
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
May 10, 2012 

 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and asked for a Roll Call.  
Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commission Eisenhart, 
Commissioner Vitti 
Absent: Commissioner Duet, Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Vitt Sale 
 
II.  Review and Approval of March 8, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to approve the minutes from March 8, 2012. 
Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Speta 
seconded the motion. Commissioner Eisenhart stated that he would abstain. The motion 
passed by a voice vote.  
 

III.  Visitor Welcome 

Chairman Sterner welcomed the visitor to the meeting. 

IV.  Staff Update 

Ms. Deitch provided an update on the Village’s electrical aggregation program. The first 
public hearing on the Village’s Plan of Governance was held on May 1 at the Village 
Council meeting. The second public hearing is scheduled for May 15. That night, the 
Village Council would adopt the Plan of Governance and the ordinance authorizing 
aggregation. Most of the other communities in aggregation programs are receiving bids 
for rate of less than five cents per kilowatt hour. The decision on the power mix 
(renewable energy) would be made after the Village receives preliminary pricing. 
Chairman Sterner asked how the residents would get the lower rate. Ms. Deitch stated 
that each resident who is eligible would be automatically enrolled in the program. 
Chairman Sterner suggested that the Village continue to get the message out to residents 
to help them differentiate between the Village program and other offers. Commissioner 
Speta asked how the program will affect the SMART grid. Ms. Deitch stated that the 
SMART grid is independent of this program and would not be delayed or affected by the 
Village’s aggregation program. ComEd does not make any profits from the supply side of 
the electricity.  
 
Ms. Deitch also invited commissioners to the Village’s Public Works Open House on 
May 18 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Ms. Deitch also stated that the Village Council directed 



staff to continue with implementation of the stormwater utility. Chairman Sterner asked 
how property owners would get the credits. Ms. Deitch stated that property owners would 
need to complete a yet-to-be determined application. Ms. Deitch stated that residents 
would be able to apply for a one-time incentive in return for installation of items such as 
rain barrels or rain gardens.  
 
V.  Sustainability Content for Village Website and Social Media 

Ms. Deitch stated that the purpose of this item was to brainstorm some ideas for the 
Village to more effectively communicate information about sustainability using the 
website and other social media. The Village currently does not have a portion of the 
website specifically dedicated to sustainability. The Village would be able to use 
Saturday mornings for Twitter postings regarding sustainability. 
  
The following ideas were generated:  

- Additional examples of village residents (for example, the organic gardeners 
using plants that require less water) 

- Videos that include what the Village does and asking residents what they can do 
(using Shedd Aquarium example) 

- Surveys 
- Links to non-profits than provide educational content (Conservation Foundation, 

Sierra, SCARCE) 
- Green link from the webpage 
- One-stop source for new events or new recycling opportunities 
- Ask residents to find specific eco-friendly items (such as a colorful rain barrel) 

and mention the Village in their twitter feeds 
- Videos on specific topics like the Downers Grove North videos that were 

produced by students 
 
VI.  Old Business 

Ms. Deitch stated that the Village’s Green Business Application is ready. Staff is waiting 
to hire an intern in the Village Manager’s Office to be able to implement the program. 
The plan would still be to have to annual deadlines and for the ECC to review the 
program after the deadlines.  
 
Mr. Cavallo stated that he had seen concerns regarding the Illinois Attorney General 
Office Open Meetings Act training. He asked if there is an alternative to the online 
training. Mr. Sterner asked if there were additional Board/Commission training packets 
available for distribution and asked Ms. Deitch to re-send the link to the online training 
program.  
 
VII. New Business 
Mr. Joseph Vitti, visitor, asked if the Village would consider a campaign to ask visitors to 
the downtown to take recycling items home with them instead of placing it in garbage 



cans, specifically in the train station. Ms. Deitch stated that the train station might be a 
good place to start recycling in the downtown.  
 
Mr. Speta presented an article a solution for the regulation of water pressure that could 
reduce leaks and energy necessary to run a water utility. The technology is in use in the 
United Kingdom and other locations internationally. Ms. Deitch stated that she would ask 
Village staff about the use of this technology and would report back.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Vitti left the meeting at 7:50. There being no quorum remaining, the 
meeting was adjourned.  



