VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE
May 17, 2017
7:00 P.M.
AGENDA
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes from the April 19, 2017 meeting
3. Public Hearing
a. 17-ADR-0004: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the
property commonly known as 5325 Fairmount Avenue, Downers Grove, IL
(PIN 09-08-408-017). The property is located at the northeast corner of
Summit Street and Fairmount Avenue. David and Amy Gassen, Petitioner;
Laurence and Gloria Gassen, Owner.
4. Old Business
a. Incentive Strategies – ADRB Ad-Hoc Report and Recommendations to
Council (2015)
b. Historic Preservation Brochure #2 – “Architectural Styles” final version
prior to State approval
c. Historic Preservation Brochure #3 – “Sears Home Tour” draft language and
homes
5. New Business
6. Public Comment
7. Adjournment
THIS TENTATIVE REGULAR AGENDA MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DRAFT

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
VILLAGE HALL - COMMITTEE ROOM
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE
APRIL 19, 2017, 7:00 P.M.

Chairman Davenport called the April 19, 2017 meeting of the Architectural Design Review
Board to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call:
PRESENT:

Chairman Davenport, Ms. Chalberg, Ms. Hollweck, Mr. Lerner, Mr. Riemer

ABSENT:

Ms. Acks, Mr. Larson

STAFF:

Senior Planner Rebecca Leitschuh and Planner Swati Pandey

VISITORS: Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove; Rich Kulovany with Friends of
the Edwards House, 6825 Camden, Downers Grove; Kathy Nybo, Friends of the
Edwards House, 5253 Blodgett, Downers Grove; Chuck and Byron Holtzen,
5226 Carpenter, Downers Grove

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 15, 2017 MINUTES
MOTION BY MR. LERNER, SECONDED BY MR. RIEMER TO APPROVE THE
FEBRUARY 15, 2017 MINUTES. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0.
PUBLIC HEARING
Chairman Davenport opened the public hearing and swore in those individuals that would be
speaking on the following public hearing.
A.
17-ADR-0003: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the
property commonly known as 4709 Linscott Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PINs 09-07-206024 & -025). The property is located on the east side of Linscott Avenue, approximately 100
feet south of Chicago Avenue. Mary Lou Lockerby, Petitioner and Owner. Village Planner
Swati Pandey reviewed the location of the home on the overhead, stating two lots make up the
property with the southern lot being vacant and the northern lot containing the home and
detached garage. The plat of survey reflected current conditions of the two-story Folk Victorian
home with wrap-around porch, constructed in 1894.
Notable features on the home included roof gables, front porch and a second story
balcony. Decorative features included the verge board and the fish scale shingles on the gables.
Ms. Pandey referenced a current photo of the home, noting the porch was enclosed when the
home was purchased by the applicant’s parents, as compared to the historic photo, which
reflected an open porch. Additions to the home were also referenced, noting they did not affect
the integrity of the home. Additional slides of the home were depicted on the overhead.

Per Ms. Pandey, the standards for approval for the landmark designation were met, with
Ms. Pandey citing that the house was more than fifty years old and it met the characteristic
features of the Folk Victorian architectural style. Staff recommended that the ADRB make a
positive recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status for 4709 Linscott Avenue.
No questions followed from the board members. The applicant was invited to speak.
Ms. Mary Lou Lockerby stated her home was in the Centennial Program originally and
she and her husband were unaware of the home’s history when they purchased it in 1977. She
discussed the significant research she did on her home – both manually as well as on the Internet.
She found out the Folk Victorian homes, just like the Sears homes, came to the village via the
railroad. Ms. Lockerby shared that she and her husband have maintained as much as possible the
original materials of the home, including the home’s interior decorative woodwork. They also
kept the lines of the original porch and the back end of the screened porch attached to the
original home.
Ms. Lockerby discussed how the rear addition was added with the help of her husband,
which, originally, was a back porch off the kitchen. Eventually, the second floor addition was
added over the kitchen, keeping the home’s same lines. Ms. Lockerby thanked everyone who
help her with her home’s research.
Per another question, Ms. Lockerby explained she and her husband were the first buyers
outside of the Lottie McDougall family, to purchase the home. A brief history of the original
owner followed.
Chairman Davenport invited the public to speak.
Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden Rd., Downers Grove, speaking on behalf of the
Friends of the Edwards House, shared positive comments about the home and the owner inviting
him to view the interior of the home. He encouraged the board to recommend approval.
Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove, thanked the owners for making the
decision to landmark their home. The home was recognized under the previous Centennial
Program through the historical society and she noted it was a pleasure to see how well the two
program’s complemented each other. Ms. Gassen voiced support for the landmarking.
Hearing no further comments Chairman Davenport closed the public hearing.
Ms. Hollweck inquired if the owner was going to name her house, wherein
Ms. Lockerby stated it was already named The McDougall House and she wanted it to remain.
Mr. Lerner shared positive comments about the home and appreciated the owner moving
forward with the landmark application. The home was an asset to the block and the community.
Chairman Davenport also appreciated the owner moving forward with the application and shared
positive comments as well, noting it was the first time for this board to approve a Folk Victorian
home and, going through the landmarking process, helped other residents with their decision to
landmark their own home.
The chairman entertained a motion.
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WITH RESPECT TO FILE 17-ADR-003, MR. RIEMER MADE A MOTION THAT THE
ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL
TO RECOMMEND HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR THE
PROPERTY AT 4709 LINSCOTT AVENUE.
MS. CHALBERG SECONDED THE MOTION. ROLL CALL:
AYE: MR. RIEMER, MS. CHALBERG, MS. HOLLWECK, MR. LERNER,
CHAIRPERSON DAVENPORT
NAY: NONE
MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 5-0

