
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY JULY 23, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY CAFE 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call. Present: Trustee Wendee Greene, Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee Thomas 

Read, President Kathleen DiCola.  Trustee David Humphreys arrived at 7:40 p.m. 

Absent: Trustee Susan Eblen 

 

Also Present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, 

Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, Children’s Services Manager Sara 

Pemberton, Children’s Services Librarian Sharon Hrycewicz, Downers Grove Public 

Library Foundation Board Member John Mochel, Downers Grove Friends of the Library 

President Joanne Hansen, Chicago Tribune TribLocal Reporter Dawn Rhodes. 

 

3. Welcome to Visitors. President DiCola welcomed the staff and visitors and thanked 

them for their interest in the work of the Library Board. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. June 25, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting.  It was moved by Greene and seconded by 

Loftus THAT the Minutes of the June 25, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting be 

approved.  Roll Call: Ayes: Greene, Loftus, Reid, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: 

None. 

 

5. Approval of Payment of Invoices and Other Financial Reports.  It was moved by 

Loftus and seconded by Greene THAT July invoices totaling $83,643.06 from the 

Operating Fund, $457.211.75 from the Construction Fund, credit memos totaling $161.19 

be approved, and that May payrolls totaling $193,130.37 be recognized.  Roll Call: Ayes: 

Greene, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

6. Opportunity for Public Comment on Agenda Items. 

President DiCola invited comment. There was none. 

 

7. Opportunity for Public Comment on Other Library Business. 

President DiCola invited comment. There was none. 



8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Proposed Policy on Use of Study Rooms and Conference Rooms.  Requested action: 

approval. 

 

After discussion, the Board directed Ashton to make further revisions to the proposed 

policy and submit it for approval at a later meeting. 

 

b. Library Building Renovation Project Update.  Ashton reported in detail, including a 

report on the current financial state of the project.  He noted that the construction 

contract had reached 67% completion by the end of June, and that the construction 

contingency balance is at $70,610.  He distributed copies of the Renovation Project 

Financial Status report, inadvertently omitted from the Board Packet, indicating all 

categories of expenditure within expectations. 

 

President DiCola and other Board members commented favorably on various changes 

that the renovation project has brought to the building. 

 

9. New Business. 

a. Report on I-LEAD program participation.  Sharon Hrycewicz, Librarian, Children’s 

Services, presented her report (attached).  She mentioned that five librarians from 

area libraries are working together to acquire and evaluate robotics kits that can be 

used in activities with children in the library.  She demonstrated kits such as Snappy 

Circuits, Sphero, Lego We-Dos, and I-Pad applications that can be used for robotic 

controls.  She expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to participate in this 

work, including its focus on an approach that acknowledges failure as a form of 

learning.  

 

b. Mid-Year Financial Status Reports.  Ashton presented the report, noting that 

operational spending and the amounts transferred and encumbered for the building 

renovation project were within expectations.  Total personnel expenditures, including 

salaries, wages, and benefits, as the largest element in the operating budget, remain 

within targets.  Annual revenues have also reached 50.7% of budget by June 30. 

 

c. Planning for events to celebrate completion of renovation project, October 18, 2014.  

Ashton presented a very preliminary sketch and invited Board comment.  Humphreys 

requested that any formal or ceremonial activity be scheduled early in the day so that 

he would be able to attend. 

 

d. 2015 Budget Preview.  Ashton presented the preliminary outline, which included 

little detail.  The revenue estimate document included in the Board Packet was 



incomplete, not including 2015 proposed estimates.  He distributed copies of the full 

document.  He indicated that working budget materials will be forwarded to the 

Board members in early August in Excel format so that Board members may do some 

analysis of figures if they wish in preparation for the August 13 budget meeting. 

Greene requested that department-level budgets would be of interest to her only if 

they are changing by more than 20%.  Otherwise, she would prefer to focus on the 

total budget.  DiCola requested additional background information on the basis for 

compensation changes and the impact of the building renovation on staffing and other 

operational costs.  Read requested further explanation of the large change in the 

contingency line from 2014 to the proposed 2015 budget. 

 

10. Report of the Director.   

Ashton summarized his written report (attached).  In addition, he reported on the 

Downers Grove TIF Joint Review Boards meeting on July 14.   

 

11. Board Member Comments and Requests for Information. 

Humphreys informed the Board that he would be absent from the August 13 and August 

27 meetings but would like to participate in discussion (but not voting) by phone if 

possible. 

