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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
November 10, 2005 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Pro tem Freeman called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Pro tem Brian Freeman; Members Joseph Sterner, Dr. Gordon Goodman, 
and Bob Pawlak 

 
Absent: Members Laura Feste, Jeff Lifka, Chairman Mike Gilbert 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 

II. Minutes of October 13, 2005 
 
 Minutes of the October 13, 2005 meeting were approved on motion by Mr. Sterner, 
seconded by Mr. Pawlak.  A correction was noted to correctly spell “Argonne.”  Motion carried by 
voice vote of 4-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome   
 
 Mr. David Rose, a Downers Grove resident, introduced himself and inquired as to the 
commission’s mission, wherein Chairman Pro tem Freeman discussed the history of the 
Environmental Concerns Commission, its membership, and explained that it was an advisory 
commission to the Village Council.  Mr. Rose further asked why the commission was formed and 
whether it was based on a specific incident.  Mr. Kozlowski and Dr. Goodman recalled it was partly 
due to the open burnings which were occurring. 
  
IV. Review of Recycling/Composting Video 
 
 Mr. Kozlowski discussed that the recycling/composting video was completed.  Two segments 
were taped and were to be part of the At Your Service video.  Mr. Kozlowski brought some excepts 
from the tape which the commission viewed.  Staff indicated that further studio segments would be 
forthcoming which would discuss what the commission does, when it meets, etc.  Mr. Rose inquired 
as to why the tape was being created wherein Mr. Kozlowski discussed it was to promote the 
commission and raise awareness about it in the community.  Dr. Goodman also explained that former 
commissioners also felt it was important to raise environmental/conservation awareness in the 
community through informational videos.   
 
 Further discussion followed on how staff planned to evaluate the taped segments and their 
impact to the community.  Mr. Rose asked about recycling percentages by the community.  
Dr. Goodman also asked staff whether there was a way to assess the impact of the At Your Service 
tapes in general, such as through the village’s annual survey.  Mr. Kozlowski indicated it was 
difficult to assess at this time, but the question would be added to future survey lists.  As a 
suggestion, Dr. Goodman suggested to staff that at the conclusion of future council broadcasts to  
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run a 15 minute summary of the features that would be available on Channel 6 to keep the audience 
tuned in.  A general dialog followed regarding the availability of taped village videos at the village’s 
library and subscribing to cable television.   
 
 Per another question from Mr. Rose, staff explained the composting segment of the tape was 
get the community engaged in composing to further reduce yard waste.   Mr. Rose commented that if 
the village was going to promote composting, that compost which is to stay in the village should be 
targeted to certain areas or projects, such as enriching the soil in the village’s garden plots.  
Currently, the park district did not provide that service.  Dr. Goodman thought the park district may 
be a good start.  Conversation was raised as to what steps would be necessary to interest the park 
district in offering such a program.  Mr. Kozlowski would contact the park district.  Commissioners 
then asked staff when they could expect the tape to run.   
 
V.  Old Business  
 
 Chairman Pro tem Freeman, in reading through past minutes, found that Chairman Gilbert 
was going to present to the village council the demolition letter this commission drafted.  Mr. 
Kozlowski indicated he had not heard further on the matter.    
 
 On another matter and at the request of Chair man Gilbert, Chairman Pro tem Freeman was to 
bring up discussion on the actual capacity of the commission.  For instance, was the commission an 
advisory commission or was it a regulatory commission.  Personally, Mr. Freeman thought the 
commission was an advisory commission to the village council.  Mr. Pawlak was of the same belief.  
Mr. Sterner believed the commission was providing advisory input to the council but it borderlined 
regulatory recommendations.  He cited some examples.  Dr. Goodman agreed the commission was 
advisory.   
 
 On another matter, Mr. Kozlowski reminded the commissioners that he was charged to put 
together examples of creating an Environmental Concerns Commission “brand” for consistency 
purposes.  Design examples were passed around.   
 
 Chairman Pro tem Freeman announced that the next brown fields conference was scheduled 
in Phoenix, Arizona but no final dates or location were available.  He discussed some of the brown 
field conferences he attended in the past, which discussed positive revitalization and reuse of 
abandoned properties and brown fields.   Mr. Sterner raised discussion about brown field grants 
relative to the Belmont (?) underpass.   
 
 Dr. Goodman spoke about his attendance at a panel discussion put on by the Illinois Arborist 
Association in Tinley Park, Illinois.  The topic covered tear downs and trees in suburban settings.  
Dr. Goodman elaborated on the informative discussions which took place at the panel discussion.  He 
advised this commission that he had a PowerPoint presentation should this commission like to view 
it.  Chairman Pro tem Freeman recommended placing Dr. Goodman’s PowerPoint presentation on a 
future agenda. 
 
 Mr. Rose then inquired as to whom provides enforcement at the village, wherein Chairman 
Pro tem Freeman explained what department handle d what issues.   Mr. Rose suggested that if it was 
this commission’s responsibility to educate the public, he then suggested that the commission 
consider informing citizens about where to go for enforcement issues.  Mr. Rose continued to speak 
about the public having concerns about the under budgeting and staffing of code enforcement as it 
relates to tear downs and the fact that the public views the issue as if the village does not care about 
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code enforcement.  Wherein, Mr. Sterner explained he and Mr. Freeman did have a recommendation 
for changes to the demolition ordinance to address those concerns and it would be forwarded to the 
Village Council.  However, those changes were delayed recently.  
 
 Mr. Rose proceeded to explain a discussion which took place at a meeting he attended 
regarding redevelopment.  Personally, his frustration was seeing a perfectly livable house torn down 
only to be replaced with a larger building and it becoming a profit maker for the builder.  He believed 
that this commission should be involved in the process because a building which had good materials 
could be reused.  He suggested creating an ordinance where the public can bid on the home proposed 
for demolition and level the playing field between the public and the developer.  Mr. Rose cited a 
perfectly livable home next to him which was razed.  He discussed that from the meeting he attended, 
the developers at that meeting were not thinking about razing a house from an environmental 
standpoint at all.   
 
 Dr. Goodman called attention to the fact that the village council and the plan commission 
were the bodies who reviewed how much redevelopment the village wanted and what types of 
limitations the village wanted to impose.   He reiterated to Mr. Rose that the village’s Code 
Enforcement Department was the first place to contact if enforcement issues arose or to contact the 
Village’s Community Response Center at (630) 434-2255 or visit the village’s web site.   
 
 Mr. Rose recommended that something be done on the part of the builder to establish ground 
rules that help him and his workers to be “good neighbors” by following certain rules.  However, if 
the village’s code enforcement area was going to be understaffed, then the issue appeared to him to 
be moot and, from the citizens’ standpoint, it appeared the village did not want to enforce its rules.  
Mr. Sterner discussed some of the changes in the ordinance, including the concept of the ordinance to 
be more self-funding.   
 
