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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
September 28, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Gilbert, Members Freeman, Dr. Goodman, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Wander 
 
Absent: Mr. Robert Pawlak 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski   
 
Guests: Mr. Leo Malatis, Present, Millennium Lawn Service; Mr. Geoff Neustadt, Tribecca 

Cigar Company 
 
 

II. Review of August 23, 2006 Minutes 
 
 The minutes were approved on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by Mr. Wander.  Motion 
carried by voice vote of 4-0.  
 
III. Visitors Welcome 
 
 Downers Grove Village Clerk, April Holden, was introduced.   
 
IV. Presentation on Fertilizer and Pesticide Free Lawns by Leo Malatis, President, 

Millennium Lawns 
 
 Mr. Leo Malatis, with Millennium Lawns, distributed information about his company, 
various lawn chemicals, and discussed how he started his business a number of years ago with the 
focus on organic fertilizers versus chemical fertilizers.  He suggested that members visit the site 
www.beyondpesticides.org.  Mr. Malatis discussed the negatives of using chemical fertilizers and 
fertilizer companies such as Chem Lawn and Tru-Green because they ruin the balance of the soil due 
to salt build-up and burning of the root systems.  While the lawn companies can control the weeds 
through the use of a chemical called 24D, the 24D chemical is toxic to humans and animals.   
 
 Mr. Malatis discussed how a person can change turf  soil into healthier soil by watering 
regularly, mowing a higher lawn, and using organic fertilizers with minimal herbicides.  He 
discussed that the sources of slow-release nitrogen and potassium are key to creating a nutritious turf 
grass.  Calcium also needs to be added to a lawn to support the blade of the grass.  Micro-nutrients 
were also recommended.  Further details followed on how lawns become compacted and therefore 
need thatching and aeration, which actually ruin root systems and spread weeds after aeration.  
Instead, he recommended that thatching be gathered and composted.   
 

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/
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 A more thorough description followed on the services and products provided by Millennium 
Lawn Service.   
 
 Mr. Malatis stated he was not aware of any other lawn company using natural products but he 
did indicate that his service will cost slightly more than other chemical lawn services.  He did have 
Material Safety Deet Sheet information on his web site.   
 
 Further dialog followed that the main difference between commercial fertilizers and 
Millennium Lawn products was that calcium, certain potassiums, micro-nutrients and secondary 
nutrients would be included in the Millennium Lawn products and not the commercial fertilizers.  
Discussion followed on the importance of having long lawns and using natural products for pest 
control, such as grubs, noting the best time to lay down Grub-X is between June and July.  
Mr. Malatis explained that he leaves various information about his company and soil cores for 
potential clients at their homes, while at retail stores, he leaves information in racks for the public.  
Mulching and watering were also explained.  As to the products found in Millennium Lawn products, 
Mr. Sterner would investigate the chemicals and report back to the committee. 
 
 Per a question, Mr. Malatis said a number of communities do have ordinances to control 
pesticides and, in fact, more and more communities were prohibiting them.  Pesticides were outlawed 
in Canada.  He suggested visiting the www. beyondpesticides.org site to see a list of those groups 
trying to ban pesticides.   
 
 Conversation followed that in order to have a buy-in from the public, an alternative was 
necessary and public education was key.  Mr. Kozlowski conveyed that he was not aware of what the 
village used on its lawn and would have to research it.  The chairman recommended asking the 
village manager to set aside one visible property or a number of village properties in order to use the 
Millennium Lawn product on the turf for the next six months to see if a difference existed.  
Mr. Malatis offered to provide a list of lawn sites in Downers Grove that the commissioners could 
visit and compare lawns.  Mr. Freeman briefly talked about how fertilizer companies will bury 
hazardous waste within their products.  Dr. Goodman suggested that Mr. Kozlowski research what 
the park district uses on its lawns and report back to the commission.   
 
V. Continued Discussion on Smoke Free Air Regulations 
 
 Chairman Gilbert summarized that it was not up to the commission if there was or was not an 
ordinance but whether creating a smoking ordinance was imposing on people’s rights and whether 
sufficient evidence existed that a hazardous condition existed.  He asked for input from the 
commissioners.  Discussion followed that there was the impression that the ECC was being looked at 
by the council as the commission that was to review the data and to eventually recommend an 
ordinance to the council.  From an industrial point of view, Mr. Sterner explained that nicotine levels 
for industries have been worked out and hazards have been found.  Explanation of OSHA’s standards 
followed.  Dr. Goodman pointed out that many businesses have gone smoke-free because it has 
proven beneficial to their employees’ health.  It was also pointed out by Mr. Wander that having 
clean air was forced in one aspect, while recommended in the other.   
 
 The chairman spoke about the fact that several different kinds of establishments existed that 
could be regulated, such as 1) those establishments or enterprises which offer certain services that 
people can or cannot come into the building at their discretion, 2)  those establishments that have 
employees who work in the atmosphere and can quit if necessary; or 3) public buildings.  Dialog 
followed on whether an ordinance could be created with a three-pronged approach.  However, it was 
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mentioned that a number of issues would be encountered.  Dr. Goodman believed that the role of the 
commission was to determine whether second-hand smoke was a health hazard in public places in the 
village and, if so, what were the features of a  smoke-free regulation for the Village that the 
commission would recommend for consideration.  Concerns were still raised by Mr. Wander about 
constitutional rights.  Mr. Freeman, however, pointed out that the government was basically in 
charge of the public’s safety and created laws and regulations for its citizens.  He noted the Surgeon 
General was on the record for stating that second-hand smoke was hazardous to the public.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert expressed his concern that he did not want to get the commission involved 
in controlling free enterprise.  He asked whether the commissioners wanted to take the discussion to 
a degree of making a recommendation based on the type of business.  A general poll of the 
commissioners took place with a consensus that second-hand smoke and smoking in general was a 
hazard that should be controlled in some aspect.   
 
 Continuing the dialog on what should or should not be controlled, Dr. Goodman pointed out 
that staff had six categories of settings to be discussed which would be later related to specific 
ordinances and the question before the commission was how far did it want to break down the 
categories and the time involved for each category.   
 
 Personally, the chairman did not believe regulation was necessary for the outdoors nor for 
residential uses.  In narrowing down the categories, he believed it would be up to the village council 
to discuss the specifics of regulation.  When asked by the chairman whether there was sufficient 
evidence that the village should regulate smoking in certain settings, the commissioners concurred.   
 
 Discussion followed on what certain settings should be regulated as completely smoke-free 
or in fractional smoke-free environments within the village.  Dr. Goodman supported smoke-free 
commercial in-door dining based on scientific and health issues.  It was noted that if 90% of the food 
establishments that would be affected by the ban could become smoke-free, the commission 
accomplished its goal just from a health issue.  Commissioners talked about the exposure to the 
employees who worked at the restaurants.  Mr. Wander believed it would be more beneficial if the 
restaurateur promoted his/her establishment as smoke-free rather than the village regulate it.  He 
pointed out the commission was making a decision for a private enterprise when the private 
enterprise had the decision itself.   
 
 Reference was made that staff received a number of e-mail comments which appeared, for 
the most part, to support a smoking ban.   On that note, a suggestion was made that a referendum 
may be in order.  Others thought it was not a good idea. 
 
 Continuing, the commissioners felt that the current ban on smoking in enclosed publicly-
owned spaces should continue to be regulated as well as in commercial and retail spaces where 
privately-owned areas existed with access to the public.  (Mr. Wander leaves meeting).   However, 
Dr. Goodman pointed out that certain commercial businesses, such as the cigar shop, should be 
exempted, because the business focuses on smoking.  Members agreed that the village may have to 
draft an exemption for those types of businesses who offer tobacco products.   
 
 Mr. Geoff Neustadt, Tribecca Cigar Company, Downers Grove, explained the types of 
tobacco products and accessories his business sold, noting that he is licensed by the State of Illinois.  
He also agreed that while the White Hens and 7-11’s may sell tobacco products, smoking should not 
be allowed in those stores because their main focus was on general food products and not tobacco 
products. 
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 Further dialog was raised that the village council should be sent a generalized statement from 
the commission that there should be an ordinance controlling smoking in certain types of 
establishments and then list the establishments in a broad sense.   
 
 Dr. Goodman was under the impression that the residents of Downers Grove were looking 
for local action on dining establishments, commercial retail, and professional offices and suggested 
to recommend to the village council to pass an ordinance to achieve same, but recognizing that 
certain environments may have tobacco sales as their primary function and may require an 
exemption, as well as recognizing that other environments may exist and need to be smoke-free but 
need further review.  Fine-tuning those certain environments by the village council could be done at a 
future date.    
 
 Mr. Sterner recommended that once the village council does have a draft ordinance that it be 
forwarded to this commission for review before a final vote is taken.  Dr. Goodman suggested that 
before a final vote is taken that the Environmental Concerns Commission host a public hearing for 
the village council.  Concern was raised that the commission will need to see the draft first so that it 
is in agreement among itself. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert opened up the meeting to public comment. 
 
 Mr. Geoff Neustadt with Tribecca Cigar Company, Downers Grove, thanked the commission 
for discussing the potential ordinance and for recognizing an exemption for his tobacco business.  He 
agreed that smoking was not the best alternative for health reasons, but it was a choice.  He thank the 
commission for its efforts.   
 
 In summary, the commissioners agreed that all commercial dining establishments should be 
smoke-free;  retail or commercial establishments of any sort where the public has access to them 
should be smoke-free; reiterate that all publicly-owned interior spaces be smoke-free; and strongly 
encourage that common areas in workplace environments be smoke-free.  Any other public 
accessible areas, as defined by the village council, could be determined further.  Regarding having a 
local ordinance and its enforcement issues, Dr. Goodman did not see the role of a local ordinance.  
Further discussion followed on how some other municipalities had specific language to address 
smoking in commercial, industrial and office uses but that the largest outcry was for a ban in 
commercial dining establishments, and that most workplaces had their own regulations.   
 
 The commissioners agreed that there was no safe way for providing a smoking area.   
 
 Mr. Freeman made a motion that the Downers Grove Environmental Concerns 
Commission find that there is sufficient health-based evidence to support an ordinance 
prohibiting smoking in certain areas within the village by extending the current regulatory 
ordinance to include: 1) all commercial dining establishments; 2) publicly-accessible 
commercial establishments, such as retail stores or professional offices; 3) all publicly-owned 
interior spaces; and 4) workplace environments to include office, commercial and industrial 
uses.  Furthermore, the Downers Grove Environmental Concerns Commission finds that the 
village may wish to grant exceptions to establishments that derive their primary income from 
tobacco products and from certain home-based businesses that do not deal directly with the 
public.  Seconded by Dr. Goodman.  Roll call:  
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 Ayes: Dr. Goodman, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Sterner, Chairman Gilbert 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion carried.  Vote of 4-0.   
 
 A question was raised on whether staff should do a public relations campaign regarding 
Westmont’s smoking ban.  The chairman felt it was necessary but to discuss it at a future meeting.   
 
VI. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. on motion by Dr. Goodman, seconded by 
Mr. Freeman.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
August 23, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

6:30 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Gilbert, Members Dr. Goodman, Freeman, Pawlak, Sterner, Wander 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski   
 
Guests:   Mr. Mike Baker, Asst. Village Manager, Mr. William Waldack, Village 

Commissioner, Residents Geoff Neustadt, John Schofield, Laurel Bowen, Bryan 
Bentley, Tom Vilardo, Sharon Byczek, Tim Henry and Bill Henry 

 
II. Presentation on Village Scavenger Contract 
 
 Mr. Mike Baker, Village Commissioner, explained that the village is charged with the 
provision of refuse services, including yard waste and recycling through two separate classes of 
refuse haulers.  Class A licenses were reserved for contracted haulers to provide services to all 
single-family households within the village as well as multi-family and commercial uses.  Class B 
licenses were reserved for other refuse haulers who arrange services on individual properties.   
 
