
MINUTES 
 

DOWNERS GROVE  
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

 
January 13, 2011 

Public Works Main Conference Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 
 
I. Roll Call 

Present: Michael Duet, Thomas Eisenhart, Chairman Joseph Sterner, Gregory 
Hosé, James Cavallo, Sarah Batchu, Lois Vitt Sale 
 
Absent: Jim Speta 
 
Staff: Management Analyst Allison Alonzo 
 
 

II. Review and Approval of November 18, 2010 Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Sterner asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. Mr. Hosé requested 
that the spelling of Mr. Eisenhart’s name be corrected in second paragraph of the 
Staff Update section of the minutes. Mr. Sterner asked for a vote to approve the 
November 18, 2010 minutes as corrected. Motion carried by a voice vote. Ms. 
Vitt Sale abstains.   

 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 Mr. Sterner welcomed resident Mark Thoman to the meeting.  
 
IV. Staff Update  

Mr. Sterner stated that the Commission is currently working on topics that were 
started in 2010. If Commissioners have ideas for new topics or for guest speakers, 
they should contact Ms. Alonzo. Ms. Alonzo stated that the Recycling 
Extravaganza was tentatively being scheduled for the second weekend in 
September in 2011. Staff is planning to take Ms. Batchu’s suggestion into account 
by advertising the event at the local high schools. Ms. Alonzo stated that the 
Village had collected nearly one ton of holiday lights through the holiday light 
program. The Village received a check in the amount of $.20 per pound collected. 
Ms. Alonzo stated that another recycling company had also expressed interest in 
providing the recycling program in 2011; therefore, the Village might consider 
formalizing an agreement for next season’s program. Mr. Sterner asked if the 
Village could extend the program if interest continued. Mr. Eisenhart asked staff 
to consider providing information on more efficient lighting options to residents 
who are replacing lights.  
 
Ms. Alonzo stated that staff is beginning work on the promotion of the changes to 
solid waste collection that will occur when the renewed contract with Republic 
Services goes into effect on April 1, 2011. Staff met with Republic Services and it 



was determined that Republic Services will provide a presentation to the Village 
Council regarding the changes to the contract. Ms. Vitt Sale asked what size the 
new recycling cart would be. Ms. Alonzo stated that she would inquire and 
provide an answer. Ms. Alonzo clarified that there is unlimited recycling at any 
time regardless of the garbage cart’s size. Ms. Vitt Sale inquired whether 
Republic Services would be able to present the changes in the contract to the 
Commission. Ms. Alonzo stated that she had provided a summary of the changes 
to the Commission at the November 2010 Commission meeting and that Republic 
Services was only being asked to provide a summary of the promotion of the new 
contract at a future Village Council meeting.  
 
The Commission discussed additional recycling opportunities at the Recycling 
Extravaganza. Ms. Vitt Sale suggested collecting recycling construction materials. 
Ms. Vitt Sale also suggested providing electronics recycling and contacting 
Peoples Resource Center to accept used computers.  

 
V. Commercial Recycling Initiative 

Ms. Alonzo stated that staff will start looking into a program to promote 
commercial recycling. Ms. Alonzo stated that the Village does not require 
businesses to recycle; however, waste haulers are required to provide the service. 
Staff is going to meet with Republic Services to determine what some of the 
obstacles to recycling might be. Ms. Sterner stated that his business in Westmont 
has started recycling with Waste Management. Mr. Sterner suggested contacting 
staff in Westmont to see what their experience has been with the recycling 
program. Ms. Alonzo stated that the representative from DuPage County would 
be able to provide more information on recycling programs in other communities. 
Ms. Alonzo stated that she was being invited to the next Commission meeting. 
Ms. Vitt Sale asked whether employees in Village facilities recycle. Ms. Alonzo 
stated that there is recycling in Village facilities; however, she is not aware of the 
percentage of waste diversion because of recycling. Mr. Eisenhart asked for 
clarification on the definition of ‘commercial’ as it applies to the program. Ms. 
Alonzo stated that it applies to all occupancies that are not included in the 
Republic Services solid waste contract. Mr. Cavallo stated that it may be difficult 
to tackle the entire commercial sector and that staff may need to focus on a 
specific sector to start. For example, staff could focus on the semi-industrial or 
small industrial groups on the west side of town, which might have different 
recycling needs than small commercial and retail occupancies. On the north side, 
the office buildings have different needs. Mr. Cavallo suggested segmenting the 
program to focus on particular types of commercial classes as opposed to the one-
program-fits-all concept. Ms. Vitt Sale suggested relating the program to the 
zoning plan. Mr. Duet suggested focusing on the Ogden Business District or the 
Main Street Business District to highlight a new program. Ms. Vitt Sale suggested 
targeting large office buildings. Mr. Cavallo suggested including local 
congregations in the program. Mr. Cavallo also suggested creating a forum for 
gathering more ideas and finding out what businesses are already doing.   

 
VI. Draft Sustainability Achievements Report and Plan 

Ms. Alonzo introduced the draft of the Sustainability Achievements Report and 
the Village’s plan for projects in the area of sustainability for 2011.  



   
- Ms. Vitt Sale asked to clarify who is required to adhere to the anti-idling 

policy 
- Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the improvements to diesel consumption should also 

state that they increased fuel efficiency and reduced emissions 
- Mr. Eisenhart suggested quantifying emissions and using benchmarks  
- Mr. Sterned asked if there was concern for the impact of the state’s finances 

on state grants.  
- Mr. Sterner asked about the agreement with GTI and when the project would 

be completed. Ms. Vitt Sale asked about the compressed natural gas facility. 
How many vehicles are supported now and how many could be supported 
after the project?  

- Ms. Vitt Sale recommended using solar thermal panels only in facilities that 
had a high domestic hot water need. Mr. Cavallo stated that the fire stations 
might be the appropriate use for these panels.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale and Mr. Sterner inquired about the waste oil furnace. Mr. 
Sterner asked whether the furnace would create additional emissions. Ms. Vitt 
Sale asked what type of fuel would be used. Ms. Alonzo stated that she would 
provide additional information at the next meeting.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale asked for more details on the municipal lighting retrofit; 
specifically, what are the savings in emissions? 