 Chairman Pro tem Freeman conveyed that this commission did have concerns and was aware 
that environmental issues did exist with demolition and tear-downs.   The proposed changes in the 
ordinance were to be presented to the village council in order to get them to understand that a 
demolition ordinance needs to be in place and be enforced.  His understanding was to present the 
changes before the next budget process.  Dr. Goodman emphasized that comments, such as those of 
Mr. Rose, needed to be heard by staff and village council and to be taken seriously.  Personally, 
Dr. Goodman felt the village council was aware of the issues being raised and was concerned about 
reducing economic growth, since it did not want to lose it.   
 
 Mr. Rose presented another topic of concern which was “peak oil”, which refers to the 
amount of limited, non-renewable resources.  He discussed the predictions and findings of U.S. 
petroleum geologist Kean Hubbrt, the issue of oil shortages within the U.S., and the fact that when 
perfectly livable  houses are replaced with larger homes, they require more amounts of natural gas to 
burn in the home.  Furthermore, he asked how the Village of Downers Grove addressed this issue.  
Chairman Pro tem Freeman agreed that this was another issue that cross-cut economic developme nt 
and that council should be reminded that when homes are torn down and replaced, more resources 
are being used.  Discussion followed that some steps were being taken by the village to address this 
matter.   
 
VI. New Business  
 
 Dr. Goodman explained his involvement in the DuPage County Environmental Commission 
(“DCEC”), which was approximately five years.  He announced that the DCEC recently redrafted 
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and approved its environmental policy update for 2005 but the policy would not be considered by the 
DuPage County Board until December 13, 2005.  (Dr. Goodman would return with the full version 
when approved.)  He distributed copies of the policy’s coversheet, a list of its members, and a brief 
history of the county’s environmental commission.   The county commission has been focusing on 
topics such as transportation, pushing for a western access to the O’Hare Airport, and introducing 
native landscaping around detention ponds.   He spoke about the DCEC’s involvement with the 
Conservation Foundation  as well as other agencies in holding an annual environmental summit.  A 
January 12, 2006 summit was planned at Benedictine University with the topic being “Breathing 
Easy and Living Healthy.”  He encouraged members of the Environmental Concerns Commission to 
attend the summit and said the policy would be useful for this commission to review.   Add DuPage’s 
policy as a New Business agenda item. 
 
 For informational purposes, Dr. Goodman mentioned he wanted to discuss an upcoming 
Village Council workshop agenda item scheduled for November 22, 2005, 6:30 p.m. regarding the 
Open Burning Ordinance for Multiple -Family Units but staff recommended that this matter first be 
discussed at that workshop.  Chairman Pro tem Freeman raised some of the discrepancies that arise 
between multiple dwelling units and single -family units.   
 
 Discussion followed that the mayor would like the Environmental Concerns Commission to 
review material on the Illinois Clean Air Act and the possibilities for a local smoke free ordinance 
and to make some recommendations on how the village could go about implementing a smoke-free 
program.  No specific timeline was given.  Mr. Kozlowski suggested marking up the document by 
the next meeting.  He would send copies to the absent commissioners.  Mr. Sterner mentioned that 
this matter would be coming up in the State’s spring session since it did not pass earlier and the issue 
was related to schools and public commercial buildings.     
 
 A short update followed on staff’s next steps to present the commission’s budget.  By next 
meeting Mr. Kozlowski offered to provide the request he would be submitting for the budget.  
Mr. Sterner also raised concern about getting the demolition changes to the ordinance forwarded as 
well.  Chairman Pro tem Freeman asked that Mr. Kozlowski provide this commission with an update 
should any modifications be made by the council to the proposed demolition ordinance.   Because 
Chairman Gilbert could not make the presentation to the village council, staff suggested that the 
commissioners choose an alternate person to speak before the village council.  Discussion followed 
that before the changes are presented to the village council that staff take the matter first to the 
management team and return to this commission to receive input before presenting it.  Chairman Pro 
tem Freeman closed by asking staff to keep this commission apprised of the situation.   
 
VII.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Pawlak, seconded by Mr. Sterner, 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
October 13, 2005 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert; Members Laura Feste, Brian Freeman, Joseph Sterner 
 

Absent: Members Dr. Gordon Goodman, Jeff Lifka, and Bob Pawlak 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 

II. Minutes of September 8, 2005 
 
 Correction to the minutes included:  page 4, revise “Managed Tree Development” to read, 
“Managed Redevelopment”; page 4, 5th paragraph, 4th from the last sentence, omit the words, 
“Village’s web site” and insert “Web at www.dgcmr.org”; page 5, top paragraph, 3rd line, delete the 
word “legislature” and insert “legislation” and remove the parentheses around “voluntary”.  Minutes 
of the September 8, 2005 meeting were approved, as presented, on motion by Mr. Sterner, 
seconded by Mr. Freeman.  Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome  - None  
  
IV. Recommendation Letter on Demolition Ordinance 
 
 Chairman Gilbert thanked the members Sterner and Freeman for putting the letter together on 
the demolition ordinance.  Mr. Freeman asked whether there was a paragraph in the ordinance to 
address additional funds for code enf orcement.  Through conversation, it was noted that the 
paragraph was not added and Dir. Kozlowski would add the paragraph in the .PDF file as it pertains 
to self-funding.  Mr. Sterner said he would volunteer to provide code awareness training to the 
current code inspectors if necessary.  Chairman Gilbert reminded the commissioners that the goal of 
the ordinance was educating the public and that communication to the public was key.  He was 
pleased with the ordinance as written.   
 
 The chairman suggested that Dir. Kozlowski and he attend one of the Village Council’s 
workshops to present the letter to them and invite commissioners who wrote the ordinance to speak 
to them and answer questions.  The commissioners reached a consensus that staff make the last 
revisions, send the letter to the village and arrange a night to speak with the Village Council.  It was 
noted that a copy should be sent to Mr. Don Rosenthal in order to receive his input. 
  
V. Budgets and Brochures 
 
 Chairman Gilbert discussed the history behind this topic, recalling that this commission had 
no funding and there was previous discussion to submit to Village Council a request for funding.  In 
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speaking with the mayor, Chairman Gilbert relayed that the mayor appeared to be open to the 
suggestion.   
 
 As to how to approach the brochures from a budget standpoint, Dir. Kozlowski explained 
they could become a program item, such as Public Information.   He proceeded to discuss the pricing 
on the brochures explaining that direct mail was too expensive but an alternative would be to use the 
brochure as an insert to the Friday issue of the Reporter  at a rate of $34.00 per 1,000.  However, if 
the brochure was printed through them, the entire cost would be $1500.  He indicated, however, that 
the paper would not be recycled paper.  Dir. Kozlowski believed using the Reporter’s paper was 
effective.  Mr. Freeman suggested taking out a full-page advertisement in the newspaper.  Other 
ideas included ta king out a smaller page advertisement or a combination, such as running a full-page 
advertisement with a smaller amount of brochures to be printed.  Chairman Gilbert suggested going 
before the Village Council and explaining the printing options available and letting them make the 
final decision. 
 
