
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2013, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  

              

2. Roll call.   

 

Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee David Humphreys, Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee 

Thomas Read, President Kathleen DiCola. Trustee Wendee Greene arrived at 7:55 p.m. 

Absent: none. 

Also Present: Library Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Public Services 

Bonnie Reid, Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Downers Grove 

Public Library Foundation Board Member John Mochel. 

 

3. Welcome to visitors.  President DiCola welcomed Mr. Mochel and staff members and 

thanked them for their interest in the work of the Library Board. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 
 

a. Regular Meeting, August 28, 2013.  It was moved by Loftus and seconded by 

Humphreys THAT the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 28, 2013, be 

approved.  Roll Call:  Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Abstentions: 

None.  Nays: None. 

b. Special Meeting, September 4, 2013.  It was moved by Loftus and seconded by Eblen 

THAT the Minutes of the Special Meeting of September 4, 2013, be approved with 

the substitution of the word “acknowledged” for “indicated” in Mr. Olsen’s budget-

related comments.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  Abstentions: 

Read.  Nays: None. 

 

5. Approval of payment of invoices and related financial reports.  Ashton presented the 

monthly list of invoices, credit memos, and payroll recognition.  He reviewed the 

Invoices of Note and the credit card reports.  It was moved by Humphreys and seconded 

by Loftus THAT September invoices totaling $104,874.31 be approved, credit memos 

totaling $722.27 be approved, and August payrolls totaling $281,505.60 be recognized.  

Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Abstentions: None.  Nays: 

None. 

 

6. Opportunity for public comment on agenda items.  President DiCola invited 

comment.  There was no public comment. 

 



7. Opportunity for public comment on other business.  President DiCola invited 

comment. 

There was no public comment. 

 

8. Unfinished business. 

 

a. Approval of Construction Management contract with Shales McNutt Construction.  

Ashton reported that a few details remain unfinished, but that Shales McNutt has 

begun active work on the pre-construction planning work on the Library’s building 

renovation project.  He expected to resolve all details within the next ten days. 

b. Update on renovation project design and cost estimates.  Ashton reported that Library 

staff had met with Product Architecture + Design and Shales McNutt Construction to 

review detailed design development, cost estimates, and phasing plans.  Although the 

design and the budget are not yet fully aligned, substantial progress is being made.  

Ashton distributed to the Board Shales McNutt’s preliminary phasing diagrams, 

which show the work taking place in four phases.  Library staff will plan the moving 

of collections, furnishings, and equipment in collaboration with Shales McNutt.  

Design and cost estimating work will be actively refined in the next three weeks.  

Everything is on track to bring the bid-ready plans before the Library Board at the 

October 23 Board meeting, as scheduled.  Following further discussion, the Board 

requested that a Special Meeting be scheduled, preferably on October 9, at which the 

Board would have a work session with the architects and construction managers for 

the purpose of becoming better informed of the status of the project.  Ashton agreed 

to arrange a meeting. 

 

9. New Business. 

 

a. Approval of proposed Salary Schedule, effective January 2014.  Ashton presented the 

proposed schedule (attached to these Minutes).  In addition to the general increase of 

3.5% in the minimum and maximum pay levels for each position, the proposed 

schedule includes a new classification, Computer Help Desk Associate, and 

reclassifies the position of Circulation Manager into the Library Department Manager 

group.  It was moved by Greene and seconded by Humphreys THAT the proposed 

Salary Schedule be approved.  Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, 

Read, DiCola.  Abstentions: None.  Nays: None. 

 

10. Report of the Director. 

 

a. Written report items.  Ashton summarized his written report (attached). 

b. Other items. 

 

11. Executive Session for discussion of a Personnel Matter.  President DiCola announced 

that she would entertain a motion to move into a closed session as allowed by the Illinois 

Open Meetings Act, Chapter 5, 120.2, to discuss a personnel matter.  It was moved by 

Humphreys and seconded by Eblen THAT the Board move into a closed session as 



indicated by President DiCola.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, 

Read, DiCola.  Abstentions: None.  Nays: None. 

The Board met in Executive Session.  Separate Minutes were kept. 

12. Reconvening of Public Session.  President DiCola reconvened the public session at                

9:32 p.m. 

 

13. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session.  It was moved by Greene and              

seconded by Loftus THAT the Board approve a salary increase for Director Rick Ashton 

to $124,000 annually, effective January 1, 2014, and that President DiCola discuss the 

Board’s comments and expectations with Ashton.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, 

Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Abstentions: None.  Nays: None. 

 

14. Board member comments and requests for information. 

 

a. Trustee Read commented on the Board’s action on September 4 to approve a property 

tax increase of 3.1%.  He indicated his concern that this low rate of revenue growth 

would have a long-term negative effect on the Library’s ability to compensate staff 

appropriately.  He stated that he thought 5% would have been more appropriate, and 

he would have voted against the 3.1% increase if he had been able to be present.  He 

expressed the hope that the 3.1% did not represent a “new normal.” 

b. Trustee Loftus reported that he had attended, as a private citizen not representing the 

Library Board, a meeting on opportunities for local intergovernmental collaboration 

convened by Village Council Member Geoff Neustadt.   

c. Trustee Humphreys reported that he had received the reassessment notice for his 

condominium, which had declined 23% since the last reassessment.  He noted that 

single family homes had increased in assessed valuation during the same period.  He 

expressed a concern over the gross decline of assessed valuation in the Village of 

Downers Grove and its impact on the Library. 

 

15. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 9:42 p.m. 

 