 

Loftus commented that he has spent several workdays at the Library during recent 

months and that he has been very positively impressed by the continued active use of the 

library during the renovation project. 

 

Read asked staff to investigate the possibility of locating a public photocopier nearer to 

the magazine reading area. 

 

12. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m.                                



ILEAD-USA 2014 

 
ILEAD-USA is a leadership project bringing new technologies and ideas to Illinois 
librarians. The project is funded with a grant by the Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian 
Program. I applied to be a part of ILEAD-USA in 2014.  Our application was accepted; our 
ILEAD-USA team name is called the Techno-Whats.  The Techno-Whats are made up for 
five youth services librarians from Elmhurst, Glenside, Helen Plum (Lombard), Thomas 
Ford (Western Spring), and Downers Grove public libraries.   
 

The ILEAD-USA’s application required that I collaborate with a community 
representative.  I asked Mr. Eric Blau, husband of former Children’s Services librarian, 
Amanda Blau. Eric works at Argonne and they have two small children.  I felt that he was 
uniquely qualified to help; being married to a program librarian, he understands library 
programs, is tech savvy (to say the least), and is the father of two young children.  I’ve 
informed Eric of my experiences so far. 
 

As part of the grant, all seven teams meet at the University of Illinois, Springfield campus 
for a week in March, June, and October. The best way to describe these weeks is to 
compare them to TED conferences.; these weeks are spent with great speakers in the 
field of librarianship challenging us to look at our field differently. The remainder of the 
year is spent attending workshops and meetings.  We are required to attend at least five 
meetings. To date, I’ve attended 2 Tinker Meetings, a workshop on FIRST robotics 
competitions, and am currently attending a MOOC on new librarianship. In between 
these meetings and my regular duties in the Junior Room, we have our team project to 
complete.  
Our team is developing a website/blog that will assist other youth librarians in 
demystifying and utilizing simple robotics in their programs for youth of all ages. We 
believe that when imaginations play, learning happens. We want to encourage that 
same belief in our colleagues throughout the state, and to anyone who visits our site 
Robot Test Kitchen: simple robotics, simply explained. 
 

With our team’s grant money ($4000), we are purchasing simple robotics kits (like Lego 
Wedo, Simple Bits, Snap Circuits, etc). We hope to try-out about 25 kits with grade 
schoolers, middle schoolers, and/or teens, and review our experiences. Each kit will be 
reviewed by all five team members. We are tweeting our reviews through 
@RobotTestKitchn. At our October session, we will present our project to the state 
library and other colleagues.   
 

Robot Test Kitchen at the Downers Grove Library  
This summer, I am inviting five to ten grade school and middle school kids to help me 
test these products. Their comments and opinions will be noted on our blog.  I’m calling 

http://www.imls.gov/applicants/detail.aspx?GrantId=9
http://www.imls.gov/applicants/detail.aspx?GrantId=9
http://tinkergroup.wordpress.com/
http://robottestkitchen.com/
http://robottestkitchen.com/
http://twitter.com/robottestkitchn
http://twitter.com/robottestkitchn


this project Robot Test Kitchen.  Additionally, I will be sharing these products with 
library staff to determine what we think works best for our programming needs.   
 

In January, we will bring together all the Robot Test Kitchen products and participants 
from all five libraries with a maker faire--kids creating individual projects to present to 
people who attend the faire. We will invite parents, friends, and other librarians to talk 
with the kids and discuss their projects. After the maker faire, we will package these kits 
and make them available to children’s librarians throughout the state. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Hrycewicz 



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JULY 23, 2014 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

 

1. American Library Association Conference Report.  Katie Richert, Melissa Doornbos, 

Nicole Wilhelms, Debra Wischmeyer, and Rick Ashton attended the American Library 

Association conference in Las Vegas in late June.  As a group, they attended four 

conference sessions devoted to the theme of Facing Outward.  ALA is promoting a range 

of training opportunities and developmental tools for libraries to use in more effectively 

engaging with their communities.  In addition, the staff members met with a vendor 

whose data-mining products and services may be helpful in understanding the 

community. 

 

2. Freedom of Information Act request from openthebooks.com.  An organization called 

openthebooks.com has been making very broad, inclusive FOIA requests of many 

government entities in Illinois in recent months.  Unbeknownst to the Library, the Village 

of Downers Grove received this inquiry several weeks ago, and its response included 

Library information.  No further action on the Library’s part will be necessary. 

 

3. Recent media coverage.  Attached. 

 

4. Monthly Statistics.  Attached. 
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