
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

January 9, 2020 
Village Hall Committee Room 

801 Burlington Ave., Downers Grove 
7:00 PM 

I. Roll Call
II. Visitor Welcome
III. Public Comment
IV. Approval of December 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes
V. New Business

• Yard-waste container requirements for compost 
program

VI. Staff Update
• Review the Role of the ECC

VII. Adjournment



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

January 9, 2020
Village Hall Committee Room 

801 Burlington Ave., Downers Grove 
7:00 PM 

NEW BUSINESS 
         &
STAFF REPORT



VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
Report for the Village 

01/09/2020 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY: 

Yard-waste Container Requirements for Composting Program 
Dan Carlsen, 
Management Analyst 

SYNOPSIS 

Discussion and a recommendation is requested from the Environmental Concerns Commission regarding the 
current requirement that residents must use the yard-waste container from Republic Services in order to 
participate in the composting program.  

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 

The goals for 2019-2021 includes Exceptional Municipal Services and Stewards of Environmental 
Sustainability.  

RECOMMENDATION 

At the discretion of the Environmental Concerns Commission 

BACKGROUND 

In April of 2018, the Village began allowing households served by the solid waste contract to compost certain 
organic waste by including it in yard waste carts.  The composting program runs concurrently with the 
Village’s yard-waste pickup from April 1 through the second week of December.  Customers that rent a yard-
waste cart from Republic Services are allowed to put their composted material, along with any yard-waste 
debris, into their yard waste cart for pickup.  

Environmental Concerns Commission members have expressed interest in expanding the use of the program 
by allowing residents to use privately owned cans for composted material pickup instead of requiring a rented 
yard-waste cart from Republic Services.  Republic Services has indicated that municipalities that participate 
in the composting program can choose whether to allow residents to dispose of material in privately owned 
cans.  The Village will consider modification to the program and requests discussion and a recommendation 
from the Environmental Concerns Commission in advance of any changes.   

ATTACHMENTS 

Village website information related to Composting Program
ECC Compost Questions to Republic Services 



WEBSITE INFORMATION REGARDING CURRENT COMPOSTING PROGRAM 

Cart-Based Compost Program Begins April 1, 2019 
This program applies only to households that rent a yard-waste cart from Republic Services. 

Compost is organic material that can be added to soil to help plants grow. Food scraps and yard waste currently 
make up 20 to 30 percent of what we throw away, and should be composted instead. Making compost keeps 
these materials out of landfills where they take up space and release methane, a potent greenhouse gas. 

The Village's new five-year contract with Republic Services for refuse and recycling services now includes an 
option for residents to separate out useable items for compost. This seasonal service will begin on April 1, 
2018. 

Customers that rent a yard waste cart from Republic may put their compost items in their yard waste cart, along 
with any yard waste. If you do not rent a yard waste cart and wish to participate in the compost program, 
contact Republic Services at 630.964.3232 for cart sizes and pricing. 

Compost/yard waste carts will be collected weekly on your regular pick up day from April 1 through the second 
full week of December. 

ACCEPTABLE COMPOST ITEMS:  

 Standard Yard Waste Materials
 Fruits and Vegetables
 Pastas, breads, crackers and cereals
 Meat (NO BONES)
 Cheese and Yogurt

All materials must be clean and free of debris. 

NOT ACCEPTED: 

 Packaging of any kind; cups, flatware, paper products, labels
 Plastics
 Rubber Bands
 Glass
 Liquids of any type, including milk or juices



COMPOSTING QUESTIONS FROM ECC 
January 9, 2020

1. Would there be any monetary cost associated with making a change from their bins
to using any bin?

No, the use of private yard waste containers for compostable material would not involve a 
monetary cost.  

2. Are there efficiencies from a pickup perspective that will be lost if making this
change?

Any loss of efficiency due to the proposed change in allowing the use of private composting 
containers would have a negligible impact on the overall yard waste collection and disposal 
program.  

3. What other municipalities offer composting as a service and how is that deployed (i.e.
bin type, group or individual pickup, etc.) and what does adoption look like
comparatively? Who is the service provider?

These communities that use Republic as a provider offer composting collection in the following 
manner:  

● Elmhurst – 65 gallon cart monthly rental, additional option is to place compost material in
a yard waste bag or unlined can and attach a yard waste sticker.

● Hinsdale – 65 or 95 gallon monthly rental, this program is cart only
● Clarendon Hills – 65 or 95 gallon monthly rental, this program is cart only
● Forest Park – 65 gallon monthly rental, this program is cart only

4. Why is there a period in time of service offered - I'm assuming that this is due to
volume (i.e. most people do yard waste and not household waste and therefore it is
not efficient to offer the service - or their facilities are ill-equipped to handle
composting in the weather) and if so, would we be able to offer any services in the
interim period to solve for household composting options?

The composting program is dependent on the use of yard-waste drop-off locations, which are 
not open during the winter months.  Offering composting service between mid-December and 
March would represent a service enhancement that, at this time, the Village is not planning to 
provide.  

5. Why is there a limit on the types of composted materials accepted?
The permit issued by the IEPA only allows certain materials to be included as compostable yard
waste material.

6. Would Republic provide a workshop or educational awareness on compost
programs?

Yes, Republic will work with the Village to provide information and awareness regarding 
composting options.  



7. Would Republic be interested in instituting community drop off locations for easy
compost pickup?

The decision to enhance the current level of service by providing community dropoff location 
would be made by the Village of Downers Grove.  At this time, there are no plans to provide this 
service enhancement.  



VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
Report for the Village 

01/09/2020 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY: 

Review the Role of the ECC 
David Fieldman, 
Village Manager 

Synopsis 
During the recent governance model discussions and the preparation of the 2019-21 Long Range Plan, the 
Village Council indicated that Boards and Commissions will continue to operate as they have been 
operating for the past several years. 

In February, former Mayor Tully met with the ECC to facilitate a discussion of their roles and 
responsibilities. The ECC then developed a list of proposed projects and actions. These proposed projects 
and actions were shared with the Village Council in July. 

Mayor Barnett attended the December 12 meeting of the ECC to inform the ECC of the Village Council’s 
direction and to establish expectations about the role of the ECC moving forward. 

Next Steps 
Complete the Composting Discussion - The ECC is currently discussing the Republic Services composting 
program. This discussion should be completed at the January meeting of the ECC. 

ECC to Meet if Agenda Items are Identified - Currently, there are no items or issues which have been 
identified by the Council or staff for ECC consideration. The ECC will meet if the Council refers an issue 
to the ECC for their review and consideration or if staff identifies an agenda item. If no agenda items are 
identified, the ECC will not hold meetings (canceled for lack of agenda items). 

Village Council Consideration of the Role of ECC in the Facilities Replacement and Sustainability Plan 
(FRSP) - In the coming months the Village Council will be preparing the FRSP. Completion of the FRSP is 
expected in April. The public input process to be used for the design and construction of Village facilities 
will be determined as part of the FRSP. The Village Council will decide the role, if any, the ECC will play 
in the facilities project. 

Village Council Discussion of Priority Action Items - Upon completion of the FRSP, the Village Council 
will discuss potential changes to the Priority Action Items in the Long Range Plan. If the Council identifies 
an action related to the roles and responsibilities of boards and commissions, staff will complete the action 
as directed. 
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