 Tonight’s discussion would focus on the Class A license with Allied Waste, formerly BFI.  
Because the village’s current license expires on March 31, 2007, the village had to determine 
whether to ask for an extension of the existing contract.  Mr. Baker stated the mayor was seeking 
input from the Environmental Concerns Commission (“ECC”) on the current services.   
 
 In reviewing records of Allied Waste, Mr. Baker explained minimal complaints were 
received and no complaints were received in the past year.   One issue in the past was the 
commingling of refuse and recyclable materials in the same vehicle, but that matter was resolved.  A 
review of current services followed, noting that the village was evaluating whether to continue 
holding one or two Amnesty Day programs depending upon the pricing.  Mr. Baker explained that an 
extension would allow the village to review the contract and review some of the services it wanted.  
Chairman Gilbert mentioned a common theme he heard among the residents was that the one 
Amnesty Day program was not enough. 
 
 Mr. Baker distributed copies of an approved February 2005 resolution as it relates to the 
village’s hauler contract.  After receiving input at this meeting, a presentation would be forwarded to 
the village workshop on September 12, 2006, followed by negotiations with Allied Waste.  If no 
terms could be resolved with Allied Waste and no competitors came forward, Mr. Baker explained 
that the village would tentatively release an RFP at the end of September 2006.  Mr. Baker indicated 
no specifics of the contract have been discussed with Allied Waste.   
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 Mr. Freeman asked whether any residents had concerns about the village giving Allied Waste 
the same contract again wherein Mr. Baker mentioned the village may have received a few 
comments. 
 
 Legal options were discussed, noting the village could include negotiating an extension, rebid 
the entire process, or initiate a no-bid contract.  Mr. Baker clarified the RFP would only be released if 
it was to the village’s advantage to solicit bids from other competitors.  Mr. Baker clarified the 
current contract only provided pricing through March 31, 2007.  Any extended agreement would 
have to be negotiated in terms of pricing.  Asked his thoughts, Mr. Baker could not say what pricing 
could occur but from reports provided to him, it appeared the increase in sticker price from 2004 to 
2005 resulted in a significant reduction in sticker sales.  Dialog followed on the administrative 
expenses of the bidding process.   
 
 Tonnage comparisons were noted in the reports which appeared to be very consistent.  The 
costs to replace a recycling bin were also explained, noting that residents did not have to use the 
village’s recycling bins as their own.  Mr. Baker explained that new residents will receive the bins for 
free.  As to how much revenue was received by charging residents $10.00 for replacement bins, 
Mr. Baker stated he would have to confirm the figure but it was not much.   
 
 Discussion was raised that language in the extension should be directed to encourage more 
recycling.  To charge an additional $10.00 per each replacement tub was defeating the process.  
Kozlowski explained that when residents do call for replacement bins, it is conveyed to them that 
they can use any reusable container or use paper bags.  Mr. Wander suggested having a one day 
brush pickup day as a yard waste Amnesty Day during the fall.   It would reduce the tonnage figure.   
 
 From staff’s perspective, Mr. Baker said he would like to consider opportunities for 
enhancement of yard collection waste and provide incentives for appropriate disposal.  He also 
believed it was important for the village to review how it promotes and publicizes the services being 
provided.  Chairman Gilbert recalled that the ECC discussed that picking up yard waste actually 
discouraged composting and that it would be beneficial if BFI could encourage the residents to 
mulch.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert opened up the matter to public comment. 
 
 Resident John Scholfield expressed concern about the significant amount of television 
electronics that will be turned over in the near future due to the new technology.  He would like the 
village to work out a reasonable and well publicized program to dispose the items in something other 
than landfills.  The village needed to be proactive.  Chairman Gilbert agreed but explained that there 
was a cost associated with the removal of electronics. 
 
 Laurel Bowen, 829 Clyde Drive, Downers Grove, encouraged programs that offered residents 
a way to donate their household items rather that put them in a landfill.  She stated a number of 
agencies existed which picked up household goods from homes and she encouraged more use of 
them rather than using tax dollars to pay for the landfill to be filled with useable items.  She did not 
understand why multi-family and apartments did not require recycling.  She recommended using the 
Village Corner to periodically promote environmental-related issues.  She also stated she was in 
favor of the no smoking ban policy. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert explained the village council did allow a small budget for the ECC to 
promote such programs, but the commission was a bit behind in getting the information out.  
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Reviewing his own list of issues, the chairman questioned staff as to why there was no recycling 
program for multi-tenants.  Mr. Baker explained that the above issue was raised with the small 
businesses in the village but usually only one vendor could provide the service, and no provision 
existed.   Mr. Wander believed it was a matter of not having enough room to provide two large 
dumpsters.  The chairman stated he would like to hear Allied Waste’s response and suggested that 
service be part of the Class B license.  
 
 Discussion followed that it would be beneficial to have a Hazardous Waste Day, a Salvation 
Army Day, and an electronics program, but it would be a costly venture and BFI’s assistance would 
be needed.   Kozlowski announced that a household hazardous waste day was scheduled for 
Saturday, September 30, 2006 at the Belmont Station between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  It was open 
to the public.  Mr. Kozlowski would research if SCARCE was involved.   
 
 Dr. Goodman believed that the village had to recognize that if it was extending an existing 
contract, it had much less scope for making adjustments versus creating a new RFP.  He believed the 
above discussion would assist the council’s determination of either choosing a contract extension or 
creating a new RFP.  Mr. Baker, in reviewing the contract, did not believe there were limits placed as 
to what could or could not be amended.  Chairman Gilbert believed that staff, in negotiating the 
extension, could discuss all of the above issues, find out where it leads, and then return with the 
results.  He believed BFI was one of the only vendors who could provide the service the village was 
seeking.    
 
 Chairman Gilbert recommended that staff move forward with the negotiation of a contract 
extension, given the issues identified above.  Mr. Kozlowski was directed to forward the following 
motion made by Mr. Sterner and seconded by Dr. Goodman to the Village Council: 

 
Motion to ensure that the process for negotiations regarding the Village’s refuse, recycling and 
yard waste contract address the following concerns in consideration of the environmental health 
of Village; 
 

• Provisions within the Village for recycling and/or safe disposal of discarded computers 
and other electronic items, possibly including an electronics recycling event    

• Encourage recycling of yard waste, plastics, paper and cardboard through the provision 
of free recycling containers and educational programs 

• An annual Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Event for Downers Grove  
 
In addition the Environmental Concerns Commission (ECC) suggests that the Village take the 
appropriate steps needed to ensure that recycling is encouraged in multi-family housing units 
and small business establishments.  
 
The ECC also encourages the Village to work toward developing alternatives to the Refuse 
Amnesty Event so as to minimize use of limited landfill capacity.  A Village-wide Donation Day 
Event for gently used household goods and clothing should be developed and promoted in 
cooperation with the waste hauler.   
 
Furthermore, the ECC recommends the Village work towards including a Most-Favored- 
Nations Clause within any new agreement. As a practical matter, this may provide the 
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opportunity for Downers Grove to benefit from innovations within the refuse/recycling industries 
that may arise during the course of a new agreement.         
 
 
MOVED:  Sterner      SECONDED:  Goodman 
 
APPROVED: 6-0 
 
August 23, 2006     
   
  
III. Discussion on Smoke Free Rules 
 
 Chairman Gilbert conveyed that the meeting for this topic was being offered to all businesses 
and residents of Downers Grove, including all interested parties, to provide input on the Clean Indoor 
Air proposal.  All opinions would be evaluated relative to future council discussions on a village 
ordinance that would control smoking in specific areas within the village.  Current ordinance codes 
were referenced.  Many municipalities were investigating similar regulations, including Burr Ridge, 
Naperville, Wheaton, Chicago, Westmont, Bolingbrook, and Woodridge.  The State and DuPage 
County were discussing what roles they should play in the matter. To date, no specific proposal 
existed for the Village. 
 
 The public was reminded that the ECC was a recommending body to the village council and 
met monthly to discuss a number of environmental issues.  Any additional comments on tonight’s 
smoking ban topic were to be submitted to Mr. Doug Kozlowski at DKozlowski@downers.us.   
 
 Dir. Kozlowski indicated for the record that comments were submitted to him via e-mail and 
included the following:  an email from Rich Moore, President of Shanahan’s; an email from 
Mr. Brian Atway from the Trattucci Italian Bistro; an email from Ms. Sharon Bisik and an email 
from Mr. George Nicholaou.   
 
 Mr. Rich Moore, President of Shanahan’s was not in favor of smoking regulations within his 
establishment, neither was Mr. Brian Atway from the Trattucci Italian Bistro.  Both Ms. Sharon Bisik 
and Mr. George Nicholaou were in favor of prohibiting smoking in all public places.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert opened up the meeting to public comment. 
 
 Mr. Kozlowski briefly indicated that all of the members had a copy of the 1994 Total 
Committee Development 2 (“TCD2”) recommendation which was drafted by a subcommittee of the 
Environmental Concerns Commission.    
 
 Mr. Tom Vilardo explained the 1994 recommendation was to ban smoking from all public 
spaces and the recommendation was not acted upon since then.  He explained the recommendation 
and discussed the hazards of second-hand smoking and the fact that if Shanahan’s wanted a true Irish 
pub it should follow what the pubs in Ireland were doing -- banning smoking in pubs.  Mr. Vilardo 
reiterated this matter was brought up 12 years ago and he asked that the commission consider the 
recommendation and to act upon it.  He would like to extend the ban to not only indoors but 
outdoors. 
 

mailto:DKozlowski@downers.us
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 Mr. Geoff Neustadt, 4633 Saratoga, Downers Grove, as a representative for Tribecca Cigar 
Company, 5229 Main Street, Downers Grove, explained he was aware of the Indoor Quality Act and 
its positives and negatives.  He asked this commission to be mindful that any rules in an ordinance 
may prohibit sales and revenue for a business.  He recommended drafting the ordinance so as not to 
deter the public from using establishments that have a tobacco license. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert inquired as to how other towns handled the Indoor Quality Act as it relates 
to their tobacco shops.  Mr. Neustadt said he was aware of a tobacco shop in Westmont but they were 
not allowed to smoke in their store per their village ordinance.  Since then the store has closed.  
Discussion followed on whether exceptions were made for cigar stores in other communities.  
 
 Mr. Neustadt indicated that if smoking was banned in his shop, his clients would go 
somewhere else.  He has been in the village for 10 years.   
 
 Mr. Pawlak indicated that the Villages of Hinsdale and Deerfield made exceptions for 
tobacco shops.  The chairman asked that staff research other towns on their verbiage. 
 
 Ms. Sharon Byczek, a Downers Grove resident for over 25 years, supported the smoking ban.  
She would like to visit some of the downtown restaurants but cannot due to second-hand smoking.  
 
 Mr. John Smetak, 403 N. Clark Street, Westmont, Illinois, believed it should be up to the 
market to decide whether or not the ban will sustain itself.  He did review the Hinsdale ordinance 
which did reflect two exemptions:  1) for businesses that sell tobacco; and 2) hotels and motels that 
designate rooms for smoking only.  He would insert language that allows businesses that sell alcohol 
an exemption from smoking.  He envisioned the hotel/motel exemption being expanded to every 
business as long as every business followed the same guidelines.  For those folks who did want to 
visit a bar and not have smoke around them, Mr. Smetak felt that it should be made known to the 
owners.   
 