 Discussion was raised on whether asking council for four brochures was enough, wherein the 
chairman believed it was fair and to make it a goal.  Eventually, Dir. Kozlowski said he would like to 
create a recognizable “look” for the village’s Environmental  Concerns Commission.  Chairman 
Gilbert asked that staff begin working on the look.   
 
 Continuing, the chair man discussed some of the other items in the budget, i.e., two field trips, 
miscellaneous seminars and travel items.  He believed a member of the commission should be 
attending the seminars on brown fields and reporting back to the village.  Kozlowski suggested that 
more detail be provided on that line item.  The chairman also supported that someone from this 
commission attend the Springfield legislative sessions.  Further discussion followed on the Awards 
line item of $650.00 and what types of awards could be distributed.   
 
 Conversation followed on the steps other countries were taking for natural gas conservation 
and such, as well as the U.S. society being wasteful in general.  Chairman Gilbert suggesting that the 
village re-advertise in the Village Corner its story as being the leader in natural gas conservation with 
its car fleet.  Members spoke about the costs being saved by the car fleet and seeing some of those 
numbers.  A suggestion was made that the Village could promote to the public to purchase energy-
conservation types of cars using the village as a model.   
 
 The chairman also suggested it would be beneficial to hearing experts speak about the use of 
natural gas, wherein it was mentione d that someone from Argonne Labs could speak to this 
commission and some village council members.  In closing, the chairman recommended asking for 
$14,000 from the Village Council and if should the council recommended more direct mailings, then 
the amount could be increased $20,000.  Kozlowski would let the members know when the Saturday 
budget meetings would occur.   
 
VI. Further Discussion on Recycling/Composting Vi deo 
 
 Dir. Kozlowski announced that on October 28, 2005 he will be shooting the 30-minute 
environmental video.  He explained how the video would be shot and explained what topics would be 
covered, such as the statistics for the Village’s recycling program, speaking about the program in-
depth,  and interviewing Ms. Vicki Nowicki and her husband on a composting segment.   
 
 Dialog followed on whether staff knew the approximately number of subscribers to the 
Village’s cable station.   There was also discussion about including the names of the Environmental 
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Concerns Commission in the video.  A shooting scheduled followed.  By next meeting, staff would 
provide a “look” for the ECC.    
 
VII.  Old Business  
 
 Chairman Gilbert indicated he and staff have been discussing changing the agenda around; 
copies were distributed for review.  Regarding the Schools and Community-Assisted Recycling and 
Composing Education (“SCARCE”) program, which was funded by the DuPage County 
Environmental Committee, Mr. Sterner suggested that a representative of this commission attend one 
of the county’s meetings.  Ms. Feste also indicated that a representative from the SCARCE program 
stated that their budget pays for the teachers to be trained and not the children, which was why the 
cutbacks were occurring.  Ideas followed on including the SCARCE representative in the upcoming 
video.   
 
 Further discussion was raised on having a general information session on the Illinois EPA 
and, simultaneously, including a representative from the DuPage County’s Environmental 
Committee.   Chairman Gilbert would contact Mr. Jack Bajor.   
 
 A general discussion followed on the commission’s future agenda , the agenda being on 
target, and the commission being able to follow up on completed projects after six months.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert proceeded to discuss a meeting he attended with Dr. Goodman at Good 
Samaritan Hospital regarding the recently purchased land to the east of the hospital.   
 
 Conversation was then raised regarding the Belmont Road underpass, the soil issues that 
could go with it, and having a consultant on the project to monitor it and to include the new village 
manager in the ECC’s discussions.  Members discussed how this commission could save the village 
hundreds of thousands of dollars by reviewing the plans prior.  Dir. Kozlowski was asked to keep this 
commission apprised of the underpass matter but the chairman would call the village’s legal 
department.  Dialog then followed on state condemnation of the site, those agencies that would be 
involved, and the village being informed to answer the public’s questions should there be issues at 
the site.   
 
 Mr. Freeman asked if the minutes for the past ECC minutes could be brought up to date.  
Kozlowski would follow up on tracking certain web pages for Mr. Freeman. 
 
VIII. New Business - None 
 
 Registration forms were distributed to members to attend the Illinois Arborist conference 
next week.  
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IX.  Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by Ms. Feste.   
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
September 9, 2005 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Chairman Gilbert called the morning to order at 7:15 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert; Members: Dr. Gordon Goodman, Jeffrey Lifka, Robert 
Pawlak, Joseph Sterner 

 
Absent:    Members Laura Feste and Brian Freeman 
 
Staff: Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 

II. Minutes of May 12, 2005 
 
 Minutes of June 16, 2005 were approved, as presented, on motion by Chairman Gilbert, 
seconded by Mr. Pawlak.  Motion carried by voice vote of 5-0. 
 
III. Visitor Welcome  
 
 Messrs. Rich Vandermolen and Steve Vogrin from BFI were introduced.  
 
IV. Presentation on Solid Waste Disposal Sites 
 
 Chairman Gilbert asked that Mr. Vandermolen and Mr. Vogrin provide a status of the 
existing landfills and where future ones would be located, and the long-term effects.    
Mr. Vandermolen handed out information on the permanent household waste collection site located 
in Naperville.  A web link on the Village’s web site also provides information on it.  Prior to 
Amnesty Day, he is working to hold a collection of reusable items at both North and South High 
Schools.  A Salvation Army truck will be stationed at each of the high schools.  Mr. Vogrin 
commended this commission for coming up with the idea.  Dr. Goodman commended Ms. Feste for 
the publicity.  Further discussion followed in getting the same information out to the various 
environmental clubs.   
 
 Mr. Vandermolen continued by discussing the disposal sites used by the county which used a 
combination of public and private disposal sites.  In 1972, the DuPage County Board authorized the 
operation of three landfills in the county but only two were built:  Green Valley and Mallard Lake. 
Both were to be used as landfills with future use as ski hills.  When Mallard Lake Landfill closed in 
1998, in March of 1999 BFI opened a transfer station near DuPage County Airport, which was the 
only transfer station in the county.   
 
 Settlers Hill, located in Kane County, is expected to close next year and is the about the only 
landfill currently serving the western suburbs.  BFI, along with a local landfill company, own a small 
landfill in Hillside (Manheim Rd. and Eisenhower Expressway) , Illinois.  Approximately 400 to 500 
tons per day are received at that location or 40 garbage trucks.  It stays open due to the composition 
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occurring quickly.   A nearby gas plant is used to eliminate the landfill’s odor and generates power 
which is sold to Commonwealth Edison under state and federal law.  Downers Grove garbage travels 
to the transfer stations in McCook, owned by BFI, and Melrose Park.  The garbage in Melrose Park 
goes to an Allied Waste landfill (BFI’s parent company).   
 