DOWNERS GROVE
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION

July 12, 2012
Meeting Minutes

  
  

At 7 p.m., Ms. Deitch stated that there were not enough commissioners present to establish a 
quorum. She explained that the commission could not take any action without a quorum. There 
being no quorum established, the meeting began informally at 7 p.m. with staff update. 
 
Ms. Deitch provided an update on the electrical aggregation program. She stated the Village 
Council awarded the contract to FirstEnergy Solutions. The opt out letters were mailed on 
Friday, July 6. She explained that the Council voted to include renewable energy certificates in 
the rate at an amount to offset 100% of the electricity used in the aggregation program. 
 
Upon arrival of Commissioner Cavallo, Ms. Vitt Sale made a motion to nominate Mr. Cavallo to 
chair the meeting. Commissioner Pelloso seconded the motion and it was approved by a voice 
vote. 
 
Commissioner Cavallo called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call. 
Present: Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner 
Eisenhart, Commissioner Vitt Sale
Absent: Commissioner Duet, Commissioner Sterner, Commissioner Vitti
 
Commissioner Cavallo suggested that the commission make a motion stating that that the 
Environmental Concerns Commission commends the Village’s choice for the aggregation 
program and for the inclusion of renewable energy certificates. Commissioner Vitt Sale made 
the motion. Commissioner Pelloso seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Cavallo asked if there were any changes to the minutes of the May 10, 2012 
meeting. Mr. Speta clarified that he was listed twice on the roll call portion of the minutes. Mr. 
Speta made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Mr. Eisenhart seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved by a voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Vitt Sale asked for additional information regarding the stormwater utility, 
specifically about the incentive program and whether the stormwater fee would be used to 
payoff the bond payments from 2008. Ms. Deitch stated that there would be a credit program for 
non-residential properties  and an incentive program for residential property owners that would 
allow for one-time payments to offset the cost of items like rain barrels or rain gardens. 
 
Also under the topic of staff update, Ms. Deitch stated that the Grove Street Reconstruction 
project was approved by the Village Council. It would consist of pervious pavers from Main 
Street to Carpenter and would also have stormwater improvements.. Ms. Deitch stated that the 
street was originally brick but was paved over. Therefore, the original bricks would not be saved. 
Commissioner Speta asked if this was similar to permeable concrete. Ms. Deitch clarified that 
the plan was for interlocking pavers. Commissioner Cavallo asked if the pavers would withstand 
the same weight. Commissioner Vitt Sale stated that the permeable pavers were originally 
intended for heavy duty use, such as in ports, and that they could hold 3,000 pounds per square 
inch. Commissioner Vitt Sale stated that the new parking lot at Downers Grove North High 
School is also a porous lot. 
 



Ms. Deitch also stated that the electronics recycling event continues to be successful. 
Commissioner Vitt Sale asked about the comment in the previous meeting minutes regarding 
recycling at the train station. Ms. Deitch stated that there is recycling inside the train station 
but the village had not expanded it to the platform. Commissioner Pelloso commented that the 
recycling in Downtown Chicago was very convenient being located next to trash cans and that 
the signs on the trash cans at Union Station were very effective. Ms. Deitch stated that the 
Village has more than 100 garbage cans in the downtown, which would necessitate additional 
costs for recycling, but that staff was hoping to find a more efficient way to introduce recycling 
into the downtown in the future. 
 
Commissioner Cavallo asked for more information on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Update. Ms. 
Deitch said the plan update was underway. Commissioner Speta commented that he would 
like to see more progress on the bike path in Downers Grove. He stated that he rides his bike 
in other towns such as Lisle and Naperville and wonders where the paths are in Downers 
Grove. Commissioner Cavallo stated that he would like to address the environmental benefits 
of bike transportation, such as reducing the number of car trips and encouraging commuters to 
take bikes to the train stations. Commissioner Eisenhart asked what the next steps would be. 
Ms. Deitch stated that she had not be involved in the process but would ask the Public Works 
Department to include the ECC for more formal discussion. Mr. Speta also stated that he would 
like to see additional motorcycle parking. Ms. Deitch said that was something that staff was 
already considering and would likely be implemented soon. 
 
