












 
Downers Grove Foreign Fire Insurance Fund 
 
June 5, 2006 Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: D. Gilbert, C. Brainard, J. Difatta 
Guests: Chief Ruscetti, DC Tutko, G. Curry, P. Hardin 
Absent: F. Pajak 
 
Call to Order at 0815 hours 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes 
 Motion by VP Brainard, Seconded by President Gilbert to approve previous 
meeting minutes as sent via Village e-mail. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Old Business 
 DC Tutko discussed the bids E. Moy and he received for Station carpet, tile, floor, 
upholstery cleaning from various vendors. Bids were received at quarter year service 
based pricing. 
 Stanley  $2865 
 MiliCare  $2548 plus $480 for upholstery 
 Randy’s  $ noncompliance service quote received 
 ServiceMaster  $2140 
Discussion was held regarding FD budget of $4000 for fiscal year. Motion by Brainard, 
Seconded by Gilbert to approve ServiceMaster at one time at a cost of $2140 with DGFD 
pay one half. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 Curry brought a positive response from the members for the Fund paying for the 
Critique of the Promotional Exam Assessment Center. He related it should cost less than 
the $2000 previously passed due to response of members to attend. 
 
 

Gilbert discussed status of TeleStaff software for FD usage.  He received 
numerous member responses with both positive support and negative support. He further 
related that members were supportive of a half cost split with the FD/2% Fund. 
Discussion was held referring to how software would be Village supported by IC tech., 
how this software would affect BC role, and minor timetable issues.  DC Tutko stated the 
current FD Budget does not have provision for TeleStaff monies, but that can be added 
for soon to be held 2007 fiscal Budget talks within the Village. Tutko and Ruscetti both 
related that they will support adding the FD funding to the Village budget process if the 
Fund membership would support the acquiring and implementation of the software. DC 
Tutko related that the Village IC department would be able to monitor and handle the 
software after he gave them more information and opportunity for input. Brainard related 
he believes that with the software, members would need more access to the ability to use 
the shift trade, scheduling, sick leave aspects of the software upon implementation. 



 
 
At this time Chief Ruscetti arrived. 
 
 
 Discussion continued on TeleStaff software.  Chief Ruscetti related that other 
Village help from the IS department and its staff would be available as needed. Ruscetti 
further related that the Village Budget process is beginning very soon and he would seek 
Monies and IS support for this issue.  He related that TeleStaff will work in conjunction 
to FireHouse 6.0 and EDEN software currently be used by FD and Village. Gilbert stated 
he felt that the Fund could not commit until the FD budget had the monies dedicated in 
the upcoming budget. Curry stated he would recommend that the Fund and the Village 
draft a letter committing to half share cost each for the TeleStaff software. Tutko related 
that if any Fund member had concerns regarding the Village/FD and TeleStaff to please 
direct any questions to him via e-mail. Gilbert requested that Curry be the Fund TeleStaff 
Committee representative and to gather further information to the Fund. Gilbert stated he 
would direct a letter to Chief Ruscetti on the approval status of the Fund TeleStaff 
support to assist in his budgetary support information. 
 
New Business 
 
 No new station requests received 
 
 Gilbert welcomed new Fund members. Fund positions were discussed. President – 
Gilbert, VP – Brainard, Secretary – Difatta, Treasurer – Pajak 
 
 Meeting dates for the remainder of 2006 were set as follows: 
7/13, 8/15, 9/13, 10/17, 11/10, and 12/19. Times and locations to be discussed at next 
meeting. 
 
 Discussion was held on the matter of converting the Fund fiscal year to the 
Village newer fiscal year so that they coincide together. Treasurer Pajak will work with 
Chief Ruscetti on this issue. 
 
Adjournment motion was made by Brainard, seconded by Gilbert. MOTION PASSED at 
0911 hours. 



 
September 13, 2006 Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: D. Gilbert, J Difatta, F. Pajak 
Guest: J. Paul, T. Spradau, B. Mowery 
Absent: C. Brainard 
 
Call to Order @ 0812 hours 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes 
 Motion by Pres. Gilbert to approve previous meeting minutes as sent through 
Village e-mail. Second by Treas. Pajak. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Treasurers Report 
 
 Discussion by Treas. Pajak on the 2005-2006 last budget year.  From 5/1/2006 
through present the following are the balances: 
Current Checking  $81,631.31 
Current Widow’s Fund $35,889.37 
 
 Board members then signed appropriate signature cards for authorization 
purposes. 
 
 Pres. Gilbert related that only one (1) member used the HeartScan program for 
2006.  3 Members used HeartScan program in 2005.  The entire Board agreed to strongly 
recommend this program to all members.  Pres. Gilbert related he will check into 
extending this program to retirees. 
 
 Sec. Difatta asked how many members sought reimbursement for hire back 
phone.  Treas. Pajak related that 44 members received reimbursement for 2005/2006 
budget year. @ $150 .  Treas. Pajak related the to be eligible for reimbursement members 
need to provide receipts/or copies of bills submitted to him.  In order to be eligible the 
contact number must have text ability – have member name on bill – must be hire back 
list number provided.  All FD are eligible for this reimbursement program. 
 