 The garbage then travels to two of the largest landfills in the state:  Livingston County (near 
Pontiac) and Lee County (owned by City of Dixon), which are new landfills and state-of-the-art.  A 
comparison of cubic yardage between the two landfills followed.  BFI also operates a number of 
smaller landfills, taking in contaminated soils, gas station clean-ups, special waste, etc.   A question 
followed as to how the distinction is made between the various waste, wherein it was explained that 
the use of remediation monitors take place at the landfills, but BFI mainly relies on the haulers.  In 
addition, at the transfer stations, the garbage is dumped on a floor and reloaded.  BFI pays a fee to the 
county through the state to pay for the monitoring and inspection of the landfills.  Audits vary 
differently at each landfill and operate according to the local authority of the facility.  The EPA on 
the other hand, can randomly spot check at any time at the transfer stations.  Any liabilities are with 
BFI and if any loads are found to be non-compliant or volatile , specific rules and policies then 
follow, such as back-tracking where the waste came from and properly notifying the hauler to take 
cautionary steps.   
 
 Continuing the discussion, Mr. Vandermolen explained that Allied has six transfer stations in 
the city; two in the suburbs, and operates three Blue Bag sites for the City of Chicago. Waste 
Management is BFI’s largest competitor and has a number of landfill locations throughout the 
suburbs.  Private landfills do exist but require special arrangements for closures.  Municipalities will 
transfer over their landfill to BFI who will own, operate and accept the liability for the past and assist 
with the correct post-closing arrangements.  Mr. Vandermolen discussed the post-closing steps of a 
landfill.    Asked whether the post-closing plans include surface activities provided for the public , 
Mr. Vandermolen explained the best use for landfills was a passive use, mainly golf courses.  Infill 
sites were better used for passive activities; remote sites were best to leave alone.  Mr. Vogrin offered 
to invite this commission to the Pontiac landfill.   
 
 Mr. Vandermolen explained that the decomposition rate in landfills has not changed much 
due to the recycling process.  In fact, it may have slowed the process down due to removing the yard 
waste.  The vinyl covers on top of landfills also minimize the moisture infiltration.  There has been 
discussion about reversing the trend whereby the leaching or water is injected back into the landfills 
to speed up the decomposition process.  Currently, yard waste is transported to transfer stations and 
then to compost farms (Hammond Farms and Joyce Farms) which turn the yard waste into dirt.  
Different landfill locations were pointed out on the map.  Chairman Gilbert raised concern that it was 
only a matter of time before the landfills run out since 20 years were left, wherein Mr. Vandermolen 
described the large capacity of the Monticello landfill near Peoria and the vision of one state 
legislator pushing for that particular landfill.  Mr. Vandermolen explained there has always been 
discussion of putting waste on rail or using incineration, but BFI has always managed to find a way 
to do it more economically with trucks near sites, especially in the Midwest.    
 
 The process and expensive costs of incineration were discussed, noting that incineration costs 
approximately $75.00 per ton versus the average household waste of $40 to $45 per ton.  One issue 
that was a concern, as explained by Mr. Vandermolen, was if Congress allowed the states to shut 
themselves off from receiving out of state waste or minimizing it.  Constitutionally, 
Mr. Vandermolen believed that interstate waste could not be regulated anymore than regulating 
waste within one’s state.  He continued to discuss that some counties, as planning agencies, will 
“force” their municipalities to have recycling programs but never force the residents to recycle.  To 
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date, Mr. Vandermolen explained there was no proven data that better recycling occurred when 
certain counties force their municipalities to use a recycling program.  Mr. Vandermolen offered to 
get the committee more definite figures on the number of pounds of waste and recyclables that come 
from each household.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert belie ved it would be beneficial to use those figures in such a way to 
promote them to the residents as a way for them to reduce the numbers down to the lowest in the 
region.  In addition, Mr. Vandermolen discussed that promoting the energy of metals and plastic s 
was also beneficial, if people learned to recycle better.  Discussion followed by Mr. Vogrin that 
eventually he sees the manufacturer as being responsible for the recycling by requiring a recycling 
deposit on a product only to be returned by the customer who gets the deposit back.  It is being seen 
in the electronics industry.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert recalled there was discussion by the committee that there was an economic  
incentive to having trash cost more so that the proper disposal of items takes place.  Discussion was 
raised about promoting the reuse of items, such as furniture and the fact that these types of 
alternatives should be promoted by this commission.  The chairman agreed.  Regarding the 150 
pounds of waste per month per household, Dr. Goodman stated that was the figure that this 
commission wanted to reduce.  Chairman  Gilbert asked Mr. Vandermolen to provide some statistics 
of recyclables and waste that other towns produce in order to use the information as a marketing 
strategy and/or use with Ms. Feste.  Mr. Vandermolen indicated the average estimate was two parts 
garbage to one part recyclables, or 50%.   
 
 BFI’s business model was discussed, noting that out of the Chicago area, the MSW into 
Allied landfills is approximately 90% to 95% due to the infrastructure of transfer stations and 
landfills locations in Illinois.  In general, it came down to how far a hauler has to travel versus the 
cost of the landfill.   A conversation followed on the regulation of the landfill sites and whether there 
was a further push for legislation, wherein Mr. Vandermolen indicated landfills were self-regulating 
to a degree, citing a West Chicago transfer station situation.  
 
 Life expectancy of the current, larger landfills was approximately 20 years out but the fills 
could be expanded.  Life expectancy was based on the current volumes of waste going in.  BFI, as a 
company, does promote recycling to keep its landfills open longer because it costs less financially.  
Mr. Vogrin pointed out that the next recycling phase will be for home construction and demolition 
and currently BFI is trying to find a way to recycle the material because currently it is labor 
intensive.  Photos of the Pontiac landfill were passed around.    
  
 A short conversation was begun on another hauler, Onyx.  
 
 Mr. Sterner raised the point that when this matter is discussed at the Village Council, this 
commission can remind the village council of the complexities of the garbage pickup.  However, the 
chairman pointed out that this commission’s opinions did weigh in on the village’s decision for a 
hauler and he was proud of this commission.  He further discussed the difficulty of this commission 
to market the village’s recycling program due to the lack of time and expertise in the marketing area.  
The only way to achieve that was through budget dollars.  The timing was now due to the upcoming 
new fiscal year.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert explained that this commission will have to be organized in its approach to 
the Village Council and will have to pursue lobbying efforts with the aldermen to promote the 
marketing of the recycling program.  Mr. Kozlowski indicated the only commission that has been 
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allotted marketing dollars was the village’s Economic Development Commission.  It was clarified 
that a commission did have a budget but, instead, a supporting department did.  Some commissions 
also combined funding.  Mr. Kozlowski envisioned this commission falling under a line item within 
the 840 Public Information Program.  He suggested that the commission formulate a plan which 
highlights the necessary expenditures which will form the basis for this commission’s request.   
 
