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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
July 9, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman  Sterner called the Downers Grove Environmental Concerns Commission to order at 
7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call:   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Members Thomas Eisenhart, Michaela Grenier, Jim Speta, 
Gregory Hose  

 
Absent: Members James Cavallo, Lois Vitt Sale 
 
Staff: Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter and Management Intern Jamie 

Belongia 
 

II. Review of June 11, 2009 Minutes 
 
 Mr. Eisenhart made a motion to approve the June 11, 2009 minutes.  Mr. Speta seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried by voice vote of 5-0 
 
III. Visitor Welcome - None Present 
 
IV. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Content 
 
 Village Management Analyst, Mr. Brandon Dieter, called attention to a draft compilation of 
the seven Sustainability Best Practices reports that the commission reviewed previously which 
basically made up the main report.   He noted the final report would contain graphics and some 
executive summaries.  (Ms. Vitt Sale arrives.)  In addition to the draft report, he stated a staff report 
will accompany the document to the Village Council.   Mr. Dieter expects that the Village Council 
will vote on the final document some time in August.  Regarding any significant changes, the 
chairman asked that staff provide this commission with a copy to review; staff concurred. 
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale expressed her disappointment that the commission spent much time discussing 
various changes to the reports which were not reflected in the document, wherein Mr. Dieter 
explained those comments would be summarized be in a cover memo (to be distributed) explaining 
those comments that were used in the report and those that were not.   
 
 Mr. Dieter reviewed the staff report briefly noting the ECC’s recommendations that were 
incorporated into the report.  However, he noted the Recommendation section explained that due to 
time constraints or staffing constraints, the recommendations were not incorporated into this version 
of the plan but could possibly be incorporated into future plans, as directed by the Village Council.  
Additionally, he explained some of the recommendations were not incorporated due to them being 
policy-level discussions and he felt it would be appropriate to have public input when including such 
items into the Strategic Plan.   
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 An explanation followed as to who was on the village’s sustainability team when the report 
was being initially reviewed.   Mr. Dieter explained part of the reason for the cover memo was for the 
Village Council to discuss the topics in more detail.  The chairman reiterated that he wanted to 
convey to the Village Council that the ECC did review the topics thoroughly.   
 
 Per Mr. Eisenhart’s comment about the ECC’s goals and whether it was a timing issue, 
Mr. Dieter explained that this would be the first year for the village to have a sustainability plan and 
it would be used as a basis to establish a base line so that next year’s performance measures could be 
taken.   Much data did not exist yet.  Other commissioners agreed that affixing a number to some of 
the goals should be listed just for some sort of measurement purpose.  Mr. Speta emphasized that 
staff show proof of where some of its figures were coming from, specifically in Transportation.  
Mr. Dieter stated he could provide that information if the commission wanted it.  Ms. Vitt Sale 
offered that staff could suggest in its memo is to use the word “consider” before each goal so that the 
goals can be reviewed again in the future and be used as possible benchmarks.  
 
 Mr. Hose suggested that another good way to present the policy-oriented ideas was to list 
them and their environmental benefits and also provide a little bit more detail under the 
Transportation section, specifically, the Safe Route to School program grant and how it can be 
obtained.  As to the Anti-Idling policy, he asked whether staff could provide how much fuel could be 
saved and how it translated to dollars saved.   Another suggestion was to include the commission’s 
minutes and previous drafts that were worked on in order to present the ideas that were discussed.   
Mr. Dieter concurred.   
 
 More comments included minor spelling changes, better clarification of the on-street bike 
path savings, reducing some of the redundant points, and possibly combining statements between 
Recent Achievements and How We Measure the Progress sections.   Measurement of bus ridership 
was also suggested to be added into the report.  
 
 The Energy section was reviewed with comments on better clarification and the fact that 
there was no discussion about any existing renewable energy in the village.  Staff would research and 
clarify some statements in the section.   As to Recent Achievements under Renewable Energy, 
Ms. Vitt Sale and Mr. Eisenhart pointed out that just applying for a grant did not achieve it.  
However, securing money for a grant was a goal.  Ms. Vitt Sale noted other clarifications.  Under 
Current Best Practices, questions followed on whether staff knew the percentage of village-controlled 
signals; staff would research.  Also, those signals that were not controlled by the village, Mr. Hose 
asked if they have LED lighting and, if not, could the village contact the entity to change the lights to 
something more energy efficient.   Regarding energy audits for other village facilities, Mr. Dieter 
stated the audits were being provided by ComEd.  As to the Research Geothermal and Research 
Wind Power sections, Ms. Vitt Sale discussed the importance of having an energy benchmark for 
operating new and renovated buildings.   Lastly, it was suggested that maps be included for the 
replacements of lighting in Parking Lot D.  Ms. Grenier asked that staff explain phantom loads for 
ease of understanding. 
 
 The Waste and Recycling section was reviewed with Ms. Vitt Sale questioning how waste 
diversion would reduce operating costs, wherein Mr. Dieter discussed the recent reuse or swap of 
office supplies within his department.  Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that staff add under Recent 
Achievements that the village provided recycling containers at Heritage Fest.  She also was 
disappointed that the idea of having recycling receptacles on the streets of downtown was not in the 
report or memo.  Another commissioner suggested that the items collected at the Recycling 
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Extravaganza should list where they were sent to be either reused or resold.  Another comment 
included what the savings were when the village sent two of its six newsletters electronically. 
 
 The Solid Waste graphics were reviewed with Mr. Hose suggesting to combine the solid 
waste, yard waste, and remaining waste into one pie chart.  (Mr. Eisenhart leaves meeting)  It was 
also stated that the public could recycle items on a weekly basis by using their green bins and not 
have to wait for a special event. 
 
 Regarding the Urban Forest section, Ms. Vitt Sale mentioned there was noting said about the 
greenhouse effect and suggested changing it to “global warming.”   Also, it was suggested to 
combine a couple of the bullets and reduce some of the details in this section.   Reviewing Measuring 
Progress, better percentage clarification was needed on how many trees were being planted since the 
inception the forestry program.  Another goal suggested was to get the funding for the shortage of 
trees being planted in the village.   
 
 Under the Planning and Building section, comments followed that there was no mention of 
open space consideration for adoption, no energy code, and no LEED certification for new village 
facilities.   Under Goals, she asked that there be “consideration” of these types of improvements.  
 
 Reviewing the Water section, under You Can Make a Difference, suggestions including 
adding rain barrels and the adoption of IPC 2006.   Ms. Vitt Sale discussed that staff previously 
mentioned the adoption of state plumbing code, which she felt was weak, and stated the code did not 
represent the best practices that are now adopted.   
 
 Lastly, under Community Outreach, it was noted there was no mention in the memo of 
community involvement and the public sharing their stories or environmental tips, i.e., a “citizens’ 
corner” meeting.   Staff would better clarify that in the memo.   Ms. Grenier suggested adding the use 
of the two high schools’ combined radio station for public service announcements.  
 
 Chairman Sterner thanked the commissioners for their input and thanked staff for its 
compilation of material.  He offered the commission’s assistance in the presentation to the Village 
Council.  Mr. Dieter stated he would make the above-discussed changes and send out the packet for 
the commissioners to review.   
 