OLD BUSINESS
A.
Architectural Guide Brochure – Ms. Leitschuh reviewed the general layout of the
brochure and what information it included in more detail. The brochure will go before the State.
However, she pointed out that a couple of changes will be occurring with the brochure.
Specifically, while the survey identified some properties in the village as Gothic Revival, when
looking at them more closely and evaluating them based on the industry standards for Gothic
Revival, Ms. Leitschuh reported the homes did not meet the definition. However, she said the
picture will remain in the brochure should such a home be discovered.
The chairman believed the brochure was a tool not only for residents to identify their own
home, but as a tool to help people decide what to do with a new home or a renovation.
Ms. Leitschuh concurred, commenting some of the homes may have certain influences of an
architectural style but were not the true gothic style. As a result, she said she removed the
example of what was listed as “Second Empire” since staff could not locate any examples of
Second Empire in the community.
Other photographs that were being used in the brochure followed. Ms. Leitschuh pointed
out that the vernacular forms will not have diagrams as part of the images because the brochure
had to be completed and two more brochures would follow. Further details followed as to the
examples that would be included in the brochure as well as some decisions that still needed to be
made by staff. Discussion then followed on what Split Level example should be used in the
brochure, i.e., the Late Modern Eclectic or the Traditional Split Level.
The chairman then turned the dialog to the latest Folk Victorian home being identified
and asked staff whether it should be “associated with something,” wherein Ms. Leitschuh
explained at the time she could not fit it in to the content without adding another page to the
brochure. She offered to add it as a reference under the Queen Anne.
Mentioning the Four Square example, Ms. Leitschuh stated she will remove the current
example and insert a different example into the brochure, as recommended by the Gassens.
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Ms. Chalberg as well as Mr. Lerner expressed positive comments about the brochure
agreeing it was done very well.
On a different matter, the chairman acknowledged that he and the board received an
email asking the board to review the report/recommendations on historic preservation that the
ADRB and its ad hoc committee had previously prepared. He pointed out that the board, over
the past two years, has accomplished or is in the process of accomplishing some of those
outcomes listed in the report. One of the items he wanted to discuss in the near future, however,
was incentive strategies and the possibility to increase demolition fees or other fees to assist with
funding historic preservation initiatives in the village. He believed the village council could then
take some action on it. He shared his thoughts and asked the board members to review the report
and be prepared for some discussion about incentive strategies at the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS – None
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden, Downers Grove, invited members to attend the
“Landmarking your Historic Home and the Historic Home Program” presentation hosted by the
Friends of the Edward House on May 7th, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at Lincoln Center. The event was
being held in conjunction with Founders Day. Topics that will be covered will include the
misconceptions of landmarking, how has the historic preservation ordinance been simplified, and
how has the application process been simplified, etc. Details followed. Mr. Kulovany also
reported the March 11, 2017 event with the Chicago Suburban Preservation Alliance with
Landmarks Illinois was well attended. Positive comments were shared regarding that event.
Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove, agreed it was a good idea that the
board was going to add the Folk Victorian as a subset of the Queen Anne. On another matter,
she would like to see in the future a historic preservation guidelines booklet created so any
historic homeowner can use it in order to maintain and preserve their historic home. Lastly,
Ms. Gassen reported she held a Four Square Owner and Supporter Open House at her home in
March with 50 attendees. She also reported that the Four Square presentation held on April 5th
was well attended and was sponsored by the historical society.
Ms. Kathy Nybo invited the board members to attend the dedication of the landmarked
Fairview Train Station on May 7, 2017, 4:00 PM, following the Friends of the Edwards House
presentation at the Lincoln Center. This event is in conjunction with the Historical Society’s
Heritage Site plaque.
ADJOURNMENT
MR. RIEMER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:55 P.M. MR. LERNER
SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0.
/s/
Celeste K. Weilandt
(As transcribed by MP-3 audio)
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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
MAY 17, 2017 AGENDA

SUBJECT:

TYPE:

SUBMITTED BY:

17-ADR-0004
5325 Fairmount Avenue

Designation of a Historic Landmark

Scott Williams
Planner

REQUEST
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 5325 Fairmount Avenue based on
the criteria that the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style.

NOTICE
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION
OWNER:

Laurence and Gloria Gassen
6151 Leonard Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60516

APPLICANT:

Amy and David Gassen
5320 Benton Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
BUILDING DATE:
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:
EXISTING BUILDING USE:
PROPERTY SIZE:
PIN:

Bungalow
Circa 1926
Single Family Residence
Single Family Residence
6570 Square Feet
09-08-408-017

ANALYSIS
SUBMITTALS
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community
Development:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Application/Petition for Public Hearing
Project Summary
Plat of Survey
Owner Consent Form
Certificate of Acknowledgement Form
Historic Landmark Information Form

17-ADR-0004, 5325 Fairmount Avenue
May 17, 2017

Page 2

7. Photographs with descriptions
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 5325 Fairmount Avenue
under criteria 12.302.B.3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: representation of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style. The bungalow was constructed circa 1926.
The bungalow architectural style was one of dominant building forms in Downers Grove commonly built
from 1890 to 1930. The general architectural term refers to low houses with a porch derived from a Hindi
word meaning “bangle.” They can also feature different architectural styles. They typically are one to
one-and-one-half stories in height, have a gently pitched gable or hip roof, and have full or partial front
porches. The different styles have other features: the Craftsman may have wood clapboard siding and
exposed roof rafters; Prairie style may have wide eaves and stucco cladding; and the Chicago Bungalow
is entirely constructed in brick.
The property at 5325 Fairmount Avenue is on a corner lot and is one story in height with gables on each
street elevation and wide eaves. The southern elevation has two gables. It is interesting to note the gables
are “clipped” also referred to as a “Jerkinhead” gable. A front porch is evident on the west elevation
which is considered the primary front entrance. Many of the original interior features are still present.
Multiple double-hung windows are present on each street elevation.
The lead glass windows, built-ins, doors and hardware are original. The applicant states that in 1956 a
rear addition was added to the house and it is believed the current cedar siding was also installed at that
time. The window awnings are relatively new. Although the garage is not included in the scope of the
landmarking, it also features clipped gables.
COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter and photographs. The petitioner
will further address the proposal and justification to support the requested landmark designation at the
public hearing.
Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, as described below.
Section 12.302.A.
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and
The house was constructed around 1926. This standard is met.
Section 12.302.B
That one or more of the following conditions exist:
1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

17-ADR-0004, 5325 Fairmount Avenue
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3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style, type,
method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
Staff finds the property represents the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow. These features
include a one-story building with a front porch and low pitched gables. This criteria is met.
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation; This
criteria does not apply.
5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.
6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
This criteria does not apply.
7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 5325 Fairmount Avenue.
Staff Report Approved By:

___________________________

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development
SP:sw
-att
P:\P&CD\PROJECTS\ADRB\PROJECTS\2017 Petitions\17-ADR-0004-5325 Fairmount\Staff Report 17-ADR-0004 5325 Fairmount.doc
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Photo #8: 1933 Sanborn Map

Historic Landmark
Project Summary/Narrative Letter
Owners: Laurence and Gloria Gassen
Applicants: David and Amy Gassen

We respectfully request that the house located at 5325 Fairmount (which was recently purchased by
Laurence and Gloria Gassen) be designated a Downers Grove Historic Landmark.
After researching the property tax records we believe the house was built in 1926. The records indicate
that the property was assessed under the name of Alfred A. Straube and that Frank A. Rogers was
paying the taxes. In addition to the property tax records, we have also obtained the 1933 Sanborn map
which shows the house and the surrounding houses that existed at that time. From this map we can see
that only the front (west) portion of the house existed; however an addition was added to the east
(rear) portion of the house in 1956.
The house represents the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow. The term “bungalow” is derived
from the Hindi word “bangle” meaning a low house with a porch. Bungalows were built throughout the
United States from 1890 to 1930 and are one of the dominant building forms found in Downers Grove. A
bungalow can be defined as a one to one-and-a-half story house with a low-pitched gable or hip roof
and wide eaves. 5325 Fairmount Avenue is a one-story bungalow and includes a low-pitched jerkinhead
(clipped) gable roof with wide eaves.
Many of the original architectural features of the home are still present; including lead glass windows,
built-ins, doors and hardware. Based on the architectural drawings of the 1956 addition, we believe the
current cedar siding was added at that time and we have not determined what the original cladding was.
We know from speaking with one of the previous owners that the awnings located above the windows
on the west and south elevations are relatively recent additions.
5325 Fairmount Avenue is an excellent example of the bungalow house type with many of its original
features still intact. Adding it to the list of local Historic Landmarks will ensure that it is preserved in the
future.