- Ms. Vitt Sale suggested including that LED lights do not have mercury in the 
section about LED lighting in Council Chambers.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the sentence ‘Investigate other opportunities for 
wind, solar, LED and geo-thermal energy use’ should be corrected as LED is 
not a form of energy.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale asked Ms. Alonzo to be more specific about the type of efficient 
lighting that would be planned for the Village Hall parking lot. Ms. Alonzo 
stated that staff is researching hybrid solar/wind options for the parking lot 
lighting. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that street light electricity could be reduced by 
cutting back lighting use and adjusting the timing. She stated that research 
shows that lighting for pedestrian safety is relatively low.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that the Village participate in a ComEd energy audit.  
- Mr. Eisenhart asked whether the Commission had reached consensus on the 

number of recycling events offered by the village. Ms. Alonzo stated that staff 
discussed the idea of offering more than one event and determined that only 
one could be offered. Mr. Cavallo asked whether other communities offered 
the same event. Mr. Sterner stated that the Village could cross-promote events 
with other local events. Mr. Cavallo suggested coordinating among four 
groups.  

- Mr. Hosé asked about prescription drug recycling at the Recycling 
Extravaganza. Ms. Alonzo stated that there are existing programs at police 
stations and would find out whether the village offered the program.  

- Mr. Thoman asked about the Rain Barrel project. Ms. Alonzo stated that the 
village is already planning another Rain Barrel project. Mr. Thoman stated 
that the Pierce Downer Alliance would be willing to provide volunteers for the 
event.  



- Mr. Eisenhart asked for further information regarding the cost-share program 
for rain gardens and suggested promoting rain gardens at the Rain Barrel 
event.  

- Ms. Vitt Sale asked staff to include water usage benchmarking for village 
facilities. Mr. Eisenhart stated that lower water usage does not translate to 
lower water bills. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that some villages are incentivizing 
lower water usage. 

- Ms. Vitt Sale asked whether the statistic on parkway streets included new vs. 
replacement trees.  

- Mr. Sterner suggested more promotion bike paths. He also suggested 
reminding residents to be aware that bikes are on the road.  

- Mr. Eisenhart suggested promoting sustainability projects at Grove Fest.  
 
VII. Old Business 
  

The Commission discussed the Center for Neighborhood Technology’s Municipal 
Energy Profile Project. Mr. Cavallo stated that it was disappointing to see that the 
Village’s households use more energy, on average, than the rest of DuPage 
County but stated that it might be because the Village has a larger housing stock 
or an older housing stock.  

  
Ms. Alonzo updated the ECC on the Sterling North stormwater project. She stated 
the village is not pursuing the project at this time and there is no progress. Mr. 
Sterner asked whether the Village would be providing an end plan for the project.  

  
VIII. New Business  
  
 Ms. Vitt Sale asked Ms. Batchu to provide a summary of what is happening in  

sustainability projects at the high school level. Mr. Sterner suggested talking to 
the principal regarding recycling opportunities at the high school. Ms. Vitt Sale 
said it would be interesting to find out about the interest in sustainability at the 
high school and if there is anything in the curriculum.  

 
IX. Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for February 10, 2011. Mr. Eisenhart made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Duet seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Allison Alonzo 



 
DOWNERS GROVE  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION  
March 10, 2011  

Minutes 
 
  

I. Roll Call  
 

Present: Joseph Sterner, Lois Vitt Sale, James Cavallo, Tom Eisenhart, Sarah Batchu, Jim 
Speta, Greg Hose 
 
Absent: Michael Duet 
 
Staff: Allison Alonzo 

 
II.      Review and Approval of January 13, 2011 Meeting Minutes  

        
Chairman Sterner asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. Mr. Sterner asked for 
a vote to approve the January 11, 2011 minutes. Motion carried by a voice vote.  

 
III.      Visitor Welcome  

Chairman Sterner welcomed Ron Nowicky to the meeting, a resident and landscape 
architect. Mr. Nowicky stated that he has a presentation for the commission. 

 
 
IV.      Staff Update  

Ms. Alonzo stated that the rain barrel event is scheduled for 2011. The Chamber of 
Commerce and the Economic Development Corporation are taking the lead role this year. 
Ms. Alonzo stated that the goal is to sell 600 rain barrels and that the barrels will be sold 
by non-profit organizations and picked up at local retailers Ace Hardware and 
Wannemakers. The Village’s role is to give advice to the organizations based on last year’s 
experience. Ms. Alonzo stated that she was unsure which non-profits would benefit but 
would find out for the next meeting. Mr. Sterner asked Ms. Alonzo to provide information 
on the total sales to the commission at a later date. Mr. Cavallo asked whether sales tax 
would be added on to the price of the barrel. Ms. Alonzo stated that she did not know but 
would find out. Mr. Eisenhart asked how much money would go to the non-profit 
organization. He stated that the if the goal is to conserve water, then the price should be 
kept low to sell more barrels. Ms. Alonzo stated that she believes it is between $20 and 
$40 that benefits the non-profit organization.  

 
Mr. Speta suggested that the Village consider promoting compost bin usage after the rain 
barrel sale is complete. Ms. Alonzo stated that she did not think staff would be involved in 
promoting more events of this type but said that she would communicate the suggestion to 
the Village staff and others who were involved in the rain barrel event. Ms. Vitt Sale stated 
that it would be good to know if there is a positive impact to the Village with the reduction 
of yard waste that would result from using compost bins.   
 