 Mr. Hose made a motion that the ECC recommend the Sustainability Report, as 
amended by the above comments, to the Village Council, seconded by Ms. Grenier.   Roll call: 
 
 Aye: Ms. Grenier, Mr. Speta, Mr. Hose, Chairman Sterner 
 Nay: None 
 Abstain:  Ms. Vitt-Sale 
 MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE:  4-0-1 
 
V. Old Business  
 
 Mr. Dieter discussed the recycling events that were scheduled to take place, i.e., the 
Recycling Extravaganza (Sept. 26th, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Belmont parking lot) followed by 
Garbage Amnesty Week.  Ms. Belongia explained that she has begun a list of what is needed for the 
event but will have more information next month.  Ms. Grenier stated she could provide volunteers 
for the Extravaganza since she was the National Honor Society service coordinator for her school.  
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Mr. Grenier offered to contact the coordinator for Downers North High School to obtain additional 
volunteers.   
 
 A brief update followed on Heritage Fest.  Mr. Dieter discussed that there was no further 
movement on the rain barrel program due to the budget but he would bring up the issue again.  He 
also explained that if other municipalities are selling rain barrels, it gets publicized on the village’s 
web site.    
 
VI. New Business   
 
  Mr. Speta discussed the funding of village programs in general and still wanted to speak 
about programs even though funding for this year was not abundant.  A general dialog arose on how 
issues could be kept in the forefront and that the Village Council could determine what projects it 
wanted to prioritize. The chairman pointed out that the Village Council does review certain “wish 
list” items during the annual budget time.  Ms. Vitt Sale conveyed that if the village adopts the 
Sustainability Plan, that priority assignments should be given for elements within the plan and the 
ECC should invite experts to its meetings to discuss various topics so that the commission can return 
to the Village Council with expert research and recommendations.   
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Hose. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
June 11, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Due to the chairman’s absence, Mr. Speta nominated Ms. Vitt-Sale to act as Chairman Pro tem, 
seconded by Mr. Eisenhart.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Pro tem Lois Vitt Sale, Members James Cavallo, Thomas Eisenhart, Jim 
Speta, Gregory Hose 

 
Absent: Chairman Joseph Sterner, Members William Tokash, Michaela Grenier 
 
Staff: Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter 
 
Visitor:  Ms. Virginia Foskett 
 

II. Review of May 21, 2009 Minutes 
 
 It was noted that the minutes should reflect the date of “May 21, 2009 on page 1.”  On 
page 2, fifth paragraph down, a question followed on how trees were being reflected in a graph.  
Mr. Dieter explained the number was reflecting a negative number of planted trees for this year due 
to the Emerald Boer and the village was removing ash trees as a higher rate.  Also there was a budget 
cut.   The minutes of May 21, 2009 were approved, with amendments, on motion by 
Mr. Cavallo, seconded by Mr. Eisenhart.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote of 5-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 
 Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale welcomed visitor Ms. Virginia Foskett  to the meeting.  
Ms. Foskett stated she was part of the environmental stewardship group at the First United Methodist 
Church 
 
IV. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Land Use 
 
 Mr. Dieter reviewed the Planning and Building Report which includes planning and building 
and the physical arrangement of land uses, development intensities, buildings materials and 
procedures which influence energy consumptions, water usage and other environmental factors.  He 
stated the components are important because energy and water conservation reduce consumption, 
thereby reducing costs and carbon footprints.  Progress is measured by the adoption of updated 
building codes (through the Community Development Department) and focusing on increasing living 
densities around the village’s three transit centers.  To date, best practices for the village include 
updating the building code and completing the Comprehensive Plan (last update was in the 1990’s) 
which will incorporate many sustainability initiatives listed in the building code update.   
 
 Discussion followed on whether the commissioners could receive copies of the updated 
material, to which Mr. Dieter offered to get copies for the commissioners.   To Mr. Speta’s concern 
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about not seeing the material before its approval and this commission not initially involved in the 
process, Mr. Dieter explained this commission was not involved in the Comprehensive Planning 
process and recalled there was a consultant exercise at the prior Board and Commissions workshop to 
voice any concerns/ideas for the comprehensive plan.   However, he offered to acquire a copy of the 
previous 1994 Comprehensive Plan.  Dialog followed that public comment was initially taken into 
account for the Comprehensive Plan but whether further input would be allowed in the future, 
Mr. Dieter was unsure and would follow-up.  As to the village adopting an energy code as part of its 
updates, Mr. Dieter offered to follow-up on that.    
 
 Resident, Ms. Foskett, asked whether the densities around the train station have changed 
since the original 1994 Comprehensive Plan since she said hardly any green space existed, Mr. Dieter 
believed otherwise, citing the green space as required by code.  He further explained the goal was to 
reduce emissions by having people walk to the train stations versus having to drive to the station or 
the city.  Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale also pointed out that any development that has taken place has 
been on existing developed lots and the density there was appropriate for the area.   However, 
Ms. Foskett expressed concern about the visual density south of the railroad tracks versus north.   
 
 Discussion followed by Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale that there was no mention of 
commitments to open space in the report and she suggested a few best management practices such as 
permeable pavement being an accepted practice to offset stormwater management.  Also, she 
mentioned that in the building codes it would be at this point that the village commit to new public 
buildings being LEEDS-certified, thereby showing the residents that the village is committed to 
setting higher environmental achievements.   
 
 Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale also provided input on the “Make a Difference” section.  She 
included ideas such as having the village do a study on the mix of downtown businesses and 
determine those businesses that are missing but yet support walkable communities and suggested 
offering incentives to those types of businesses to move into the area to support walkability.  (Include 
idea under Goals and Timeline section.)   Mr. Speta promoted the idea of creating a “sub-set” or 
satellite area of businesses, possible looking at the Fairview and Belmont areas as logical choices due 
to their connections to various modes of transportation.  Other comments followed that the 
downtown area should be “completed” first in offering a variety of businesses.   Another suggestion 
included ensuring that the balance of parking is done in a urban fashion versus flat suburban parking.  
A last recommendation was to reinforce the pedestrian walkability along the satellite areas.   
 
V. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Water 
 
  Mr. Dieter discussed that this report deals with the various facets of water management and 
the corresponding local units of government responsible for the management units, such as the Pre-
Consumer Potable Water Treatment and Distribution, which is the responsibility of the Village of 
Downers Grove and the DuPage Water Commission; the Post-Consumer Water Treatment (the 
responsibility of the Sanitary District); stormwater management (the responsibility of the Village); 
and Area Ponds and Wetlands (the responsibility of the Park District and the Village).   Mr. Dieter 
summarized the importance of water use and how the village measures its progress in this area.  
Questions were asked if the village had a survey on how residents were saving water or purchasing 
better appliances, etc., how many water main breaks were occurring, and whether figures existed on 
the amount of water lost due to a break, and what a water constrictor was.  Mr. Dieter would follow 
up with those suggestions.    
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 Dialog followed on what a water constrictor was, how flow rates were to be measured, and 
how the distribution of water using air actually reduces water use.   Vitt-Sale reminded 
commissioners of the previous code requirements for flow rates and suggested deferring to Best 
Practices and Technologies for codes that have been evolving over the years.  She stated it would not 
be necessary to determine pipe sizes or flow rates because both have already been adopted by 
international codes (as required by IPC 2006).  She expounded upon the advances made in the 
plumbing fixture area over the years and suggested that the village be aggressive in adopting new 
plumbing fixtures. 
 