Landmark Designation Criteria

Section 12.302.A
The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old, in whole or in part or is under fifty (50) years of
age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its reflection of
an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation
The proposed landmark is 91 years old and meets the criteria.
Section 12.302.B
1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
The property has most of the distinguishing characteristics of a bungalow. Some of these
characteristics include:
• One-story
• Low-pitched gable roof
• Wide eaves
• Front porch
4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.
5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.
6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
This criteria does not apply.
7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.
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Photo #1: Front (East) Elevation – April 4, 2017

–

Photo #2: Side (South) Elevation - April 4, 2017

Photo #3: Jerkinhead (Clipped) Gable at South Elevation - April 4, 2017

Photo #4: Living Room built-ins and leaded glass windows – March 30, 2017

Photo #5: Leaded glass window– March 30, 2017

Photo #6: Built-in bookcases – March 30, 2017

Photo #7: Front door – March 30, 2017

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

What is

YOUR HOME?
“We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.”
– Winston Churchill

STYLES INCLUDED IN THIS BROCHURE:
Architectural Style:

“High-style” that exhibits defined characteristics related to its
overall exterior design, materials use, articulation, and other
architectural features.

This brochure is intended to serve two purposes:
• A resource for property owners poten ally interested in
landmarking their property; and
• A resource for people who love architecture and history.

This brochure includes:
• basic architectural features (diagrams iden fying common
building elements)
• Typical roof types
• Typical window types
• 17 architectural style examples (includes picture of Downers
Grove home, historical descrip on, diagram of unique
architectural features)
• 5 vernacular form examples (includes picture of Downers
Grove home, historical descrip on, descrip on of unique
architectural features)
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ARCHITECTURE 101
Basic Terminology

WINDoW TYPES

A window’s purpose is to allow the entrance
of light and/or for ventilation. Though we
see many variations and decorative
enhancements that disguise the purposes,
a window’s design is based on these two needs.

WINDOW
MUNTINS
HUNG WINDOW – This window type is composed of two square or rectangular sashes with a
frame mounted in an oﬀset manner so that one
or both can be moved to provide ven la on. If
one moves it is referred to as “single hung”, if both
move then it is a “double hung”.

WINDOW
SILL
SLIDING WINDOW – This window resembles the hung window
except that it rests on its side. As with the hung window, one or
both members may be opera onal.

RooF types
These six
WINDOW TYPES,
though illustrated
as they would
appear if
constructed
of wood, may be
made of metal or
vinyl also.

AWNING WINDOW – This window,
as with the casement, is hinged or
swung, but at the top or side. Normally
it is used in conjuc on with other
window types or with doors.

HOPPER WINDOW – This window
is almost the reverse of the awning,
in that it is hinged at the bo om and
swings inward. In some rare instances
the hopper may swing outward.
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FIXED WINDOW – This window
is non-operable. It doesn’t move.
The drawing is of a rectangular
sash, but ﬁxed windows can be
seen in a variety of shapes.

CASEMENT WINDOW – This is
one of the oldest window types
repesen ng essen ally the ﬁrst
step beyond the ﬁxed window
opera ng on hinges or hangers
to swing open.
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1830s – 1870
1870s
Greek Revival 1830
wood clapboard siding

1840s – 1870
1870s
GoTHIC Revival 1840
vergeboard

pediment

lancet windows

steep pitched roof

decora ve
lintels
and sills
around
windows

double-hung,
mul -pane
windows

Nationally, GREEK REVIVAL was the dominant domestic architectural
style during the middle of the 19th century, beginning along the eastern
seaboard and migrating to the west. GREEK REVIVAL was one of the
earliest architectural styles to be used for residential buildings in the
Chicago area as the increasing prevalence of pattern books and
carpenter guides popularized the style. Typical attributes and
characteristics include:
• a rectangular and gable-fronted building form
• one or two stories in height
• a hipped roof with cornice lines emphasizing a band of trim
• double-hung, mul -paned windows
GREEK REVIVALS were usually constructed with clapboard siding and
sometimes with decorative pediments and crown moldings over doors
and windows. Its most particular architectural feature is the gable
cornice returns that mimic a triangular pediment in Classical
Greek architecture.
4

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

hood
moulding
recessed
entry

During the early to mid-1800s, the preference for the “picturesque” in
domestic architecture gave rise to the GOTHIC REVIVAL style, a style
that was first practiced in England during the late 1700s. GOTHIC
REVIVAL is considered mainly a rural style and more compatible with
rural landscapes since its emphasis on multiple gables and wide porches
did not lend itself to narrow lots in urban environments.
Typical features of a GOTHIC REVIVAL home include:
• front gabled or asymmetrical building form
• gables with decora ve cross-bracing and vergeboard
• pointed arch or lancet windows
GOTHIC REVIVALS in rural environments were most often constructed
in wood clapboard, giving rise to the “Carpenter Gothic” vernacular
version of the style.
*This image is not from Downers Grove since examples have not yet
been identified.
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1840s – 1880
1880s
ITALIANATE 1840
ornate porch entry

1880s – 1900
1900s
QUEEN ANNE 1880

elaborate roof-line cornice with decora ve brackets

projec ng dormer gable with ornamented shingles

steeply pitched roof

low-pitched
roof

hood mold
above
windows

tower bay
rising
through
roof
wood
clapboard
siding

tall, arched,
double-hung
windows
porch with
elaborate
spindlework

ITALIANATE homes first began to appear in most eastern and
midwestern states in the 1840s and soon surpassed the Gothic Revival
as the dominant architectural style, especially in its detached single
family home variant. The style declined in popularity after the
financial panic of 1873 and the subsequent depression when home
building slowed and a new style, the Queen Anne, became the
dominant residential architectural style.
ITALIANATE homes are typically constructed in wood clapboard
or masonry, two to three stories in height, and L-shaped, asymmetrical
or gable-fronted in form. Its most recognizable features include:
• an elaborate roof-line cornice with decora ve brackets
• tall, narrow double-hung windows that are o en arched
at the top and crowned with a hood mold made of
brick or stone
• roofs that are usually hipped and low-pitched
• par al, full-front or wrap-around porches with ornate
railings and turned columns
6
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QUEEN ANNE prevailed perhaps as the most dominant Victorian
domestic architectural style during the last two decades of the 19th
Century. The first American interpretations of the QUEEN ANNE style
along the eastern seaboard were later popularized by the proliferation
of pattern books and the ready manufacture and distribution of pre-cut
materials and architectural features.
In the Midwest, the majority of QUEEN ANNE homes:
• were constructed in wood clapboard and wood shingles in the
upper ﬂoors
• used wide bandboards or wood trim to mark the change in
materials from wood clapboard to wood shingles
• were asymmetrical buildings with steeply pitched,
cross-gabled roofs
Some QUEEN ANNES have cylinder tower bays that rise through the
roof line, recessed balconies, and chimneys with corbelled masonry
patterns. One of the most notable features is the elaborate porches with
elaborate spindlework, balusters and pediments with stick or shingle
work. Folk Victorian is inspired by Queen Anne, but with simple details
and basic, assymetrical floor plans.
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
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1880s – 1950
1950s
CoLoNIAL REVIVAL 1880
masonry facade