 Mr. Bryan Bently, 4455 Wilson Avenue, Downers Grove, distributed copies of the Surgeon 
General’s recent report on smoking and the effects of second-hand smoke on individuals.  He 
discussed his recent visit to New Jersey, a smoke free state, and had a chance to speak to the 
bartenders, waitresses, and waiters there.  Many of them said the ban was a financial positive and it 
brought in new clientele with more money to spend.  The workers looked healthier and when a 
patron walked outside, he or she did not smell of smoke.  Turning to the report, another study 
indicated that employees that work in bars that allow smoking are 20% to 30% more likely to get 
cancer from second-hand smoking and those employees should not be subjected to those toxins.  
Statistics on lost employee productivity and insurance costs followed, as well as statistics on the 
increased revenue to those establishments that banned smoking.  He asked that the commission make 
the right decision and that the Village Council not shelf the matter again.  The study did not delineate 
whether cigar smoke or cigarette smoke made a difference.  Mr. Bently referenced a point about 
carving out a niche for certain shops to sell tobacco and strongly urged against it because it becomes 
an easy out for certain establishments.    
 
 Mr. Sekulski, 2012 Oxnor, Downers Grove, asked when would all of the bans stop.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert asked for input from the commissioners.   From a constitutional 
perspective, Mr. Wander did not support placing laws on private enterprises.  However, from an 
environmental perspective, he supported Mr. Bently’s points.  Dr. Goodman believed it was time for 
the village to make a change and move ahead with smoke free regulations.   
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 Mr. Sterner discussed that his profession deals with this matter consistently and he sees the 
scientific data and the effects of smoking on those who work with chemicals and how it affects the 
physiology of the body.   He notes that asbestos and smoke are dangerous and the chances of getting 
cancer are greater.  He does see both sides of the argument.   However, part of the ECC’s make up is 
to offer its expertise from the sciences but at the same time the commission does not want to make 
the matter a legal debate and too ambiguous.   Whatever is recommended must be very definitive.   
 
 Mr. Pawlak believed something should be done because he did not like sitting in a restaurant 
with someone smoking.  However, he enjoyed an occasional cigar from the cigar shop in the village.  
He was not sure if the village should issue a smoking ban based on protecting people from second-
hand smoke because people did have a choice not to patronize a restaurant.  At the same time, if there 
was an exemption to a cigar store, non-smokers could patronize a cigar shop to purchase gifts and be 
affected by the second-hand smoke.   He stated many of the communities were taking a “wait and see 
approach”.  Mr. Pawlak raised the point that at the Mayor’s Conference, this matter was contentious 
because of its negativity if a ban was instituted.    
 
 Mr. Freeman explained that he worked for the federal EPA under the enforcement program.  
His office punishes those who place items out into the environment that are similar in what people 
breath out in cigarette smoke.  Being a former smoker, himself, he pointed out the health hazards he 
encountered himself.  He believed part of the issue was that the hazardous compounds found in 
cigarette smoke were the same compounds found when burning wood in a fireplace, etc.  He 
explained that he read much information sent from the American Lung Association on where the 
smoking issue was moving.  He was surprised that only 22% of Americans smoked and that the 
cigarette companies were targeting teenagers to keep the smoking continuing.  As to the owner of the 
cigar shop, Mr. Freeman felt the market would decrease as it has.  He stated DuPage County and 
other environmental commissions were working on the same issue.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert conveyed his concern about too much governmental control; however there 
were other laws which protected the public.  He could not see the issue continuing much longer 
without becoming a regional issue.  In addition, becoming a regional issue would negate the concern 
about businesses moving to other towns since proven facts existed that a smoking ban did not affect 
the restaurant industry.   
 
 From the comments received by the commissioners, Chairman Gilbert believed there was a 
consensus among the commission to move forward in creating a smoking ban ordinance.  He 
recommended at the next meeting the commissioners sit down and work on certain sections of the 
ordinance that should be included or not included.   
 
 A resident suggested that the village stop selling the licenses for cigarette machines and 
eliminate the costs.  Another resident suggested banning outdoor fireplaces. 
 
 A short dialog followed on the status of a new commissioner for the ECC as well as a status 
on the student member.   
 
 Mr. Geoff Neustadt stated he was on the Human Services Commission and he thanked the 
ECC for its openness to having a student on its commission. 
 
 Turning back to the smoking ban, Mr. Kozlowski asked that the comment period remain open 
relative to written comments sent to him.  He would publish another meeting notice. 
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 Mr. Freeman stated he had a copy of Westmont’s smoking ban ordinance, which was well 
written and followed closely to what the village wanted.   Chairman Gilbert suggested that the 
commissioners read the ordinance and at the next meeting cull the points that the village wanted.   
 
 The next ECC meeting was scheduled for September 28, 2006.  Clarification followed that 
the mayor was seeking from the ECC an outline for the ordinance.  Kozlowski believed the village 
council was seeking a recommendation on the appropriateness of such a ban for Downers Grove.   
 
IV. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Sterner, seconded by  
Mr. Freeman.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
May 18, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert, Members Dr. Gordon Goodman, Brian Freeman, Bob 
Pawlak, Joseph Sterner, John Wander 

 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 

 Chairman Gilbert introduced new commissioner John Wander, who provided a personal 
summary of his background. 
 
II. Minutes of April 13, 2006  - None 
 
III. Visitor Welcome - None 
 
IV. Continued Discussion on Heritage Festival Activities  
 
 Chairman Gilbert said he met with Kay McKeen whose group is excited to participate in 
Heritage Fest.  He stated Ms. McKeen will not be at the Fest until late Friday and may ultimately not 
appear at all on Friday, June 23th, but instead, appear on Saturday and Sunday.  BFI will also be at 
the booth to make their presentation and would like to hear about any complaints. Representation 
will also be available for the Child Safe Lawn program.  Lawn signage was discussed and Marketing 
Dir. Kozlowski would follow up to confirm sign prices.  A general dialog followed on the 
availability of members to cover the booth. 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski announced that the Village Council, at the recommendation of the Human 
Services Commission, has begun a Youth in Government program and will be recruiting high school 
juniors from area high schools to serve as  voting members on selected boards and commissions, one 
of which is the Environmental Concerns Commission.  Kozlowski must confirm how the vacancies 
will be filled.   After attending the recent village council meeting, Dr. Goodman was of the 
understanding that the village council appeared to be interested in having consultation with the 
individual boards and commissions that would be interested in obtaining student members.  He 
recommended that staff speak on behalf of this commission as to what it wants.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert spoke about the benefits he experienced years ago when he had a younger 
representative on the Community Events Board.   He recommended adding the chosen student as a 
full voting member and suggested to convey the same to the Village Council.  Members agreed that 
the commission fill its current vacant position and acquire one high school student, possibly adding 
two students next year, should the program be successful.  The chairman suggested that when staff 
speaks to Commissioner Waldack to convey that new commissioner John Wander will screen the 
students since he works at the high school. 
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 Dir. Kozlowski briefly reviewed his mock-ups of the commission’s tent signage for Heritage 
Fest.  Commissioners provided positive feedback.   Commissioners were directed by the chairman to 
choose one style of shirt to represent the ECC.  The commissioners chose the golf shirt (no curl 
collar) in Forest Green.   
 
 Dr. Goodman passed around copies of a newsletter from the Pierce Downer’s Heritage 
Alliance, of which he is a member, and asked the commissioners to review it at their leisure.   He 
believed a number of younger individuals would be interested in such a group. 
 
V. Review of Draft Letter and Resolution concerning support for Mercury Reduction 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski reported the draft letter and resolutions concerning mercury reduction were 
with drafted with the assistance of Mr. Max Muller from the Illinois PIRG and Dr. Gordon 
Goodman.  In general, Mr. Freeman supported the information provided in the letter.  However, as it 
relates to the state and federal Environmental Protection Agency in the 5th paragraph, he clarified he 
did not want to give the impression that the federal EPA was not behind their enforcement.  They 
were and the EPA could only do what it was allowed to do.  Dr. Goodman suggested revisions to the 
paragraph by inserting the following: “Whereas, right now the federal government is implementing 
rules that will delay meaningful mercury reductions for at least another decade, putting another 
generation of developing children and the health of Illinois waters at risk, so that in response to the 
insufficient federal policy, three states have already put their plants on schedule to eliminate 90% of 
the mercury emissions, and our state should do the same.” 
 
 Discussion followed that the paragraph was reflecting contrasting efforts between the federal 
government and several states and the states must step in to fix the problem.   
 
 In discussing the bottom sentence of paragraph 4 and the specific figures being represented, it 
was suggested not to be so specific.  Dir. Kozlowski explained that Mr. Muller suggested inserting 
the $1.50 per month  because it was actually what the EPA was using as its figure.  However, he said 
the commissioners could change the paragraph.  Members agreed to not insert the $1.50 figure and to 
leave it as a general increase. 
 
 Turning to the resolution, Dir. Kozlowski pointed out that the resolution being presented was 
the same one as adopted on May 8, 2001.  As to whether the resolution needed to be reiterated before 
the village council, Dr. Goodman, pointed out the issue appeared to focus on mercury control and the 
rulemaking at the Illinois Pollution Control Board.  Chairman Gilbert felt it would not only be 
beneficial for the village council to renew the 2001 resolution but to adopt the mercury proposal 
since the movement was present.   
 
 Further dialog followed on the revisions being incorporated into the proposed resolution, the 
type of coal which Illinois burns, the movement towards using western coal with pollution control,  
and the 10% loss of coal while in transport, i.e., coal dust.    
 
 Dr. Goodman updated commissioners on his attendance at the DuPage Environmental 
Commission meeting.  Because the DuPage commission was interested in what Downers Grove’s 
Environmental Concerns Commission was considering, he forwarded them a draft as well as 
information as to what was occurring at the Illinois Pollution Control Board level.   Dr. Goodman 
relayed his conversation with Mr. Muller regarding the state’s Fast-Track program to expedite 
proposals such as the one being discussed.  Per Mr. Muller’s discussion with Dr. Goodman, 
Mr. Muller has indicated that the two proposals, i.e., the Fast-Track and the expedited proposal, 
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should result in a ruling by November, 2006.  The first hearing is scheduled for June 12, 2006 while 
the second hearing is scheduled for sometime in August, 2006.  Dr. Goodman believed the timing on 
this issue was key.  Dialog followed on getting this matter on the village workshop agenda, possibly 
June 27th.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert reviewed the steps he would follow when appearing before the village 
council to discuss the mercury resolution.  He also asked for input on whether he should bring up 
topics such as regulating lawn chemicals and/or mosquito spraying when he appears before the 
village council.  Dir. Kozlowski reported that the lawn information, etc. was already forwarded to the 
village manager but from staff’s perspective, the mode of operation was to not change anything on 
the agenda.   Discussion followed that the commission was not ready to make a full recommendation 
to the village council as to what should be done.  However, a benefit of bringing the matter to the 
council’s attention would be to invite them to attend a Public Works Committee meeting to address 
the topics of concern.   
 
