VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE

January 18, 2017
7:00 P.M.

AGENDA

Roll Call
. Approval of Minutes from the October 19, 2016 meeting
Public Hearing

a. 16-ADR-0010: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the
property commonly known as 4437 Seeley Avenue, Downers Grove, IL
(PIN 09-06-405-018). The property is located on the east side of Seeley
Avenue, approximately 190 feet north of Grant Street. Arthur and Judith
Frigo, Petitioners and Owners.

Old Business
Public Comment

. Adjournment

THIS TENTATIVE REGULAR AGENDA MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE




DRAFT

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
VILLAGE HALL - COMMITTEE ROOM
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE

OCTOBER 19, 2016, 7:00 P.M.

Chairman Pro tem Larson called the October 19, 2016 meeting of the Architectural Design
Review Board to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call:

PRESENT: Chairman Pro tem Larson, Mrs. Acks, Ms. Chalberg, Mr. Lerner, Mr. Riemer
ABSENT:  Chairman Davenport

STAFF: Rebecca Leitschuh, Senior Planner; Swati Pandey, Planner; Scott Williams,
Planner

VISITORS: David and Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove; Byron & Charlotte
Holton, 5226 Carpenter St., Downers Grove; Mary Ann Atkins, 6204 Janes Ave.,
Downers Grove; Shannon Tully, 5413 Main St. , Downers Grove; Rich Kulovany,
6825 Camden, Downers Grove; Cindy Zaeske, 1130 Franklin, Downers Grove;
Jim & Maren Huber, 710 Maple Ave., Downers Grove

New members Liz Chalberg and Ken Lerner were introduced.
APPROVAL OF JULY 20, 2016 MINUTES

MOTION BY MR. REIMER, SECONDED BY MS. ACKS TO APPROVE THE JULY 20,
2016 MINUTES. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0.

AYE: MR. REIMER, MS. ACKS, MS. CHALBERG, MR. LARSON, MR. LERNER
NAY: NONE

MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 5-0

Chairman Pro tem Larson reviewed the protocol for the meeting and read the public statement.
Planner Rebecca Leitschuh swore in those individuals who would speak on the following two
public hearings.

PUBLIC HEARING

A. 16-ADR-008: A petition_seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for_the
property commonly known as 4540 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove, 1L (PIN 09-05-315-
018). The property is located at the northwest corner of Highland Avenue and Lincoln
Street. _John and Patricia Orwin, Petitioners and Owners. Planner Swati Pandey
summarized that the petitioners were seeking landmark designation for their 102 year-old
American Foursquare home located at the northwest corner of Highland Avenue and Lincoln
Street. The plat of survey was referenced, noting the original footprint of the home along with




the rear addition, added sometime in the 1980s. Ms. Pandey stated the rear addition did not have
any bearing on the historic integrity of the application.

Reviewing the 1927 Sanborn Map, Ms. Pandey identified the original home, along with the front
porch. The original carriage house that existed was later razed in 2006 but the current garage sat
in its exact location.

Elevations and architectural details of the two-story Foursquare home were reviewed in further
detail, with notation of the full width front porch. The hipped roof was also noted as a typical
Foursquare trait. Photos of the home from 1981 and from 2016 were shown with Ms. Pandey
pointing out that the design and form of the front facade had not changed over the 30-year
period. An original oval door still existed on the front facade.

Other notable features of the home included the triple window bay located on the southeast
elevation; the beveled siding, and the owners keeping the form and design of the home the same
with the triple and double columns of the porch. Ms. Pandey stated the owners have taken great
care to match the siding and the design for the current three-car garage.

Ms. Pandey reported that the standards under Section 12.302.A and .B were met and she
recommended landmark status for the home.

No questions from the members followed. Chairman Pro tem Larson commented that the home
was beautiful with the colors used and it met today’s needs.

Asked how the Foursquare design was named, Mr. Dave Gassen, 5230 Benton Avenue explained
that the house style did not have a name until the 1980s and the term “Foursquare” was coined
by two authors and was referenced to any type of square object. Ms. Amy Gassen, 5230 Benton
Avenue, added that typically there were four rooms on the first floor and four rooms located on
the second floor. In later Foursquare homes, the foyer was eliminated.

Petitioners John and Patricia Orwin came forward. Mr. Orwin thanked everyone who helped
him and his wife through the landmark designation process. He discussed how he researched the
history of the home years ago, but stated that Mr. John Venard, a postman in the village for many
years, owned the home for 60 years, along with his family. He discussed the pros and cons of
purchasing the home which had little to no changes made to it by the original owner. He
restored the home, added the addition, and stated about a year ago someone from the village
handed him some information and said his home may be eligible for landmark status.