Mr. Sterner invited Mr. Nowicky to give his presentation. Mr. Nowicky stated that he is a 
30-year resident of Downers Grove with his wife and owner of the Land Office. Mr. 
Nowicky stated that he is at the meeting to encourage Downers Grove to embrace 
sustainable living. Mr. Nowicky stated that the village has taken a first step in the right 
direction but would like a more assertive response to make Downers Grove a national 
leader in sustainable living. Mr. Nowicky stated that he is present to present a plan for 
Downers Grove that would be easy to implement and would address issues that the Village 
is facing. Mr. Nowicky stated that he built his home to conserve natural resources, increase 
bio-diversity, and increase the educational potential of landscape. Mr. Nowicky stated that 
he is proposing that the Village government proclaim that Downers Grove is the greenest 
village in Chicago. He stated that he would like to see a series of signs at the entrances to 
Downers Grove and along the railroad tracks that welcome visitors to Downers Grove. He 
stated that should be followed up with a publicity blitz, a website and policy of 
cooperation with and nuture of a natural system. Mr. Nowicky stated that the Village could 
have am organic and ornamental vegetable garden at City Hall, which would be similar to 
a project in Portland, Oregon and would be a teaching site. Mr. Nowicky stated that there 
could also be a rain garden at Village Hall, which would reduce the need for stormwater 
projects. The purpose of these projects would be to promote similar projects by residents. 
Mr. Nowicky stated that he had found a grant that provides funding for community 
gardens. Ms. Alonzo stated that the Village was not ready to submit a grant at this time but 
might consider it in the future. Ms. Alonzo stated that the Village is preparing for a bid to 
provide design options for residential rain gardens. Mr. Sterner suggested that Mr. 
Nowicky consider making the presentation to the Village council.  
 
Mr. Sterner stated that the projects and policy are similar to the existing sustainability plan. 
Mr. Cavallo stated that the projects could be incorporated into a Cool Cities project. Mr. 
Speta stated that some of the projects would require a culture change for residents. He 
stated that it would be a longer, life-changing transition that could take 20 to 30 years.  
 
Mr. Hose asked if there was an update on the Green Power Community. Ms. Alonzo stated 
that staff has not been able to provide a recommendation to the Village Council yet, but 
anticipates making a recommendation by June 2011.   
  

V.  Cool Cities Program  
Ms. Vitt Sale provided a summary of the Cool Cities program. She stated that Cool Cities 
has recently partnered with the U.S. Green Building Council to promote green building 
codes but is not sure if the Village would be ready to move forward. Ms. Vitt Sale stated 
that several nearby communities are listed as Cool Cities participants, including Westmont 
and Elmhurst. Mr. Eisenhart stated that the Village’s first step would likely be the third 
step of the Cool Cities process, which would be to sign the agreement. Ms. Vitt Sale stated 
that the first steps is to engage community groups in the process. Mr. Hose stated that if 
more groups sign on, it would be better. Mr. Cavallo stated that Cool Cities is a larger 
effort than what the Village does as a governing unit to include what the community does 
for itself. Mr. Cavallo stated that the proposal should be connected with other community 
groups. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the Village is already doing many of the things that the 
Cool Cities program promotes but is spinning its wheels because the Village has not 
signed off on Green Power Community or the Cool Cities program. Mr. Sterner stated that 
there is some apprehension to sign off on an agreement and the question is if the Village 
can do similar things without signing the agreement. Mr. Eisenhart asked if there are 



additional benefits to signing off. Mr. Eisenhart said that he thinks it is important to have 
benchmarks and wonders if there are additional grant opportunities after signing the 
agreement. Mr. Hose stated that the benefit is setting aspirational goals for the Village 
which would be something to measure how far we are going and what progress we are 
making. Mr. Cavallo stated that we can develop aspirations on our own; the benefit is 
connecting with other communities that are doing the same thing. Mr. Sterner suggested 
that Ms. Alonzo contact Elmhurst to see what they are doing for a possible outside speaker 
in the future. Mr. Speta stated that he would like to get away from the paperwork aspect of 
the Cool Cities and concentrate on doing the things that the program supports. Mr. Hose 
stated that sometimes we need the paperwork to be able to get there and there is a benefit 
to connecting with other communities. Ms. Vitt Sale that campaigns like Cool Cities give 
the structure around which to benchmark and make progress. She stated that the ECC has 
been talking about this for several years and still hasn’t moved forward. Mr. Cavallo 
suggested continuing to talk to other groups in Downers Grove and this program will give 
another structure for talking to communities. 
 
Mr. Sterner stated the discussion could be continued at a future meeting. The next meeting 
was scheduled for April 14, 2011.  
 

IX. Adjournment 
Mr. Hose made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Vitt Sale seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by a voice vote. 



Minutes 
 

DOWNERS GROVE  
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

 
April 14, 2011 

 
Chairman:  Joseph Sterner 
Members:  Lois Vitt Sale, James Cavallo, Thomas Eisenhart, Sarah Batchu, Jim Speta, 
Gregory Hose, Michael Duet 
 
 
I. Roll Call 
 Present: Joseph Sterner, Lois Vitt Sale, Sarah Batchu, Jim Speta, Greg Hose 
 Abesent: James Cavallo, Thomas Eisenhart, Michael Duet (arrived later)  
 
II. Review and Approval of March 10, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Sterner asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. Mr. Sterner asked 
for a vote to approve the March 10, 2011 minutes. Motion carried by a voice vote.  

 
Mr. Speta asked whether Ms. Alonzo had additional comments regarding Village 
staff involvement in future rain barrel or composting sales. Ms. Alonzo stated that 
the Village would not be facilitating a compost bin sale but it might be a portion 
of a future ‘Green Fest.’ Ms. Alonzo stated that she would look for other ways 
that the Village could promote the concept of composting. Ms. Vitt Sale discussed 
the blog posting she had written on composting and stated that she would send it 
to Ms. Alonzo for distribution to other ECC members.  
 

III. Visitor Welcome 
 There were no visitors. 
 
IV. Staff Update  

Ms. Alonzo gave an update on the Recycling Extravaganza. She stated that it had 
been held in Lot H at the Belmont Train Station in the past but will have a 
different location. Mr. Sterner suggested the 75th Street parking lots. Ms. Alonzo 
also stated that the Village has been notified by Creative Recycling that the 
organization will pay the Village for some items collected during the Recycling 
Extravaganza.  
 
Ms. Alonzo also stated that the Village is investigating the use of used cooking oil 
to supplement the fuel for the Village’s diesel vehicles. Representatives from the 
Village recently visited Algonquin to learn about their program. The Village has 
contacted a local vendor to discuss the feasibility of purchasing used cooking oil.  