 Resident, Ms. Foskett, reminded the commissioners that the suggestions being discussed will 
have to be enforced by inspectors if they are to do their job.  She cited her own experience when an 
inspector came to view her home’s renovation.  Another question asked of staff was what was the 
goal of reducing water usage, i.e., by how much and by what measurement?  Mr. Dieter pointed out it 
was difficult to determine since this was the first year for the report.   Mr. Eisenhart discussed that 
ultimately the residents will be paying more for water and will have to reduce water consumption.  
The potential for scarcity and longer drought periods were additional issue.   Benchmarking 
consumption comparisons between communities was another suggestion as was finding out the 
village’s water usage for its own operations.  Mr. Dieter would follow up with the water department 
on these.   
 
 Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale indicated that rain barrels should be included in the list and 
under  the “You Can Make a Difference” category to add “Energy-Star dishwashers and front-load 
washing machines.”  Additionally, Mr. Speta suggested that while home owners have been 
encouraged to follow best practices, the village needed to encourage industries and businesses to 
follow suit, since they were large users of water.  Mr. Cavallo suggested that businesses utilize the 
free energy audits funded by the state through the College of DuPage as an inexpensive way for 
assistance.  
 
 Adding to the above discussion, Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that the village create a brochure for 
residents on ways to save water. 
 
 Another topic raised was whether the village had a combined sewer and storm system.  
Chairman Pro tem Vitt-Sale explained the treatment expenses that came with such system and 
recommended that the village encourage best management practices which puts as much stormwater 
back into the ground as possible.   She discussed the importance of encouraging rain barrels and rain 
gardens. 
 
VI. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Community Outreach 
 
 Mr. Dieter summarized this portion of the report discussed the importance of taking steps to 
raise awareness and support for environmentally sustainable practices using a variety of media such 
as print media, the village’s web site, the cable channel, announcements at village meetings, to name 
a few.  Recent achievements were read off by Mr. Dieter.   Goals and Timelines included 
establishing an Environmental Issues section on the village’s web site, creating a column in the 
Hometown Times Newsletter, creating an Environmental Issues section for the E-Newsletter, to 
name a few.   Suggestions from the commissioners included adding an article in the Trib-Local 
section of the Tribune and researching whether one of the cable companies can add it to their local 
channels as a public access channel.  Mr. Dieter would follow up.   
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 It was noted that under Measuring Progress, there was a decreased number of citations issued 
for outdoor water usage.  As to staff developing a performance matrix, it was suggested that the issue 
of awareness for the above discussion was important as well as changing behaviors.  A survey was 
also suggested to query whether residents heard or understood the sustainability programs.  As to 
establishing an awareness program, Mr. Eisenhart wanted to ensure there was some form of feedback 
available to residents and whether they could get responses and have a dialog.   Other ideas included 
having feature residents provide environmental tips to other residents (a citizen’s corner), having 
media cameras at meetings which discuss environmental issues, and having more dialog in general 
with community groups to exchange environmental ideas.    
 
 Resident, Ms. Foskett, suggested that the commissioners watch the LaGrange Park/Western 
Springs Cable TV channel which was a collaboration between Jones Cable and the high 
school/community, which worked very well.  Another idea was to ensure that staff’s Sustainability 
Report was made available to the public and that the public was aware of the steps the village, itself, 
was taking to become more green and being a leader in environmental activities.   
 
 Ms. Foskett also stated that a better cooperative effort needed to be established with the 
village and its LEED contractors, if any.   Ms. Vitt-Sale commended development staff for their 
support in discussing her plans for the construction of a zero-energy house she had under permit.   
 
 Mr. Dieter closed by stating that a completed report for the commission’s review and 
comment will be at next month’s meeting.  A suggestion was made to have the final report available 
on-line. 
 
VII. Old Business - None 
 
VIII. New Business   
 
 Mr. Dieter announced the Downers Grove Township Highway Department is partnering with 
Sims Recycling Solutions to conduct monthly electronic recycling events (third Saturday of each 
month).  June 20th is the first scheduled date to have electronics dropped off from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon at 318 E. Quincy Street, Westmont, Illinois.  The information will be forwarded to the 
commissioners and placed on the village’s web site.   A suggestion was made to hold the event as a 
promotion for residents who want to recycle their analog televisions rather than throwing them out in 
the garbage.  
 
 Dialog followed on what capacity the commissioners could play in the upcoming Heritage 
Festival (June 25th through June 28th).   
 
IX. Adjournment 
 
 Mr.  Hose moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Eisenhart. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
May 21, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Joseph Sterner, Members Thomas Eisenhart, Michaela Grenier, Jim 
Speta, Gregory Hose 

 
Absent: Members William Tokash, Lois Vitt Sale, James Cavallo 
 
Staff: Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter; Management Intern Jamie Belongia; 

Kerstin von der Heide, Village Forester 
 
Visitor:  Ms. Virginia Foskett 
 

II. Review of April 16, 2009 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of April 16, 2009 were approved on motion by Mr. Speta, seconded by 
Mr. Eisenhart.  A change was noted that under “Attendees,”  the name “Mr. Bill Chalbirk” should 
be “Mr. Bill Chalberg”.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote of 5-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 
 Chairman Sterner welcomed visitor Ms. Virginia Foskett to the meeting.   
 
IV. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Urban Forest 
 
 Mr. Dieter stated that Mr. Mark Toman, who could not attend tonight’s meeting, had asked 
him to read his comments into the record.  The following was read by staff:   
 

“A single mature tree in one day consumes over 600 gallons of rainwater.  Yearly, it provides 
enough oxygen so two people can breathe.  In that same year, that same tree will remove 48 
pounds of CO2 from the air.  As it does all this, that tree will provide a house in the summer 
shade that will reduce the home’s energy consumption.  Our 20,000+ parkway trees remove 
over 480 tons of CO2 annually from the atmosphere in Dowers Grove and produce all the 
oxygen we residents use.  The trees remain a prime tool for stormwater mitigation, clean air, 
and energy efficiency, and as such, are deserving of any considerations, protections, and 
benefits as our local government deems worthy of considering.” 

  
 Mr. Dieter reviewed the description of the Urban Forest, noting it was comprised of parkway 
trees, residential trees, park trees and greenbelt vegetation.  The urban forest is important because it 
filters the air, water, sunlight, provide shelter to animals and recreational areas for people.  The forest 
also moderates local climate and consumes emissions and releases oxygen.  Progress is measured by 
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the number of trees planted by the village on an annual basis.  In 2009, staff will be planting 256 
parkway trees.   
 
 Ms. Kerstin von der Heide, Village Forester, stated that a variety of parkway trees will be 
planted including oaks, river birch, hackberry, lindens, and some maples.  She described how the 
trees varieties would be mixed throughout the new and older parts of town the challenges in 
obtaining native trees.   
 