1950s
neoCLASSICAL REVIVAL 1895 – 1950

double-hung windows

pedimented gable

columned
entry porch

full height
porch
supported
by columns
symmetrically
balanced
windows

one-story
side wing
entry door
with
sidelights
The COLONIAL REVIVAL style is often believed to have started after
the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition where a “colonial kitchen,”
replete with a spinning wheel, was reconstructed. The New York firm
of McKim, Mead, White and Bigelow is often considered the first
important practitioner of the style with their Appleton House in
Lennox, Massachusetts.
The most common architectural features of COLONIAL REVIVAL
homes include:
• columned entry porches
• entry doors with transoms, sidelights, and elaborate surrounds
• symmetrical building forms
• hipped roofs
• double-hung, mul -paned windows that are o en paired together
In Downers Grove, COLONIAL REVIVAL homes are often two and-a-half
floors in height, constructed in brick or stone masonry, and with an
asphalt-shingle roof. In addition, many homes have one-story enclosed
side wings. A subtype is the Dutch Colonial with gambrel roofs and long
front dormers. (see featured home on cover page)
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center door

The Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893 revived interest in
classical architecture as the Fair’s planners mandated a classical theme
be used in all buildings constructed for the Fair. From the mid-1890s
to the middle of the 20th Century, NEOCLASSICAL REVIVAL became a
popular style for both commercial and residential buildings. Signature
features of NEOCLASSICAL REVIVAL homes are:
• full height porches supported by columns with Corinthian or
Ionic capitals
• topped with a pedimented gable
These homes are often:
• two and-a-half stories in height
• rectangular and symmetrical in form
• constructed in stone or brick that was o en painted white
A variant of NEOCLASSICAL REVIVAL is the Beaux Arts style, which
was popular in the United States from the mid-1880s to the 1930s, and
often used for monumental commercial buildings such as banks and
oﬃce edifices. Beaux Arts buildings share many of the same features
and elements of NEOCLASSICAL REVIVAL buildings but they may also
incorporate balustrades at the roof line, elaborate window surrounds
and crowns, pilasters and floral patterns as decorative elements.
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
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1890s – 1940
1940s
TUDoR REVIVAL 1890
thatched roof

masonry facade

narrow casement
windows

massive chimney

half- mber facade

TUDOR REVIVAL is based on late Medieval English prototypes from
grand manors to thatched roof cottages and was popularized in the
United States during the same period as the Colonial Revival prior to
World War II. The TUDOR REVIVAL style features:
• steeply pitched roofs
• a dominant front gable
•

1910s – 1945
FRENCH ECLECTIC 1910

half- mbering

• masonry walls

eyebrow dormer

large chimney

masonry facade

half-round door

mul -paned
casement windows

Like Tudor Revival, FRENCH ECLECTIC or French country house
architecture became a popular style during the 1920s, 30s and 40s.
French Eclectic became popular in the United States as soldiers
returned from France after World War I, where they had gained
first-hand familiarity with the country houses of Normandy and
Brittany. Published photographic studies were also circulated to A
merican architects who quickly adapted the style for residential homes.
French Eclectic homes typically:

• massive chimneys

• were designed in brick or stone with steeped asymmetrical roofs

• narrow casement windows

• had massive masonry chimneys
• had a dominant tower bay and mul -paned casement windows
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1900s – 1920
1920s
CRAFTSMAN 1900

1900s – 1920
1920s
PRAIRIE 1900

low-sloping hipped roof with deep overhang
double-hung
windows

wood
clapboard
siding

low-sloping
hipped roof
deep eave
overhangs

masonry facade
windows banded
together

wide front
porch
The CRAFTSMAN style derived from the Arts and Crafts Movement
of the late 19th century. The movement valued hand craftsmanship,
natural materials, and simplicity in design and detailing that
rejected Victorian era excesses and mass-production. Craftsman Style
houses feature:
• a mix of wood clapboards, shingles, stucco and some mes
half- mbering
• rough cuts and uneven applica on if stone or brick was used, for
a more rus c look
• low-sloped hipped or gable roofs with deep overhangs
supported by wood brackets and knee-braces
• double hung or casement type windows with mul -paned or
diamond-paned glass
• wide front porches supported by rus c brick or stone piers
The CRAFTSMAN style was applied to common building types such as
the Bungalow and Gable-Fronted houses. The style was popularized
by national design plan books and magazines such as “The Craftsman,”
published by Gustav Stickley between 1901 and 1916. Though high-style,
expensive CRAFTSMAN homes are not uncommon, it was generally
promoted as an aﬀordable, middle-class style for Americans and was,
ironically, mass-produced.
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The PRAIRIE style is largely derived from the Arts and Crafts Movement
of the late 19th and early 20th Century, and was practiced by prominent
architect Frank Lloyd Wright and his contemporaries in Oak Park,
Illinois. The PRAIRIE style was Wright’s own unique vision of the Arts
and Crafts Movement and was suited to the open land and flat
prairies of the Midwest. As such, the style emphasized horizontality with:
• low-slope hipped roofs
• deep eave overhangs
• horizontal bands of trim
• single-pane casements, o en featuring art glass,
and banded together in rows
PRAIRIE houses are generally of lower overall height compared to
Victorian houses, even when two stories tall, and emphasize the use of
straightforward building materials of stucco and wood. Wood siding is
often horizontal board and batten.
After World War I, the style’s popularity declined but continued to
influence mass-produced housing such as bungalows and American
Foursquares. Bungalow or Foursquare PRAIRIE style houses
typically feature:
• wide front porches
• stucco exteriors with hipped roofs and deep eave overhangs
• some horizontal trim
• bands of windows
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
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1900s – 1920
1920s
CHICAGo BUNGALoW 1900