 
V. Cool Cities Program 

Ms. Alonzo stated that the staff recommendation on the Cool Cities program 
would not be to move forward with the program, but that the staff would continue 



to implement incremental changes to increase energy efficiency and decrease 
emissions as possible. Ms. Vitt Sale asked if the Village would commit to 
undergo an energy efficiency audit. Ms. Alonzo stated she had inquired about the 
energy audit and that the Village had been required to complete an energy audit as 
part of the Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant. Mr. Speta asked to if a 
copy of the results is available. Ms. Alonzo said she would see whether she could 
get a copy for the commission.  
 
Ms. Alonzo stated that staff was considering other ideas that had been 
implemented by other communities involved in the Cool Cities program. She 
stated that the Village would attempt to calculate whether it had been able to 
achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal with the programs that have 
already been implemented. Ms. Alonzo stated that there are two emissions goals 
to research, the first being a reduction in emissions over 1990 levels and the 
second being an end in increases in emissions by 2010. Mr. Duet suggested 
contacting communities that were already participating in the program to 
determine how they calculated the 1990 baseline emissions. Ms. Alonzo stated 
that it would be probably scheduled for 2012, rather than for 2011.  
 
Ms. Alonzo stated that the staff was considering whether the Village could hold a 
Green Fest, which is an activity that Elmhurst’s Cool Cities group had already 
implemented. Ms. Alonzo also stated that staff would consider a Green Business 
Recognition Program which would be similar to a program already implemented 
in Hoffman Estates. Ms. Vitt Sale recommended that Commission members send 
Ms. Alonzo ideas for criteria for a green business recognition program.  

 
VI. Old Business 

Mr. Speta asked if the Village Council had referred any items to the Commission. 
Ms. Alonzo stated that there were no new referrals for Commission discussion.  
 
Mr. Speta showed a recent publication received by Downers Grove residents that 
contained an article about solar panel project that was being installed at Hillcrest 
School. Mr. Speta asked if the Commission could invite the organizer to the 
future ECC meeting to discuss the project. Mr. Speta also referenced an article on 
residential housing improvements that are sustainable. He suggested that the 
Village begin to provide more information to residents on this topic. Ms. Alonzo 
showed the Village of Hoffman Estates website as an example of what another 
municipality is doing.  

 
VIII. New Business  

Mr. Sterner asked the Village to find out what the Village is doing for mosquito 
spraying based on previous ECC recommendations to eliminate using chemicals 
for spraying. 
  

IX.  Adjournment 



The next meeting was scheduled for May 12, 2011. Mr. Duet moved to 
adjourn the meeting. Ms. Vitt Sale seconded the motion. Motion passed by a 
voice vote.  



Minutes 
 

DOWNERS GROVE  
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

 
June 9, 2011 

 
 
I. Roll Call 

Commissioner Hose made a motion to appoint Lois Vitt Sale as acting chairperson. 
Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion. Acting Chairman Vitt Sale called the 
meeting to order. 
 
Present: Commissioner Vitt Sale, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
Commissioner Batchu, Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Hose, Commissioner Duet 
Absent: Sterner 

 
II. Review and Approval of April 14, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Vitt Sale asked for a motion to approve the minutes from April 14, 2011. 
Mr. Hose made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Duet seconded the 
motion. The motion passed by a voice vote. Mr. Eisenhart abstained. 

 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 There were no visitors.  
 
IV. Staff Update  

Ms. Alonzo stated that the village was moving closer to using used cooking oil as fuel for 
diesel vehicles. The Village recently purchased two loads of the oil and is storing it at the 
Village’s fleet facility. The oil was purchased from a local vendor.  
 
Ms. Alonzo stated that the Public Works Department held a competition at its Public 
Works Open House on May 20, 2011 to promote its green practices. Children were given 
questions to ask staff members. The children that answered all but one question correctly 
were entered in a drawing to ride on a Public Works vehicle during the 4th of July parade.  
 
Ms. Alonzo stated that the new stormwater project at 2nd and Cumnor would incorporate 
best management practices such as a rain garden, permeable pavers, underground 
structures that remove pollutants from the stormwater and a naturalized basin. The 
Village is also in the design process for a pilot retention facility off of Washington Street 
as part of the Green Streets/Sustainable Stormwater Program.  

 
V. Downtown Recycling Referral 

Ms. Alonzo stated that the Village received a letter from a student at Downers Grove 
North High School asking the Village to consider providing recycling in public areas 
such as the downtown. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the ECC had previously considered and 
recommended public recycling. Ms. Alonzo stated that it had been considered during 



negotiations for the solid waste contract in 2010 but that it could not be included in the 
agreement with Republic due to the additional cost they would incur for providing the 
recycling. Mr. Hose stated that he thinks that the ECC would make the recommendation. 
Mr. Cavallo stated that the recycling program would set a good example. Mr. Hose stated 
that providing recycling says to the community that the Village is serious about recycling 
and encourages others to recycle. Mr. Eisenhart stated that it reduces waste going to the 
landfill. Mr. Hose suggested that the Village investigate selling advertising space on the 
recycling bin if cost is a preventing factor in providing recycling. Mr. Cavallo stated that 
the outside of the bin might be a good place to educate the public on what can be recycled 
and what cannot be recycled. Mr. Speta asked why the recycling should be limited to the 
downtown area. Ms. Batchu suggested that it would be a good place to start. Ms. Vitt 
Sale suggested that the Village partner with another group, such as Boy Scouts to assist 
the village in beginning to recycle before there is a contract in place.  
 
Ms. Alonzo suggested that the commission make a recommendation to formally reflect 
the commissions’ consensus. Mr. Cavallo made motion recommending to the Village 
Council to collect recycling in the downtown area and by doing so, set a good example, 
and approach the park district to partner to provide recycling in parks, and look for an 
opportunity in the interim to find a group that could help provide recycling. Mr. Hose 
seconded the motion. Motion passed by a voice vote.  