 Continuing, Mr. Dieter reported the forestry program manages over 23,000 trees and the new 
Parkway Tree Preservation Ordinance prohibits the damage or removal of trees in the public right-of-
way.  Free wood chips are available to residents annually from the village.  Recent achievements 
included recognition for the 25th consecutive year as a Tree City and the Downers Grove Forestry 
Division being recently accredited by the Society of Municipal Arborists.   
 
 Mr. Dieter reviewed how residents can make a difference in their area’s urban forest by 
planting trees on their property and watering trees regularly in periods of drought.  As to goals and 
timelines, Mr. Dieter reviewed short-term goals, which included the pruning of parkway trees 
according to the 2009 pruning map, engaging in measures which protect the village’s urban forest 
from predatory infestations such as the Gypsy Moth, and continuing enforcement of the Parkway 
Tree Preservation Ordinance.   Long-term goals included the continued enforcement of the village’s 
Demolition/Construction Ordinance, which requires protective fencing around parkway trees when 
demolition is occurring. 
 
 Discussion followed that the village just completed its spraying for the Gypsy Moth and the 
goal this year was to suppress the increase of the moth.  The chairman asked if Ms. von der Heide 
could provide the MSD sheet to the members.  The definition of “quarantined trees” was also 
explained.  A concern was raised that the number of parkway tree removals was outstripping the 
number of tree plantings, wherein Ms. von der Heide explained it was a result of the budget and 
because staff was more aggressive in ash tree removals.   She anticipates more fluctuation in the 
future.  Her goal is to plant as many trees as are removed.   The tree ordinance also has been a 
positive with the developers.   
 
 Mr. Speta voiced concern on how staff’s graph was reflecting tree plantings, due to the fact 
that in 2008 the graph indicates that more trees were removed than were planted.  Mr. Dieter clarified 
that staff had begun removing aging ash trees in preparation for the Emerald Ash Borer.  Regarding 
the Gypsy Moth issue, Mr. Speta inquired if area-wide spraying was taking place with the county or 
other villages, wherein von der Heide explained she has been in contact with the DuPage Mayors and 
Manager to do a blanket contract for the county so that the municipalities join in.   She did not 
anticipate such a contract occurring this year due to the timeline.  An explanation followed on the 
federal Slow to Spread program.   
 
 As to long-term goals and the importance of trees, a question was raised whether the village 
should be seeking a dedicated funding source.  Asked who determines the value of a tree, 
Ms. von der Heide explained she uses the National Committee for Tree Appraisals and information 
from the International Society of Arbor Culture.    
 
 Chairman Sterner noted that on a voluntary basis, residents could have the option of planting 
their own parkway tree with the pre-approval of the village forester.   
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 An explanation followed on what Tree City USA means, what it meant being accredited to 
the Society of Municipal Arborists, and how the village forester was dealing with the Ash Borer.  
Clarification also followed on the village’s tree ordinance with Mr. Speta asking if staff could 
provide sample ordinance information on preserving historic trees.  Wherein, both Ms. von der Heide 
and the chairman stated that two years ago the village went through a similar process.   Further dialog 
followed on whether the village planted trees that are tap root, how the village chipped its trees, and 
the number of staff in the forestry department.   
 
 Ms. von der Heide stated another way to measure progress was to note that more than 55% of 
the current parkway tree population was planted between 1970 and 2009.   Her goal is to remove any 
dangerous trees and to prune the current trees.  She stated she is very active in the Suburban Tree 
Consortium, which includes 36 municipalities, which collectively has purchased over 6,000 trees.  
She discussed how she addresses those residents who prefer not to have a tree in their parkway. 
 
 Referring to staff’s chart, Mr. Speta asked how many trees was the village deficient, wherein 
Ms. von der Heide estimated 200 open locations existed in the village.   He suggested placing in the 
village’s newsletter a general informational article about planting trees on private property with 
consideration to neighbors.   
 
 Chairman Sterner welcomed new member Gregory Hose and explained the charge of the 
Environmental Concerns Commission.  
 
V. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Waste and Recycling 
 
  Ms. Belongia reiterated the importance of recycling because it prevents resources from being 
wasted and reduces the consumption of raw materials and non-renewable energy sources are used to 
produce materials.  She explained that the village measures its progress by its ranking with other 
DuPage County communities and their recycling rates, per the 2008 DuPage County Solid Waste 
Recycling Annual Report.  Currently the village’s recycling rate is 47%, which is one of the highest 
rates.  ARC, the village’s garbage contractor, also provides measurements of the village’s solid 
waste.  Ms. Belongia feels the sticker program promotes recycling.  Lastly, she measures the 
village’s progress through its annual 2008 Recycling Extravaganza.  Additionally, she stated the 
village encourages electronic email, newsletters, recordkeeping, and paperless communications.   
 
 Recent achievements included the village not purchasing styrofoam cups, converting to re-
usable mugs, sending two of the six village newsletters electronically, and having the TCD-3 
workshop utilizing on-line questionnaires to communicate to the village’s residents.  Other recycling 
examples followed.  Her next steps include the short-term goal of conducting the 2009 Recycling 
Extravaganza (Sept. 26, 2009, Belmont Parking Lot) in collaboration with the village’s park district, 
who will fund the event; continued review of recycling procedures at the village’s facilities; 
continued purchasing of recycled products when feasible; and exploring hand dryers and removing 
paper products from village’s bathrooms and facilities.  The long-term goals is to increase 
communication with residents on the benefits of recycling.  Ms. Belongia noted the decrease in 
refuse over the past few years which goes into the landfill.  She stated she would gather that 
information to better clarify the progress being made.  
 
 Ms. Belongia discussed how increased communication and community outreach will take 
place as it relates to recycling, i.e., through the village’s web page, promoting it at Heritage Fest, and 
in general promoting locations where items can be recycled on a daily basis.  Comments followed 
that further communication could take place in the village’s newsletter, its cable TV station, the 
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schools, etc.  By early to mid-June Ms. Belongia expects to begin some preliminary advertising on 
specific items that can be recycled.  
 
 Members discussed if there was a way to compare the village’s percent of recycling to other 
similar communities in DuPage County and whether the village could set its goals a bit farther out.   
 
 Resident Virginia Foskett discussed the recycling process that takes place in Seattle, 
Washington as compared to the Midwest and believed the village could do better.  Chairman Sterner 
noted that the same suggestion was reviewed by the ECC in the past as it relates to increasing the 
garbage sticker price and whether there was a price point where it pushes residents to recycle more.   
Dialog followed on the benefits of holding the Amnesty Day event.   
 
 Conversation proceeded to move toward auditing the garbage contractor in the next contract, 
staff obtaining a projector to view the “paperless” meeting packet information, and staff recycling its 
printer cartridges with its vendors.   
 
VI. Old Business  
 
 Ms. Grenier updated members on her meeting with the head of the Environmental Club at 
Downers Grove High School South who wants to be more involved with this commission.  She 
provided highlights on the club’s recent scrap drive and how it chairperson wants to be more 
involved with the village.   Mr. Speta provided an update on the Downers Grove Bicycle Club 
meeting he attended.  He stated the club would like to encourage more bike racks around the 
community and will be conducting its own survey.   
  