V. Further Discussion on Recycling CATV Program 
 
 Mr. Kozlowski provided an update on the cable TV program and had hoped to have a script 
tonight but it did not happen due to the hurricane relief efforts.  A shoot date was proposed for 
September 30, 2005 to record the program.  The program will discuss recycling and composting and 
will also explain the background of the Environmental Concerns Commission, its meeting times, and 
its open invitations to the public to attend the meetings.  Staff was considering either Dr. Goodman or 
Edith Makra to demonstrate the composing aspect of the program.  Dr. Goodman stated he would 
speak to a number of neighbors who do composting.  He also recommended naming the Highland 
School in the program since they have or had a very good composing program.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert conveyed his urgency to get a plan together for the budget and not miss the 
opportunity of presenting it to the village council.  Discussion followed on highlighting only those 
programs that would need necessary marketing funding for this year and then go from there.  The 
chairman asked whether the commissioners were open to holding a separate meeting to discuss 
budget matters and to define the amounts necessary for the programs, in a relatively short time.  
Mr. Kozlowski recommended using the money for print ads to get certain messages out. Mr. Sterner 
expressed concern about the lack of expertise this commission had in putting together a marketing 
plan.  Chairman Gilbert stated he would coordinate with Mr. Kozlowski.   
 
 Dr. Goodman indicated he handed out an announcement for an arborists association meeting 
in October which Edith Makra had coordinated regarding the impact of tear downs on the urban 
forestry.  He invited commissioners to attend the panel discussion and would sent out the .PDF 
document again via Mr. Kozlowski.  Dr. Goodman intends to discuss the partial success of Downers 
Grove’s protection of parkway trees at the panel discussion.   
 
 In addition, Dr. Goodman announced the new formation of the Downers Grove Coalition for 
Managed Redevelopment which combines the Downers Grove Watch and Heritage Alliance groups.  
Mr. Pete Pointner, the 1991 zoning consultant to the village, has been hired to explain to the village 
what needs to be done, i.e., not only zoning code changes, but also to stabilize residential land use, 
and that the character of the village continues to be desirable  while urban development continues to 
pressure the village.  He hopes the coalition attracts those individuals who really want to continue to 
build Downers Grove and have better community control over the redevelopment of residential 
property.  Information on the coalition will be located at www.dgcmr.org.  He hopes to have the first 
study by the consultant by September 15, 2005.  The chairman suggested that Dr. Goodman make the 
village council aware of what work has been going on.  (Mr. Pawlak leaves meeting.)  
 
VI. Old Business 
 
 Chairman Gilbert reported that the commissioners were waiting on Dr. Goodman regarding 
his discussion on coal fire plants.  The chairman explained that Ms. Feste contacted Ms. Kay 
McKeen, with SCARE, and Ms. McKeen was willing to visit this commission in either October or 
November to discuss coal fire plants.  The chairman also pointed out that the coal fire plant issue was 
important and needed to be addressed prior to the budget.  He asked the commissioners their input on 
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how to discuss the matter over the next three meetings.  Dr. Goodman was not aware of any current 
legislative initiative on the subject, but he did understand there was legislation passed on some 
voluntary goals for introducing renewable  and cleaner energy into the supply that the electrical 
utilities use in Illinois.  Details followed.  Commissioners agreed to push the subject back since other 
topics were more important.    
 
 The chairman suggested the following take place at its October meeting:  1) address the 
funding structure related to the budget; have the SCARE program presented; and 3) discuss the 
current Village recycling promotions that are in the works, i.e., cable TV program, etc.  The 
chairman indicated that between now and the October meeting, he will meet with staff and formulate 
a plan for the meeting.  Commissioners concurred.  Staff was directed to send out an e-mail update of 
what occurred at this meeting to the absent commissions and attach the cable TV script.   
 
 Dr. Goodman inquired as to the status of the village’s demolition and construction ordinance 
to  which Mr. Sterner indicated nothing more occurred on the subject.  Dr. Goodman felt the timing 
of this issue was ideal to be in front of the Village Council in order to get into the village’s 
“pipeline.”   
 
 As a side note, Dr. Goodman reported that the Plan Commission meeting to review the 
zoning code changes was rescheduled to September 26, 2005 as a special meeting.  The draft 
ordinance would be posted on the village’s web site on September 15, 2005.   
 
 Conversation followed with regard to the hurricane disaster in New Orleans.   
 
VII.  New Business - None 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at  9:10 p.m. on motion by Mr. Sterner, seconded by Mr. Lifka.  
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
May 15, 2005 

Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Illinois 
7:00 PM 

 
 
Chairman Gilbert called the morning to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present:  Chairman Mike Gilbert; Members: Dr. Gordon Goodman, Joseph Sterner, Laura  
Feste,  Robert Pawlak, Brian Freeman.   

 
 Absent:  Member Jeffrey Lifka 
 
 Staff:  Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
 Chairman Gilbert thanked Dr. Goodman for chairing last month’s meeting.   
 
II. Minutes of April 14, 2005 
 
 Minutes of April 14, 2005 were approved on motion by Dr. Goodman, seconded by 
Mr. Sterner.  A comment arose on making a notation in the minutes as to who arrives.  
Dr. Goodman suggested highlighting and/or bolding any formal actions or votes of the commission.  
Motion carried by voice vote of 6-0. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert stated he spoke with Ms. Paige who gave him some resources to contact, 
i.e., Kay McKeen, from the DuPage County Community Recycling Education Group and Christine 
Liptrot (phonetic spelling) from School District 58, who was willing to provide recycling assistance 
at the School District 58 level.  Regarding the Walk to School matter, Ms. Feste indicated the 
program was more of a safety program versus an air pollution reduction program and questioned 
whether this commission wanted to get involved in that area.  Dialog followed on the importance of 
including children in the Village’s recycling program.   
 
III. Comments by Edith Mak ra 
 
 Ms. Marka welcomed the commissioners to the Morton Arboretum and explained she was the 
Community Trees Advocate at the arboretum.  She proceeded to explain the historical background of 
the arboretum, noting it was mainly a museum which focused on research, education, and collections.  
The arboretum recently changed its approach within the last ten years, making it more visitor-
friendly and inviting to the community.  The arboretum’s focus was creating a more greener, 
healthier, and beautiful world.  Ms. Marka explained she has assisted many communities on topics 
from tree pruning to assistance with tree ordinances/policies.  She does work with other environ-
mental commissions and would eventually like to gather a number of other environmental 
commissions together for collaboration purposes.  Dr. Goodman, on behalf of the DuPage County 
Environmental Commission, indicated his commission was also trying to gather a list of other 
environmental commissions and believed bringing all the commissions together for collaboration was 
ideal.   
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DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
June 16, 2005 

Village Hall, Ante Room 
7:00 PM 

 
 
Chairman Gilbert called the morning to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Chairman Mike Gilbert; Members: Laura  Feste,  Brian Freeman, Jeffrey Lifka, 
Robert Pawlak, Joseph Sterner 

 
 Absent:   Dr. Gordon Goodman  
 
 Staff:  Marketing/Media Dir. Doug Kozlowski 
 
II. Minutes of May 12, 2005 
 
 A change was noted under Roman Numeral III, where the name “Edith Marka” should be 
revised to “Edith Makra”.  Minutes of May 12, 2005 were approved, with noted change, on 
motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by Mr. Lifka.  Motion carried by voice vote of 6-0. 
 