1920s – 1940
1940s
SPANISH REVIVAL 1920
red le roof

low-hipped roof with
roof dormer
double-hung windows
stone details at front porch
masonry facade
The CHICAGO BUNGALOW is a unique style of the bungalow house type
that developed in Chicago and spread throughout the Great Lakes region.
The style features all of the typical characteristics of a bungalow house:
• one or one-and-one-half stories
• front porch
• low gable or hipped roof
• an eﬃcient, compact ﬂoor plan
The CHICAGO BUNGALOW developed to suit the unique conditions found in
the region, including weather and land costs. CHICAGO BUNGALOWS:
• are rectangular in plan with the short end facing the street to
allow construc on on narrow lots
• have a front porch or an enclosed front room
• are almost all made of brick construc on, which was a
requirement in the city
To save costs, the front sometimes featured nicer looking “face brick”
while the sides and rear used cheaper “common brick.” Roofs are low
hipped or gable roofs with modest overhangs. Roof dormers are
customary, which allowed for usable space in the attic. Windows are
typically double hung and often the front sun-porch windows have
Prairie style art glass.
CHICAGO BUNGALOWS were generally mass-produced for working-class
families. As such, they had minimal ornamentation but sometimes had
stone or terra cotta details at the entry or on the front. Some versions
were designed for wealthier homeowners and were highly ornamented
with expensive tile roofs and arched windows. The style developed in
the housing boom after World War I and ended with the housing bust
of the Depression.
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arched door with small covered stoop

arched windows

The SPANISH REVIVAL style was inspired by Spanish colonial
architecture of the southwest and Mexico and its distinguishing
characteristics are:
• asymmetry
• stucco exteriors
• red- le roofs
Front porches are rare but many houses have a terrace or stoop and
a small protective overhang. Side porches protected under arched
arcades are not uncommon. Arched doors or windows and exposed
wood beams and protruding “vigas” that appear to support the roof
are also typical features. Fancier houses will have wrought iron
railings, balconies and light fixtures and ornamentation such as
twisted columns.
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1930s – 1960
1960s
MINIMAL TRADITIoNAL
TRADITI NAL 1930

1930s – 1960
1960s
INTERNATIoNAL 1930
non-essen al decora ons are absent

front dormer
cross-gable
roof with
minimal
overhang

windows
with shu er
small
stoop
ﬂat roof
The MINIMAL TRADITIONAL style developed in the 1930s and was
popular through the 1960s. This style accommodated an owner’s desire
for a more traditional-looking home that was easier to build and cost
less than a more highly-designed and ornamented Colonial Revival
house. For these reasons, the style was quite popular during the
Depression and in the post-World War II housing boom.
The style is a simplification of the Colonial Revival. Minimal Traditional
houses typically:
• are one and one-half stories
• have hipped or gabled roofs with short overhangs
• protect the entry with a small porch, stoop, terrace or
roof overhang
Exterior materials included brick, stone, wood clapboards, aluminum
siding and asbestos siding. Two siding choices were often included to
provide character to the home. Windows are sometimes flanked with
shutters and it is common to find a picture or bay window in the
living room.
16

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

projec ng canopy

large picture windows

The INTERNATIONAL style evolved in the 1930s from Europe as a
rejection of historic associations and revivals. The style often has:
• a concrete, stucco and brick facade exterior
• no applied ornamenta on
• ﬂat roofs with parapets instead of overhangs
• no porches
In lieu of porches, cantilevered balconies with solid walls are often
included, especially in multi-family buildings. Windows often have steel
frames and are larger picture or casement windows. Commercial
buildings in the INTERNATIONAL style built after World War II often
have glass curtain walls with steel or aluminum frames. The style
became very popular in the Chicago region after Mies van der Rohe,
its most famous exponent and practitioner of the style, emigrated to
Chicago from Germany in 1938.
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1940s – 1960
1960s
MID-CENTURY MoDERN 1940
low-sloped gable roof

ver cal wood siding

18

1970s – PRESENT
LATE MoDERN ECLECTIC 1970
low hipped roof

deep can levered overhang

stoop protected by roof overhang

arched windows

masonry facade

MID-CENTURY MODERN is a more ornamented and visually-enriched
version of the International style. Though devoid of traditional
ornament, the style does feature ornamental applications such as
carved relief stone panels or wall panels of diﬀering materials. The
exterior materials include stone, brick, concrete block and sometimes
wood clapboards or aluminum siding. Typically, several materials may
be used in a typical MID-CENTURY MODERN building. Long, narrow
Roman-style brick, sometimes stacked in neat rows, is often the
primary building material.

The LATE MODERN ECLECTIC style developed in the 1970s as an
alternative to Modernist buildings, but with greater detailing and
ornamentation similar to the earlier Minimal Traditional Style. It
can be diﬃcult to describe the characteristics of the style since by
definition it is highly eclectic in nature. Typical exterior materials
include brick, stone, clapboard siding, aluminum and vinyl. In most
cases, two or more materials are combined to provide visual interest
to the building’s elevation.

Sometimes, concrete blocks are used as a low-relief feature or cut-out
geometric shape. Roofs vary from low-sloped gable and hipped roofs
to flat, but they often have deep, cantilevered overhangs. Windows
are often framed in steel as casements or multi-pane picture windows
that sometimes turn the corner. Glass block windows are common for
entries and bathrooms. Porches are rare but a projecting canopy or
roof overhang will often protect the entry.

There is rarely any distinct stylistic ornamentation to such homes,
but shutters and Colonial-styled porch posts are common. The entry
is usually protected by a portico and large, attached garages are
the norm. The overall building massing is usually irregular and
asymmetrical but may also be found in a Ranch or Split-Level form.
The LATE MODERN ECLECTIC style is often referred to as Neo-Eclectic
or Postmodern.
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1980s – P
Present
resent
NEo ReVIVAL 1980
gable roof with dormers

wood siding

VERNACULAR BUILDING FoRMS
Gable-front AND Gabled EII 1850
1850s – 1920
1920s
A gable-front cottage
or house was one of
the more common
vernacular building
forms throughout the
mid to late-1800s and
features a dominant
“open” gable elevation
facing the street.

a ached garage

covered front porch

The NEO REVIVAL style is a latter-day revival of earlier
architectural styles, Tudor Revival, French Eclectic, Queen Anne,
Craftsman and Prairie styles. Neo-Revival homes will have many
of the characteristics and features of the original style but are
interpreted and constructed with modern materials and scale. The
exteriors will range from brick, stone, stucco, synthetic stucco, vinyl
siding or fiber cement siding depending on the original style’s
material pallet. Roof forms will also vary depending on the style
revived. In addition, windows usually do not closely match the
openings and proportions of the original style. Ornamentation and
detailing is often simplified and large attached garages are the norm.
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The gable-ell cottage or house was also a common building type from the
1870s through the 1920s and featured a dominant front gable with one or two
short wing extensions
on the rear elevation.
Usually, an entrance
porch would be on one
side of the house along
the street. Like the
GABLE-FRONT,
the GABLE-ELL may
also have Queen
Anne and other
architectural
stylistic
characteristics.
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Foursquare 1890
1890s – 1920
1920s