VII. New Business  
 
 Mr. Dieter announced the DuPage County Stormwater and Management Division is holding 
a Greener Landscapes Day on May 30, 2009, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the DuPage County Fair 
Grounds.  Rain barrels and native plants will be sold to the public.  Flyers were available and the 
information was already on the village’s web site.   Chairman Sterner commended Mr. Dieter on his 
presentation on behalf of the ECC at the TCD-3 workshop.   Attendance for next month’s meeting 
was briefly discussed. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
 Mr. Eisenhart moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Grenier. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
April 16, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Sterner; Members Thomas Eisenhart, Michalla Grenier, Jim Speta, Lois 
Vitt Sale 

 
Absent: Members William Tokash, James Cavallo 
 
Staff: Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter; Management Intern Jamie Belongia  
 
Visitor:  Mr. Mark Thoman, Mr. Bill Chalbirk (Downers Grove Bicycle Club Member), 

Mr. Dave Gorman, 5401 S. Fairview, Downers Grove (Vice Chair for the Downers 
Grove Stormwater Flood Plain Oversight Committee) 

 
II. Review of March 12, 2009 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of March 12, 2009 were approved on motion by Mr. Eisenhart, seconded 
by Mr. Speta.  Motion carried unanimously by hand vote of 5-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 
 Chairman Sterner welcomed visitors to the meeting.  Visitors introduced themselves. 
 
IV. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Transportation 
 
 Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter recalled that staff was charged with updating 
the list of topics for the Sustainability Best Practices Report which included Transportation, Energy, 
Urban Forest, Water, Planning and Land Use, and Waste and Recycling.  Turning to his staff report, 
Mr. Dieter reminded commissioners that staff was to address the topics of air quality, fossil fuel 
demands, and traffic congestion under the section of Transportation.   
 
 In summary, Mr. Dieter reported the village has a number of transportation services it offers 
to alleviate pollution and traffic congestion which include the Grover Commuter Shuttle, the village 
bikeways, the Metra Rail, Safe Bus to School, and the Village fleet.   He summarized how tracking 
for such transportation services are calculated, the best practices used for each service to date, and 
recent achievements.   
 
 Goals and timelines were referenced and included encouragement of the village’s trans-
oriented development around the train station; design and construction of the eastern corridor 
bikeway program and connections project; evaluating the use of village lots as bicycle parking lots 
during Heritage Fest; and formulating the village’s anti-idling policy, etc.   
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 Ms. Vitt Sale recommended placing “greenhouse gas emissions” as one of the strong impacts 
for transportation in lieu of fossil fuel demand because the linkage was the transportation sector for 
greenhouse gases contribution, which was second to the building industry and also reduced the 
“urban heat island”, i.e., large parking lots which are constructed and which absorb heat, thereby 
creating ozone issues, etc.   
 
 As for measuring progress, Vitt Sale suggested that staff provide metrics figures and identify 
where a goal can be set.   Another suggestion was to identify the village’s bikeways and to look into 
updating them with the assistance of other agencies.   
 
 Questions followed on the fuel used by the village’s shuttle system, the number of riders it 
serves, and having a better explanation of a “jump” company, as it relates to emergency fire services.  
Ms. Vitt Sale raised dialog on the type of fuel being used for maintenance equipment and in fleet 
vehicles and reminded the commissioners that low sulfur diesel should be used.   Ms. Belongia stated 
through her own research, about 60% to 70% of the village’s vehicles/equipment use alternative fuel 
and all vehicles are purchased with alternative fuels, with the exception of current police vehicles and 
some specialty machinery.   
 
 Lastly, Ms. Vitt Sale commented on the benefits of B20 bio-diesel fuel as compared to the 
benefits of bio-diesel fuel and suggested that staff locate someone to speak to them about the benefits 
of one or the other.  She stated this initiative could require that all construction vehicle owners use 
low sulfur diesel fuels by paying a fee for not damaging the streets.  In order for the release of their 
bond, it would require them to show their fuel receipts.  The chairman also pointed out it would be 
important to mention the village’s own alternative fuel source, which it has been using for years.  
Staff commented on how village vehicle tires were being filled up with nitrogen now.  Asked if the 
community could participate in filling up their tires with nitrogen, Mr. Dieter believed some legal 
and liability issues existed.  Ms. Belongia suggested making this topic a medium-term goal.   
 
 Mr. Bill Chalbirk, member of the Downers Grove Bicycle Club, talked about the benefits of 
riding and its reduction in pollution, since most car trips are less than two miles.  He believed if more 
bike racks were around the public would utilize them more.   Suggestions followed to identify 
locations of the three new bike racks.     
 
 Ms. Belongia briefly discussed the timeframe for these issues to be brought to the village 
council, i.e., about three months.  However, she explained that staff was given no direction as to the 
Community Outreach portion of plan.  Given that response, the chairman suggested that a more 
thorough review of the plan take place in July.  Between meetings, he suggested that staff get 
information emailed to commissioners in order for them to review the material and not lose time.    
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale emphasized to staff the importance of formulating good goals with good figures 
and understandable terms with measureable figures.  In reviewing the Goals and Timeline section, 
she supported the bicycling parking idea for Heritage Fest as a good first step.   She supported the 
anti-idling policy.  However, she suggested adding to the Goals section the identification of car 
pooling parking spaces in the downtown area, adding preferred parking for alternative fuel vehicles, 
adding spaces for car-sharing programs, i.e., zip cars, and encouraging construction vehicles to use 
lower impact fuels. 
 
 Mr. Eisenhart raised concern that no long-term goals were listed in this section.  A suggestion 
was made that streets should be completed with sidewalks and bikeways and be listed as a possible 
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ten-year goal rather than retrofitting them later.   Other comments followed to add signs at schools to 
discourage idling of bus vehicles and parents’ vehicles.  
 
V. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic - Energy  
 
  Mr. Dieter reminded the commissioners that two sections made up the Energy section and 
included Energy Conservation and Renewable Energy.  Measurements of how energy is reduced in 
the village was explained as well as measuring the amount of renewable energy to power village 
facilities.  Best practices and recent achievements were also reviewed.     
 
 The chairman thought that seeing quantitative numbers for the amounts and percentages 
being discussed would be helpful.    A suggestion was made to include carbon footprints, i.e., 
ComEd’s audit.   As to measuring progress, again, the topic of metrics was brought up.   Mr. Dieter 
explained how the village was moving forward with its energy audit by measuring the village’s 
energy usage at village buildings by forming a base line when no workers are present and comparing 
it to active time when workers are present.  From there, he said areas will be identified of where 
energy usage can be reduced during peak hours.  Mr. Dieter assumed this commission could review 
the audit.  Ms. Vitt Sale suggested staff having a mid-term goal to develop an understanding of the 
various contributions to energy use, noting from her experience, that lighting and computer 
equipment are about half of the energy used in a building versus heating and cooling.    
 