Ms. Deitch provided a demonstration of the CUB Energy Saver tool, which is a website created 
by the Citizens Utility Board to encourage energy savings. Ms. Deitch stated that the Village is 
planning to promote the program this fall and that CUB would be visiting local businesses to 
see if they would participate by providing coupons to residents that participate. Commission VItt 
Sale suggested that providing a coupon for the CUB program could be included as one of the 
criteria in the Green Business Program. 
 
Under New Business, Commissioner Speta asked if there was any reaction regarding the use of 
pressure monitoring software for the water system. Ms. Deitch stated that she provided it to the 
Water Department and that they stated that while they don’t use booster pumps for the water, 
they would circulate the article to local water officials to see if there is any interest in the use of a 
system such as the one shown. 
 
Commissioner Eisenhart asked if the ECC could have additional discussion on water restrictions 
or conservation measures if there are drought conditions in the future. He also suggested that 
the ECC have additional discussion regarding whether the Village could use more native or 
drought tolerant plants. Ms. Deitch stated that she could start working on providing information 
for additional discussions on the topic by the ECC. 
 
Ms. Deitch stated that the next meeting would be scheduled for August 9, 2012. 
 
Commissioner Cavallo asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Vitt Sale made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. Commission Speta second the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
 
 



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 9, 2012 
 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a Roll Call.  
Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Vitti 
Absent: Commissioner Duet, Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner Vitt Sale 
 
II.  Review and Approval of July 12, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of July 12, 2012. 
Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Speta 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.  
 
III.  Visitor Welcome 

Chairman Sterner welcomed Joe Vitti, Sr., to the meeting.  

IV.  Staff Update on Ongoing Projects 
 
Ms. Deitch provided an update on the Recycling Extravaganza, which is scheduled for 
Saturday, October 13 at the Village’s Public Works Building at 5101 Walnut. Ms. Deitch 
stated that additional shredding capacity had been added. Also, the Village will have 
carpet recycling, bike donation, and furniture donation. Chairman Sterner asked if 
chemicals would be accepted. Ms. Deitch stated they would not be accepted. 
Commissioner Speta asked if the event was restricted to residential recycling. He asked 
the best way for businesses to recycle. Ms Deitch stated that most businesses have to 
arrange private haulers for recycling. Chairman Sterner stated that his personal business 
uses recycling provided under the Westmont refuse hauling contract. Commissioner 
Cavallo stated that it may be profitable for some businesses to recycle. Commissioner 
Speta stated that his concern was that there is a need for recycling beyond residential. Ms. 
Deitch stated that DuPage County occasionally offers services to businesses free of 
charge. Ms. Deitch stated that she will distribute emails she receives from DuPage 
County for commercial recycling in the future and would ask for additional information 
on business recycling from the county. Ms. Deitch also stated that the Village had made 
some changes to the layout to reduce the wait times and that the event would be 
advertised as open from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., but all cars in line at 1 p.m. would be processed.  
 
Ms. Deitch provided additional information on the Emerald Ash Borer. The Village has 
3,900 parkway ash trees. There is a significant increase in the number of trees affected. 
More than 100 parkway ash trees have been removed this year. Since 2008, the Village 
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has been proactive in immunizing the trees. None of the trees treated since 2008 are 
showing obvious signs of Emerald Ash Borer. 
 
