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DOWNERS GROVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Minutes 

November 12, 2015 

 

I. Roll Call 

Present: Chairman Pelloso, Commissioner Getz, Commissioner Riley, Commissioner 
Salman 

Absent: Commissioner Marron, Commissioner McCann, Commissioner Mlade,  

 
II. Visitor Welcome 

Dr. Gordon Goodman. Dr. Goodman introduced himself as a previous commissioner and 
said he was here to observe the meeting and would place an issue on a future agenda.  

 
III. View and Approval of October 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Getz commented on how she was going to write a letter to Council re: 
recycling. She drafted a letter, but learned per the Open Meetings Act it was not 
appropriate to do so. She then was going to write one herself, but did not due to illness. 
She did see the extension passed at the Oct. 13 meeting.  
 
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Commissioner Salman, and seconded by 
Commissioner Riley. The motion passed with a voice vote.  

 
IV. Staff update on ongoing projects 

Ms. Miles updated the commission on the solid waste item; it did pass at the October 13 
Council meeting. Both downtown recycling and amnesty day passed. An amnesty day 
would be chosen by Council with consult from Republic. Ms. Miles said minutes from 
that meeting are online for review as well. Ms. Miles mentioned downtown recycling was 
for residential use, and at the October 13 Council Meeting, the Mayor noted two issues 
for opening downtown recycling to businesses – everyone using the same hauler, and 
modifying the SSA.  
 
Prescription Drug program recommendations -  
Ms. Miles said to wrap up the discussion, the commission could concisely describe what 
they see as the issue and then make a recommendation which would be seen by Council 
through the minutes.  
 
Ms. Miles also stated that regarding Council representation at meetings, the Council has 
discussed it, and the Mayor will be reaching out to the commission on that issue. 
Chairman Pelloso asked if this was regarding Council representation at a commission 
meeting, and Ms. Miles said yes.  
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Chairman Pelloso then asked about the prescription drug discussion and what further 
discussion was needed since there has been so much already. Ms. Miles said they could 
restate their recommendations again. Commissioner Salman asked if they could come to 
the next meeting with suggestions and then make a collective recommendation as a 
commission, and also stated they should agree on something next month at the meeting.  
 

V. New Business – Green Business Application Revisions 
 
Ms. Miles had paper copies of the Green Business Application and would also pull it up 
on the projection screen for commission discussion. Ms. Miles explained the red edits 
were the edits made by Commissioner Mlade earlier in the year.  
 
The commission discussed each part of the application. Chairman Pelloso suggested 
adding an “If no, why not” to all questions, and Commissioner Getz said her larger 
question is regarding the commissioners subjective review of the applications and thinks 
leaving the questions open-ended is better; giving the businesses an opportunity to 
describe their efforts. She said some of the questions are a bit intimidating or too 
technical for some businesses. Commissioner Salman agreed that explanation should be 
allowed for the questions.  
 
Chairman Pelloso, Commissioner Getz and Commissioner Salman also suggested adding 
detail and examples to some questions so applicants understand each question. Also, 
there should be a place to ask applicants if they are willing to do some of these things 
asked in the application, and that a future review of their efforts by the ECC could be 
done. 
  
Chairman Pelloso again stated many of the questions are very technical and some 
businesses are not going to have the resources for some of these green efforts. 
Commissioner Salman said because we have to either have a big umbrella to include all 
businesses, or make different applications, adding a summary before the application to 
explain that the questions are made for a range of business would be helpful. The 
summary could direct applicants to answer the questions that are relevant to their 
business.  
 
Ms. Miles said she can research some green business audit examples to insert into the 
application. Commissioner Getz reinstated the idea of inserting a summary before the 
application so applicants know what to expect. Ms. Miles said she would make all 
revisions and create a summary paragraph to insert before the application.  
 
Chairman Pelloso stated on the sections with checkboxes that some statements need to be 
more specific, but Commissioner Getz did like how it asked for a brief explanation at the 
end of those sections. Chairman Pelloso then asked if the statements in these sections 
could be numbered, and then applicants can more easily explain each of them by 
referencing the numbered statement.  
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Ms. Miles said she would add the numbers and remove repetitive statements if she saw 
them throughout the application. 
 
