
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

MAY 25, 2016, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to order.  President Wendee Greene called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

2. Roll call.  Members present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Art Jaros, Trustee Thomas 

Read, President Wendee Greene. Absent: Trustee Ed Earl, Trustee David Humphreys. 

 

Also present: Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Assistant Director for  

Public Services Bonnie Reid, Children’s Services Manager Allyson Renell, PR Manager 

Melissa Doornbos, Library Director Appointee Julie Milavec, Friends of the Library 

President Joanne Hansen. DG Resident Ed Pawlak arrived after the meeting started. 

 

3. Welcome to visitors.  President Greene welcomed the visitors and thanked them for their 

interest in the library. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 
a. April 27, 2016, Regular Monthly Meeting. It was moved by Eblen and seconded by 

Jaros THAT the Minutes of the April 27, 2016 meeting be approved as circulated.  

Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Jaros, Read, Greene.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

b. May 5, 2016 Special Meeting, Including Executive Session. It was moved by Read 

and seconded by Eblen THAT the Minutes of the May 5, 2016 meeting be approved 

as circulated.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Jaros, Read, Greene.  Nays: None. 

Abstentions: None. 

 

5. Financial Matters. 
a. April 2016 Financial Report. O’Brien presented the report and responded to 

questions. 

 

b. Approval of May 2016 Invoices. It was moved by Jaros and seconded by Eblen 

THAT May 2016 invoices totaling $107,338.10 and credit memos totaling 

$2,308.94 be approved and April payrolls totaling $323,544.32 be recognized.  Roll 

call: Ayes: Eblen, Jaros, Read, Greene.  Nays: none. Abstentions: none. 

 

6. Public Comment on Agenda items.  President Greene invited comment. There was none. 

 

7. Public comment on other Library business.  President Greene invited comment.  

 

FOL President Joanne Hansen noted that she loves the Plainfield Library, where Julie 

Milavec is currently the Director. 



8. New Business. 
a. Plans for the Summer Reading Clubs.  Reid outlined the clubs and Children’s 

Services staff members Allyson Renell and Sharon Hrycewicz performed the 

children’s summer reading club skit performed in every classroom in every school 

in District 58 as well as DG Christian School, and St. Mary’s and St. Joe’s. schools. 

The Trustees enjoyed the fun skit. Trustees asked several questions, including how 

many books were read last year in the children’s summer reading clubs and how 

many classrooms were visited this year; answers will be provided to the Board at 

the next meeting. A question was also asked about visiting Avery Coonley school; 

library staff did contact them, but the school’s schedule did not allow for visits.     

 

b. Appointment of the new Library Director. It was moved by Eblen and seconded by 

Jaros THAT Julie Milavec be appointed Library Director. Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, 

Jaros, Read, Greene.  Nays: none. Abstentions: none. 

 

c. Approval of Bibliotheca + 3M Service and Maintenance/Extended Warranty 

proposal. O’Brien asked for Board approval for a maintenance/extended warranty 

contract with Bibliotheca + 3M, totaling $27,492.00. It was moved by Jaros and 

seconded by Read THAT the Bibliotheca + 3M contract totaling $27,492.00 be 

approved.  Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Jaros, Read, Greene.  Nays: none. Abstentions: 

none. 

 

d. Family Restroom Plan. Reid outlined the plan to convert the boys room and the 

girls room in the Children’s Department into family restrooms. It was moved by 

Jaros and seconded by Eblen THAT the family restrooms conversion be made. Roll 

call: Ayes: Eblen, Jaros, Read, Greene. Nays: none. Abstentions: none. 

 

9. Report of the Interim Co-Directors. O’Brien and Reid presented their written report  

(attached). 

 

10. Board Member Comments and Requests for Information. 
a. Response to Board member requests for information. Jaros thanked the staff for 

answering the toy cleaning question and will pass along the answer to the concerned 

citizen.  

 

Read asked if the Foundation should be discussing any potential fundraisers, even as they  

wait for the new Director to start and when the Foundation Board should re-write the by- 

laws. Greene suggested the Foundation meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday June 22 to 

brainstorm fundraising ideas.  

 

11. Adjournment.  President Greene adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
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a. Children’s lighting project.  The Children’s Lighting Project was completed May 17. The 

area is much brighter and more inviting with the new light fixtures.   

 

b. Acoustic panel and Conference Room A lighting projects.  The acoustic panel project 

start date is being postponed until early July. The chosen fabric had a manufacturing 

defect, and rather than choosing a different fabric, we opted to wait for the fabric we had 

originally chosen to be manufactured again. 

 

c. Food for Fines.  The Downers Grove Area FISH Pantry estimated that Downers Grove 

Library patrons donated 1,000 pounds of food in the Food for Fines program this year. 

We received a nice letter from FISH thanking the Library for holding the program. 

 

d. 125th Day Party.  On May 4, the Library had a 125th day of the 125th year party. We had 

party hats, balloons, a Star Wars photo booth, and a pencil giveaway. Adult & Teen 

Services Librarian Fred LeBaron made an announcement commemorating the day on the 

125th minute, of the 125th day, of the 125th year. 

 

e. Summer Reading Clubs Kick-off Party.  On Sunday, May 22, the Library hosted a kick-

off party for all of the summer reading clubs. There were balloons, temporary tattoos, 

snacks, giveaways, a music concert, and the opportunity to sign up for the clubs. 

 

f. Recent Media Coverage.  Attached. 
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