Ms. Deitch also provided an update on the stormwater utility. The Village is considering 
the implementation of the stormwater utility to provide a sustainable source of revenue 
for stormwater improvements and to incentivize property owners to reduce runoff and to 
improve the quality of the runoff. Earlier in 2012, the Council directed staff to move 
forward with the implementation and now the Council will consider the ordinance that 
creates the utility. Ms. Deitch explained that, if approved as recommended, it would 
apply to all properties in the Village and the charge would be based on the impervious 
area on the property. Chairman Sterner asked when it would be implemented and when 
the incentive and credits could be claimed. Ms. Deitch stated that it would go into effect 
in January 2013 and she would follow up with the implementation team to see when the 
credits would be available. Chairman Sterner asked more about the credits. Ms. Deitch 
stated that credits applied to commercial properties. Commissioner Cavallo asked about 
incentives for residents. Ms. Deitch explained that the one-time incentives would cover a 
portion of the cost of items like rain barrels or rain gardens but residents would not be 
able to reduce the monthly fee. The monthly fee for the average home would be $8.40. 
Chairman Sterner asked how the new fee would be communicated. Ms Deitch explained 
that the Village would use regular means of communication and had conducted public 
meetings earlier in 2012. Chairman Sterner asked why the fee structure would be better 
than the property tax. Ms. Deitch stated that the fee would be applied based on estimated 
impact, measured by impervious area, rather than by the value of the property. The fee 
would also lessen the imbalance of the cost of stormwater between residents and other 
types of properties. The cost of stormwater would also be removed from the property tax 
levy.  
 
Ms. Deitch also provided an update on the construction of a bioswale at Fire Station 3, 
which would reduce flooding in the area.  
 
Also, Ms. Deitch explained that the ECC had requested to be involved in the discussion 
on the bicycle and pedestrian plan. Originally, Ms. Deitch thought the consultant could 
provide a presentation at an ECC meeting; however, the ECC was instead being invited 
to attend the Transportation and Parking Commission meeting, where the item would be 
discussed, on September 12. This would take the place of the regularly scheduled 
September meeting. Commissioner Speta asked whether the members would be invited as 
residents or as commissioners, being that it would carry more weight if they attended as 
commissioners. Ms. Deitch stated that she would clarify and understood that the ECC’s 
preference was to attend as a commission rather than as individual residents. 
Commissioner Speta said that, from the online survey, the focus appeared to be that bike 
paths to the train stations, rather than connecting to other bike paths, which would 
provide recreation. Mr. Vitti, Sr., stated that he felt the focus was on on-street bike lanes 
rather than bike paths. Commissioner Eisenhart suggested that the Village increase the 
ease of taking bikes to parades and other events. Ms. Deitch stated that the Village is now 
able to provide bike valet equipment but that the organization holding the event would 



 3

have to find volunteers. Commissioner Eisenhart suggested coordinating with the bike 
club.  
 
V.  Old Business 

Ms. Deitch stated that she was starting to prepare for a future discussion on water 
conservation, at the request of the Commission. Ms. Deitch presented a chart that showed 
that water use had been declining for the past several years and that this drought year had 
significantly less water usage than the previous drought in 2005. Ms. Deitch stated that 
staff believed that one of the reasons was that water rates had increased. Commissioner 
Vitti asked if there had been an increase in the number of water main breaks. Ms. Deitch 
stated that was one of the reasons for the water rate study – to determine the cost of 
covering infrastructure maintenance and improvement. Commissioner Eisenhart shared 
an article from the Chicago Tribune about the impact of the drought on reserves. Ms. 
Deitch stated that some towns had banned watering. Commissioner Eisenhart stated that 
if there are more intense drought periods followed by rain periods, the use of gray water 
and reserves would be more important.  
 
Commissioner Cavallo asked whether there was an update on electricity aggregation. Ms. 
Deitch stated that the opt out period was over and that the participating accounts were 
being sent to ComEd. Chairman Sterner suggested that the Village take credit for saving 
residents money on their electric bills. Mr. Vitti, Sr., stated that other energy supply 
companies were being aggressive. Ms. Deitch stated that the Village had received that 
feedback and that staff was trying to include as much information about the program in as 
many communication methods as possible.  
 
Mr. Vitti, Sr., asked about the suggestion for recycling stickers on the garbage cans at the 
train stations. Ms. Deitch stated that the workload for staff had been significant in the 
past few months, but that the idea for recycling stickers and for the Green Business 
Program was still viable; she had not been able to devote any time to it in the past month.  
  
VI.  New Business 
Chairman Sterner thanked Commissioner Vitti for his participation as the Youth in 
Government member for the past year.  
 