 Dialog followed on the renewable resolution and how to tie in the 5th paragraph with the 3rd 
paragraph.  Chairman Gilbert recommended deleting the 5th paragraph and adding the following 
verbiage at the end of the 3rd paragraph,  “and, electricity suppliers have sold six such coal-fired 
power plants located in Cook County, Will County …”  and to add an 8th paragraph to include 
“Whereas, on May 8, 2001 the Downers Grove Village Council adopted Resolution No. 2001-40 and 
on August 16, 1999 it adopted Resolution No. ______ in similar support of this issue.”  It was also 
noted the 4th paragraph probably included more current result information from the Illinois Utilities.  
Therefore, Mr. Sterner recommended removing the entire 4th paragraph.  Commissioners agreed with 
the changes.  
  
 Mr. Freeman moved that the commission present the enclosed resolutions and edited 
letter on the coal-fired power plants, as revised, to the village council for recommended 
approval, seconded by Dr. Goodman.  Motion carried by voice vote of 6-0. 
 
VI. Old Business 
 
 Chairman Gilbert reminded the commissioners that at the last meeting the commission left 
off discussing how to increase its role in the approval process for certain environmental issues within 
the village.   As a precaution, Mr. Sterner stated the commission had to be cognizant of its advisory 
role.  Dialog followed that the commission could ease the burden off of the Code Enforcement 
Department by sending certain issues to the commission.   Dr. Goodman believed the commission 
could assist the village manager’s department as it relates to operations, as well as assist the Public 
Works Department by acting as a sounding board for them.  Trash and the Clean Indoor Act were 
two issues that could fall under this commission’s purview.   
 
 Discussion followed that it would be beneficial to discuss the commission’s ideas with the 
village manager, the mayor, and Commissioner Waldack.  Mr. Sterner cautioned the commissions, 
stating the village did have an environmental consultant overseeing projects and while the 
commission could provide its opinions, the consultant would have his own.  However, Mr. Sterner 
believed addressing environmental concerns at the planning stages of large projects would be helpful 
to the village, especially when cost overruns come into the picture.    
 
 The chairman concurred and stated he would meet with the village manager, the mayor, and 
Commissioner Waldack to begin the process.  At a recent director’s meeting, Dir. Kozlowski 
announced that he did bring up this topic, explaining that the commission’s role would be a 
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recommending body and resource for review of certain environmental issues.  He believed it was a 
matter of the commission reviewing a couple of projects, being successful, and the program taking 
off.   Dir. Kozlowski pointed out that there was no village staff to review environmental issues which 
was why the village used a consultant.  To that point, the chairman also noted that the tax payers 
owned the community and should be allowed to voice their input on such issues that affect them.  
Discussion followed that it also allowed the village to save money.    
 
 A quick conversation followed on the completion of the videos.  Chairman Gilbert and 
Kozlowski would meet to discuss completing them.  Dir. Kozlowski provided a status on the 
demolition ordinance.  Chairman Gilbert said he spoke to Don Rosenthal who asked that the 
commission hold off on the demolition ordinance in order to let staff work through it first.  
Mr. Rosenthal was aware of the commission’s comments regarding the ordinance. 
 
VII. New Business  
 
 Discussion followed that a number of communities are spearheading a joint Clean Air Act 
and are looking for communities which are interested in attending a meeting in the Village of 
Woodridge on May 24th, 7:00 a.m.  The mayor is asking that staff and a representative from the ECC 
attend that meeting.  Mr. Pawlak and Dr. Goodman offered to attend the meeting.   Dr. Goodman 
added that there is a bill on the governor’s desk (Senate Bill 2400) that permits non-Home Rule units 
of government to adopt certain indoor air controls.  He suggested that the village encourage the 
governor to sign Senate Bill 2400.  Chairman Gilbert concurred.  Dr. Goodman offered to provide 
staff background information on the bill to share with the commission.   
 
 Commissioners agreed to hold the next regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, June 7, 
2006.  Mr. Stern raised discussion on the plume arising from Ellsworth and from Lisle and the fact 
that the unincorporated areas of Downers Grove received approval from the DuPage Water 
Commission to implement full water hookups in those areas by automatic annexation.  He believed it 
was an environmental issue and should be watched.  Mr. Freeman did not recall there was an 
annexation.  Dr. Goodman recalled that the water annexation agreements were deferred and the 
original dates that were written into them had been pushed back as part of the settlement.  
Mr. Sterner believed part of it had to do with the sanitary district holding off because they were 
having trouble with the hookups.   
 
VIII.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Dr. Sterner.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
April 13, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert, Members Dr. Gordon Goodman, Brian Freeman, Bob 
Pawlak and Joseph Sterner 

 
Absent: Member Laura Feste 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
Others Present: Mr. Jim Spetta, resident 

 
 Chairman Gilbert announced that Laura Feste will be resigning from the commission and will 
not be renewing her term due to personal commitments.  He also announced that Commissioner 
Waldack has nominated Mr. John Wander (phonetic spelling) as a replacement commissioner and the 
Village Council will be voting on the matter next week.   
 
II. Minutes of February 9 and March 12, 2006 
 
 Minutes of the February 9, 2006 meeting were approved on motion by Mr. Freeman, 
seconded by Mr. Pawlak.  Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0-1.  (Abstain:  Dr. Goodman) 
 
 Minutes of the March 12, 2006 minutes were approved with noted change, on motion by 
Dr. Goodman, seconded by Mr. Freeman.  A change was noted on the last page, last paragraph 
before Old Business, delete the word “positives” and insert “positive.”  Motion carried by voice vote 
of 5-0.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome  
 
 Mr. Jim Spetta was welcomed.  Mr. Spetta was present to listen to the commission’s 
discussions. 
 
IV. Continued Discussion on Heritage Festival Activities  
 
 Chairman Gilbert distributed a draft outline of proposed activities for the Heritage Festival 
and asked the commissioners to review it.  He will be meeting with Kay McKean on April 18, 2006, 
10:00 a.m. to talk about the activities she is providing at the festival.  Commissioners were invited to 
attend the meeting.  The chairman conveyed that Ms. McKean will have her staff at the booth on 
Saturday and Sunday, but was unsure about Friday.   
 
 Dialog followed on 1) contacting Edith Makra at the Morton Arboretum and asking her to 
hand out free tree saplings; 2) the available signage for Child Safe Lawns; 3) Jean Marie Koch 
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discussing lawn chemicals and providing literature to the public; and 3) a commitment from BFI 
representatives to participate at the Fest.  Comments followed about providing information of where 
recycling bins could be picked up.  Lastly, the chairman said he was not able to speak with 
representatives from the Illinois Public Interest Research Group but said he would like to speak to the 
village attorney so no conflicts exist.  Chairman Gilbert explained that some type of poster board 
listing the times and presentations should be created.  He reviewed the outline as it relates to the 
scheduling of persons at the booth and the events to take place.  He believed the primary times the 
booth should be covered were between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  He asked the 
commissioners to sign up for specific times and to add any volunteers, such as students from John 
Wander’s class.  Dr. Goodman suggested that two-hour slots be used and he suggested that 
Commissioner Waldack volunteer at the ECC booth.   
 
 A suggestion was made that staff invite the Village Council to the booth.  A short dialog was 
raised regarding what was covered under the ECC’s budget.  Chairman Gilbert would provide the 
commissioners with a copy of the ECC’s budget.  Discussion followed on what topics the chairman 
envisioned for the tent such as recycling, household chemicals, yard chemicals, regional power plant 
issues, composing, solid waste removal, the Illinois Clean Indoor Air Act (staff to speak to village 
council on this matter), mosquito sprays, demolition recommendation, and alterative fuels, as used by 
the village.  Mr. Pawlak said he would contact a fuel company.  The chairman emphasized that the 
commission would have to work together to create posters and other information to include inside the 
booth.  Chairman Gilbert stated he would like to provide a clip board at the booth for public 
comments. 
 
 Lastly, the chairman emphasized the commission would have to agree upon certain points of 
an issue prior to the festival, such as conveying that the ECC’s booth was an information gathering 
forum rather than a place to hold an open debate.  Conversation followed on the length of time it 
takes the public to walk through a booth and the amount of time the commissioners had to interact 
with the public.  A discussion about brochures followed. Chairman Gilbert indicated that staff could 
create a number of brochures on topics such as recycling or the demolition ordinance.  However, 
Dr. Goodman forewarned that staff may not want to publish a brochure in which the information 
could be considered outdated or unconfirmed.  Chairman Gilbert believed the brochure could include 
the current law and the proposed changes.   As it relates to the brochures, Dr. Goodman suggested 
that the ECC act as an agent for another group that has already prepared information rather than 
creating an entirely new presentation, especially on topics such as fossil fuel, lawn chemicals, and 
household chemicals.  The other topics could be covered through the village’s own pamphlets. 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski believed it was better to narrow the focus of what the ECC does and how it 
interacts with the village.  While the chairman favored Dr. Goodman’s above ideas, he indicated 
topics, such as fossil fuel, could be created in an informational-type brochure, where the public could 
be directed to web site links or other agencies to obtain more information.   
 
 The commission agreed that two brochures would be created.  The first brochure would focus 
on what the ECC was all about.  The second brochure would focus on solid waste.  Staff would 
follow up on what could be done regarding the demolition brochure.  Dialog followed that much 
information would be provided by the other attending agencies.   In addition, a suggestion was made 
to include the brochures at Village Hall, once Heritage Fest was over.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert walked through the last minute items which had to be completed for the 
booth.  He suggested the commissioners purchase identical shirts outside of the ECC’s budget.  
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Commissioners agreed.  Comments followed to include the village’s logo for consistency purposes.  
A catalog would be provided at the next meeting.  
 
 A status of the recycling video followed.   Because the DVDs could be done in-house, 
Dir. Kozlowski suggested distributing them for free rather than charging for them and having to 
handle money and receipts.   A suggestion was made to include any other information on the DVD 
that the council would like to have promoted.    
 
 The commissioners discussed holding their next meeting on May 18th.  Mr. Freeman 
suggested that those agencies who were attending the ECC booth should attend the May 18th meeting 
to understand the goals of the ECC.  However, Chairman Gilbert believed that information could be 
conveyed to them through correspondence or orally at the festival.   
 
 Dr. Goodman said he would like to encourage any outside agency to prepare a brochure 
about the village’s clean transportation program and provide it at the booth.   Another suggestion was 
to display the village’s Clean Fuel Champion award.    
 
 As an aside, Dir. Kozlowski discussed his and John Hall’s visit with the “Planet Protectors” 
environmental group at Hillcrest School, a group of sixth graders who discuss environmental issues 
during their lunch hour.   
  
V. Discussion on ECC Mission and Objectives 
 
 The chairman asked for input on whether this commission should have a regulatory role or a 
stronger role in matters in Downers Grove as it relates to the environment.  Mr. Sterner believed the 
commission should remain an advisory commission but he believed it would be beneficial for this 
commission to review the professional reports and discuss what is and is not being covered from an 
environmental perspective.  Dr. Goodman also concurred but believed this commission could be 
more useful by interacting with the Public Works Department, possibly finding out whether the 
Village Council and Public Works Department would like to hold a larger forum through the ECC, 
and possibly acting as an ad hoc committee for the Public Works Department.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert believed one of the issues with the suggestion, however, was whether or 
not Code Enforcement or the Public Works Department was aware of the issues they were supposed 
to be reviewing and he was not sure of their expertise in that area.  He recommending drafting a list 
of those issues the ECC could assist in.  Mr. Sterner believed this commission could save those 
departments much money by not using outside consultants.  Mr. Freeman, however, explained one of 
the issues he saw was the changing makeup of the commission and the fact that certain expertise 
could be lost over time.  Additionally, he raised concern that if an approved project ran into 
environmental issues which were missed by this commission, there was concern about the 
commission’s credentials to provide a recommendation.   
 