 Chairman Gilbert thanked the commissioners for moving this meeting date and asked them to 
contact him or Mr. Kozlowski if they ever needed the same accommodation.  He provided copies of 
the upcoming agendas, mentioning that Dr. Goodman has suggested that the topic of coal-fired 
power plant be moved to the fall, possibly in September.  He discussed that this commission will 
have to make some sort of proactive recommendation to the Village Council on this matter.  He 
asked the commissioners whether they had specific issues they wanted to be addressed in the 
upcoming agendas.   
 
 Chairman Gilbe rt spoke about his conversation with the mayor regarding the Environmental 
Concerns Commission and conveyed the mayor’s gratitude for the commission.  The mayor’s only 
issue was that he was not a proponent of the campfire ordinance or changing it and asked that this 
commission discuss the topic very thoroughly before forwarding it to the Village Council and to 
make the public aware that this commission will discuss the campfire ordinance.  To date, there is no 
direction from the council that indicates whether they are going to or have to act upon the ordinance.  
Chairman Gilbert added that a number of groups wanted to discuss the topic .  On another matter, the 
chairman indicated to the mayor that this commission will be speaking about stormwater issues some 
time in the future.   
 
 Mr. Kozlowski interjected and stated that he was aware that the village would be adding a 
full-time staff person in the Stormwater Division and in the Enforcement Division.  Mr. Kozlowski 
agreed staff was needed in those areas.  The chairman recommended that this commission speak on 
some of the issues that need to be discussed as they relates to the budget and that it be added to the 
October agenda.  Mr. Kozlowski said he was sending out the next citizen survey and it should be 
tabulated prior to the budget cycle process.  Chairman Gilbert believed it would be beneficial for the 
commissioners to spend time looking at the budget and looking at those areas that were not being 
focused on with regard to environmental concerns and setting some money aside.  Should the 
discussion need to take place sooner, the chair asked that the commissioners or staff notify him.   
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 A short dialog followed on the questions asked in the citizen survey.  Mr. Kozlowski offered 
to send a draft to the commissioners.  Mr. Pawlak stated that the survey he responded to was too long 
and redundant.   
 
III. Further Discussion on Recycling and Composting Educational Programs  
 
 Dialog followed on the status of the recycling bins from Baird and Warner, which 
Mr. Kozlowski explained that he had not heard anything on the matter.  The chairman suggested that 
Mr. Kozlowski contact Baird and Warner to see if they were still paying for the bins or if they were 
interested in a shared cost with the Village.  Ms. Feste reminded members that the recycling flyer 
was going to be revised to a one-page flyer in order to place it in each new bin.  Members proceeded 
to discuss the costs involved in printing the flyer and possibly receiving a donation from the waste 
hauler.  Chairman Gilbert discussed the idea of not only giving out the flyer with the recycling bins 
but also mailing the flyers out once or twice a year to the residents.  He suggested getting the costs 
for printing them, distributing them, and mailing them.  The discussion then moved on to where it 
was noted that the recycling flyer was a regular insert to the Newcomers welcome packet and 
whether that was the best place to be spending the money, or, whether the money should be spent on 
education at the elementary level.     
 
 Chairman Gilbert conveyed his conversation with Ms. Patti Paige, with the DuPage County 
Community Recycling Education Group, who was interested in partnering with this commission to 
get the recycling education out to the kids.  He believed  the money may be better spent at the school 
level where kids are already recycling.  Another suggestion was to place a full page advertisement in 
the Reporter or have a representative visit the schools to speak to the students about recycling, 
similar to how the police and fire departments speak to the students.   While costs would have to be 
explored, Ms. Feste stated that Ms. Kay McKean (phonetic spelling) could speak to the students, but 
the funding for her visits was recently cut.   The chair man asked Ms. Feste to contact Ms. McKean as 
to her rates for visiting the schools and to invite to her one of the Environmental Concerns meetings. 
 
 Members began to discuss their ideas of where the budget money should be placed and to 
contact the Community Grants agency to assist this commission.  Mr. Kozlowski proceeded to speak 
about the difficulty Trader Joe’s and other downtown businesses were experiencing in trying to 
recycle their own waste, which many could not do.  He stated it was another avenue to explore.  
Other suggestions included inserting the new, revised flyer into the recycle bins, contacting BFI to 
see if they would share their list of new customers, and to contact the Chamber of Commerce as to 
how they get their names.   Should the cost of printing the new flyers become cost-prohibitive, 
Ms. Feste suggested printing up smaller cards and indicating on the cards that the customer can visit 
the village’s web site.  Another idea was to send a message on the water bill.   
 
 The conversation moved to discussion of the Village’s TV station.  Mr. Kozlowski proceeded 
to explain his idea about running a one-half hour recycling segment under the At Your Service  
program discussing the recycling program, viewing items that are recyclable, letting the public know 
where it can obtain the bins, and demonstrating a compost file.   The filming schedule was discussed 
with August 22nd being the week to begin filming.  Ms. Feste conveyed that Steve Volgran had 
volunteered to be in the segment.  Ms. Feste also volunteered to write a script and be in the segment.  
Members spoke about the getting the correct steps for composting and adhering to the Village’s 
ordinance as to the proper location of a composite site.  Mr. Kozlowski would also contact Edith at 
the Morton Arboretum.  Suggestions followed that the Village should post a message asking for 
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volunteers who compost or getting endorsements.  Copies of the taped segment could be made 
available at the library.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert discussed his conversation with Jack Bajor (phonetic spe lling) , the former 
Public Works director, who will be holding a joint meeting with a number of Environmental 
Concerns commissions.  Chairman Gilbert stated he plans on speaking with Mr. Bajor in more detail 
about some of the upcoming topics and will keep this commissioners informed.   
 
IV. Continued Discussion on Village Demolition and Construction Ordinance 
 
 Mr. Freeman presented a draft ordinance that he and Mr. Sterner worked on which was 
similar to Glen Ellyn’s document.  Mr. Freeman conveyed that Glen Ellyn’s commission 
recommends that this commission consider certain aspects of demolition such as asbestos, mold, the 
physical characteristics of fibers, enforcement, and education about teardowns/demolitions, etc.   The 
chairman recommended that when the document is presented to the Downers Grove Village Council 
that it include a fifth bullet point which references the importance of environmental issues and its 
funding.  Funding sources were discussed, noting permits fees could be raised.  Chairman Gilbert 
conveyed positive comments about the draft ordinance.  He also recommended that Mr. Freeman add 
the recommended bullet point and address funding from both the permit side and from the violation 
side, readdress the letter to him, and he would forward it to the mayor and Village Council from the 
Environmental Concerns Commission.   
 
 Members raised discussion that it was important to use a certified/licensed asbestos inspector 
to perform surveys of a building, who basically signs off on the project just like any other licensed 
contractor for the Village.  The liability is then taken off of the Village.  Chairman Gilbert 
summarized the steps he would take when presenting the ordinance to the Village Council and follow 
it up a couple of months later to be sure some form of action was taking place.  Chairman Gilbert 
commended Messrs. Freeman and Sterner for their work on the document.   
 