VII.  Adjournment 

Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Eisenhart 
made a motion. Commissioner Vitti seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice 
vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
 



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

October 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner Simmer, 
Commissioner Speta 
Absent: Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner Hung 
  
Chairman Sterner provided a history of the Environmental Concerns Commission for the 
new members. He asked the new commission members, Liz Pelloso and Justin Simmer, 
to introduce themselves and provide background. Ms. Pelloso shared that she works for 
the US EPA. Mr. Simmer shared that he is an architect and LEED-AP.  
 
II. Review and Approval of August 9, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to approve the August 9, 2012 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Speta made the motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Simmer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.   
 
III.  Visitor Welcome 

There were no visitors.  

IV.  Staff Update on Ongoing Projects 

There was no staff update.  

V. Energy Impact Illinois Presentation 

Ms. Deitch introduced Eric Keeley of Energy Impact Illinois, who provided a 
presentation on the energy efficiency rebate program. Energy Impact Illinois is group that 
advocates for homeowners and is a partnership of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning, Nicor, ComEd, the Center for Neighborhood Technology and the Department 
of Energy. Through the program, homeowners are able to obtain a low-cost (currently at 
$49) energy efficiency assessment, as well as qualify for an instant rebate program that 
will offset the cost of upgrades, specifically for insulation and air sealing. The goal of the 
program is to promote energy efficient upgrades that will save up to 15% on energy costs 
for homeowners. It is the first program that is not income dependent; therefore, any 
single-family homeowner in Downers Grove can qualify. Homeowners also have the 
opportunity to host a ‘house party’ which will provide information to the homeowner and 
neighbors or friends regarding the program. 
 



There are several benefits to homeowners: 1) a low-cost assessment of the energy 
efficiency of the house that includes direct installation of compact fluorescent bulbs and 
hot water heater insulation, 2) an instant rebate of up to 70%, up to $1,750, on the cost of 
energy efficiency upgrades, and 3) a note on the MLS listing of the house that denotes the 
energy efficiency upgrade. The assessment provides a written proposal for the energy 
efficiency work as well as a list of behaviors that can also reduce energy costs. Chairman 
Sterner asked if the homeowner could perform the work. Mr. Keeley stated that the 
homeowner would not qualify for the same rebates available under the program because 
the contractors that are part of the program are fully vetted to ensure that the program is 
meeting its established standards.  
 
Commissioner Pelloso asked if there were other aspects of the program for businesses 
and other types of property owners. Mr. Keeley stated that yes, there were programs from 
business owners, multi-family property owners and low-income programs but that he 
only represents the single-family residential program. However, the call center for 
EnergyImpact Illinois could provide additional information on other programs.  
 
Chairman Sterner stated that often, the ECC takes a formal position in support of 
programs presented. Ms. Deitch stated that she believes the Village is already supporting 
this initiative informally and would begin to publicize the rebate program in the next 
month. Ms. Deitch stated that she would summarize what staff had done to promote the 
program at the next ECC meeting. Commissioner Speta suggested that the Village 
provide additional information on other sources of energy efficiency if residents want to 
complete upgrades on their own in small increments as they can afford it.  
 
VI. Water Conservation Plan 

Ms. Deitch stated that, at the request of the ECC, staff had begun to review the Village’s 
Administrative Regulation on Water Conservation and Emergency Water Restrictions. 
The Village had not updated the plan since 1999. Ms. Deitch stated that one of the first 
steps was to update the reasons for conserving water. Ms. Deitch handed out a summary 
to the ECC members and asked them to consider if they had any additional reasons that 
would provide a compelling reason for water conservation to add to the list. For example, 
Ms. Deitch stated that there is a double benefit for property owners who participate in the 
rebate and credit program for the stormwater utility because they may be able to reduce 
their water bills by installing rain barrels or other items that help to reduce water 
consumption. Chairman Sterner asked how staff would verify on-going qualification for 
credits. Ms. Deitch stated that she was not sure how it would be administered, but there is 
a credit and incentive manual available that describes the program. Commissioner Speta 
suggested that the manual be more widely available (in addition to online) to reach 
property owners who may not be accessing it online. Chairman Sterner asked if the 
Village’s stormwater administrator would be available to speak at a future meeting. 
Chairman Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to provide additional information on the status and 
cost of connecting to the stormwater and water systems for newly annexed properties on 
the west side of the Village.  
 