 
VI. Old Business 

 
Ms. Vitt Sale stated that it would be helpful to receive the meeting materials with greater 
time before the meeting. Mr. Eisenhart also stated that additional information provided by 
commissioners to Ms. Alonzo could be sent in separate emails rather than emailed as part 
of the meeting materials. Ms. Alonzo agreed to send the materials out in advance of the 
meeting.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale referred to the meeting minutes from the previous meeting regarding Ms. 
Alonzo’s statement that staff would not continue to consider the Cool Cities program. 
She asked for clarification on staff’s role in bringing the ECC recommendations forward 
to the Village Council. She stated that she thinks the protocol is that the Commission 
serves the Council and that the implication of not bringing the recommendation forward 
is that the Commission serves the staff. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that it is OK if the staff does 
not agree with the Commission but that should not prevent the Commission from asking 
the Council to consider something. Ms. Alonzo stated that she would ask for clarification 
from the Village Manager.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale stated that as part of the conversation, the Commission had asked to invite 
representatives from other cities that are participating in Cool Cities. Mr. Speta stated that 
the minutes said that the Commission would like to invite the community member who 
organized the solar panel project at Hillcrest School to the ECC meeting. Ms. Alonzo 
stated that she was uneasy about inviting visitors to the meetings if there was a chance 
that there would not be a quorum and the meeting would have to be cancelled. Mr. 



Cavallo suggested that the Commission invite visitors after the summer is over and that 
the meeting be held in a space where more visitors and the community could be invited.  

 
Mr. Eisenhart stated that the general path for ECC recommendations is that the Council 
refers an item to the Commission and the ECC offers back a recommendation. Mr. 
Cavallo stated that the ECC is different from other commissions and can identify areas 
for recommendations that have not been referred to the Commission by the Council. Ms. 
Alonzo stated that that was correct. Mr. Hose read the enabling ordinance from the 
Municipal Code to confirm that the ECC could make recommendations without a 
referral.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale asked Ms. Alonzo to provide information in response to Mr. Sterner’s 
question on mosquito spraying that was included in the previous month’s minutes. Ms. 
Alonzo stated that she discussed the topic with the Village’s Assistant Director of Public 
Works. The Village is not currently spraying and only does so reluctantly when there are 
West Nile mosquitoes found, as the Village is aware that there is some opposition to 
spraying from community members. Mr. Speta stated that he read that the Village is 
using larvicide at this time. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that Mr. Sterner asked about the 
chemicals used in the spraying. Ms. Alonzo stated that the Assistant Director of Public 
Works stated that it is a plant derivative. Ms. Vitt Sale asked for additional information 
on public safety issues with spraying, such as notification of spraying.  

  
Ms. Alonzo stated that Green Business program would be a way to provide recognition to 
businesses that meet the criteria of the program. Mr. Speta stated that the program could 
be expanded to include other members of the community that are examples of green 
practices, such as residents. Ms. Vitt Sale asked the Commission to consider thinking of 
other awards that could be given in addition to the green business program. Ms. Vitt Sale 
suggested that the topic could be discussed further at a future meeting.  

 
VIII. New Business  
 There was no new business.  
 
IX. Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for July 14, 2011. Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. 
Speta. Mr. Hose seconded the motion.  



ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
Minutes 

July 14, 2011 
 
 
I. Roll Call 

Present: Joseph Sterner, James Cavallo, Thomas Eisenhart, Jim Speta, Greg Hose, 
Sarah Batchu 

 
 
II. Review and Approval of June 9, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Sterner asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. Two spelling 
corrections were brought up. Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes as amended. Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the 
minutes as amended. Commissioner Hose second the motion. The motion passed 
by a voice vote.  

 
III. Visitor Welcome 

There were no visitors.  
 

IV.       Staff Update 
Electronics Recycling – Ms. Deitch stated that starting January 1, 2012, there will 
be a ban on disposal of electronics in landfills. As a result, the Village is looking 
to provide on-going electronics recycling in partnership with Creative Recycling 
Services, which has an existing agreement with DuPage County to provide 
residential electronics recycling. Creative Recycling has previously worked with 
the Village at the annual recycling extravaganzas. The Village anticipates 
beginning this service in October. It will likely be on the first Saturday of each 
month at Village Hall. Chairman Sterner asked if the Recycling Extravaganza will 
be held at the Belmont Station this year. Ms. Deitch stated that it will be held at 
the Public Works Building. Mr. Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to provide additional 
information on Creative Recycling, specifically how and where the recycled 
materials are processed to avoid pollution and other contamination and to ensure 
the company is taking all the proper precautions.  
 
2nd and Cumnor Project – Ms. Deitch stated that the Village is incorporating Best 
Management Practices into the stormwater project at 2nd and Cumnor. Ms. Deitch 
showed the draft of the educational sign that will be located at the site to the 
Commission. Ms. Deitch stated that the project will have a rain garden with native 
plants and it will also have components to filter pollutants from the water.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked for additional information on the tree losses from the 
summer storms. Ms. Deitch stated that she was unsure if the Village Forester had 
been able to calculate all the tree losses at this point but would report to the 
commission at the next meeting. Mr. Eisenhart brought up an article on the City 
of Chicago and stated that the city is changing its tree selection in anticipation of 



climate change and to protect against invasive species. Ms. Deitch stated that she 
would ask the Village Forester for additional information.  
 

 
IV. Green Business Recognition Program 

 
Ms. Deitch stated that the Green Business Program discussion was a continuation 
of previous discussions. Mr. Sterner asked if this would be an annual program or a 
semi –annual program. Ms. Deitch stated that it could be an on-going program in 
which the Commission could review the applications and determine whether or 
not they meet the criteria of the program. Mr. Hose stated that there could be a 
Top of the Class award given each year in each category as well as a regular 
recognition program. 
 
Ms. Deitch asked for feedback on the criteria that had been submitted. Mr. 
Eisenhart stated that the Hoffman Estates program was very comprehensive and 
asked if it had been successful. Ms. Deitch stated that from what she knew, no 
businesses had qualified. Mr. Sterner stated that it should be a recognition 
program and a public relations bonus for the business. Ms. Batchu stated that it 
could be more general at first. Mr. Sterner stated that there could be criteria for an 
annual award program. 
 