 Mr. Sterner explained that for such a project, the project would have to have an outside 
consultant in place, signing off on the project.  The ECC’s role would be to confirm that the process 
is being done, similar to a quality assurance program, as mentioned by Mr. Freeman.   Mr. Freeman 
indicated that someone in village management would have to ensure that there are certain people on 
the commission that could make certain recommendations.  He envisioned a more review and 
comment-type role for this commission.  Commissioners agreed.  Dr. Goodman believed it was 
important to convey to the Village Council the importance of the ECC’s review, citing the BFI 
contract as an example.  Chairman Gilbert agreed that such an example was beneficial.  He also 
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reiterated that this commission did not want to appear as meddling in other departments’ business, 
but instead, the commission was offering its assistance if the departments saw a benefit.  It was also 
recommended by Dr. Goodman that this matter be discussed with the village manager, the mayor and 
Mr. Waldack. 
 
 Mr. Sterner offered to draft a list of topics the ECC would be interested in reviewing and 
have the material ready for next month.   
 
VI. Follow-up on Statewide Mercury Reduction and Coal Fired Power Plant Issues 
 
 Staff distributed information from Mr. Max Muller as it relates to mercury reduction and coal 
fired power plant issues.  Dir. Kozlowski explained that the information could be presented in a draft 
resolution to the Village Council if the commission desired and the village would have until July to 
submit comments on the mercury reduction and coal fired power plant issues.  Mr. Freeman 
mentioned he read the letter which was a similar letter used by Chicago’s Mayor Daley but he 
questioned whether the governor of Illinois would do anything about adopting the mercury rule.   He 
did not have any issues with the letter and believed the matter would fall under this commission’s 
charter.  Dr. Goodman saw the next step in advancing the letter was to work with Dir. Kozlowski in 
revising the letter to a form similar to the anti-grandfathering resolution, forwarding it to the 
commissioners prior to the May 18th meeting, and then forwarding the resolution to the Village 
Council.   
 
 Mr. Spetta voiced his disagreement with earlier comments about Downers Grove not having 
a coal fired plant and therefore it was not the village’s business, stating that the power plant at 
Pulaski and the Stevenson Expressway was approximately seven to eight air miles from Downers 
Grove and it was concern for everyone.  In addition, he stated that if the public was not making these 
issues a priority and mercury did not appear to be a problem, then he stated the governor would not 
be able to push the matter through legislature.  He asked if the Village Council had a lobbyist in 
Springfield, which it did not.  In response to Mr. Spetta, Chairman Gilbert and Mr. Freeman further 
clarified their earlier statements and explained the mercury matter was an important issue.   
 
VII. Old Business 
 
 Mr. Sterner summarized his discussion with a certified industrial hygienist who reviewed the 
village’s mosquito sheets.  Because some concern was raised about the pesticides, Mr. Sterner 
suggested notifying the village.  Chairman Gilbert discussed two options the commission could take 
in notifying the village of the concerns.  Dr. Goodman reminded the commissioners that the 
resolution for the Clark mosquito contract already moved forward to the Village Council without any 
mention of the ECC's concerns.   His recollection of the discussions that took place at the workshop 
and village meetings were that the village would “try not to spray” and there was no adjustment in 
materials or discussion about dropping the spray program from the contract.  He expressed 
disappointment in that process and did not know what could be done at this point in the process.  
Dir.  Kozlowski interjected and explained that staff authorizes the spraying.  However, staff was 
advised not to effectuate the contract.  Dir. Kozlowski agreed a motion by this commission 
expressing its concern about the pesticide would be beneficial. 
 
 Mr. Sterner made a motion to recommend the non-use of spraying of airborne mosquito 
spray in its entirety due to its known and unknown health hazards, due to it being ineffective in 
combating mosquitoes, and due to it being an expensive way to combat mosquitoes.  Seconded 
by Mr. Freeman.  Motion carried by voice vote of 5-0. 
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 An update followed on the smoking ban as provided by Chairman Gilbert.  Dr. Goodman 
provided an update on Senate Bill 2400 which was passed by both houses of the General Assembly.  
He discussed that much effort has taken place to get the governor to sign the bill so that DuPage 
County can move forward a ban in the unincorporated areas.  More information would be forward to 
Dir. Kozlowski.   Dr. Goodman believed the village should support asking the governor to sign the 
bill that will prevent a ban in unincorporated areas as well as to move forward with using the 
village’s home rule powers to have a smoking ban in the restaurants located within the corporate 
boundaries of the village of Downers Grove.   
 
 Dr. Goodman moved that the commission forward a recommendation to the Village 
Council that the Village of Downers Grove urge Governor Blagojevich to sign Senate Bill 2400  
which would permit regulation of smoking in unincorporated areas of DuPage County and, 
secondly, that the village move ahead by using its home rule powers to eliminate smoking in 
restaurants in the corporate limits of Downers Grove.  Seconded by Mr. Freeman.   Roll call: 
  
Ayes:  Chairman Gilbert, Goodman, Sterner, Pawlak, Freeman 
Nays:  None    MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE: 5-0 
 
VIII. New Business  
 
 Chairman Gilbert announced he will be attending a meeting on April 19, 2006 at DuPage 
County as it relates to the county’s Strategic Plan.   He passed around a newspaper article explaining 
that residents can report environmental violations to the ECC.  Information from Midwest Energy 
Cooperative was also passed around.   Dialog followed on Archer Daniels Midland constructing an 
Illinois plant which will create biodegradable plastic. 
 
X.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Dr. Sterner.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
March 9, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert, Members Laura Feste, Dr. Gordon Goodman, Jeff Lifka, 
Brian Freeman, Bob Pawlak and Joseph Sterner 

 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
Others Present: Mr. Max Muller with the Illinois Public Interest Research Group 

 
II. Minutes of January 12, 2006 - Deferred to next meeting. 
 
 The chairman presented sample s of products made from corn which he received while 
attending a conference in Minneapolis.   Funding ideas followed from that conference. (Ms. Feste 
arrives)  
 
III. Visitor Welcome   
 
 Chairman Gilbert thanked Dr. Goodman for setting up the meeting with Mr. Muller.  
Mr. Muller, who works for the Illinois Public Interest Research Group as an environmental advocate, 
explained his firm is a not-for-profit, state-wide membership organization which focuses on 
consumer and environme ntal advocacy across the state through state legislative issues.   
 
IV.  Discussion on Development of Clean Indoor Air Ordinance for Downers Grove  
 
 Discussion followed by Chairman Gilbert regarding the village council holding off on the 
Clean Indoor Air Ordinance and possibly using the county to administer it.   He conveyed that the 
commission was directed to wait for some time.  Dr. Goodman offered to provide information he 
received regarding the county’s current status for the Indoor Air Ordinance.   He described two bills 
existed in the General Assembly.  The first was House Bill 4338 and was supported by the DuPage 
Mayors and Managers.  Unfortunately, House Bill 4338 died.  The second bill was House Bill 2400, 
which the General Assembly was neutral on.  This bill would permit the county to enact a ban on 
smoking in restaurants located in unincorporated areas but would not give the county the authority to 
enact a ban on smoking in the municipalities.  Dr. Goodman proceeded to summarize his discussions 
with Ms. Susan Hilton, who heads the Legislative Committee in Springfield.  She explained for those 
interested municipalities who would like to enact their indoor air ordinances simultaneously , it would 
be necessary to contact the Intergovernmental Relations Committee.  
 
 Chairman Gilbert suggested for the ECC to wait on the matter, as directed by the village 
council.  In support of waiting on the matter, he pointed out that no data existed that the village or 
any other village would lose money for enacting the ordinance.   He also suggested that the 
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commissioners individually research data which proved no economic impact existed and to forward 
the information to the village council periodically. 
 
V. Stormwater Runoff/Child Safe Lawns Campaign 
 
 Regarding the MSD sheet that was sent to the commissioners, Mr. Sterner pointed out there 
were concerns about the chemicals being used and he did have an industrial hygienist review the list.   
The hygienist conveyed to him that companies like to create combinations of chemicals that are not 
regulated from a health standpoint.  In discussing the Clark contract, Mr. Kozlowski understood that 
the Clark contract was either just approved or would be approved within the next two weeks.  
Chairman Gilbert asked staff whether the commission should send a recommendation letter to the 
village council to hold off on the contract until more data was received.  Mr. Kozlowski stated the 
contractor will not spray for West Nile Virus unless the village contacts them.  Conversation 
followed on what triggered the last spraying.  Mr. Kozlowski would find out the status of the contract 
and have more information after the April meeting.   The chairman asked that the Child Safe Lawns 
topic be placed on next month’s agenda. 
 
VI. Environmental Concerns Commission Participation at Heritage Festival 
 
 The chairman conveyed his conversations with the village manager, Mr. Brian Fiduski, and 
Commissioner Waldack regarding the ECC’s approved participation at the Heritage Festival.  After 
speaking with the above individuals, Chairman Gilbert stated all three individuals were in favor of 
allowing the ECC’s budget, as proposed, as being a part of Dir. Kozlowski’s budget.   Details 
followed, noting the budget would be brought up by the mayor at the March 11, 2006 meeting.   
Chairman Gilbert suggested that the commissioners attend the upcoming meeting at the LCR School, 
8:30 p.m., to support the ECC.  Dr. Goodman asked staff to provide copies of the draft budget prior 
to the meeting. 
 
 After speaking with the Tours and Events director, Mr. Kozlowski explained that because the 
ECC was a non-profit there was no need to pay for the booth space.  Details of the tent space and 
processing fees followed.  Mr. Kozlowski will work with the village manager to put together a 
budget to cover the costs by May 2006.  Discussion took placed that the tent should include the 
electric bike, recycling information, the Child Safe Lawns program, and information from the EPA.  
It was suggested that Dr. Goodman speak with DuPage County and obtain some information it could 
provide at the booth, possibly deferring some of the booth costs.  From his experience in running 
booths, Mr. Freeman suggested that the commissioners take great care in responding to the public’s 
questions and come to an agreement of what topics will or will not be addressed.   
 
 Dr. Goodman suggested providing a follow-up sheet for those difficult questions coming 
from the public with a topic name and contact phone number.   Other items to include in the tent 
followed:  information on recycling, possibly on DVDs or running a DVD; environmental programs 
offered; BFI information; and having a DuPage County representative at the booth during certain 
times.  The chairman asked staff to include the recycling video script to the village council before the 
March 11th meeting and provide  a list of topics that the commission has been working on.   
Mr. Kozlowski would follow up.   
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VII. EPA’s New Reporting Violations Page -  
 
 Chairman Gilbert provided a brief history of the ECC for Mr. Muller and the issues of coal-
fired power plants.  Ideally, the chairman wanted the village council to renew its position on coal- 
fired plants and get the information downstate.   
 
 Mr. Muller distributed handouts to the members.  He explained the governor has proposed an 
administrative rule to limit mercury emissions from power plants by ninety percent by 2009.  
However, two rules existed with power plants:  First, the USEPA passed the Clean Air Mercury Rule 
(CAMR), which limits coal-fired power plants and mercury emission.  The second rule passed was 
the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), which applied to other coal-fired power plant pollutants, i.e., 
sulfur dioxide, SO2 (creates acid rain and other effects), Nitrogen Oxide (precursor to ozone) and 
particulate matter.   Currently, Mr. Muller’s focus has been on the state’s response to the federal 
mandate and also the state’s response to CAIR.   
 