V.  Old Business 

Commissioner Pelloso asked if there was any follow-up on the TAP Commission meeting 
regarding the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Ms. Deitch stated that the TAP Commission 
would not meet in October but she might have an update in November. 
 
VI.  New Business 

There was no new business. Commissioner Speta suggested that the Commission discuss 
spring and summer topics before the end of the year. 
 
VII. Adjournment 

Commissioner Simmer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Pelloso 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:30 p.m.  



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

November 8, 2012 
MINUTES 

 
 

I.  Roll Call 

 Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call.  

 Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
 Commissioner Hung, Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner Simmer, 
 Commissioner Speta  
 Absent: None 

II.  Review and Approval of October 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 Commissioner Speta made a motion to approve the October 11, 2012 minutes. 
 Commissioner Pelloso seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.  
 
III.  Visitor Welcome 

 Chairman Sterner welcomed Karen Daulton-Lange, the Village’s Stormwater 
 Administrator.  
 
IV.  Staff Update on Ongoing Projects 

 Ms. Deitch stated that the recycling extravaganza had been successful. 
 Additionally, the draft updates to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan would be posted 
 at the end of the week. Finally, the Grove Street reconstruction project which 
 featured permeable pavers would be complete soon.  
 
V. Stormwater Utility Presentation 
 Ms. Daulton-Lange provided an introduction to the stormwater utility. The 
 process of creating the stormwater utility has been a 10-year process. The utility is 
 a new way of paying for stormwater management. In 2005-06, the Village 
 commissioned three consultants to look at different areas of the Village to develop 
 the Watershed Infrastructure Improvement Plan, which identifies and ranks 
 projects by priority level. The Village has been using the WIIP since around 2007. 
 The fund will be allocated for stormwater projects and debt service only. The fee 
 will be based on impervious coverage on a property. 
 
  The Village has created a Credit and Incentive Manual which explains how 
 properties can qualify for on- going credits and one-time incentives. Credits are 
 typically for properties that have on-site stormwater management facilities. 
 Incentives are typically for homeowners and are meant to encourage Best 



 Management Practices. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that the Village had received 
 1,500 inquiries from property owners asking for their specific fee and 
 property tax reduction. Commissioner Pelloso if there had been any submissions 
 for credits. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that no property owners have requested a 
 credit yet. There have been approximately 40 applications for incentives and 35 
 have been approved at this point. Chairman Sterner asked how the homeowner 
 would receive the incentive. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that it would be applied as 
 a one-time credit on the stormwater bill.  
 
 Ms. Deitch stated that she had reached out to the Conservation Foundation to 
 explore opportunities to partner for educational workshops. Commissioner 
 Pelloso asked if the Village had plans to apply for any grants to help residents 
 purchase rain barrels. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that the Village isn’t applying for 
 grants, but is directing residents to local businesses. Ms. Deitch stated that as
 grant opportunities come along, the Village applies for them and would consider 
 grants that would help residents.  
 
 Chairman Sterner asked if the school districts had applied for credits. Ms. 
 Daulton-Lange stated that the Village hasn’t received an application from the 
 school districts yet, but that they are also eligible to apply for education credits for 
 including stormwater management education in the curriculum. Chairman Sterner 
 asked if the Village had contacted the business managers for the school districts. 
 Ms. Deitch stated that the school districts were included in the stormwater utility 
 education process earlier in 2011.  
 