Mr. Hose suggested grouping the businesses in categories. Mr. Cavallo stated that 
instead of specific criteria, the program could ask the business to write an essay or 
describe its achievements. Mr. Hose stated that this would give the Commission 
an idea of what businesses see in their own industry rather than determining the 
criteria for them. Mr. Speta stated that the program should have a number of 
categories to distinguish the difference between green practices for different types 
of businesses. Mr. Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to research the types of businesses to 
create the categories. Ms. Deitch stated that she would provide the list at the next 
meeting.  
 

 
VI.  Old Business 

Public Space Recycling – Ms. Deitch stated that she received permission from the 
Village Manager to proceed with a Request for Proposals process for public space 
recycling in the downtown business district to determine the cost of the program.  
 
Mosquito Spraying – Ms. Deitch stated that the Village did not have any 
immediate plans for mosquito spraying because there are no West Nile-carrying 
mosquitoes that have been found within the Village. Ms. Deitch provided the 
Commission with a copy of the brochure for Anvil, the insecticide used by the 
Village’s contractor for mosquito spraying, and showed an online version of the 
material safety data sheet. Mr. Sterner stated that the chemicals listed on the sheet 
are chemicals that cause concern and that the Village should not continue with 



mosquito spraying. Ms. Deitch stated that the Village’s policy is to spray for 
mosquitoes if there are West Nile mosquitoes present.  
 
Commission Recommendations – Ms. Deitch stated that she had been asked by 
the Commission to provide clarification on how ECC recommendations are 
provided to the Village Council. Ms. Deitch stated that the Village Council 
receives the recommendations through the Village Council agenda process. The 
Village Council can then ask staff to provide additional information or take action 
on a recommendation if desired. Mr. Eisenhart asked if there could be a summary 
report provided with the minutes. Ms. Deitch stated that she would ask the Village 
Manager about the request. 

 
VII.   New Business 
 Mr. Eisenhart referred to the article he provided to the Commission regarding the   
  City of Aurora’s stormwater program. He requested that staff see if there could  
 be a guest speaker from the City of Aurora for a future ECC meeting.   
 
VIII. Adjournment 

Mr. Eisenhart made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Cavallo seconded the 
motion.  



MINUTES 
DOWNERS GROVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
September 8, 2011 

 
 
I. Roll Call 
Present: Chairman Sterner, Joseph Vitti, Greg Hose, Tom Eisenhart, Lois Vitt Sale, James Speta 
Absent: Michael Duet, James Cavallo 
 
II. Review and Approval of July 14, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
Commissioner Hose made a motion to approve the July 14, 2011 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion. Motion passed by a voice vote.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
Chairman Sterner welcomed two visitors: 
- Teri Kulat  
- Stacey Salman 
 
IV. Staff Update 
Ms. Deitch provided a summary of the rain barrel event. Not-for-profit organizations sold 374 
rain barrels. The barrels were purchased from Ace Hardware and Wannemaker’s at a reduced 
price. In conjunction with the rain barrel sales, eight painted barrels were auctioned benefiting 
the YMCA and the Downers Grove North Art Program. Each received $665. 
 
Ms. Deitch reported that Representative Judy Biggert visited the Village to see the Village’s 
sustainability projects. She toured the Village’s Fleet Garage and also visited the Prentiss Creek 
subdivision to see the hybrid streetlights.  
 
V. Green Business Recognition Program 
Ms. Deitch presented a memo to the Commission from staff that asked the commission to discuss 
the program scope, categories of businesses, categories for green practice, the application 
process and the recognition.  
 
Program Scope 
Ms. Deitch stated that at the previous meeting, the Commission discussed the certification vs. 
recognition program. Ms. Deitch stated that the commission was interested in hearing more 
information from businesses in regard to their practices rather than certifying the business as 
green based on certain criteria. Mr. Eisenhart stated that he would like to see businesses share 
their best practices rather than meet criteria. Mr. Hose stated that the hybrid approach with a 
rubric for measuring would allow for the creation of a ‘Best in Class’ award.  
 
Mr. Speta asked whether the businesses should be divided into additional categories to recognize 
the diversity of businesses.  Manufacturing, for example, is large and diverse and could be 
divided into additional categories, such as construction, metal-working, electrical or chemical.  
 



Ms. Vitt Sale discussed the addition of ISO 14001 which is a certification for businesses that 
want to reduce environmental impact. The commission discussed several options for verification 
of sustainable practices including a letter of recommendation, certification of ISO 14001 or other 
certification or verification by an employee or customer. The commission reached consensus to 
ask for verification of compliance with environmental regulations. Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that 
large businesses should be required to provide third-party verification of green practices.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that a letter or narrative request for recognition could be used instead of 
an application. Mr. Eisenhart stated that it would be more daunting application for a small 
business. He stated that he likes the addition of verifying practices. Mr. Sterner suggested that 
instead of getting bogged down in details, it would be better to get the program off the ground 
first. Mr. Vitti stated that he likes the idea of a short application with an attached document that 
lists all the practices that a business could consider.  
 
Resident visitor Ms. Kulat suggested that the application could also be an educational 
opportunity for businesses that do not qualify but would be able to learn about qualifying for the 
next year.  
 
Mr. Sterner requested that Ms. Deitch use the discussion from the meeting to present a draft 
application for the next meeting.  
 
VI. Old Business 
Ms. Deitch provided an update on tree losses from summer storms. According to the Village 
forester, 180 trees were lost, which is less than 1% of the total inventory. Residents were 
contacted for replanting. Some locations would be completed this fall. Mr. Sterner asked if this 
reflected an increase in the budget or was part of the normal planting.  
 
Ms. Deitch stated that the Recycling Extravaganza will be held on September 24, 2011 and that 
regular on-going electronics recycling will begin on November 5, 2011.  
 
Mr. Hose asked about the summer mosquito spraying. He asked whether the spraying was in 
response to West Nile Virus being detected in the area given that the Village said that its practice 
was to spray if there was West Nile found. Ms. Deitch stated that she would provide an answer at 
the next meeting.  
 