Bungalow 1900
1900s – 1930
1930s

The FOURSQUARE was a popular vernacular building form in nearly
every part of the country from the 1890s through to the 1920s. Sometimes
called the “Classical Box” or “Prairie Box,” common characteristics of the
FOURSQUARE include:

As noted previously, the BUNGALOW, along with the Foursquare, was one
of the dominant building forms in Downers Grove. The name “bungalow”
is a British import, derived from the Hindi word “bangle,” meaning a low
house with a porch. In the United States, bungalows have come to
be known as one general residential building type even though they
may be designed in diﬀerent architectural styles. American
BUNGALOWS typically:

• its square or rectangular ﬂoor plan
• its medium pitched pyramid hip roof
• one or more centrally placed dormers
• full front porches, some open, some enclosed

• are one-and-one-half stories in height

• wood, stucco, and brick walls

• have gently pitched gable or hip roof

Almost all FOURSQUARES were two and-a-half stories in height. In
Downers Grove, a majority of the Foursquares were designed with
Prairie, Craftsman, or Colonial Revival features. Prairie FOURSQUARES
are often noted for their wide eaves. Colonial Revival elements may
include Palladian windows, pilasters as corner trim work, and porch
columns topped with capitals.
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• have par al or full front porches
BUNGALOWS designed in the Craftsman style may have wood clapboard
siding and exposed roof rafters; those in the Prairie style may have wide
eaves and stucco cladding. The Chicago BUNGALOW is entirely constructed
in brick.
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RANCH 1930
1930s – 1970
1970s

SPLIT LEVEL 1950
1950s – 1970
1970s

The modern RANCH house has its predecessors in the vernacular

The SPLIT LEVEL combines some of the best features of the Ranch house

traditional one-story Spanish settlement dwellings took root. Today, the

Generally, the main entrance leads to the middle level of the house with

frontier architecture of California and the Southwest where the

RANCH home is often associated with the new suburban subdivisions
that were developed all around the country after World War II. A

majority of the RANCH homes in Downers Grove exhibit Mid-Century

with the traditional two-story house in an eﬃcient, cost-eﬀective way.

the shared living quarters. From the middle level, stairs lead up to the
bedrooms, and down to a family room or basement.

Modern design characteristics, although some may have features of
other architectural styles, corner trim work, and porch columns
topped with capitals.
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The marriage of Architecural Style
and Vernacular Building Form
Mid-Century Modern Architectural Style
and Split Level Vernacular Building Form

Resources
To learn more about the historic resources in Downers Grove,
see the Village’s new Historic Resource Applica on
(maps.downers.us). Enter an address to ﬁnd out if the property
was iden ﬁed in three previous surveys.
• The early 1970s State of Illinois Historic Architectural and
Archaeology Resources Geographic Informa on System
(HAARGIS) survey.
• The 2009 Village Historic Preserva on Plan iden ﬁes
HAARGIS buildings, designated Downers Grove Historical
Society proper es, and Sears Homes.
• The 2013 Village Historic Building Survey surveyed 865
proper es in Denburn Woods, Shady Lane Estates, E.H. Prince
Subdivision and Maple Avenue/Main Street corridor.
The Village has mapped the proper es iden ﬁed in these
documents to help property owners determine if their home is a
poten al Historic Landmark. Not all areas have been surveyed and
many other poten al landmarks exist.
Other local resources include:

When a building form like a Split Level house is combined with
architectural elements of the Mid-Century Modern style, the final
product is what you see above. A home that contains the shape and
functionality of one (e.g., middle floor entrance with 2-3 sets of stairs
leading to staggered levels) and the styling of the other (e.g., vertical
wood siding and deep cantilevered overhang) the popularity of the
Architectural Style and Vernacular Building Forms change over
time and varied combinations result.
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The Downers Grove Historical Society
h p://downersgrovehistory.org/
The Downers Grove Museum
h p://www.dgparks.org/places-to-go/the-museum

ARCHITECTURAL
ARCH
C ITECTURAL STYLES

27

Preserving your property as a historic landmark is
easier than ever and there’s no cost, so call the Village
or visit us on the web and let us help landmark your
historic home today.
630.434.5515 | www.downers.us/govt/historic-preserva on

This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification
and protection of historic properties under Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended. The U.S. Department of the
Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
or disability or age in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you
have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as
described above, or if you desire further information, please write to:

Oﬃce for Equal Opportunity
Na onal Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

or

Equal Employment Opportunity Oﬃcer
Illinois Historic Preserva on Agency
One Old State Capitol Plaza
Springﬁeld, IL 62701

The activity, which is the subject of the brochure, has been financed
in part with federal funds from the Department of the lnterior
administered by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. However,
the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies
of the Department of the Interior or the Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products
constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the
Interior or the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.

Overview of Sears Homes
In 1895, the idea of a self-assembled, mail order home was realized by companies such as The Hodgson
Company, Aladdin Home, Montgomery Ward, and of course the largest and most successful of these
enterprises – Sears, Roebuck and Company. Before Sears even began selling kit homes, Richard W.
Sears (founder of Sears, Roebuck and Company) already had a distinct advantage over these
competitors. Sears could boast that one out of every four Americans was already a customer at Sears.
Between 1908 and 1940, the Sears Roebuck specialty catalog offered more than 450 different models of
‘kit’ homes and many variations of them with prices ranging from $146.25 for the Golden Rod Cottage
up to $5,140 for the Magnolia – the grandest of all the kit homes.
The average kit home had 30,000 parts, not including nails, screws, etc. It included everything except
the lot, foundation, and energy to assemble it. Each precut piece was perfectly shaped, no sawing was
required, and all parts were number-keyed to a blueprint. These ready-to-assemble homes reflected
the American taste of the period complete with modern conveniences such as indoor plumbing and
electricity. They were shipped mostly by rail car to buyers across the country. Sears homes were not
always located near rail lines, as it is in Downers Grove, but very few deliveries were done by truck.
When the Sears Modern Homes department closed in 1940, the sales records and promotional materials
were destroyed, leaving it up to individual communities and homeowners to identify Sears Homes.
Alongside Elgin and Carlinville, Downers Grove boasts one of the largest collections of Sears Homes
within Illinois with nearly 150 homes.
Downers Grove Sears Homes
Establishing a home’s identity can be tricky. It is unusual to find a house in its original condition. Many
have been remodeled or the original floor plans may have been customized or reversed. Also, some
Sears models are similar to those offered by other mail-order companies. On the walking tour, you will
notice many homes which have characteristic features similar to the Sears models. To the best of the
Village’s knowledge, the homes listed in the brochure have been determined to be Sears Catalog
Homes.
Unique architectural features to notice during the walking tour are shown in the brochure. Many Sears
Homes include details such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

unique shaped steps on the side of the chimney exterior,
a half moon door with a 180 degree arch,
a cat slide roof,
a crescent or eye brow under the eaves,
double hung windows with a single panel bottom and multiple panel top,
concave arches over vestibules, and
narrow panel windows.