Commissioner Cavallo asked how well the incentives track with the goal of 
reducing stormwater runoff. Ms. Daulton-Lange said that reduction is on a 
smaller scale. Most of the incentives to date have been given for rain barrels. Ms. 
Daulton-Lange said that it has helped put it on the radar of many residents who 
wouldn’t have considered it before. Commissioner Cavallo stated that the biggest 
factor increasing runoff would be when there is construction of a house that is 
bigger than the home that was there before. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that it 
depends; a new home would have to meet the Village’s codes that require 
construction Best Management Practices and may be doing more to control runoff 
than what was done before by a smaller house. Commissioner Cavallo asked if 
there was a rough count of the number of houses that produce less vs. more 
runoff. Commissioner Pelloso stated that her home was an example of this new 
development. The previous home had gutters than connected to the stormwater 
system and her new home does not have that connection. Commissioner Cavallo 
suggested that the factors that have the biggest impact should be those that are 
addressed through the incentive program and the utility fee in general. Ms. 
Daulton-Lange stated that there probably wouldn’t be enough rain barrels and rain 
gardens to reduce the size of the sewer system, for example. The benefit is that 
things like nuisance drainage and groundwater recharge would be affected.  
 



Commissioner Speta asked for clarification on the storm sewer connections. Ms. 
Daulton-Lange stated that in some instances it has been allowed. Ms. Daulton-
Lange stated that it would be a large policy decision. Under the new stormwater 
code, it is not encouraged; on-site storage is preferred under the new code.  
 
Commissioner Pelloso asked how it was determined that it would be a one-time 
incentive instead of an on-going credit for homeowners. Ms. Daulton-Lange 
stated that part of the reasoning was not to reduce the revenue by offering so 
many credits that the benefit of the utility would be reduced. The other factor is 
the staff time needed to implement the credit. The incentives encourage some 
level of awareness and education regarding stormwater.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked if it would be a line item on the water bill. Ms. Daulton-
Lange stated that it would be identified separately on the bill. The Village would 
be issuing another Community Wide Notification phone call and the first bill of 
the year would include a sample bill showing how it had changed.  
 
Commissioner Cavallo asked if any other nearby municipalities were doing 
something similar. Ms. Daulton-Lange stated that Downers Grove is the only 
DuPage municipality with a stormwater utility.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked Ms. Daulton-Lange to provide additional information 
regarding the progress of the program as it continues.  
 

 
VI. Water Conservation Plan 
 Ms. Deitch stated that she had emailed out the Village’s Water Conservation and 
 Emergency Water Restriction Plan.  Ms. Deitch stated that one of the reasons to 
 update the plan is that the justification for conserving water is outdated. Ms. 
 Deitch asked for additional comments to add. Commissioner Pelloso stated that 
 one compelling reason is that Lake Michigan is at a historically low level and it is 
 likely to be an issue for the entire region in the future.  
 

Chairman Sterner asked about the Village’s emergency wells, specifically if they 
had been capped or could be used due to contamination. Ms. Deitch stated that 
she would check into the testing requirements.  
 
Commissioner Pelloso suggested researching other communities’ water 
conservation plans. Commissioner Speta stated that water is necessary for nearly 
every industry; the scarcity of water becomes an economic development issue and 
limits job growth and economic activity. Additionally, recreational activities use 
water and a shortage of water could close down recreational facilities. Abundant 
clean, fresh water provides a healthy environment, in contrast to the past when 
showers and other hygiene practices (hand washing) were limited by lack of 
water.  
 



Ms. Deitch stated that staff would work through different sections of the plan. The 
background section would be updated first. Outcomes of the plan would be 
enhanced water conservation education. Chairman Sterner stated that the residents 
that convert to natural landscaping could encounter neighborhood resistance. Ms. 
Deitch stated that one solution might be for the Village to have a recommended 
Best Practices Guide for natural landscaping.  

 
V.  Old Business 
 Chairman Sterner stated that one piece of old business from previous years is the 
 increase in the coyote sightings and attacks on animals. He stated that the 
 commission might want to review the Village’s practices if sightings continue.  
 
VI.  New Business 

 There was no new business.  

VII.  Adjournment 

 Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 
 Pelloso made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Cavallo seconded 
 the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 
 8:06 p.m.   



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

December 13, 2012 – Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 
 Commissioner Speta nominated Commissioner Cavallo to serve as chair of the 
 meeting. Commissioner Simmer seconded the motion. The motion passed by a 
 voice vote.  
  