 Discussion followed on the hazards of mercury and whether the Village of  Downers Grove 
could have a recycling facility for it and it being a goal under the “Waste Minimization” section, or, 
include it in this year’s recycling event.   
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale asked staff if the new replacement computers were Energy Star labeled.   
Mr. Dieter would follow up.   Ms. Belongia discussed the status of some of the grants to assist with 
the funding of certain recycle programs.   
 
 Regarding the Make a Difference section, Mr. Eisenhart suggested that staff insert more basic 
ideas because some of the ideas could be overwhelming for residents, i.e., installing solar panels.   
 
 Reviewing the Goals section, Ms. Vitt Sale suggested adding timers and photo-cells to 
lighting; doing a lighting study to reduce light, possibly through foot candles; assess lamps to see if 
they have F-32 bulbs and replace them with F-28 bulbs; investigate the purchase of a bulb crusher;  
and, if any new buildings or retrofits could not be LEEDS-certified, to at least “establish an energy 
benchmark” of ASHRAE 90.1-2004 (try to exceed by 14%).  The last goal suggested was for the 
village to provide a conduit to purchase green power for residents.   Ms. Vitt Sale said Naperville 
offered green power for their residents.   
 
 Regarding Recent Achievements, a question followed on whether the replacement of the 
village’s street lights and parking lot lights to LED fixtures was a goal for all parking lots, to which 
staff would have to follow up.  It was suggested to make that a long-term goal.  
 
VI. Old Business  
 
 Mr. Dave Gorman, Vice Chairman for the Downers Grove Stormwater Flood Plain Oversight 
Committee, and also the Asst. Public Works Director for the Village of Lombard, spoke to the 
commissioners and distributed information about Lombard’s rain barrel grant program.  The 
programs allows Lombard to have $10,000 for the first year and $5000 each continuing year, which 
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is paid out of an increment that is added to the waste collection contract, i.e., ten cents per account 
monthly.  The village’s rain barrels cost $80.00 each.  An explanation followed on Lombard’s new 
compost program where a resident can purchase any type of bin as long as it meets the village’s 
requirements.  Mr. Gorman spoke about the benefits of the Downers Grove waste collection program 
which he wanted to duplicate in Lombard.    
 
 Mr. Gorman discussed how both programs were promoted in Lombard, the length of time it 
took to seek the grants, and using unused funds from other public works programs.  Per staff, the 
ECC did not have a budget for this year but tonight’s discussion could be raised during the budget 
discussions in July.   
 
 Mr. Gorman explained how residents of Lombard appeared to be more interested in the rain 
barrel program when they began to see their neighbors’ rain barrels or saw them advertised in stores.  
He believes the same will follow for composting.   Asked if it appeared the residents became more 
interested in other environmental practices, Mr. Gorman felt the residents were probably already 
environmentally concerned.   
 
 Mr. Gorman felt that starting a Downers Grove’s rain barrel program with $10,000 followed 
by $5,000 afterwards would be sufficient.   Asked what the true cost back to the village would be, 
Mr. Gorman explained it was a very cheap way to impact water issues on an affected block instead of 
providing costly stormwater improvements.   Asked if there was money in the Stormwater Flood 
Plain Oversight Committee which could be tapped into, Mr. Gorman stated that everything that was 
approved was already in the Capital Improvement Plan with dedicated projects.  However, an 
approved  rain barrel program could be considered a capital project which could be on-going.   
 
 The chairman entertained forwarding the rain barrel idea to the village council.  Ms. Belongia 
offered to research stormwater funds to see if they could be considered for the 2010 capital 
improvement program.  Others suggested adding the rain barrel program to the green plan, including 
it in the TCD-3 discussions, and including it in the Citizen Summit, and keeping it as a short-term 
goal.   Ms. Vitt Sale suggested charging a small surcharge on the residents’ water bills for the 
program.   As another idea, Mr. Gorman stated he recommended a policy to Lombard’s ECC board 
and that it be presented during budget discussions as an initiative to pursue.  Another option was 
funding the program out of the Sewer and Water capital program, since it addresses removing load 
from the stormwater system.   
 
 Concern was raised on where the money would come from for researching the program as 
well as seeking input and interest from the residents through the village’s web site, of which staff 
was very supportive.   
  



 
Environmental Concerns Commission 
April 16, 2009  5 

VII. New Business  
 
 Ms. Grenier announced that Downers Grove schools will be holding similar recycling events 
such as the village’s Recycling Extravaganza, through the Go Green Initiative Club.   She offered to 
research who was providing the recycling for the electronics and would forward the information to 
Ms. Belongia to insert into the village’s E-letters.    
 
 A resident asked about the type of waste that can be picked up by the village’s contracted 
hauler.   
 
 Resident, Mr. Mark Thoman, and member of the Pierce Downer Heritage Alliance, discussed 
the loss of the village’s tree canopy at about 160 trees, its affect on the absorption rate of water, and 
the decrease in oxygen omitted by trees.  He voiced concern that the village will not take action to 
preserve the village’s 19% of its ash trees which will die in 10 years, some of it due to the Emerald 
Ash Bore.   He would like to see tree preservation in the forefront and see the village buy seedlings to 
let them grow into saplings in order to replace the tree canopy.  He also asked that the commission 
pursue an ordinance to preserve heritage trees.   It was noted that staff would be addressing trees 
under the Urban Forest section of the Best Management Practices Report.   The chairman 
recommended that staff invite the village forester to the next ECC meeting.   
 
 Mr. Dieter announced that at next week’s village council meeting the council will be 
considering the purchase of 285 induction fluorescent light fixtures for the parking deck which will 
turn into a village savings of $32,000 per year.   On May 2, 2009 at Midwestern University, the 
village will be hosting the Board and Commission workshop event (TCD-3 workshop).  Invitations 
were sent out via e-mail.  To date, Commissioner Waldack was still interviewing potential candidates 
for the open position on this commission.   Ms. Grenier asked staff to email her information on the 
TCD-3 workshop for students.   Staff would follow up.  
 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
 Ms. Grenier moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Speta. The meeting was 
adjourned at 9 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
March 12, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Sterner; Members Thomas Eisenhart, James Cavallo, Jim Speta, Lois 
Vitt Sale 

 
Absent: Members William Tokash, Michalla Grenier 
 
Staff: Village Management Analyst Brandon Dieter; Management Intern Jamie Belongia  
 
Visitor:  Ms. Ginny Fossquet (phonetic spelling) 
 

II. Review of February 12, 2009 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of February 12, 2009 were approved on motion by Mr. Cavallo, seconded 
by Mr. Eisenhart.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote of 5-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 
 Ms. Ginny Fossquet introduced herself.  She is on a similar committee at the First United 
Methodist Church and she intends to attend the ECC meetings regularly in order to bring back 
information to her committee.  The chairman welcomed her. 
 
IV. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Format 
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale moved into discussion by bringing up the point that the village will be taking 
over the role in formulating a sustainability report and parts of the report will be coming before this 
commission for its review.  Village Management Analyst, Mr. Dieter called commissioners’ attention 
to the Santa Barbara Sustainability Plan which will be the format model the village will be following 
with its own plan.  He reviewed the steps that will be taking place in creating the village’s own 
report, stating he will be the point person for the village’s sustainability staff team.   
 