Old Business  
 
 TeleStaff program – No Administration present to discuss further. 
 
 Purchasing Procedure – A small discussion was related on FPEO Geisler’s robotic 
Fire Truck purchased @ $7000.  Treas. Pajak related that the Village Purchasing Policy 
has changed from the most recent past.  The last Board approved Purchasing Policy  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
directive is from 8/20/2004.  Treas. Pajak stated that the Village now requires three (3) 
written quotes. Also, if purchase is over $15000 the item must appear before the Village 
Council.  Pres. Gilbert related that the 2% Fund purchasing policy differs from the 
current Village purchasing policy.  Sec. Difatta is to seek current policy from Purchasing 
Director at Village Hall. 
 
New Business 
 
Pres. Gilbert stated that the Village Manager was to attend and discuss the Village 
Strategic Plan. 
 
Guest member Spradau asked what would happen to the Station #2 Fund monies when it 
is closed for the rebuild.  Pres. Gilbert stated the Fund can change monies in order to 
meet the specific needs during construction.  Pres. Gilbert stated he will approach FD 
Administration and offer Fund assistance in regard to this issue. 
 
Motion by Sec. Difatta for Station #1 monies to purchase structural firefighting boots for 
all Station #1 personnel not to exceed $3800 via Kaski. Seconded by Treas. Pajak. 
MOTION PASSED.  Purchase request form to be directed for Fire Chief approval by 
Kaski. 
 
Motion by Treas. Pajak for two items requested by Station #5. Item #1 for a refrigerator 
for mezzanine @ $400, Item #2 for weight assist machine @ $1611.90 (single source 
supplier). Seconded by Pres. Gilbert. Item #1 Fire Chief approval pending, Item #2 Fire 
Chief approved. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Treas. Pajak related that all Stations should be receiving the following fire/rescue/EMS 
periodicals: Fire Engineering, Fire/Rescue, JEMS. 
 
Treas. Pajak discussed that the Village fiscal budget ends 12/31/2006. He requests that all 
Fund members submit any future requests in prior to this date. The Fund Board 
recommends that any Station requests be submitted promptly. 
 
Pres. Gilbert discussed the need for mattresses for Stations 1 & 5 up to a maximum of 
$5000 with shared FD cost. He related that Stations 2 & 3 received mattresses in 2005. 
He has used www.mattress.com for pricing purposes. 
 
Pres. Gilbert related that VP Brainard will come to the October Fund meeting with a 
motion for Fund purchased shift calendars. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mattress.com/


 
Pres. Gilbert stated that in the Professional Services line item, the $20000 Fund monies 
used for seed money for the new Fire Station #2 needs to be checked on due to the two 
year maximum stipulation agreed to by the Fund and the Village. He will check on the 
status of this issue. 
 
Pres. Gilbert Motioned for a request from FF/PM Hoff on behalf of Station #3 for $720 in 
order to purchase kitty supplies and supplements. Seconded by Treas. Pajak. MOTION 
PASSED with approval needed from Fire Chief. 
 
Pres. Gilbert would like the Fund to consider Widow’s Fund expenditure for immediate 
family loss/death.  To be discussed further at future meetings. 
 
Adjournment @ 0935 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Secretary Joe Difatta 
  



October 17,2006 Meeting Minutes
 
Present: C. Brainard, F. Pajak, J. Difatta 
Guests: None 
Absent: D. Gilbert 
 
Call To Order @ 0835 hours 
 
Demonstration given of 2% Fund purchased Public Education robotic fire truck 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes 
 Copies of previous meeting minutes distributed to all in attendance. 
 
Treasurers Report 
 Copies distributed from Treas. Pajak. Treas. Pajak distributed copy of current 
Village Purchasing Plan Policy.  Discussion was held on recommending possible changes 
to same on behalf of the 2 % Fund.  MOTION to approved Treasurers Report by Sec. 
Difatta. Seconded by Treas. Pajak. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Old Business 
 
 TeleStaff program -  No Administration present to discuss further. 
 
 VP Brainard discussed that the periodical subscriptions to all fire stations.  
Members are to check status of delivery. 
 
 The mattress purchase for Stations was discussed.  Sec. Difatta to handle Station 
#1. 
 
 VP Brainard related the status of $1000 line item # 109.752.0000.5220 for shift 
calendar purchase.  He showed an example. 
 
New Business 
 
 Heart Scan program was discussed. Discussed the possibility of including 
coverage for spouses. To be referred to B. Mowery for further research. 
 
 Treasurers Report of balances: 
  $62,752.70 checking account balance current 
  $36,033.87 Widow’s  Fund balance current 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 2007 Budget was discussed by Treas. Pajak.  See copy attached.  Fiscal 2007 
Budget was proposed.  Treas. Pajak will work with Rita Trainor and comeback next 
meeting with final proposed Budget. 
 
 Treas. Pajak brought up a request from DC Tutko.  DC Tutko seeking 
reimbursement for a purchase @ Best Buy.  Treas. Pajak is to return this request to DC 
Tutko for further clarification. 
 
Motion for meeting adjournment @ 0939 hours. 
 
Tentative next meeting set up for November 11,2006. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Secretary Joe Difatta 
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