Chairman Pelloso asked if the Conservation at Work piece should be made into its own 
question within the application. Commissioner Salman also suggested adding hyperlinks 
to some parts of the application to assist in explanation of some technical words and 
phrases.  
 
Chairman Pelloso stated to add “Yes”, “No”, and “N/A” columns, and an additional cell 
to allow for explanation of each item. This would allow more discussion with the 
business when they come in for review. Chairman Pelloso also suggested adding 
composting. Commissioner Getz said to add that under the waste reduction section. Ms. 
Miles said she would follow the same format for “Yes”, “No”, “N/A” and an explanation 
cell for all applicable sections of the application. Chairman Pelloso asked to remove the 
question on solar power as it is really part of the renewable energy section and to add a 
statement on setting computer monitors to sleep.  
 
Commissioner Getz asked to change the statement “We have participated, to we 
participate in Bike to Work week”. Chairman Pelloso said to remove the bike repair kit 
item as it was probably too specific for this application.  
 
Chairman Pelloso said she does not know of any businesses that fund emergency 
transportation for those employees that use public transit, and said she was familiar with 
van pool programs, but that seemed too specific and not applicable to suburban 
businesses.  
 
Commissioners discussed the concept of task-lighting and questioned if it is really 
necessary for this application and Chairman Pelloso suggested removing this along with 
the controlling the thermostat question.  
 
Dr. Gordon Goodman asked if he could make a comment and said he thought it seemed 
the commission is trying to identify businesses that are already doing green things; their 
accomplishments. He said giving them a list of activities under different areas and asking 
them to specify what they are doing and how that makes them a green company rather 
than asking them to go through a series of “Yes” or “No” questions or checklists would 
be more beneficial.   
 
Chairman Pelloso said this was discussed already by the commission but because they 
have so many varying businesses in the community it has been difficult. Commissioner 
Salman said providing an explanation opportunity is important, but the history of 
applicants has been so varied, and the commission is trying to make the application more 
uniform and measurable, and not as subjective. Dr. Goodman said there was such a 
diversity of businesses and greenness, and said the commission was very ambitious to 
have a checklist for people to use. He also stated it seems to him that to trigger applicants 
to explain what they are doing and then go back to them for more information or to say 
they have hit the mark and say they are a green business would be more beneficial. Dr. 
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Goodman mentioned there should be some give and take because the commission won’t 
get enough suitable information when they get the applications back.  
 
Chairman Pelloso also asked for page numbers to be added. Ms. Miles questioned the 
need of the employee health section. Commissioner Salman said it did not seem 
necessary for this application and Chairman Pelloso agreed. Commissioner Getz said it 
was part of LEED certification and that was likely why it was included. It was agreed to 
remove this section. Additionally, the commissioners said there is a question asking if the 
applicant has any certifications and LEED certification could be listed here. Chairman 
Pelloso said when the application was finished the commission could fill it out with an 
“ABC Corporation” with examples of everything to share with potential applicants. 
Commissioner Salman said it is important to make the application inviting. 
Commissioner Getz mentioned the application should state this is not the final round, and 
Chairman Pelloso said to add the commission may contact you in the future for more 
questions or review. 
  
Ms. Miles said she can send the application to the commissioners when she is done 
making the revisions. There was discussion on Dr. Goodman’s point of not making the 
application so long and having applicants answer so many “Yes” or “No” questions, but 
Chairman Pelloso said it was important to keep everything there to give applicants ideas. 
Also, Chairman Pelloso said after the first applicant completes this new application, the 
commission can ask for feedback on if the application was too tedious. There was also 
discussion on the length of the application, and Chairman Salman stated some points 
could be further combined as some were repetitive.  
 
Tree Sale discussion -  
Chairman Pelloso said last month she mentioned there are opportunities to work with the 
community on rain barrel sales and tree sales and wanted to get an agenda set for these in 
the spring. Chairman Pelloso said it could be a partnership with a number of entities. 
There could be a rain barrel or tree sale or native plant sale. Commissioner Salman said 
the Conservation Foundation would probably like to be involved with a sale of native 
plants. Chairman Pelloso asked to open a line of communication with the Conservation 
Foundation, and Ms. Miles said it could also potentially be in conjunction with a 
workshop similar to the stormwater workshop held last March. Ms. Miles said she can 
reach out to Jan at the Conservation Foundation, and Ms. Karen Daulton Lange, Village 
Stormwater Administrator about moving forward with that idea.  
 