 Mr. Dieter asked the commissioners to review the document, seeking their input.  Chairman 
Sterner was also updated on the process that would take place since he was absent at last month’s 
meeting.   At the next meeting, Mr. Dieter stated he would provide two or three topics for the 
commissioners to review.   
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale suggested that a timeline for the topics be provided because it reflected short- 
and long-term goals.  Mr. Dieter stated a timeline was underway and would be integrated into the 
format.   Ms. Vitt Sale reiterated that the purpose of the report was for accountability and how the 
village would move forward.   Implementation was briefly discussed as well as concerns about steps 
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being dropped or left behind by the village council due to costs.  Wherein, Mr. Dieter stated that the 
schedule will address budgetary issues and the report will be a living document.   
 
 Three additional items were suggested by Mr. Cavalla to be included in the report:  1) Goals 
as to why the report is important and how the progress is measured; 2) a report on matrix; and 
3) Challenges.  Examples were provided and Mr. Dieter appreciated the suggestions.  Members 
spoke of using targets and benchmarks for measuring the matrix.   The chairman suggested that staff 
follow up with the village’s contracted waste hauler, ARC Disposal, for certain figures, if necessary.   
 
 Mr. Eisenhart discussed the positives of placing the report on the village’s web site so 
residents could visit certain sections on sustainability efforts for water, energy, etc.  He suggested 
looking at Morton Arboretum’s web site as an example. 
 
V. Review of Sustainability Best Practices Report Topic List  
 
 Mr. Dieter discussed how various staff were assigned to one given topic.  Discussing the 
topic of Water, Mr. Dieter said it will cover items such as Pre- and Post-Consumer Water 
Treatments, Stormwater Management, area ponds and wetlands.  The Clean Air topic will include 
transportation systems, trees/urban forest,  facilities, bike paths and the smoking ban.  The Land Use 
and Development topic will cover community development and building and planning.  Waste and 
Recycling will include waste diversion, waste reduction, and recycling.  Energy will include 
conservation and the village’s fleet.  Community Outreach will include items such as engaging the 
public and the sustainability process.    Mr. Cavallo suggested separating out historic areas under 
Land Use and Development, as it relates to teardowns and maintaining areas.   Mr. Dieter would 
follow up with the staff member assigned to that topic.  Mr. Eisenhart concurred with Mr. Cavallo on 
separating out the historic areas.   Dialog followed that staff clarify its vocabulary on certain topics; , 
clarify the steps for Community Outreach; and eventually inviting other village entities to the 
process, i.e., the park district.     
 
 Commissioners did like staff’s list of topics and believed the list was a good starting point.   
 
 Discussing Transportation, Mr. Dieter explained staff felt it was good to address the item 
under Air Quality as well as under Fleets.  In addition, Ms. Belongia spoke about transportation and 
it also being coordinated under Land Use and Development, especially for the use of public 
transportation.   Dialog followed regarding public transportation use in Downers Grove and the fact 
that it was a good system and it was advantageous to use it and promote it.   Ms. Belongia 
recommended discussing public transportation as an item under Public Outreach.  Some 
commissioners felt that public transportation should be a separate topic altogether.   Asked as to why 
Fleet was broken out, Mr. Dieter explained it was a group decision based on the fact the fleet was 
permeating many areas and staff determined to pull it back.   It was also an area where the village 
was very progressive already and was becoming a leader.  
 
VI. Old Business  
 
  The chairman asked the commissioners if they had any ideas outside the sustainability 
portion of the ECC that they wanted to keep in the forefront.  The subject of trees were mentioned as 
well as the porch light activity.  Chairman Sterner also asked staff to provide short reports to the 
commission on whether some of the topics covered in the ordinance were working or not, i.e., the 
tree ordinance, the teardown ordinance, the demolition ordinance, etc.   
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VII. New Business  
 
 Mr. Cavallo brought up the positives about having someone attend the ECC’s meetings and 
providing input to the Village Council as well as other groups.  
 
 Ms. Belongia provided an update on the TCD-3 process which recently had its kick-off 
workshop last Wednesday.  Over 100 residents attended and provided input on the main issues of the 
community.  The importance of trees was raised.  She recommended visiting the village’s website to 
see when neighborhood workshops were upcoming and to encourage residents to attend them.  From 
preliminary results received from the on-line survey, she reported approximately 96% of the 
community was satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of life in the village.   Ms. Belongia 
explained that in addition to the neighborhood workshops, there will be boards and commission 
workshops, student workshops at all levels, and workshops with the business community.   Input 
resulting from all of those workshops will be taken into consideration with a  second community 
workshop meeting to discuss the prioritized issues for the long-term.   
 
 Chairman Sterner announced the resignation of member John Wander.  Staff is aware and 
seeking a new member.    Minor discussion followed regarding provisions under the Open Meetings 
Act.   As to e-mail communication, Mr. Dieter reminded the commissioners to filter all 
communication through him first and then he will disburse information to the committee.   
 
 New member, Mr. Speta, discussed his attendance at the TCD-3 workshop and meeting an 
individual from the Village of Lombard.  Specifically, he discussed that the Village of Lombard 
offers to reimburse its homeowners up to $80.00 for using rain barrels.  The Village of Lombard 
allocated $10,000 for the first year.   In subsequent years, the budget was reduced to $5,000 per year.  
He stated the Conservation Foundation also sells rain barrels wholesale to a number of 
municipalities.   He believed it was a good starting point to involve the Downers Grove residents and 
to have the barrels at Heritage Fest with literature there.   
 
 The chairman agreed it was a good idea and that staff could address the matter.  However, 
Chairman Sterner also cautioned that it was a matter of how tight the village’s budget was currently 
and that the ECC could possibly subsidize such a project.   Ms. Belongia stated she did discuss the 
rain barrel program with one of her colleagues in Elgin to see how their program was funded.  The 
chairman suggested that she research whether the ECC has any remaining funds to possibly subsidize 
a similar program, if possible, even on a small scale.   
 
 Ms. Ginny Fossquet stated it was important for the village to be a model/educator in this area.  
On another topic, she expressed concern about some restaurant owners still providing styrofoam 
containers when styrofoam is no longer being recycled.   She believed the village should “encourage” 
those owners to use other forms of containers which were environmentally-friendly.   The chairman 
thought staff may have some earlier literature on what was material was recyclable and could be 
distributed to the restaurants.   
 