Don’t forget to view each home’s floor plan during the description to gain a full perspective to the style
of the home.
For more information about Sears Homes visit: http://www.searsarchives.com/homes/1908-1914.htm

For more information about historic preservation in Downers Grove visit:
http://www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation

Tour
1. Whitehall – 4706 Highland Avenue – Offered 1912-1926 – Cost $687 - $1,863
Designed with economy in mind, the home features six rooms and one bath. The dining and
living rooms are connected by a large cased opening which appears to make one large room.
The front façade features a two-story bay window projection and a full-with front porch with
wood columns. Recent renovations altered the front steps and front door.

2. Barrington – 911 Lincoln Street – Offered 1926 – 1929 – Cost $2,329 - $2,606
The Barrington model features six rooms and one bath and was built as a rental unit during the
depression. The living room features a fireplace flanked by high casement windows while a
breakfast nook is provided in the rear. The home has an Old English style with the practical
interior of American architectures. The Barrington model is similar to the Brookwood model
and is identical to the Cambridge model, with the only difference being the exterior siding.

3. Brookwood – 4540 Forest Avenue – Offered 1932 – 1933 - Cost $1,328
The two-story Brookwood model features six rooms and one bath. The Brookwood model is
similar to the Barrington model but does not feature a fireplace nor a breakfast nook. A 1950’s
addition has been added to the west side of the original home. During construction of the
addition, uncovered plaster bedroom walls had notes written on them about President-elect
Roosevelt visiting President Hoover at the White House in December 1932.

4. Cornell – 4605 Forest Avenue – Offered 1925 – 1938 – Cost $1,360 - $1,785
The Cornell model includes six or seven rooms and one bath. Originally, the home featured a
full-width front porch supported by brick piers. A renovation to the home eliminated half of the
original porch. The rectangular layout of the house permitted this model to be placed on
narrow lots.

5. Avondale – 4808 Forest Avenue – Offered 1911 – 1912 – Cost - $1,198 - $2,657
This modern bungalow style home includes six rooms and one bath. The home’s exterior
features include a projecting bay, a front porch with tapered colonial columns, and a hipped
roof. Interior features include a built-in buffet and mirror in the dining room, a living room
fireplace flanked by window seats, and a beamed ceiling in both the living and dining rooms. A
rear addition to the home blends in with the historic home.

6. Cornell – 4819 Prince Street - Offered 1925 – 1938 – Cost $1,360 - $1,785
The Cornell model includes six or seven rooms and one bath. The home features a front
dormer, hipped roof, and a front porch, which has been enclosed. The home featured
numerous divided windows which made the Cornell a popular model. The layout of the house
was specifically designed for narrow lots.

7. Brookwood – 4905 Parkway Drive – Offered 1932 – 1933 – Cost $1,328
The Brookwood model features six rooms and one bath. Unlike the 4540 Forest Avenue
Brookwood model, this home does not feature an addition. The steeply pitched vestibule roof
with an arched window opening is the primary feature of this property. The home was built by
Otto Hummer, founder of the Downers Grove Park District system, and is adjacent to the
historic Prince Pond.

8. Arlington – 4817 Linscott Avenue - Offered 1913 – 1922 – Cost $1,294 - $2,906
This colonial style home with a bungalow effect includes seven rooms and one bath. Originally
constructed with a wrap-around front porch with tapered, paired columns, the porch has since
been enclosed. The interior features include beamed ceilings in the dining room with a fireplace
in the living which appears as a cobblestone chimney on the south façade.

9. Alhambra – 4743 Saratoga Avenue – Offered 1918 – 1929 – Cost $1,969 - $3,134
The Alhambra home includes eight rooms and one bath. The Mission style architecture features
a stucco exterior with curvilinear gables, a front dormer, overhanging eaves, and an open porch
and terrace (which has since been converted to living space). The living room features a
fireplace while the dining room has built-in sideboards. The Alhambra model is similar to the
Monterey model, but with a different roof and porch design.
This Sears home was built in 1924 at the prominent corner of Saratoga Avenue and Prairie
Avenue in the E.H. Prince Subdivision. This home is one of the largest kit homes in the Village.

10. Lexington – 1240 Chicago Avenue – Offered 1921 – 1933 – Cost $2,958 - $4,365
This model includes seven to nine rooms and one-and-a-half baths. The modern colonial style
architecture includes a small front porch with stately pilasters and a sun parlor on the west
façade with a balcony above. The interior includes a fireplace in the family room and French
doors throughout the ground floor.

11. Colchester – 4641 Seeley Avenue – Offered 1929 – 1939 – Cost $1,527 - $2,037
The Colchester model includes five or seven rooms and one bath with an optional second floor.
The front façade features a round-arched front door, a crescent window in the front gable, and
a brick chimney. Interior features includes a fireplace in the living room and a telephone room
in the main hall.

12. Lynnhaven – 4716 Lee Avenue – Offered 1932 – 1933 – Cost $2,600
This English influenced home includes six rooms and one-and-a-half baths. The steep front
gable façade features a stone surround of a recessed entrance porch. The front façade also
features a shed dormer. The interior includes a breakfast alcove off of the kitchen.

13. Aurora – 4725 Stonewall Avenue - Offered 1933 – Cost $989 - $1,110
This English cottage style home includes six rooms, one bath, and a built-in basement garage,
which was rare in 1933. The front entrance extends out from the main house with a gable. The
front façade features a prominent stone chimney. The home was built in 1933 by volunteer
firemen for their chief.

14. Rochelle – 4832 Wallbank Avenue - Offered 1929 – 1933 – Cost $1,170
The Americanized English style home included four rooms and one bath. The double gable front
façade is a unique feature along with the arched front door. The home was recently renovated
with a large addition on the north façade to provide an attached garage and additional living
space.

15. Mount Vernon – 1416 Warren Avenue - Offered 1921 – 1925 – Cost $851 - $1,221
The Mount Vernon model includes four rooms and one bath with a gabled front porch and
hipped roof. The interior features a fireplace in the living room and breakfast alcove off of the
kitchen. The Mount Vernon model is one of a few Sears model homes that was not a pure kit.
The four outside walls were small enough to be constructed in a mill and shipped with the rest
of the kit. This was called a Simplex Sectional Home.
The Simplex Sectional Home, as the name suggests, contained simple designs. The Mount
Vernon model could be assembled with basic tools and required no sawing or nailing. Simplex
homes such as these were frequently only a couple of rooms and were ideal for summer
cottages.

16. Bellewood – 4927 Montgomery Avenue - Offered 1931 – 1933 – Cost $1,259
This small English cottage style home included five rooms and one bath. The exterior features a
steep front gable with a cat slide curve over the arched front door.

17. Starlight – 1244 Gilbert Avenue - Offered 1913 – 1933 – Cost $543 - $1,645
This bungalow style home featured five rooms and one bath. The home features a front hipped
dormer and hipped roof. The original full-width open front porch has been enclosed. The home
featured a pantry off of the kitchen.