VII. New Business 
Mr. Sterner asked the visitors if they wanted to speak. Ms. Salman stated that she was there after 
reviewing the ECC minutes online. She stated that the Cool Cities program had changed and that 
the goal is now to ask municipalities to build a renewable energy ordinance to define how 
renewable energy fits into the community. Ms. Salman said that she believes that the timing is 
appropriate now to begin to address energy usage. She would like to know how the Village is 
using its energy audits and the Center for Neighborhood Technology report. Ms. Deitch stated 
that the Village continues to pursue incremental improvements in energy consumption as the 
budget allows or as grants become available. Ms. Salman stated that she believes the Cool Cities 
recommendation to begin to consider a renewable energy ordinance is a good way to get started 
in the community.  



 
Ms. Kulat stated that she wanted to inform that commission that there is now a curriculum based 
on climate change and that there are opportunities for education in the community.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
Mr. Speta made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Eisenhart seconded the motion. Motion 
passed by a voice vote.  



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
October 13, 2011 

 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Commissioner Vitt Sale made a motion to appoint Commissioner Hose as acting 
chair. Commissioner Speta seconded the motion.  
 
Commissioner Hose asked for a roll call.  
 
Present: Commissioner Hose, Commissioner Duet, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
Commissioner Vitt Sale, Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Vitti 
 
Absent: Commissioner Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo 

 
II.  Review and Approval of September 8, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Hose asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. 
Commissioner Eisenhart made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. 
Commissioner Vitt Sale seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.  
 

III.  Visitor Welcome 

 Commissioner Hose welcomed two visitors: Joseph Vitti and Krista Varsbergs. 

IV.  Staff Update 

Ms. Deitch provided an update on the Village’s recycling extravaganza. The 
following were collected: 117,520 lbs of electronics, 202 lead-acid batteries, 120 
bikes, 115 American flags, 126 propane tanks, and 20,000 lbs of shredded paper. 
Ms. Deitch stated that not all vehicles were able to enter the event before the line 
was cut off. The Village is reviewing the event to avoid that in the future. Ms. 
Varsbergs stated that it was difficult to find a place to recycle prescription drugs. 
Ms. Deitch stated that the Village’s website had further information on its 
website. Mr. Vitti suggested that the website state more prominently that the Lisle 
Police Department collects prescriptions drugs. Ms. Varsbergs also commented 
that it was difficult to find information on recycling on the Village’s website. Ms. 
Deitch stated that she had discussed placing a ‘Green Initiatives’ button on the 
front page of the website.  

 
 
 
 



V.  Presentation on Hillcrest School Green Initiatives 

Ms. Varsbergs discussed Hillcrest School’s green initiatives with which she has 
been involved. She has a child that attends the school. Through SCARCE, the 
school began working on renewal of its Earth Flag. As part of the renewal, the 
school formed an eco-club and completed a waste audit. The school received a 
$10,000 grant to purchase and install six solar panels on the south roof line of the 
school. The solar system is connected to an educational program that allows the 
school to incorporate renewable energy into the curriculum. It provides real-time 
statistics on the energy generated by the solar panels. The school also created an 
eco-club, has a composting program and promotes waste-free lunches. She stated 
that the composting containers were old. Commissioner Vitt Sale suggested that 
she contact the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
which provides grants for compost bins. Ms. Varsbergs stated that she was 
interested in creating an anti-idling program similar to the Village’s program for 
parents picking up their children from school.  

 

VI.  Green Business Recognition Program 

The Commission discussed the application for the Green Business Recognition 
program. The commission suggested the following changes: 

 Insert a link from the application to the examples 
 List bicycle parking and anti-idling policy under Employee Practices 
 Show the application to business owners before starting the program 
 Add stormwater pollution prevention 
 Take out waterless urinals (not legal in Illinois) and replace with ultra low-

flow urinals and toilets 
 Add an ‘other’ box to types of businesses 
 Water: Suggest EPA Watersense labeled appliances 
 Water: Add suggestion for putting the irrigation system on a timer and 

having moisture sensors 
 Have three levels of achievement (One tree, two trees, three trees or 

bronze, silver, gold)  
 For the Green Pledge form, have the business commit to reporting a year 

later on progress 
 Provide information on green practices during the permitting process 
 

 
VII.  Old Business 

Ms. Deitch stated that one of the Village’s engineers would attend the next 
meeting to discuss the stormwater pollution prevention practices that the village 
uses. Ms. Deitch also stated she would attempt to contact the Elmhurst Cool 
Cities Coalition again and the City of Aurora as requested.  
 



VIII.  New Business 

 There was no new business.  

IX.  Adjournment 

Commissioner Hose asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Duet made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Vitti seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by a voice vote.  



DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

November 10, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order and requested a roll call.  

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Vitt Sale, Commissioner Hose 
 
Absent: Commissioner Viti, Commissioner Duet 

II. Review and Approval of October 13, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Sterner asked for comments, changes or revisions to the October 13, 2011 
meeting minutes. Commissioner Vitt Sale made a motion to approve the minutes as 
amended. Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice 
vote.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 

Chairman Sterner welcomed Village staff member Jeff Loster. Village engineer Jeff 
Loster gave a presentation on the environmentally friendly stormwater infrastructure 
improvements that the Village has completed. The presentation covered the following 
maintenance projects: 59th Street Ditch Restoration, Lacey Creek Retaining Walls, St. 
Joseph Creek Stabilization. It covered the following new infrastructure projects: Green 
Streets, 2nd and Cumnor, Downtown Business District, and Fire Station #3 Bioswale.  
 