 Another topic raised was the fact that as of June 12, 2009 television sets would no longer be 
working and residents may end up tossing them into the garbage pickup.   Asked if the village had 
any thoughts about having a central location to recycle them, Ms. Belongia stated she would research 
the residents should hold onto their sets until the September Recycle Extravaganza or whether the 
village could store them somewhere until then.   Mr. Eisenhart recalled there was possible verbiage 
in the waste contract about this type of situation.  He suggested that Ms. Belongia speak with Doug 
Kozlowski on the matter.   
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 Commissioners agreed to meet next month on April 9th.   
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
 Ms. Vitt Sale moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Cavallo.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
February 12, 2009 

Public Works Training Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Mr. Cavallo made a motion that Ms. Vitt Sale act as Chairman Pro tem.  Seconded by 
Mr. Eisenhart.  Roll call:   
 
Aye: Ms. Vitt Sale, Mr. Cavallo, Mr. Eisenhart, Ms. Grenier, Mr. Speta. 
Nay: None 
 Motion carried.  Vote: 5-0 
 
Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale, Members Michalla Grenier, Thomas Eisenhart, James 
Cavallo, Jim Speta 

 
Absent: Chairman Joseph Sterner, Members John Wander, William Tokash 
 
Staff: Communications Dir. Doug Kozlowski, Village Management Analyst Brandon 

Dieter, Management Intern Jamie Belongia 
 
Visitors:  Deputy Village Manager Mike Baker 
 

II. Review of November 13, 2008 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of November 13, 2008 were approved on motion by Mr. Cavallo, seconded 
 by Mr. Eisenhart.  Roll call: 
 
 Aye: Ms. Vitt Sale, Mr. Cavallo, Mr. Eisenhart, Grenier, Mr. Speta 
 Nay: None 
 Motion carried.  Vote 5-0 
 
III. Visitor Welcome 
 
 Deputy Village Manager Mike Baker introduced himself.  Dir. Kozlowski recalled the 
Environmental Concerns Commission (“ECC”) undertook an inventory of environmental best 
management practices and suggestions from this commission as to what the village could be 
following as sustainable best practices as it relates to environmental issues.  Suggestions and 
information discussed at the November 2008 meeting were placed in a spreadsheet and presented to 
the members.  Dir. Kozlowski recalled that the village’s strategic plan has within its text a topic 
related to energy conservation.  He explained that staff has also begun working on a sustainability 
report which includes many of the categories discussed and suggested by the ECC in its inventory.  A 
broader plan of sustainability will be developed over the next four to five months incorporating those 
items discussed.   
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 Mr. Baker explained his professional background and responsibilities.  He emphasized the 
significance and importance of the village’s strategic plan and the sustainability report.  On behalf of 
the Village Council and the Manager’s Office, he thanked the ECC for its expertise in environmental 
issues.  Dialog followed that the energy conservation and “green” technology topics were timely 
since such initiatives were found within the stimulation bill. 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski announced this was his last ECC meeting and the staff liaison responsibilities 
would be turned over to Brandon Dieter, the village’s management analyst, along with Management 
Intern Jamie Belongia.  He noted the village manager has requested that he involved himself in 
aggressive communication initiatives and focus on the latest media in order to better communicate 
with the village’s residents.   He thanked the commissioners for the opportunity to work with them. 
 
 On behalf of the ECC, Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale thanked Dir. Kozlowski for working with 
the commission and keeping members on track. 
 
IV. Review of Village Environmental Sustainability Program 
 
 Ms. Belongia discussed those individuals involved in the village’s Strategic Plan, including 
Dir. Kozlowski, who will be providing some assistance on the village’s Sustainability Report.  
(Mr. Baker leaves meeting.)  She explained that she interprets the sustainability item within the 
Strategic Plan as a report which cannot only be communicated to staff but also to the village council 
and to the village’s residents.  She sees the document as way to share, involve, and make aware, the 
public and council members, on the various initiatives occurring in the community.  
 
 Ms. Belongia reviewed the steps involved in the reports’s process and discussed that 
innovation teams will be used to assist with the report.  Details followed on how the process would 
move forward and the format staff would present at future meetings.   Commissioners asked staff to 
provide such formats prior to the ECC meetings in order for them to provide good feedback.  A 
suggestion was made to notify interested parties as well, i.e., members of the Pierce Downer Heritage 
Alliance, organic gardeners groups, etc.   Ms. Belongia would follow-up.  However, Dir. Kozlowski 
and Mr. Speta shared some of the challenges in sharing such information with interested parties prior 
to a meeting.    
 
 Per Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale’s question, Dir. Kozlowski explained the process for the 
public’s engagement in the report and how certain agenda and/or staff reports are made available to 
the public via the village’s web site.  He indicated that staff would follow up on the matter.   
Ms. Belongia also reiterated how feedback would be obtained and that specific topics would be 
addressed at certain meetings.  She explained staff’s interpretation of the sustainability report and 
how the report would be broken down by sections with the exact format to be determined.   She 
anticipates staff to have a final report by this summer, but eventually, she hopes the document will 
become an annual report.   Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale suggested that the report contain a priority list 
of the areas to be covered and a recommended term length the document will cover, leaving the final 
decision with the village council.  Ms. Belongia concurred but clarified that, to date, the scope of the 
project was already determined with the village manager. 
 
 Mr. Cavallo made a motion to recommend that the village council develop the 
sustainability plan as a one-year, five-year, and a ten-year plan; that the plan be organized with 
short-term and long-term goals; and that annual progress reports be developed.   Discussion 
followed on what constituted “short-term” and “long-term.”   Dialog followed as to what exactly the 
commission was trying to address and the fact that resource allocation for this initiative would take 
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place in July when the council discusses the Strategic Plan again.  Looking for specific dates would 
be premature.  Mr. Eisenhart seconded the motion.   Motion carried by voice vote of 5-0. 
 
 Members proceeded to discuss the importance of getting value with the plan and what attracts 
people to the village.  
 
 Ms.  Belongia emphasized that staff wanted to create a sustainability and best management 
practices report which would be embraced by the council and the public.   
 
 Mr. Dieter conveyed that at next month’s ECC meeting, staff will present sample 
sustainability plans for format purposes as well as outline certain sections to be used in the report.  
As a recommendation, Chairman Pro tem  Vitt Sale asked that staff add “Carbon Foot printing” 
under Energy Conservation and suggested that staff research the item since she felt it was important 
for the village to know its own carbon footprint.  Mr. Eisenhart offered to provide information on 
“water foot printing” also. 
 
V. Old Business - None 
   
VI. New Business  
 
 Mr. Speta inquired about the village’s purchase of additional natural gas vehicles.  He 
believed it would be beneficial for the ECC to receive any information on environmental 
improvements made within the village.   Ms. Grenier asked staff whether there was a better way to 
publicize the ECC’s plans and to better involve the public, including the two high schools, rather 
than just by the village’s web site.  Mr. Cavallo concurred.   Comments were raised that the village 
should be used as an example to the public.  Chairman Pro tem Vitt Sale agreed and believed it was 
incumbent upon members of this commission to invite individuals they know to an ECC meeting.   
 
 Ms. Belongia shared positive comments regarding the Recycling Extravaganza held over the 
past summer and discussed the upcoming TCD-3 community workshop on March 4th.   She asked 
members to spread the word on this workshop.  Recycling compact fluorescent bulbs were also 
discussed.    
 
 Dir. Kozlowski announced the resignation of Commissioner John Wander.   Per Mr. Speta’s 
question, he stated the ECC and the Village Council did discuss the Cool Cities program.   
Dir. Kozlowski said he could provide Mr. Speta with additional information on the program.  
Challenges of the Cool Cities program followed.  Mr. Speta conveyed his support for the program.  
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 Mr. Eisenhart moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Cavallo.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:30 P.M. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
 