18. Lexington – 1340 Gilbert Avenue - Offered 1921 – 1933 – Cost $2,958 - $4,365
This home included seven to nine rooms and one-and-a-half baths. The modern colonial style
includes a front porch with stately pilasters, a sun parlor on the east façade and a dining porch
on the west façade. Both house extensions include balconies above. The home features French
doors throughout the ground level. This home is the largest Sears home in Downers Grove.

19. Ivanhoe – 744 Maple Avenue - Offered 1912 – 1918 – Cost $1,663 - $2,618
The Ivanhoe included seven rooms and one bath. The home features two front hipped-roof
dormers and a front porch which extends nearly the entire width of the home. This particular
Sears home is a combination of the Ivanhoe and Model 200 called Model 264P230. The home
originally had a walk-in ice box with outside access.
This Sears home in Downers Grove is a rare, fully documented Sears home with plans,
construction documents, and Sears correspondence still in existence.

20. Elsmore – 5210 Grand Avenue - Offered 1916 – 1926 – Cost $858 - $2,391
This bungalow style home included five rooms and one bath. A projecting front porch features
triple columns and bargeboard trim at the gable. The home feature a reception room, now
commonly called a foyer.

21. Marina – 930 Summit Street - Offered 1918 - 1921 – Cost $1,289 - $1,632
This bungalow style home included five rooms and one bath. The home features a front gable
and a nearly full-width front porch with concreate columns and tapered wood piers. The
interior includes a beamed ceiling in the dining room.

22. Wilmore – 5730 Main Street - Offered 1933 – 1939 – Cost $1,191 – 1,414
This bungalow style home included five rooms and one bath with an arched opening between
the living and dining rooms. The two front gables are prominent features as well as the halfmoon front door. The home is identical to the Jewel model and similar to the Roxbury model.

23. Van Dorn – 5636 Dunham Road - Offered 1926, 1928, and 1933 – Cost $1,576 - $2,249
This attractive Dutch Colonial style home includes six rooms and one bath with a semi-open stair
and a full-width shed dormer on the front façade. This home was added onto and resembles
the Van Jean model. A concave arch over the front door includes a crescent feature and paired
columns.

24. Elmhurst – 5535 Dunham Road - Offered 1931 – 1933 – Cost unavailable
This English Tudor style home features six rooms and one-and-a-half baths with a steeply
pitched roof with a cat slide over the front entrance. The exterior is clad with brick and halftimbered wood and stucco. The home features a decorative telephone niche in the front hall
and semi-open stairs to the second floor.

Unique facts
To be interspersed within the document. (split into categories: Downers Grove Fact, Sears Fact, History
Fact. Create icon to identify each of these facts and draw people to the unique fact)
Sears Fact - Sears homes were so attractive and a good value that perspective homeowners were
immediately drawn to the possibility of having a fine new home at a modest price during the time kit
homes were being offered.
Sears & DG Fact - A house kit was shipped in a railroad car, and because of the switching roundhouse
and railroad sidings in Downers Grove there was track room for the car to remain for seven to ten days
as it was being unloaded. The new owner could then follow the meticulous instructions to build the
house themselves, or they could have a contractor complete the house. Downers Grove is among the
towns that has the largest collections of Sears homes largely because of the railroad sidings.
DG Fact - In the 1920s over 5,000 people moved to Downers Grove and the real estate market was
booming. The 1920 population was 3,543 and in 1930 it was 8,977. During that time, Chicago residents
who were tired of paying rent were moving to the suburbs, including Downers Grove.
History Fact - A bill for dairy products in 1934 was only $3.44 for 18 quarts of milk and 14 jars of cream.
Sears Fact - In 1936, sales of Sears Catalog homes reached $2 million dollars.
History Fact - In 1910, only 10% of homes had electricity. By 1930, that number jumped to 70%,
providing a more convenient home for buyers.
Sears Fact - Many homeowners get confused on whether or not their home could be part of the Sears
Catalog. An easy way to identify if a home is a Sears Catalog Home is to look at the lumber. Most Sears’
lumber was stamped with a letter and a number. Between 1908 and 1910, Sears sometimes used local
mills who supplied lumber when demand was high so not all lumber will have those details.
Sears Fact - Towards the end of Sears offering its kit homes, their popularity was shown by the many
children who learned to read by only using the Sears Roebuck catalog and the family Bible. In many
rural homes, those were the only two books in a household.
Sears Fact - Sears offered bathroom less homes from 1908 through the 1930s.
Downers Grove Fact - The 1930 Downers Grove population was 8,977 while in 1940 it was 9,526, an
increase of 549 people which was due to the Great Depression. During this time, families were
combining households in order to survive, so homes with large rooms, such as the Brookwood model
were ideal. However, this lead to very little real estate being sold and because of families doubling up, it
also led to a great many houses that were rented.
Sears Fact - In the early 1930s, bungalows such as the Arlington model, became the house of the future.
In a new bungalow home, living rooms and dining rooms were essentially one room, separated by only
colonnades or an arch. Kitchens were also made smaller and more efficient with an increased emphasis
on organization.
Sears Fact - In 1929, Sears’ popularity was booming as they were shipping an average of 250 units per
month just from Cairo, IL.

Downers Grove Fact - Due to the state of the economy between 1929 and 1931, many village residents
were without jobs and money was scarce. The entire community worked together to try and find jobs
for the jobless and provide food and coal to those in need.
Sears Fact – A skilled but mostly anonymous group of architects designed the 447 different kit homes for
Sears. Each of the designs could be modified in numerous ways, including reversing the floor plan,
building with brick instead of siding, and many other options.
Sears Fact – Central heating, indoor plumbing, and electricity were all new developments in home
design that ‘Modern Homes’ incorporated, although not all homes were designed with these
conveniences.
Sears Fact – Sears estimated that the average man could erect a ‘Modern Home’ in about 90 days in
good weather.
Sears Fact – Sears was still selling mail order homes in the early 1930s but their best sellers were the itty
bitty homes such as the Bellewood model which cost around $1,000.
Downers Grove Fact – In October, 1929, there were three banks in the Village. Due to the Depression,
by 1931, there were no banks in the Village. The years from 1929 through 1947 were filled with worry
and despair for the future economy.
Downers Grove Fact – In addition to the attraction of Downers Grove from homeowners in the early
twentieth century, a number of new businesses were coming to Downers Grove and these businesses
became pillars of the community.

Two State Disclaimers:
This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended. The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin, or disability or age in its federally assisted programs. If you
believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if
you desire further information, please write to:
Office for Equal Opportunity
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

or

Equal Employment Opportunity Officer
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
One Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701

The activity, which is the subject of the brochure, has been financed in part with federal funds from the
Department of the lnterior administered by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. However, the

contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior
or the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial
products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the Interior or the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency.