IV. Staff Update 
Ms. Deitch provided an update on the Village’s electronics recycling event. The event on 
November 5 was the first event. More than 200 cars and walk-ups passed through and the 
Village collected more than 20,000 pounds of electronics for recycling. The feedback at 
the event was very positive. The Village is going to increase its communication efforts 
for this event so that residents know it is a regular collection.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to discuss electricity aggregation. Ms. Deitch stated 
that the Village Council will consider a motion to operate an aggregation program for 
residential and small retail commercial electricity customers. There are 22 retail electric 
suppliers. The Will County Governmental League is joining together 20 municipalities to 
bid competitively on electricity supply on behalf of those cities and their residents for a 
period of 12 months. The program requires a referendum in March, which is why the 
process is beginning now. The electricity will be bid competitively over the summer. Ms. 
Deitch stated that staff believes there could be two ways to incorporate renewable energy 



into the program if the Council decides to join the Will County Governmental League’s 
program. The first renewable energy option would be to have the Will County 
Governmental League include in its bid a certain percentage of renewable energy credits. 
The other option would be for the Village to purchase renewable energy credits. Ms. 
Deitch stated that staff welcomed the ECC’s feedback and would include the ECC’s 
comments in the agenda memo that would be provided to the Council.  
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale stated that independently of Ms. Deitch’s presentation, she had been 
contacted by Blue Star Energy, as she is personally a customer of the company. She 
stated that municipalities can enter individually into a purchasing agreement. The 
overarching strategy of the program is to give residents and small businesses the 
opportunity to buy power at a scale. It is a community-based buying program. The reason 
that she was contacted is that she is a green power advocate. She is interested in the 
program because she would like to be able to bring electricity bills down considering the 
tight economy, but she stated that she thinks there should be a mix of green power. She 
stated that she personally purchase 100% green power and she pays less than she would 
pay from ComEd. It is not as big of a discount as she would get through an aggregation 
program. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the Integrys presentation given at the Village Council 
meeting stated that the Village could expect rate savings of as much as 18% and she 
stated that she would imagine that joining the Will County program would make the 
buying power much stronger. The reason that she asked for the program to be considered 
by the ECC is that the ECC could make a recommendation to go back to the Council for a 
percentage of mix of green power in that program. 
 
Mr. Sterner asked what kind of savings the Village would see. Ms. Deitch stated that 
residents could see around $150 in savings per year. Ms. Deitch stated that the ComEd 
rate now is around 7.5 cents per kilowatt hour and most of the contracts being bid right 
now are around 5.5 cents per kilowatt hour.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale asked where the Village would get its supply of power under a new 
scenario. Ms. Deitch stated that she was not sure, but would clarify. She stated that the 
Village now has a contract with Champion Energy for its revenue-producing buildings. 
ComEd does not actually sell electricity; the rate is a pass-through.  
 
Mr. Hose asked if there would be a difference in savings between a scenario where 
Downers Grove runs its own aggregation program or where it joins the Will County 
program. Ms. Deitch stated that the price would be comparable to what the other 
communities had received in a contract. North Aurora is a recent example of a 
community that went alone; they have a rate of 5.7 cents per kilowatt hour.  
 
Mr. Hose asked who would make the payment to the consultant. Ms. Deitch stated that 
the electricity customers would pay a fee as part of the rate. The fee would be equivalent 
to about $2.40 per customer per year.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked if the Village had sought out the Will County program. Ms. 
Deitch stated that the Village had been approached to join by the Will County 



Governmental League and that other communities outside the league have also been 
invited. Mr. Sterner asked if DuPage County is considering a similar program. Ms. 
Deitch stated that they are not. She stated that the Council is considering a letter of intent 
and will have opportunities to withdraw prior to when bids are sought.  
 
Mr. Sterner asked the Commission if it wanted to give a recommendation regarding the 
program. Mr. Cavallo stated that the motion should encourage the Council to consider the 
program and in the Commission’s judgement, it is a benefit to the resident and that the 
Commission hopes there will be a high level of renewable energy included. Ms. Vitt Sale 
stated that she would like the Commission to give direction on a percentage of renewable 
energy.  
 
Mr. Hose stated that the Oak Park model to purchase 100% green power was interesting 
and asked if there would be an opportunity for residents to choose 100% green power or a 
portion of green power. Ms. Deitch stated that the Will County Governmental League 
representatives stated that it would be an administrative burden to administer a program 
like that due to the high number of customers.  
 
Mr. Sterner asked Mr. Speta if he would like to provide his opinion. He stated that he was 
in agreement.  
 
Ms. Vitt Sale stated that she was able to find the State of Illinois’ renewable energy 
standard and that the current standard is that by the year 2025, 25% of energy sold in 
Illinois will be from renewable sources. Mr.Eisenhart asked whether there was a standard 
in place now. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that the current percentage is 5% and increases each 
year by 1% to 25% by 2025. Mr. Eisenhart stated that the Commission’s role is to think 
about the environmental component as opposed to only the cost and that the motion 
should encourage the Village to purchase renewable energy credits separately if it is not 
included in the Will County Governmental League program. Ms. Vitt Sale stated that 
helping residents purchase electricity at a lower rate in an aggregation program is also a 
good thing to do and that social equity is a component of sustainability. She stated that 
she can buy green power by choice but that this program could really help residents to 
pay lower electricity. Mr. Eisenhart agreed.  
 
Mr. Hose stated that he would like to see the Commission recommend a percentage of 
renewable power. Mr. Cavallo stated that 25% is a good goal that would be appropriate. 
Mr. Sterner stated that it could be a range, with a minimum of 5% and a goal of getting to 
25%. Mr. Hose stated that the range could be higher. Mr. Cavallo stated that the range 
could be between 15% and 25%.  
 
 Mr. Hose made a motion that stated that the Commission endorses the Village’s entry 
into a municipal aggregation program and that as part of the purchase, there would be a 
minimum of 15% with a goal of reaching 25% renewable energy and that in the event 
that the Will County program does not meet a minimum of 15%, that the Village 
purchases renewable energy credits to make up the difference. Ms. Vitt Sale seconded the 
motion. Mr. Sterner asked for a roll call.  



 
Ays: Cavallo, Eisenhart, Speta, Hose, Vitt Sale, Sterner 
Nays: None 
 
The motion passed 6-0.  
 
 
V. Presentation on Downers Grove Stormwater Best Management Practices 

This item was discussed during Visitors Welcome.  

 
VI.  Green Business Recognition Program 

Ms. Deitch stated that staff would continue work on this project. There was no discussion 
on this item. 
 
VII.  Old Business 

VIII. New Business 

IX. Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for January 12, 2012. Commissioner Vitt Sale made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Hose seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by a voice vote.  
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