 Mr. Muller discussed the effects of mercury emission, where mercury is found, the health 
effects on children and developing fetuses.  Currently, Illinois had 23 power plants with some of the 
oldest plants located nearby which were grandfathered in prior to the emissions requirements and 
were some of the worst plants.  At the same time, however, Illinois was one of the first states to 
address coal burning emissions.  A number of studies followed.  The IEPA has been writing the 
mercury rule that has been proposed.  The proposed rule requires that power plants in Illinois limit 
their mercury emission by 90% within the next three years.  Cost estimates reflect that the power 
plants will not have to install new equipment but, instead, optimize their current equipment, which is 
inexpensive.  For those companies that cannot reduce emission, they will be required to install the 
activated carbon injection process.  The cost of achieving a 90% mercury reduction in Illinois would 
be approximately $0.69 cents per month per ratepayer, as conveyed by the National Wildlife 
Foundation.  IEPA believes that is a high estimate.   
 
 A question was raised about field studies being done as it relates to the capturing of flue gas 
stream and activated carbon injection, wherein Mr. Muller explained that a number of tests were 
done, specifically, 30-day studies which showed 9% capture rates.  A few longer studies reflected 
that most power plants would not have to install the technology and would not need to shut down to 
install new equipment.  Just a few plants would have to.  As to creating a waste problem with the 
mercury in the activated carbon process, Mr. Muller explained that studies showed that mercury stays 
locked within the coal and can be safely disposed of in a landfill.  However, he believed that issue 
will continually be tested.  Mr. Sterner expressed concern that more studies were necessary and the 
village did not want to create more waste issues.  Mr. Muller believed the technology was changing 
in a positive way and that more capture gains could be expected in the future.  A dialog followed on 
fly ash.    
 
 Mr. Muller summarized the recent passage of the CAMR rule, the history behind the 
regulation of mercury over the past 10 to 15 years, and the caps/trading of emissions banking 
provisions under the Bush administration, which were vie wed as inadequate as it pertained to health 
issues.  Therefore, the USEPA gave the states permission to set tighter standards and submit a 
finalized state implementation plan for the mercury rule.  States could either continue with the 
federal proposal or implement their own tighter standard.  Implementation of Illinois’s plan is due by 
November 2006.  In speaking further on the rule, Mr. Muller reported that many power plants 
opposed the rule because they feels that Illinois will be the first state to implement the 90% cap and it 
will cause a nationwide movement.  Currently, there was outside money coming in to oppose the 
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rule.  However, Mr. Muller explained that other states were following Illinois’s mercury rule which 
was why he felt it was important for Illinois to move on the matter.   
 
 On March 14, 2006, the EPA’s draft rule will be submitted to the Pollution Control Board.  
Several hearings will be held on the rule and a decision will be made in approximately six months.  
Once passed by the Pollution Control Board, the rule must be approved  by the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules (JCAR).  Mr. Muller feels most discussion will take place at the JCAR level.   
 
 Dialog was raised that Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley signed a letter supporting the 
governor’s letter on the mercury rule and that many North Shore mayors were signing onto a letter 
from the Illinois Public Interest Research Group expressing their support for the IEPA’s proposed 
mercury rule.  Mr. Muller urged this commission to support the same by signing the letter.  He 
offered to provide information from PIRG to assist in drafting a proposed municipal support 
resolution.  Dr. Goodman explained he would like to locate the resolution passed on eliminating the 
grandfathering to be used as a resolution in support of the governor’s 90% cap on mercury, once 
fine-tuned.   
 
 The last issue, as Mr. Muller explained, was that in conjunction with the IEPA working on 
the mercury rule, it was also working on a rule to limit sulfur dioxide, nitrogen, and particulate 
matter.  Again, the federal government passed a federal rule and the states were required to 
implement it by fall 2006.  However, not as much flexibility existed for the state to address sulfur 
dioxide.   Regarding nitrogen, the state had to determine how it would allocate pollution credits.  An 
opportunity existed whereby the state received emissions credits and had to decide how to distribute 
them.  The federal government, however, was suggesting that 95% of the credits be given to power 
plants and be distributed according to a schedule.  The remaining 5% would be held in a reserve for 
the state to give to new sources that develop over time.  The IEPA would like to take the 5% credits 
and reserve them for new sources and take the 75% of the emitters and keep 25% to given them away 
as incentives to provide beneficial environmental activities.  The same approval process for this rule 
would follow as the mercury rule.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert summarized that it would be beneficial for this commission to urge the 
village council to support the governor’s program, which was more restrictive.   
 
 Additionally, Mr. Muller added that the promotion of Senate Bill 2721 would be helpful in 
that it would allow for the state government to regulate sulfur emissions.  He offered to provide 
samples letters of support to legislators for the commission.   
 
 A general conversation was raised on the grandfathering of coal power plants.  Mr. Muller 
did not recall any moving initiatives off-hand, but explained the IEPA does have a long-term goal of 
revisiting some of the pollutants that Illinois power plants are grandfathered in.  Chairman Gilbert 
suggested that the commission support all three above issues simultaneously; Mr. Muller agreed.   
 
 Further dialog followed that the solution was to target particular pollutants, shut down the old 
plants, and use renewal resources such as wind power or E-85 gas, etc.  Mr. Muller explained that 
those opposing the IEPA’s ruling appear to believe that the technology is not possible and it is too 
expensive, which Mr. Muller believes is false.  Out-of-state money was also coming into the state to 
oppose the ruling.  Mr. Sterner, however, disagreed in the sense that some of the older plants were 
more difficult to bring up to the current technology and were costly to revamp due to their structural 
design.   
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 Mr. Muller proceeded to explain that the mercury ruling was inexpensive as compared to the 
federal rule on sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide.  He expected that plants would close trying to 
comply with the sulfur ruling.   
 
 To date, there is no requirement for power plants to capture mercury, which was why Illinois 
was trying to capture 90%.  As to capturing 100% of mercury, Mr. Muller believed it was not 
possible.  However, capturing 95% mercury, such as the state of Massachusetts, was “cutting-edge”  
and would require a state to show that it could be done.  Mr. Muller expects that in the future the 
technology will cost less.  
 
 The chairman suggested that the commission outline some resolutions  for the next meeting 
to vote on.   Dialog followed on the possibility of touring a power plant, the coal washing process, 
the actual process being more complicated than Mr. Muller describes, and how timelines for 
legislative compliance are determined.   
 
 Mr. Freeman stated, in general, many positive initiatives were occurring in Illinois and there 
was a movement in the right direction.   Chairman Gilbert discussed whether returning to nuclear 
power was the answer.  However, Mr. Freeman pointed out that public opinion concerns, safety 
concerns, and terrorism concerns would be raised with the return of power plants.   
 
VIII.  Old Business 
 
 The chairman announced that the 2006 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event will 
take place on April 22, 2006, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the College of DuPage.  He suggested placing 
a notice in the Village Corner.   Discussion followed on integrating the village’s Channel 6 bulletin 
board into the village’s web site using a web crawler.   
 
IX.  New Business  
  
 Chairman Gilbert announced the resignation of Commissioner Jeff Lifka.   He thanked 
Mr. Lifka for his support on the commission.   Appointment terms were also brought up. 
 
X.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freema n, seconded by 
Dr. Goodman, Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
February 9, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert, Members Laura Feste, Jeff Lifka, Brian Freeman, Bob 
Pawlak and Joseph Sterner 

 
Absent: Dr. Gordon Goodman 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
Others Present: Ms. Jean Marie Kauth with Green Earth Institute 

 
II. Minutes of January 12, 2006 
 
 Minutes of the January 12, 2006 meeting were approved on motion by Mr. Freeman, 
seconded by Mr. Sterner.  Motion carried by voice vote of 6-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome   
 
 The chairman introduced Ms. Jean Marie Kauth, with the Green Earth Institute.  Ms. Kauth 
discussed she became interested in safe lawns when her daughter passed away from Leukemia, which 
may have been caused by her exposure to mosquito spraying.  Ms. Kauth explained her first step was 
to stop the Village of Warrenville from spraying the chemical which it did.  However, after her 
daughter passed away, she looked for other areas in which she could prevent children from becoming 
exposed.  Her second project dealt with stopping the Village of Warrenville from spraying lawn 
fertilizers in their parks.  Her city council was very receptive to it.  Since 2003, the village has not 
treated it’s city lawns and, since 2000, the village stopped the mosquito spraying.   
 
 Ms. Kauth provided information to the members from the Greater Madison Helping Lawn 
Team, an organization which provides information on alternative lawn care.  Ms. Kauth inquired 
about the mosquito spraying that Downers Grove provides.  The chairman recalled it may be Clark.  
Ms. Kauth discussed that Chlorpericos (phonetic spelling), although a low organic pesticide, was 
banned in June 2000 because it was found to be hazardous to children, adults, and the elderly, but it 
was reserved for adult mosquito spray.  She discussed the effects of Chlorpericose on humans.   
 
 Further information was distributed on the Safe Pest Control Project and its web site.   
 
 Regarding lawn spraying, Ms. Kauth explained that it was very hazardous to children and to 
humans in general especially when brought in the interior of a home because the chemicals did not 
break down as quickly and they could last a year.  She noted that the chemical 24D was linked to a 
number of soft tissue cancers in children.  She reported that while adult cancer deaths were down, 
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children’s leukemia cancer was up by 57% in twenty-five years and, overall, cancer increased in 
children by 30% in twenty-five years. 
 
 The chairman raised discussion that this commission’s concern was mainly about fertilizer 
run-off going into the sewer system and there being no restrictions.   
 
 Mr. Kauth recommended that the village discontinue the mosquito spraying immediately.  
She noted the Center for Disease Control recommended using larvacide.  She noted that Clark will 
sell the village the mosquito spray because they receive a significant amount of money per hour per 
truck.  Mr. Kozlowski indicated he would ask Clark again for its chemical information but recalled 
the village had done two sprayings.  He noted there was pressure from the public due to the West 
Nile. 
 
 Mr. Freeman discussed the use of mosquito fish-eating larva in Westmont.  Mr. Kozlowski 
indicated the Village of Downers Grove uses larvacide and the mosquito-eating fish.  Ms. Kauth 
believed public education was key.  Chairman Gilbert commented on his belief to use larvacide to rid 
mosquitoes; Ms. Kauth agreed, explaining algaecides, mosquito-eating fish and BTI were the safest 
ways to rid them, and as long as the public did not touch the water in ponds. 
 
 As to maintaining the village parks and school lawns, Ms. Kauth recommended aeration and 
corn glutton, which prohibits weed germination.  She indicated that companies such as Bio-Green 
sell corn glutton.  Chairman Gilbert asked if she could provide any information possible.  Dialog 
followed on the use of certain birds or bats to rid mosquitoes. 
 
 As to run-off, she was not familiar with the issue.  Members proceeded to discuss the 
importance of educating the public and whether there were any communities that regulated the use of 
Chem-Lawn services.   Ms. Kauth indicated there was a move in Illinois  to require certain lawn care 
companies to notify they would be spraying in a neighborhood.  Wisconsin had such a policy.   
 
 Ms. Kauth recommended that the commission obtain the MSDS sheets from Clark.  
Additionally, staff was directed to contact the schools districts and park district.  Discussion followed 
on the difficult cultural change that would have to take place for the public.  Commissioners also 
spoke about including a segment on chemicals in the composting video or provide information at the 
Heritage Fest booth.  The chair also suggested adding a segment on the cost of leaf pickup.  
Ms. Kauth stated she would be interested in joining the commission at its Heritage Fest booth in 
educating the public about fertilizers.  Dialog followed on whether lawn care representatives should 
be present to discuss their side of the argument and the village not having the expertise to debate 
them.  
 
