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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
November 18, 2010 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Michael Duet, Jim Speta, Thomas Eisenhart, Chairman Joseph Sterner, Gregory Hosé, 
James Cavallo, Sarah Batchu 

 
Absent: Member Lois Vitt Sale 
Staff: Management Analyst Allison Alonzo, Management Intern Mary Van Milligen  
 

II. Review and Approval of July 8, 2010 Minutes 
 

Mr. Sterner asked for corrections or revisions to the minutes. Mr. made a motion to approve the 
July 8, 2010 minutes. Seconded by Mr. Motion carried by voice vote of 6-0. (Hosé abstains.) 

  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 

 The Commission welcomed Ginny Foskett.  
 
IV. Staff Update  

Ms. Alonzo provided an update on projects that staff is working on. Many of the projects were 
funded through the Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program. The Prentiss Creek streetlights were 
installed earlier this year. The Village is installing solar panels on pump stations. Mr. Speta asked 
for clarification on the type of panels that are being installed. Ms. Alonzo stated that they are 
thermal heating panels to reduce heating costs for the buildings.  Ms. Alonzo also reported that the 
civic center and parking deck lights have been upgraded to more efficient lights and the Village will 
have a holiday lights recycling program. Also, the Village purchased a waste oil furnace and 
investigated a wind turbine project for the parking deck.  
 
Mr. Eisenhart stated that he thinks the village should measure the energy efficiency improvement 
resulting from the projects using metrics. Ms. Alonzo stated that the improvement from the parking 
deck lights is being tracked. Mr. Hose stated that the village should track lower energy usage in 
village hall. Mr. Eisemhart stated that measuring the improvements would help build support for 
future projects. Mr. Cavallo stated that the Village should measure the reduction in therms used for 
pump stations and kilowatt hours for the parking deck. Mr. Speta said that there are some residents 
in the community who want to see energy savings and others who want to see monetary savings.  

 
 
V. Review of Recycling Extravaganza 
 

Ms. Van Milligen gave a summary report of the Village’s Recycling Extravaganza, which took 
place on September 11, 2010 at the Belmont Train Station.  Ms. Van Milligen stated that the 
recycling extravaganza was a success, that the paper shredding feature was well-received by 
residents and that the event saw more cars but fewer overall items. The Commission inquired 
whether there could be a second recycling extravaganza during the same year. Ms. Van Milligen 
said that amount of staff time available to dedicate to the event would have to be a consideration. 
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Ms. Batchu asked how the event was publicized and suggested that the Village use the school 
newspapers and organizations to publicize the event. Mr. Cavallo inquired whether there was a plan 
for 2011. Ms. Van Milligen answered that it was still under consideration. Mr. Speta recommended 
that the Village use the community-wide notification prior to the event. Mr. Cavallo made a 
motion to commend staff for the hard work and successful recycling extravaganza and to 
recommend another event in the future. The motion carried by a voice vote.   

 
VI. Status and Plan for Implementation of Solid Waste Contract 

Ms. Alonzo stated that the Village Council approved the new contract with ARC Disposal on 
October 9, 2010. The contract will be in effect in April of 2011. Ms. Alonzo stated that the contract 
includes some recommendations from the ECC, including the sticker program and the reduction of 
amnesty days. Ms. Foskett inquired why the recycling cart option would not be offered to sticker 
participants. Ms. Alonzo explained that the recycling cart is an incentive for residents to move to 
the cart program and that providing the cart to sticker users could lead to more contamination of 
recycling. Ms. Alonzo stated that the commission would be asked to discuss communication of the 
new contract to residents.  

 
V. Old Business –  

 

 

Tom Eisenhart inquired about the status of the ECC’s recommendation regarding the EPA’s Green 
Power Communities program.  Mr. Dieter stated that he forwarded the recommendation to the 
Village Manager who will communicate the item to the Village Council via the Non-Agenda 
Packet.  The Village Council will address the item during its 2010 Strategic Planning sessions 
scheduled for August 3 and 10.  Mr. Eisenhart requested that staff provide a report to the ECC 
regarding the outcome of the Strategic Planning sessions at the next meeting.   

   
 Ms. Vitt Sale asked about the status of the bio-swale project at Fire Station 3.  Mr. Dieter said he 
will provide an update at the next meeting.   
 
VI. New Business   

 Ms. Vitt Sale asked whether the commission felt it might be time to again discuss the “Cool Cities” 
program.  Ms. Vitt Sale asked staff whether the ECC’s recommendation to join Cool Cities was presented 
to the Village Council for formal consideration.  Mr. Sterner said the item was brought before the Council 
but was not approved.  Mr. Dieter will confirm.   
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
 The next meeting was scheduled for August 12, 2010.  Mr. Eisenhart moved to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Speta.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Allison Alonzo 
Management Analyst 
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