
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 24, 2015, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

1. Call to order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll call.  Members Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Wendee Greene, Trustee 

David Humphreys, Trustee Daniel Loftus, President Kathleen DiCola.  Member Absent: 

Trustee Thomas Read. 

Also present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, 

Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Friends of the Library President 

Joann Hansen, Village Commissioner David Olsen, Resident Laura Hois, Resident 

Pamela Brown, Resident Laurel Bowen, Resident Ed Earl. 

3. Welcome to visitors.  President DiCola welcomed staff and visitors and thanked them 

for their presence. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. Regular Monthly Meeting, May 27, 2015.  It was moved by Greene and seconded by 

Eblen THAT the Minutes of the May 27 meeting be approved as submitted.  Roll call: 

Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

5. Approval of invoices and financial reports.  It was moved by Humphreys and seconded 

by Greene THAT operating invoices totaling $103,452.05 and credit memos totaling 

$161.28 be approved and May 2015 payrolls totaling $211,617.42 be recognized.  Roll 

call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  Nays: none.  Abstentions: none. 

 

6. Public comment on agenda items.  President DiCola invited comment.  There was none. 

 

7. Public comment on other Library business.  President DiCola invited comment.   

a. Resident Laura Hois addressed the Board on the following points: 

 The building renovation was a disappointment. 

 Replacement of green bathroom tile with grey tile, changing from warm to cold, 

was dismaying, disappointing, and unnecessary. 

 Too much money was spent on the renovation. 



 She formerly had enjoyed coming to the Library, but the Library is not as 

enjoyable as it used to be. 

 The Board should keep these points in mind and avoid overspending and making 

changes residents do not support. 

 

b. Resident Laurel Bowen addressed the Board on the following points: 

 She thanked the Board for responding to her comments at the last Board meeting 

and asked why the response took five weeks.  President DiCola responded that 

Ms. Bowen’s earlier comments had been made at the April meeting and that the 

Board’s earliest opportunity to approve the staff-drafted response came at its next 

monthly meeting in May. Ms. Bowen stated that electronic capabilities should 

have made the response quicker. 

 Cloth tote bags being provided by the Library are unnecessary. The Library 

should not respond to patrons’ request for bags. The price information sent to her 

was extravagant. The Board should reconsider such ideas. 

 The Library’s Food for Fines program resulted in the donation of food to the West 

Suburban Food Pantry, which is not located in Downers Grove, and which 

receives government funding. The Library’s future food donations should go to 

the all-volunteer FISH Pantry located in Downers Grove. 

 

8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Library Building Renovation Project, Proposed Strategy for Additional Work.  

Requested Action: Receive Report.  Ashton reported that the project to replace 

lighting in the adult fiction stacks area is moving forward, beginning with the 

publication of the Invitation to Bid on June 29 and projected completion by 

December 31. 

 

b. Proposed Revisions to Policy on Americans with Disabilities Act.  Requested Action: 

Approval.  It was moved by Greene and seconded by Loftus THAT the proposed 

revisions be approved.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  

Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

9. New Business. 

a. Proposed Revisions to Policy on Rules of Behavior.  Requested Action: Discussion.  

Ashton presented the proposed revisions, emphasizing the support of a positive 

service environment for all Library patrons and staff.  Board members discussed the  

proposed revisions, with the following points: 

 Trustee Greene appreciated the simple and direct language. 

 Trustee Eblen noted that the proposed policy is easier to read. 

 Trustee Humphreys stated that it makes sense to use a simpler statement. 



 Trustee Loftus concurred. 

 President DiCola expressed appreciation for the condensed statement. She 

expressed concern for the wording of section 7.1.2, pertaining to illegal 

activity, since not all the items listed are strictly illegal and the Library Board 

does not have authority to make law. She suggested the description of these 

activities as “illegal or prohibited.” President DiCola agreed to work with staff 

to refine the language for further consideration by the Board. 

 

b. Proposed Action on Illinois Non-Resident Library Card Program Participation.  

Requested Action: Approval.  Ashton presented the proposed actions. It was moved 

by Humphreys and seconded by Eblen THAT the proposed actions be approved.  Roll 

call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: 

None. 

 

c. Proposed Resolution of Appreciation for Marianne Trautvetter.  Requested Action: 

Approval.  Ashton presented the proposed Resolution. It was moved by Loftus                          

and seconded by Eblen THAT the proposed resolution be approved and signed by 

Board members.  Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, DiCola.  Nays: None.  

Abstentions: None. 

  

10. Report of the Director.  Ashton summarized his written report (attached) as follows: 

a. Library Expenditures January-May 2015. 

b. Activity outside the Building.  Trustee Greene requested the date of the next Farmers 

Market event (July 25). 

c. LIMRiCC Joint Self Insurance Program Partial Fund Balance Distribution.  Trustee 

Loftus suggested that the Board consider this distribution as a possible partial 

replacement source in relation to the setting of the levy for support of the 2016 

budget. 

d. May Circulation Figures.   

e. Recent media coverage.  Attached. 

f. Other.  Ashton reported that the Library’s mechanical air conditioning system has 

experienced the failure of one rooftop compressor. A proposal for replacement has 

been received and is being evaluated by a consulting engineer. 

 

11. Board Member comments and requests for information. 

a. President DiCola drew the Board’s attention to the e-mail message recently sent to all 

Board members by Downers Grove taxpayer Cindy Perry. President DiCola presented 

a proposed letter in response to the message (attached). By consensus, the Board 

agreed to send the letter. 



b. Trustee Eblen reported that a resident had spoken to her about the potential impact on 

Library parking of the proposed redevelopment of long-vacant property on Forest 

Avenue.  After some discussion by Board members, Village Commissioner Olsen 

reminded the Board that a public hearing on the proposed project is scheduled for the 

evening of July 6, and that individuals and organizations are welcome to appear and 

raise their concerns. 

 

c. President DiCola complimented the staff on the appearance and content of the 

Discoveries newsletter. Trustee Humphreys confirmed the usefulness of the 

newsletter, as he regularly receives questions from condominium neighbors about its 

contents. 

 

12. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m.                     



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JUNE 24, 2015 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

 

a. Library Expenditures January-May 2015.  During the first five months of 2015, the Library 

spent $3,049,531.25, or 39.5% of its total operating budget of $5,042,500.00. Five months is 

equivalent to 41.7% of the year.   

In the largest portion of the budget, the lines which account for salaries, wages, payroll taxes, 

and employee benefits, the Library spent $1,452,192 through May 31. This represented 11 

paydays, or 42.6% of the year. The total budgeted allotment for these 11 paydays was 

$1,474,088 or $21,896 more than the amount actually spent. 

b. Activity Outside the Building.  Library staff have been active during June, representing the 

Library in various community settings. These include the Farmer’s Market, Park District outdoor 

concerts, and Tivoli Theatre weekday morning movie showings. Community response is 

consistently positive, and Library staff have the opportunity to answer questions, provide 

information about summer reading programs, and shift community expectations. 

c. LIMRiCC Joint Self Insurance Program Partial Fund Balance Distribution.  The attached letter 

and check for $35,561.41 are indicative of the group’s decision. Although the Downers Grove 

Public Library has not been an active participant in the group for some years, funds associated 

with earlier participation are now being recovered. Funds will be treated as miscellaneous 

revenue for the Operating Fund. 

d. May Circulation Figures.  Attached. 

e. Recent Media Coverage.  Attached. 
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