Dr. Goodman said Pierce Downers Heritage Alliance, specifically Ken Lerner has offered 
to volunteer efforts to help with a program like this. Commissioner Salman also stated 
she has noticed the tree line has changed dramatically in the Village.  
 
Big Picture Topic Discussion –  
Commissioner Salman said the improvements on the green business program was 
certainly a goal, but also improving the communications with the Council. 
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Chairman Pelloso then asked Ms. Miles how communications work between the 
commission and the Village Council. If the commission feels strongly about an issue, is it 
possible for any of us to go to a Council meeting and speak on behalf of the commission; 
is that appropriate? Ms. Miles said she was not sure, and would check with the Village 
Attorney on the correct answer to that question. Chairman Pelloso asked moving forward, 
the commission should be working on something that creates real value for the Village; to 
have buy-in from Council. Chairman Pelloso also stated the commission should figure 
out how to better work with Council to be effective as a commission and this is her main 
big picture issue.  
 
Dr. Gordon Goodman said when he was on the commission under Mayor Krajewski, the 
commission had a member who was also a commissioner on the Village Council and was 
the chair of the Environmental Concerns Commission. At that time, the commission was 
to help with the education of the community, and to make the community more sensitive 
to composting and other practices. They fought to get budgeting and be more operational 
and suggested the commission should think about if they want to be operational or 
advisory. Dr. Goodman also said he sent to Commissioner Salman, Chairman Pelloso and 
Ms. Miles examples of other green business applications to see how useful and successful 
they were.  
 
Commissioner Getz had a few small ideas. She mentioned talking with an employee of 
the Park District about goats eating the invasive species on Park District property. This 
employee mentioned there were some properties owned by the Village that could benefit 
from that as well. Chairman Pelloso said perhaps this Park District employee could come 
to a future meeting to talk about it. Commissioner Salman said it has been done in the 
Village before, she believed over by the golf course.  
 
Chairman Pelloso said a similar topic she wanted to mention was something she found 
out about through the Willowbrook Park District. Owls have been getting caught in 
soccer nets. Chairman Pelloso said she contacted the Downers Grove Park District today 
to ask of any current policy on that issue, and ask for any reports of injured animals. 
 
Commissioner Getz presented another idea. She asked what the Village involvement in 
Rotary Fest was. Ms. Miles said it is not a Village event, but the Village does help with 
traffic and other items. Commissioner Getz said there is a huge amount of trash generated 
and no recycling available, and thought the commission could help with that. Chairman 
Pelloso said with downtown recycling that could extend to that event and others. Dr. 
Gordon Goodman commented the Village issues licenses and provides traffic control and 
street closures, and charges the Rotary fees for services there so there is a relationship 
there. A similar process happens for other events in the Village as well. Chairman Pelloso 
asked if there was a specific person at the Village that handles these things. Ms. Miles 
said the emergency management coordinator and community development work with 
these events. Dr. Goodman said there are smaller events like the District 58 Oktoberfest 
that could be more manageable, and recommended the commission talk to the Village 
about all of the things they issue licenses for like Oktoberfest and Rotary Fest to see if 
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there is something that could be done as an introductory program that isn’t as large as 
Rotary Fest. 
 
Commissioner Riley said he was not at the last meeting so he would come prepared for 
the next meeting on any big picture ideas.  
 
Commissioner Salman mentioned she was at an event and Erin at SCARCE told her 
about Lisle’s Green Business Program because it has been very successful but 
Commissioner Salman had not had a chance to look at the application yet. Dr. Goodman 
posed a question, if we have support or a relationship with Chamber 360 or Downtown 
Management, because either of those groups could be helpful with the green business 
program. Dr. Goodman also said the hospital is a big component of the Village and if 
they could be a green business that would be helpful and it was mentioned by several 
commissioners they are already a green business award recipient. Dr. Goodman said he 
was pleased with that.  
 
Chairman Pelloso said to add to the agenda next month to continue to work on the Green 
Business Application. 

 
VI. Adjournment 

Chairman Pelloso asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Salman made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Riley and Commissioner Getz.  
 
Meeting adjourned.  

 