 Commissioners were asked whether they wanted to have representatives from Chem-lawn or 
Clark to appear before this commission, wherein some commissioners were more comfortable with 
seeing the MSDS information first and then making a decision.  Mr. Sterner stated that the MSDS 
sheets did not always represent what was truly in the fertilizers.  Dialog followed on how the 
commission would get sprayer information from the park district.  Ms. Kauth explained how she 
proceeded with her own city council.  Mr. Freeman said the village’s contract with Clark may 
provide some information on fertilizer applications.  
 
 Discussion followed on how different chemicals were grouped.  Again, the commissioners 
discussed the importance of educating the public, providing the necessary signage on lawns, and 
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getting information into the newspapers.  Ms. Kauth appreciated being invited by the commission 
and having the Village’s support on this matter.    
 
 The chairman agreed that the consensus among the commissioners was to get the information 
from Clark, the Village’s park districts, school districts, and Chem-lawn and to research the 
information.  From there, the commissioners would put their thoughts together and bring up the 
matter at the next meeting and have informational packets at the next meeting.  
 
 General discussion followed on how all pesticides are regulated by the Federal Insecticide 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).  A general discussion followed on the evolution of 
chemicals over the years, such as asbestos, and how some chemicals are being mixed and their 
effects on the environment. 
 
Heritage Festival Planning 
 
 The chairman raised discussion on having a separate booth in Heritage Fest and having a 
number of presentations which include composting, household chemicals, speakers Kay McKean, 
Jean Marie Kauth, Edith Makra, and representatives from BFI and the IEPA.  Discussion followed on 
how the booth should be managed as it relates to timed presentations and time slots for commissioner 
volunteers.  Mr. Freeman offered to bring in literature from the EPA.  The chairman agreed 
everyone’s assistance was key.    
 
 Chairman Gilbert suggested holding a second meeting in March to brainstorm and discuss the 
literature.  Mr. Kozlowski offered to get the final dates for Heritage Fest and confirm how and where 
an informal discussion could be held.  Chairman Gilbert would work with Mr. Kozlowski to present 
an outline of the various presentations for the booth and to discuss them next month.   
 
Clean Indoor Air Ordinance 
 
 The chairman indicated he did speak to the mayor who supported this commission to hold a 
hearing with interested bodies on the ordinance and bringing the information to the village council.   
However, since that time, Mr. Kozlowski indicated that the Village manager wanted this commission 
to take a smaller approach to the ordinance by creating an ordinance that would limit or prohibit 
smoking within so many feet of public buildings.  The trend appeared to limit the proximity of 
smoking to the front entrances of buildings.  Simultaneously, some of the commissioners could reach 
out to the Illinois Restaurant Association to find out their thoughts before holding a public hearing. 
The larger ban would be done later in the year or activate in 2007.   In addition, by the time staff was 
ready to see if there other cooperative communities, it would make it easier to adopt the full 
ordinance.    
 
 Discussion followed that a village ordinance could not be imposed upon school properties.  
Mr. Kozlowski, however, suggested getting the school district’s endorsement of the ban.  Other 
issues that were raised included enforcement, who drafts the ordinance, and pulling key points from 
other municipalities’ ordinances.  The chairman discussed the need to research the matter and hear  
from the public, other cities, and smokers.  The point was raised that limiting the smoking to a certain 
number of feet outside a public building was already in place and that it needed to be amended.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert and some of the other commissioners asked for further clarification on 
what the council really wanted, but, in general, felt that this commission agreed that it was a good 
idea to ban smoking in any environment and in public areas.  Chairman Gilbert offered to participate 
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in a conference call to provide the commission’s input to the new village manager.  Commissioners 
concurred.   
 
 Discussion followed on the combined departments of zoning, planning, and architectural 
review.   
 
 EPA Reporting Violations - Mr. Freeman distributed a memo from the EPA’s Office of 
Enforcement and Compliance Insurance.   The office has a website (www.epa.gov.compliance 
complaints)  for citizens to directly communicate to the EPA on alleged or suspected violations.  
Details of the site followed and how an investigation may occur.   Mr. Freeman suggested putting the 
link into the Village Corner.    
 
IV.  Old Business 
 
 Mr. Sterner raised discussion on how this commission should handle future village projects 
and to speak to Mr. Barber and Mr. Rosenthal.  Mr. Kozlowski suggested speaking to Mr. Rosenthal 
in the future to see what projects could benefit from this commission’s input.  Additionally, he would 
speak to Mr. Rosenthal about the commission’s interest in the underpass project and also 
recommended that a representative from Versar (phonetic spelling) come in to explain their 
procedures and process.   The goal was to communicate both to Versar and to the village that the 
ECC does want to get more involved and to provide their information to the ECC for review.   
Mr. Kozlowski said he could bring it up at a staff meeting again.   An update followed on the 
teardown ordinance from the chairman. 
 
V.  New Business  
 
 Chairman Gilbert distributed information on a community hearing for coal fired power plants 
at Devorak Park, noting that no action by the governor was being taken on this matter.  He 
encouraged the commissioners to visit the PRG website for the current legislation.   Discussion 
followed on the power demands for electricity, the available technology, old power plants, and the 
politics involved.  The chairman asked the members to contact him if they were planning to attend.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert sent congratulations to the village staff for receiving an award from the 
Department of Energy’s Clean Cities program.  The village was recognized for its use of bio -diesel, 
E85, and natural gas.   
 
VI. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Mr. Sterner, Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
January 12, 2006 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert, Members Laura Feste, Dr. Gordon Goodman, Jeff Lifka, 
Brian Freeman, Bob Pawlak and Joseph Sterner, 

 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
Others Present: Commissioner Waldack, City Council liaison; Ms. Kay McKeen for 

“SCARCE” Environmental Education; and  Mr. Terry Cotteleer with the 
Cotteco Group 

 
Chairman Gilbert thanked everyone for their support over the past couple of months.  
 
II. Minutes of November 10, 2005 
 
 Minutes of the November 10, 2005 meeting were approved, as corrected, on motion by 
Dr. Goodman, seconded by Mr. Lifka.  A correction was noted under heading IV, second line, 
delete “excepts” and insert “excerpts.”  Motion carried by voice vote of 7-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome   
 
 The chairman introduced Commissioner Waldack, City Council liaison for this commission; 
Ms. Kay McKeen for “SCARCE” Environmental Education; and  Mr. Terry Cotteleer with the 
Cotteco Group. 
 
A change in the agenda followed:   
  
VI. New Business  
 
 Ms. McKeen introduced herself and was pleased that Downers Grove had an environmental 
commission.  She is a commissioner on the City of Wheaton’s Environmental Commission of which 
she chaired for the past 13 years.  One event she likes to hold is the Recycling Extravaganza, a one-
day recycling extravaganza where the public recycle its used and/or old products.  A number of 
community organizations participate in the one-day affair and the public can drop off eye glasses, old 
books, cell phones, scrap metal, etc.  Volunteers come from the high schools.  Her commission funds 
the tents and food for the volunteers.  A number of other communities have participated in the event 
and the public finds it easier to drop off household goods in one location. 
 
 Under the SCARCE Program, which she founded 15 years ago, projects include 
environmental education, Book Rescue (reusing school text books) and Tools for Schools (used 
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office supplies).  Her programs rely on word of mouth because advertising funding is minimal.  
However, many of the schools in DuPage County are aware of her programs.   
 
 The environmental education is her largest program, funded mainly by DuPage County.  
Programs run the gamut from community groups to, girl scouts, boy scouts to teacher workshops.  
The program promotes a comprehensive recycling program with the goal of reduction in the first 
place.  Some of the activities are run through the Welcome Center located at Roosevelt Road and 
Route 53 in Glen Ellyn from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday and Tuesday nights until 7:00 
p.m..   
 
 A number of other initiatives followed.  She discussed the recent DuPage County 
Environmental Summit she attended with Dr. Goodman, explaining that she received a grant for an 
energy bike where one pedals to produce energy through a generator.   Her organization also works 
with the County’s Environmental Committee and its Stormwater Committee and incorporates a 
hands-on approach to teaching middle schoolers the importance of water conservation.   
 
 In closing, Ms. McKeen explained her organization is more than willing to teach different 
recycling programs and conservation programs to any organization.  She invited commissioners to 
visit the Welcome Center and offered her assistance in any way possible .  Upcoming activities 
included the Prairie Path Cleanup, Glen Ellyn’s Recycle Extravaganza, and West Chicago’s 
Electronics collection, all three activities to be held on April 22, 2006.  On April 29, 2006 Wheaton 
will be holding its Recycling Extravaganza.  Her commission will be holding a compost bin sale and 
a native plan sale on April 22, 2006 in Wheaton.  Copies of the Green Bulletin were available for 
those commissioners who wanted to sign up and receive e-mail bulletins on recycling information, 
etc.  Dir. Kozlowski was asked to circulate information on the City’s Water Quality Committee 
and distribute it to members.   
 
 Per the chairman’s question, Ms. McKeen explained her organization receives $1.00 for 
every cell phone collected which phones are used for the Call to Protect program, a women’s 
domestic violence program and for senior groups.  United Recycling in West Chicago also pays 
$1.00 for used/broken cell phones.  Tel Labs provided a grant for the Schools Tool project and 
DuPage County funds most of the environmental education programs.  Other funding comes from 
Kiwanis , the Rotary Club, etc.  She works with a small staff and approximately 30 volunteers.   
Schools also help in in-kind ways to collect gym shoes, crayons, and books and then drop them off at 
her site.   
  
 Dr. Goodman suggested that the Village of Downers Grove use some of the above programs 
and produce them on the Village’s cable television station.  He recommended that a line item be built 
into the commission’s budget to pay for Ms. McKeen’s technical support of her programs while 
meeting the goal of the Village.  Ms. McKeen was open to the suggestion and stated she was able to 
provide the services and props using the county’s funding.   
 
 A dialog followed on using a booth for the energy bike at the village’s Heritage Fest event, 
commissioners volunteering their time at the event, and the message that the Environmental 
Concerns Commission wanted to sent to the public.  [Doug, Put booth matter on next agenda]  
 
 Mr. Terry Cotteleer with the Cotteco Group, explained his organization recycles electronics.  
After living in California for the past 30 years, he explained that recycling is a constant topic and no 
lack of education exists there.   Mr. Cotteleer discussed that electronic waste does not disappear.  It 
just gets relocated.  Many electronics contain mercury and lead which is unsafe to people and the 
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environment.  He emphasized that public education regarding the hazards of mercury and lead must 
start in the grade schools in order to start a movement so that communities will be safer.   
 
 Addressing the Village of Downers Grove, Mr. Cotteleer pointed out that just about everyone 
in the village probably has one or more computers in their home and that new computers are bought 
every two years versus five to six years due to better technology.  However, he believed the public 
was inconvenienced to hold onto them for a specific recycling day when they can toss them into the ir 
garbage.  He addressed the fact that the EPA can ticket an individual or a municipality $25,000 if it 
finds a computer in the garbage.  It is considered hazardous waste at that point.   
 