 On another note, the chairman asked members whether they were receiving the appropriate 
minutes from other teardown meetings, many of whom were not.  Mr. Kozlowski indicated he had all 
of the minutes from the Village-sponsored meetings, but that the Grove Watch meeting was taped 
and another Grove meeting was scheduled this week.  Another village meeting was scheduled for 
June 29th but it was to focus on zoning setbacks, heights, etc. and not demolition/teardown issues, per 
se.  Chairman Gilbert believed it was important for members to be receiving the information since all 
of the meetings were interconnected and asked Mr. Kozlowski to have one of the secretaries from the 
other meetings to send a copy of the minutes to him to keep this commission informed.   
 
V. New Business  
 
 Discussion followed as to the number of brown fields located in town and whether the 
Village was participating in the money from the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) to 
remediate some of the sites within the Village for the purpose of redevelopment.  Mr. Sterner 
suggested keeping the matter upfront so that the commission could consider how it could get the 
Village to promote clean up and/or redevelopment.  Mr. Freeman indicated that the EPA does have 
brown field redevelopment grants and commented on his attendance at one of those meetings.  The 
chairman asked that Mr. Freeman contact him on when the next meeting was in order to attend it.  
Conversation also followed on the fact that a municipality would have to have a corrective action 
plan as to implementation of a redevelopment project on a brown field site.  It was noted that the 
Village’s grant writer may already have information on this topic .  
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 Members discussed that the Village will have to look at its brown field sites for the long-term 
and decide what it wants to do with them, but many hurdles existed.  Once a community planner was 
hired and the Economic  Development Committee became its own separate entity, Chairman Gilbert 
envisioned more focus would occur on the brown field sites.  He also believed the government had to 
be watching the sites, but at what level, he was not sure. 
 
 As a follow up to Ms. Feste’s question regarding the recognition of Trader Joe’s with the 
cross-promotion of the Village’s Environmental Concerns Commission, Mr. Kozlowski stated the 
manager at Trader Joe’s was very enthusiastic  about participating in the recycling promotion again.  
For every person who brought in their own bag, they would be entered into a raffle at the store.  The 
prior event was well received.  Mr. Kozlowski stated he would contact the manager again.  The 
chairman suggested getting an award for Trader Joe’s.   
 
 Due to some members being on vacation, the commission agreed not to hold a July meeting. 
The chairman would get some dates for August.     
 
VI.      Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at  9:05 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by Chairman 
Gilbert.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
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 Per some questions, Ms. Marka explained that a number of tree classes were offered for the 
general public  and Dr. Wheir, although retired, was still available on-site.  Dr. Goodman also 
provided some input as to the educational signs being installed around the arboretum.   
 
 As the partnership person for the arboretum, Ms. Marka explained that the U.S. Forest 
Service will be touring in Chicago and visiting Downers Grove next week to observe how the urban 
environmental groups interact with each other and how they develop working partnerships with each 
other.  Dialog followed regarding the Lyman Woods area and getting people to understand the 
importance of those woods as their benefit.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert proceeded to explain that the Downers Grove Environmental Concerns 
Commission was new but was ready to begin educating the public about the environment and 
collaborating with different groups.  The commission invited Ms. Marka to stay for the meeting.   
 
IV.A. Update on the Tree Preservation Ordinance 
 
 Dr. Goodman conveyed that he stayed for the community meeting and handed out 
information as it related to the first Tree Preservation Ordinance workshop.  Believing the web 
“links” were more useful via e-mail, he asked Dir. Kozlowski to forward the e-mail links to the 
commissioners.  Commissioners concurred.  He explained that because the Downers Grove Village 
Council felt uneasy moving forward with tree protection for parkway trees and trees on private 
property, they asked that the ordinance be split into two parts.  Regarding the parkway tree portion 
discussed at the April 5, 2005 meeting, developers found the ordinance to be counter-productive  if 
additional requirements for fencing were imposed.  However, at the May 10, 2005 meeting, there 
were no further negative comments regarding the parkway trees and Dr. Goodman believed that 
council was comfortable with the ordinance since staff prepared a good case.  In reviewing the 
upcoming agendas for the tree preservation ordinance, Chairman Gilbert did not recall addressing 
trees on other governmental bodies.   
 
 Dr. Goodman believed the information from the workshop was beneficial to the 
commissioners.  It was a clear statement as to where Downer Grove was heading and it provided 
access to staff memos and provided both versions of the ordinance.  Lastly, he reviewed his summary 
of the ordinance meetings which he would be providing to a co-board member of the Pierce Downer 
Heritage Alliance.   
 
 Regarding the private property portion of the ordinance, Dr. Goodman understood that 
portion would be inc luded into the discussion of residential development/demolition which would be 
included in the community dialog.  To date, he recalled there was no scheduled date for the 
community dialog and that staff was still in the process of developing proposals.  Dr. Goodman 
expressed concern that the private tree topic had lost momentum.  He also provided more specifics of 
the tree preservation meeting as it related to private property ownership.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert recalled that the tree preservation ordinance was discussed back in March 
and April, which was near election time.  He believed the Village Council was being cautious at the 
time to hear all sides of the issue and, since that time, the issue has become a carryover from that 
time.   Chairman Gilbert indicated he was pleased that the issue was being raised, being a strong 
advocate for property rights; however, his major concern was that the community may believe the 
Village wanted control of trees on an individual’s property.  The goal was to have the ability for 
owners to feel that if they wanted to add an addition and a tree blocked that addition, they could 
remove their tree.   
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 Mr. Freeman reminded the commissioners that this commission could only recommend to the 
council as to what it thought was impor tant and the final decision, as to enforcement, was up to the 
Village Council.  Again, Dr. Goodman reminded the commissioners that the Village’s forester was 
proposing enforcement during the construction period.  Once construction was over and the site was 
closed, the property owner could do whatever he wanted.  Dr. Goodman explained that one of the 
main reasons for tabling of the tree preservation matter at the March 15th meeting was that the 
council wanted to see the minutes of this commission’s March 10th meeting.  Therefore, 
Dr. Goodman recommended that the March 10th minutes and the April 12th minutes of this 
commission be presented to the Village Council in the Mayor’s Report at the upcoming May 17th 
Village Council meeting.  Additionally, he indicated the council was looking for a report of the 
community dialog from the March 23 rd community meeting.  Therefore, he recommended that those 
minutes also be submitted to the mayor for the council to review.  Mr. Kozlowski indicated that both 
sets of minutes were in the council’s packets.   
 
