 

Compliance with the liquor ordinance
The establishment is defined as:  

Recreational facility.  A place kept, used, maintained, advertised or held out to the public as a place in which
the public may participate in activities, including but not limited to bowling, gaming, billiards, and indoor
simulated golf, as defined herein.  Such establishment shall include an area where food is prepared on the
premises and food service shall be available during operation.  It shall be unlawful for any licensee holding a
license for a recreational facility to sell or offer for sale at retail, any alcoholic liquor on such premises at any
time when the regular and complete business of the recreational facility is not staffed, in actual operation, and
open to the public for business, except that such sales may be made during a one (1) hour period immediately
following the close of regular recreational facility operations in such premises. Bar/lounge seating shall be no
more than twenty percent (20%) of the total seating provided for patrons of the establishment. 

License conditions

"REC-1"  Recreational Facility licenses shall authorize the retail sale of alcoholic liquor for consumption on the
licensed premises, where the primary business is a recreational facility as defined herein.

Public Safety Requirements
Fire Prevention and Community Development Department will need to re-conduct a walkthrough of the facility.  
A Certificate of Occupancy for the revised use has been applied for and is pending.  Health Department
approval is required.  

Factors Affecting Finding or Recommendation
Satisfactory background checks, annual fee, lease extension, certificate of occupancy, insurance, training
certifications.

Recommendation 

Based upon testimony presented at the May 7, 2015 application hearing, if said application is consistent with the
Liquor Code and meets the criteria of the classification, staff requests the following:

A recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with regard to their
Class REC-1 liquor license application, along with any conditions and/or restrictions with respect to this applicant.

A recommendation from the Commission concerning its finding of "qualified" or "not qualified" with regard to
their Class O outdoor  liquor license application, along with any conditions and/or restrictions with respect to
this applicant.
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