
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 

AUGUST 13, 2014, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY CONFERENCE ROOM A 

 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call. 

Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Wendee Greene, Secretary Thomas Read, 

President Kathleen DiCola. 

Absent: Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee David Humphreys. Trustee Humphreys 

unofficially participated in the Board’s discussion by conference telephone. 

 

Also Present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, 

Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Friends of the Library of Downers 

Grove President Joanne Hansen, Chicago Tribune TribLocal Reporter Dawn Rhodes, 

David Eblen. 

 

3. Welcome.  President DiCola welcomed staff and visitors and announced that the meeting 

would have a single agenda item, discussion of the proposed 2015 Budget and Tax Levy. 

 

4. Opportunity for Public Comment.  President DiCola invited public comment.  Joanne 

Hansen reported that the Friends of the Library are planning a joint program with the 

Friends of the Library group at the Westmont Public Library on September 10. 

 

5. Discussion of Proposed 2015 Budget and Tax Levy.  Ashton presented the revenue and 

expenditure proposals. 

Major elements of the proposals: 

 Property tax increase of 5% as compared to 2014 Budget, 2.9% as compared to 2014 

Expected Attainment. 

 Gift of $60,000 from Downers Grove Public Library Foundation from donor-

restricted funds designated for the purchase of books. 

 Overall 7% increase in personnel costs, including salaries, wages, payroll taxes, and 

benefits. 

 4% basic salary and wage increase resulting in $75,000 available for reclassification 

of positions and other structural adjustments, pending Board approval. 

 Health insurance cost increases associated with larger number of eligible employees 

under Affordable Care Act rules. 

 Increased costs for building maintenance and upkeep to protect recent capital 

investment. 

 No major capital investment from the operating budget. 



 Library materials budget increase of 3%. 

 Stabilization of other operating costs. 

The Board’s discussion focused on the impact of property tax increases, the interaction of 

planned major capital expenditures with the operating fund, and the need to address 

compensation issues.  

In advance of the August 27 Board meeting, Board directed Ashton to provide further 

information including any revised details of the revenue or expenditure plan, property tax 

impact for the average homeowner, and operating fund balance projections. 

The Board took no formal action on the proposed Budget and Tax Levy. 

6. Report of the Director.  Ashton reported that rapid progress toward completion of the 

building renovation project continues.  He also reported that initial planning for an Open 

House, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday October 18, to celebrate completion of the project, 

is ongoing. 

 

7. Board Member Comments and Requests for Information.  Board members informally 

agreed that the proposed text for a plaque commemorating the renovation project was 

acceptable. 

 

8. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

              