 As to making a further recommendation from this commission, Chairman Gilbert believed 
that taking the private property issue to the community for dialog should be encouraged and be done 
expeditiously so as not to lose momentum.  Dr. Goodman proceeded to hand out pictures of a 
property that was acquired by a developer (Joel Anderson) which had a number of trees removed 
before any plan was approved by the Plan Commission or received by the public.  Discussion 
followed.  Dr. Goodman conveyed Commissioner McConnell’s comments from the meeting about 
the importance of trees as valuable resources and encouraging tree preservation in general. Chairman 
Gilbert agreed the matter needed continual pushing and a forum was needed to specifically address 
the topic.  He believed the Village was in the midst of changes as it relates to housing and other 
important issues; Mr. Freeman concurred. 
 
 Mr. Freeman offered to make a motion that the Village Council continue to move forward 
and continue its momentum with the tree preservation ordinance .    
 
 Mr. Pawlak and Ms. Marka inquired whether the proposed tree ordinance or the current 
ordinance reflected what the utility companies could do with the parkway trees, wherein 
Dr. Goodman stated that the state legislature had pre-empted the village’s ability to deal with what 
the utility companies could do to the parkway trees.  Mr. Sterner stated he noticed the utility 
companies becoming more cognizant of the trees when providing their services.  Ms. Marka also 
conveyed her positive observations from her pre-tour of the village.  When asked how other villages 
motivated their councils to move forward on this topic , Ms. Marka explained that a steady pressure 
worked as well as finding out how other communities dealt with the issue.   
 
 Further dialog followed that the Environmental Concerns Commission supported the 
protection of public and private trees and that the momentum should not be lost.   
 
 Mr. Freeman made a motion that stated the Environmental Concerns Commission 
supported the protection of both public and private trees in Downers Grove and urged that the 
momentum for work on this effort not be lost.   
 
 The Downers Grove Environmental Concerns Commission supported immediate 
approval of the pending staff proposal to amend Chapter 24 of the Municipal Code in order to 
improve protection of parkway trees as proposed at the May 10, 2005 workshop meeting.   
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 Moreover, the Downers Grove Environmental Concerns Commission urged that 
consideration, including community input, be expedited for the additional staff proposal to 
initiate protection of trees on private property during demolition and certain other 
construction activities.   Seconded by Ms. Feste .   Roll call: 
 
 Ayes:  Chairman Gilbert, Goodman, Sterner, Feste , Pawlak, Freeman 
 Nays: None  
 MOTION CARRIED:  VOTE:  6-0 
 
 It was suggested that Dir. Kozlowski find out when the next community dialog would take 
place and report back at the next meeting.  
 
 Because the Village Council was in the process of reactivating its committees, Dr. Goodman 
suggested that someone from this commission attend the Public Service Committee to bring to them 
some of the concerns of the Environmental Concerns Committee.  Chairman Gilbert supported the 
suggestion to keep the matter upfront and moving ahead. 
 
IV.B. Continued Discussion on Demolition Ordinance 
 
 Chairman Gilbert informed the commission he recently tore down a small home on Bryan 
Street and went through the entire demolition process.  He shared the details of the physical removal 
of the home as well as the emotional aspects of the process.  However, he noted that at the end of the 
demolition, there was no raking down of the empty lot and believed it should be noted somewhere in 
the ordinance.  As the home was being torn down, Chairman Gilbert recalled seeing no code 
enforcement person at the site; however, there was an inspector present for a site inspection the day 
prior.   Mr. Sterner pointed out that it only showed that the Village was short-handed and the matter 
would get worse.  Chairman Gilbert concurred, explaining that someone will have to get to the 
Finance Committee to explain to them the value of having the Code Enforcement department 
properly funded.   
 
 Discussion followed on whether Assistant Director of Code Services Don Scheidler should 
be involved in the matter to which the chairman believe d it was not necessary but rather to go 
directly to the Finance Committee, explain the need for more code enforcement officers, and the need 
to have more inspections at teardown sites.  Dialog was raised on bringing the matter to the Finance 
Committee currently, wherein conversation took place that that timing was not right but the matter 
had to remain on the agenda.   
 
 Dr. Goodman proceed to state that the village was expected to have a surplus of revenue and 
believed the Finance Committee would have extra funds to allocate as carryover money.  Chairman 
Gilbert agreed but also pointed out that this commission had to get educated in the process of where 
the funding came from and who spent it , etc.   
 
 Per a question, Mr. Freeman explained a letter he handed out as it relates to the hazards of 
demolitions and carrying them out properly.  He emphasized that monitoring should take place.  
Additionally, besides the hazard issues, green space, setbacks and drainage issues needed to be 
addressed.    Dr. Goodman handed staff a copy of the Village’s current Demolition and Construction 
guidelines and suggested making copies for the commissioners.   At the same time he noted the 
assistant director of Code Services currently did not have the authority in the current ordinance to do 
the kind of enforcement that would be necessary to meet standards such as those discussed above.  
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Per a question, Mr. Freeman indicated Glen Ellyn was in the process of creating a demolition 
ordinance as well.   
 
 Chairman Gilbert believed an outline to present to the Village Council would be necessary to 
assist them.  He suggested discussing the topic at the next meeting, but in the interim, the 
commissioners should review and provide some of their own ideas for an outline.  Mr. Sterner would 
review the information and put a draft together.  Chairman Gilbert reminded the commissioners that 
they will have to determine whether they want to focus on just the protection and whether it falls 
within the purview of this commission.  Mr. Freeman believed the commission should address 
hazardous substances, green space, drainage/run-off, etc.   As to the disposition of the materials, 
there was no Village information on that topic.   
 
 Reminding the commissioners that he would not be attending the June meeting, 
Dr. Goodman suggested to defer the discussion on coal fire power plants to a fall meeting.  He also 
suggested that staff create an updated future agenda; Chairman Gilbert would follow up with staff.   
 
V. Discussion on Activities relating to Educational Videos about Recycling and 

Composting   
 
 The chairman suggested placing this agenda item on a future agenda.  He would follow up 
with Doug Kozlowski.  However, Dir. Kozlowski did have information on the topics and handed it 
out to the commissioners for their review.  Commissioners could provide input at the next meeting.   
 
VI. New Business  
 
 Ms. Feste announced that Trader Joe’s was having a raffle to promote conservation of 
resources.  She suggested that the Village provide Trader Joes with some type of award of 
recognition.  Chairman Gilbert concurred and stated he wanted the Environmental Concerns 
Commission’s name attached to the award.  Staff would follow up and speak to the mayor about 
inviting Trader Joe’s to a Village Council meeting or an Environmental Concerns Commission 
meeting, with a photo op and press release.  Commissioners concurred unanimously. 
 
 On another matter, Dr. Goodman discussed the importance of sidewalks and how to handle 
those sidewalks where the Village has no right-of-way for either the road or a sidewalk and the 
importance of two-way cooperation with safety and resource preservation.  Dr. Goodman will be 
addressing the same matter before the Public Service Commission and would report back to these 
commissioners via email on that discussion.  He suggested that sidewalks be added to a future 
agenda.   Mr. Pawlak mentioned that the Gilbert sidewalk would have environmental issues due to 
the creek.   
 
VIII.      Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Mr. Sterner.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 


