
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OCTOBER 9, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

2. Roll Call. 

Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Wendee Greene, Trustee David Humphreys, 

Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee Thomas Read, President Kathleen DiCola.  Absent: None. 

Also Present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, 

Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Children’s Services Manager Sara 

Pemberton.  From Product Architecture + Design: Tiffany Nash, Daniel Pohrte.  From 

Shales McNutt Construction: Steve Hendrickson. 

3. Welcome to Visitors.  President DiCola welcomed all. 

4. Work Session on Library Building Renovation with representatives of Product 

Architecture + Design. 

The discussion focused on four topics: 

a. Construction cost estimates for the base project.  Nash, Pohrte, and Hendrickson 

reviewed the details of the building program, design, and estimates.  They were able 

to show that the major programmatic elements of the project, including the public 

restrooms, lobby and café improvements, enhancements to Children’s Services, Teen 

Space, and small group study rooms, have been included.  Some desired 

improvements to lighting have been included, but other lighting features and a 

number of finish details are now being considered as alternates. 

b. Alternate items.  If formally submitted and accepted bids allow, or if progress during 

the construction project does not discover many unforeseen conditions, it may be 

possible to include additional work in the project.  The team reviewed a 

comprehensive list of alternate elements and discussed possible priorities for 

inclusion with the Board. 

c. Project phasing.  Phasing diagrams and moving plans were reviewed.  Library staff 

will work closely with the construction manager and contractors to plan and 

coordinate this activity.   

d. Furniture. The project budget currently provides $215,000 for new furniture.  This 

will not provide for new furniture throughout the building, but will support lobby, 



Children’s and Teen areas well.  Pricing of all furniture will be secured on a unit 

basis, so that additional items can be acquired later. 

On the basis of these conversations, the architects and construction managers are proceeding 

through the completion of construction documents and preparation for bidding.  They indicated 

that they will return to the Board on October 23 to seek authorization to proceed to bidding. 

5. Public comment.  None. 

6. Board Member Reports and Requests for Information.  Trustee Eblen reported that 

the text for the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation page on the Library’s new web 

site has been finalized. 

7. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m. 