 His company collects computers and has them disassembled in Pennsylvania and California.  
AARC, which is out of Pennsylvania and California, uses the recycled computers in hospitals for 
children who are sick so they can play games, etc.  The only restriction is that if the computer does 
break down, the hospital must return it to the AARC for recycling again.  Mr. Cotteleer discussed the 
costs involved for delivering the used computers to their sites.  Discussion followed by Mr. Freeman 
that the law has a household hazardous waste exemption for residents and the hazardous waste law 
Mr. Cotteleer was referring to was for those companies that were in the business of generating, 
treating, disposing or storing hazard waste.  The law would apply to a hauler, however.   
 
 Dr. Goodman expressed concern about homeowners leaving their computers out on the curb 
with the garbage and not being liable for them.  He questioned whether the village should make sure 
its license to the waste hauler doe not include picking up computers, televisions, and other 
electronics.  Mr. Freeman said that while it could be done, theoretically, it would be tough to enforce 
because the public will disguise their waste.  Mr. Cotteleer agreed enforcement was an issue.   
 
 Moving to the proposal, Chairman Gilbert confirmed that Mr. Cotteleer was looking for a 
municipally-sponsored or local business to sponsor an electronics collection site.  Mr. Cotteleer 
explained it would be nice to hold a collection four times a year or hold it at a pre-existing event 
within the village.  However, to have other communities bring in their electronics would be a 
disservice to the village.  He emphasized that owners must pa y to get rid of their electronics.   The 
conversation then moved to what precautions a holding facility would have for breakage, etc., 
wherein Mr. Cotteleer discussed that the equipment would be placed in containers and a proof of 
destruction slip would be obtained.  Further dialog followed on having staff refine the proposal with 
Mr. Cotteleer, provide a breakdown of costs, and return the proposal at the next meeting.  Chairman 
Gilbert believed the matter was worth pursuing.   Dr. Goodman discussed the other hazardous waste 
collections that took place under sponsorship and cooperation with the county.  He emphasized that 
electronics were a hazardous waste and had to be disposed of by paying a separate fee.  However, the 
question was whether paying the separate fee was efficient or should it be paid through the units of 
government sponsoring the hazardous waste site?  He believed the matter should be investigated.  
Lastly, Dr. Goodman discussed the large public education campaign that would have to take place to 
educate the public that disposing and/or hiding electronics was very a serious and dangerous act.   
 
 Dr. Goodman discussed that as the program becomes more understood there should be a 
steady flow of computer drop-offs rather than seasonal activity and the process should become fee-
based and community based.  Mr. Cotteleer agreed, explaining that eventually box trucks could be 
used for the pickups.  Asked if he could work with Best Buy or Circuit City to provide a drop-off 
location and support for the recovery program, Mr. Cotteleer explained he has tried but the stores 
were already recycling their products and some were offering money off the purchase of new 
computers.  Mr. Cotteleer also reminded the commission that only those computers which are broken 
are considered hazardous waste.  Those that are not, are considered universal waste and can be 



 
Environmental Concerns Commission 
January 12, 2006  4 

trucked around as long as there is a bill of lading.  However, once they reach their destination and are 
broken down, it becomes hazardous waste.  Chairman Gilbert asked that Mr. Cotteleer make copies 
of the “Affordable Safe Disposal of Hazardous Material” information and forward it to Dir. 
Kozlowski.  Mr. Cotteleer recommended visiting www.Stopwaste.org.   
 
IV. Discussion on Illinois Clean Indoor Air Act 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski summarized that the information on the Clean Indoor Air Act was provided 
to Mayor Kajewski by the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference.  The Village Council has 
recommended that this commission review the material, review the possibility of developing an 
ordinance movement, and determine the likelihood of having other communities join in the 
movement simultaneously rather than individually.  Apparently there is the concern that if Downers 
Grove moves ahead individually, restaurants may be impacted.  However, Dir. Kozlowski indicated 
that studies have shown that has not happened.  DuPage County has brought up the same 
information, but because it is not a home rule county, the Clean Indoor Air Act cannot be imposed on 
a countywide basis.   
 
 Dir. Kozlowski spoke in general about legislation in the General Assembly that addresses a 
smoke-free state, but where that legislation was in the process could not be defined.  Conversation 
was raised on how the City of Chicago adopted its smoke free ordinance and how other communities 
were looking into same.  In reviewing Chicago’s ordinance, Chairman Gilbert explained that the 
material discusses some of the ways to get around the ordinance.  Instead, he found the Highland 
Park ordinance very straightforward and simpler than the City of Chicago.   
 
 Ms. Kay McKeen noted that her commission has been working on the Clean Indoor Air 
matter as well.  This year, for the day of the Great American Smoke-Out, she had special signs made 
for those restaurants that were smoke-free regularly and signs made for those restaurants who were 
supporting those people who were trying to quit smoking for the day.  The point was to make the 
campaign support people quitting smoking rather than banning smoking.  The outcome was very 
positive.   
 
 Dr. Goodman believed two approaches could be taken.  First publicize the smoke-free 
restaurants in the village and also to cooperate with the events such as the Great American Smoke-
Out, which gives the desirability to stop smoking and ha ving smoke-free settings.  Second, cooperate 
with the Village of Wheaton and other communities in the same situation and to have a united front.  
He mentioned a remark was made by the mayor at the last council meeting about his cooperating on  
a taskforce of mayors and managers and county officials.  He asked that Dir. Kozlowski follow up on 
that taskforce’s progress.  Also, at the last county board meeting, Dr. Goodman discussed that a 
representative from the American Cancer Society made a presentation encouraging the county to 
coordinate municipal efforts so that the cities can move ahead simultaneously.   He believed this 
commission should cooperate with the efforts being made.  Discussion followed on the upcoming 
World Asthma Day and the fact that it would be another day to promote the smoke-free restaurants.  
Ms. McKeen suggested that Downers Grove have a proclamation for World Asthma Day.  She 
offered to provide a sample of the proclamation she used and would forward it to Dir. Kozlowski.  
Also, sample proclamations were available on the World Asthma Day website. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert asked Mr. Waldack if the Indoor Air Act ordinance was brought up in the 
council meetings or did it come to this commission specifically from one or two members, wherein 
Mr. Waldack believed it came from the mayor.  It was brought up at one council meeting.   
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 In reviewing the two ordinances, Chairman Gilbert noted that two points stood out.  One was 
addressing hotel rooms being either smoking or non-smoking.  The other was requiring the hotel 
owner to designate a certain number of hotel rooms which had to be smoke-free or not, which he 
found unfavorable  and considered it to be over-legislating.  However, he felt the first place to ban 
smoking was the workplace in general.  Discussion followed that smoking was already banned in the 
village’s buildings and that many businesses had smoking ban policies in place.  Chairman Gilbert 
acknowledged that having an ordinance in place may impact the businesses, but, at the same time, he 
would like to hear from business owners.   Dr. Goodman asked that Dir. Kozlowski consult the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Mayors and Managers and County for their input.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert suggested that this commission hold a hearing on the Clean Indoor Air Act 
and receive input from the residents and businesses.  Before such a hearing was held, however, 
Dr. Goodman recommended that input be received from the Environmental Concerns Commission 
first, make a formal action that asks staff to look into the matter further, and report back to the 
commission.  He felt it would be important to consult the manager and village council about whether 
they wanted the Environmental Concerns Commission to hold a public hearing on the matter.  The 
chairman concurred. 
 
 Dr. Goodman moved that the Environmental Concerns Commission support the 
concept of having a local smoke-free ordinance in Downers Grove and instruct staff to research 
the cooperation with other municipalities, the DuPage Mayors and Managers Taskforce, 
DuPage County, and the general attitude  of the village’s business community, as well as input 
from the Village Manager and Village Council, seconded by Mr. Freeman.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert recommended removing the word “ordinance” from the motion and insert 
“movement” only because it was more than just the ordinance.  The commission may want some 
voluntary action along with it.  Mr. Cotteleer added the suggestion of contacting the Visitors Bureaus 
in California to find out the impact of the ordinance in various cities.  He spoke about the quick 
actions that were taking place here versus the eight years it took for California, and the fact that 
restaurants in California  did not lose business.  Lastly, he reiterated that the loop-holes written in the 
Chicago ordinance would be gone in a matter of a few years.   
 
 Dr. Goodman stated the reason he did not want to change the wording was due to the fact that 
he felt the commission and staff could move ahead with the other educational movements on their 
own, such as World Asthma Day and the Great American Smoke-Out.  He agreed there should be a 
movement, but under a separate motion.   Roll call followed:  
 
 Ayes: Mr. Gilbert, Dr. Goodman, Mr. Sterner, Ms. Feste, Mr. Pawlak, Mr. Lifka, 
  Mr. Freeman.  
 Nays: None   MOTION PASSED.  VOTE:  7-0 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski would follow up with council on how the commission should proceed as to 
the public hearing. 
  
V.  Old Business  
 
 Dr. Goodman reported he attended a productive environmental summit at the Benedictine 
University.  The summit addressed natural landscaping and the significance it can have for health and 
environmental values in DuPage County.  He reminded the commissioners that they had discussed 
previously the DuPage Environmental Commission and the policy of environme ntal values that the 
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county had since 1993.  Just this past week the county board adopted the new environmental policy.   
Copies were distributed.  In addition, copies of an announcement for the Wild Ones was provided.  A 
convention will be held in July.  Copies of the trail system for the east branch of the DuPage River 
were also distributed.  Dr. Goodman also spoke on the importance of this commission in determining 
the educational activities it wants to promote in the community about lawn applications.  (Doug, 
include under New Business in some future meeting, per Dr. Goodman) 
 
 On another matter Mrs. Feste emphasized that the demolition letter get presented to the 
village council as planned.  Chairman Gilbert would follow up and present it to the next council 
meeting.  Dir. Kozlowski stated that the letter was given to Village Manager Rosenthal.  
Dir. Kozlowski stated that this commission needs to discuss the letter and to have Mr. Rosenthal 
attend one of the commission’s meetings to share his thoughts.   
 
 Dialog followed on the status of the composting video, wherein Dir. Kozlowski explained he 
needed to schedule a video shoot with the two hosts.  He planned to have the video ready by spring.   
 
 Dir. Kozlowski announced the Village of Downers Grove was selected as a Clean Fuel 
Champion for 2005 by the U.S. Dept. of Energy’s Clean Cities program due to the city’s use of 
alternative fuels.  A press release will be forwarded to the commissioners.   
 
 Citizen, Mr. David Rose, asked about being kept in the loop as to the environmental impact 
as it relates to construction projects within the village, wherein Chairman Gilbert stated that the 
matter was discussed and it was decided to have someone from Code Enforcement let the 
commission know when these issues were popping up through town.  Dialog followed on some of the 
environmental mitigation that was not taking place initially with some of the downtown buildings 
and whether the commission should make some effort to increase the support for code enforcement 
in the next budget.  Dir. Kozlowski noted the next budget meeting was scheduled for February 25, 
2006.  Chairman Gilbert believed good professional inspectors needed to be on-site.  Dr. Goodman 
recommended passing a resolution stating that the commission recognizes the specific concerns as 
raised by the chairman and that the commission has looked into the matter sufficiently and now 
recognizes that enforcement is a serious matter that the village has to direct adequate resources to.  
Dr. Goodman offered to make such a motion. 
 
 Discussion followed on clarifying the motion and bringing it to the next meeting.  Since 
Dr. Goodman would not be attending next month’s meeting, Mr. Freeman offered to draft the motion 
and e-mail to Dr. Goodman for review.  Dr. Goodman would then e-mail it back to Mr. Freeman who 
would forward an e-mail to Dir. Kozlowski.   
 
VII.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Lifka , seconded by Mr. Sterner, 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribe d by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
 