 Commissioner Cavallo called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and asked for a 
 roll call.  
 Present: Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner 
 Simmer, Commissioner Speta 
 Absent: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Hung, Commissioner Pelloso 
  
II.  Review and Approval of November 8, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 Commissioner Cavallo asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
 November 8, 2012 meeting. Commissioner Speta made a motion to approve the 
 minutes; Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion. The motion passed by a 
 voice vote.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 

 There were no visitors. 

IV.  Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

 Ms. Deitch provided an update on on-going projects. She stated that the Grove 
 Street reconstruction project, which includes permeable pavers and traffic 
 calming, is complete. Commissioner Eisenhart asked whether staff could provide 
 additional information on the impact of the pavers on stormwater. Commissioner 
 Cavallo asked whether pavers were something that residents could install. Ms. 
 Deitch stated that pavers are included in the stormwater utility incentive program. 
 Commissioner Simmer also stated that the presentation mentioned the durability 
 of the pavers allows for low lifetime cost of pavers. 
 
 Ms. Deitch also stated that the Village is planning to install a cistern system that 
 would allow the Village to re-use rainwater from its buildings for irrigation 
 purposes.  
 
 Commissioner Speta asked for an update on the Village’s municipal electrical 
 aggregation. Ms. Deitch stated that the program is in place and has been without 
 major issues. Currently, the Village is active on a committee with the 



 Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to review ICC proposals for regulations on 
 municipal aggregation programs.  
 
 
V. Water Conservation 

 a. Proposed Updates to Background Section of Existing Plan 

 Ms. Deitch stated that she had made updates based on ECC and staff updates to 
 the Water Conservation Administrative Regulation. Commissioner Eisenhart 
 asked to clarify whether the State Department of Natural Resources actually 
 referred to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Ms. Deitch stated that it 
 did. Commissioner Eisenhart also requested additional clarification in the 
 paragraph regarding re-use of water, in which it is not clear which department is 
 responsible for this promotion and for the addition of all available means of
 communication for notification for water restrictions. Commissioner Speta also 
 suggested additional wording to show that it applies to businesses. He also stated 
 that businesses have some additional needs for water usage in the event that 
 restrictions are put in place and the plan should address those needs. For example, 
 it is easier to shut down landscaping sprinklers than it is to discontinue operations 
 during periods of drought, but a business might be able to shift operations to a 
 period of the day when there would be less waste of water. Commissioner Cavallo 
 suggested that the Village could experiment with some water conservation 
 initiatives (such as sprinkler sensors) and could then share the results with the 
 business community. Ms. Deitch stated that staff is considering turning off the 
 automatic sprinklers to water only as necessary, but it might be more practical to 
 do that at Village Hall rather than in other remote buildings.  
 
 b. Partnership with Conservation Foundation for Educational Programs 

 Ms. Deitch discussed her visit to the Conservation Foundation property at 
 McDonald Farm in unincorporated Naperville. The facilities showcase water 
 conservation features, such rain gardens, rain harvesting (tanks and cisterns) and 
 natural landscaping. Ms. Deitch stated that the Conservation Foundation offered 
 several ideas for partnering to promote conservation and stormwater management. 
 Ms. Deitch shared the ideas which include educational sessions for businesses and 
 residents, as well as an organized visit to the Conservation Foundation property.  
 
 Commissioner Cavallo suggested that the Village hold three sessions: one in 
 February for residents, another in March for businesses and a late-spring visit to 
 the Conservation Foundation for interested residents or businesses. Ms. Deitch 
 stated that she would move forward with planning for those events.  
 
 Commissioner Eisenhart discussed his interaction with Midwest Groundcovers, 
 which sponsored natural landscaping for the City of Geneva. Ms. Deitch stated 
 that she would forward the information to the remainder of the commissioners.   



 
IV. Old Business 

 Ms. Deitch stated that she should have additional information on the Green 
 Business program in the coming months now that the Village has filled a vacant 
 position in the Village Manager’s Office.   
 
VI.  New Business 

 There was no new business.  

VII.  Adjournment 

 The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, January 10, 2013. Commissioner 
 Eisenhart made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Simmer seconded 
 the motion. It passed by a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
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