Mr. Orwin appreciated everyone’s help and hoped the landmarking program would be a way to
preserve some of the older homes for years to come.

Positive comments followed from the board members. The chairman pro tem invited the public
to speak.

Mr. Dave Gassen, 5320 Benton Avenue, supported the application and thanked the petitioners
for landmarking their structure.

Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Avenue, thanked the owners for restoring their home but
mentioned the owners were going through the process for the historical home program offered
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through the Historical Society and Downers Grove Museum. She was pleased to see another
Foursquare being added to the list of landmarks in the village. She and her husband had a
chance to tour the home and were amazed at how much of the original home was intact. It was
also noted that the Orwin home was one of the 65 identified homes as being significant in the
2013 Survey, but since that time, three of those significant homes had been demolished and two
will be preserved in less than a year.

Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden, thanked the owners and Board for landmarking the property
and stressed the importance of identifying/saving such historic homes. He appreciated efforts
from the Gassens, the Downers Grove Historical Society, the Downers Grove Museum, and
village staff to save historical structures.

Hearing no further comments, the chairman pro tem entertained a motion.

MR. REIMER MADE A MOTION THAT THE ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE
RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL TO RECOMMEND
HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 4540 HIGHLAND AVENUE.

MS. CHALBERG SECONDED THE MOTION. ROLL CALL:

AYE: MR. REIMER, MS. CHALBERG, MS. ACKS, MR. LARSON, MR. LERNER
NAY: NONE

MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 5-0

B. 16-ADR-0009: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the
property commonly known as 710 Maple Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-08-401-008).
The property is located on the north side of Maple Avenue, approximately 80 feet west of
the intersection of Maple Avenue and Benton Avenue. James and Maren Huber,
Petitioners and Owners.

Village Planner Scott Williams summarized that the owners were applying under the
criteria of “owned or occupied by a person of historic significance in the community,”
referencing the packet that was submitted with researched material. Mr. Williams located the
site of the structure (constructed circa 1856) on the overhead (intersection of Maple and Benton),
reviewed the Sandborn Map, noting the front and rear porches of the structure, and a photo of the
structure currently. Architectural details and additions to the home were pointed out.

Mr. Williams reviewed a historic painting of the home approximately 20 years after it
was constructed, pointing out some of the changes that had occurred at that time. He stated the
original owner of the home was J. J. Cole. Of significance was the fact that Mr. Cole was a
member and leader of the Plow Boys, a political/local organization, which formed Company K
of the 13" Illinois regiment.

Historical facts of Mr. Cole’s military involvement followed, including the Chickasaw
Bayou Assault, as part of the Vicksburg campaign. Details followed. Mr. Cole also served as
supervisor for unincorporated Dowers Grove and he was County Clerk whom attested to the
incorporation of Downers Grove.
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Staff recommended approval for landmark designation based on the fact that the home
was over 50 years old and because of the material submitted by the applicant, specifically
excerpts from the 1874 Atlas and History of DuPage County, the book, “Downers Grove, 1832
to 1982,”, the Military History of the 13" Illinois, and other assorted documentation.

Owner, Ms. Maren Huber stated that she and her husband moved into the structure in
1972 and raised their family. She reviewed a Power Point of the home’s history, its interior
structure, and Mr. Cole’s personal history as a civilian, followed by his involvement in the
military, and then in the political arena. Ms. Huber reviewed the exterior details of the home as
it changed through the years. She closed by thanking all those involved in the research of her
home.

A short dialog followed on the length time of time it took to research the home and the
various census records that were researched.

Mr. Lerner inquired as to how the presentation and the summary of information in
tonight’s minutes would be preserved and added to the historical records of the home, to which
Planner Leitschuh explained the process for him. Mr. Lerner inquired whether there was
consideration to refresh the survey as homes were landmarked, wherein Planner Leitschuh
explained that yearly grants become available to Certified Local Governments, which the village
was, and staff planned to apply for those funds to expand the survey. Details followed.

Mr. Dave Gassen, 5320 Benton Avenue strongly supported the landmarking designation.

Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Avenue thanked the Hubers for bringing the application
forward. She thanked Cindy Zaeske (phonetic spelling) for much of the research on the home.
Personally, she enjoyed researching the home and remarked it was the first home where the
petitioner was requesting landmark status because she was so passionate about the significance
of the person that previously lived in the home and wanted to ensure the home did not get
demolished. This was one of the reasons why she believed it was very valuable for people to
research the history of their homes.

Ms. Cindy Zaeske, 1130 Franklin Street, referred to the home as a “diamond in the
rough” and stated that if the owners had not researched the home, the village would have lost a
gem. She reiterated the importance of the history the home held inside versus the outside, and
the fact it was an important part of Downers Grove that no one would have known about before
tonight.

Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden congratulated the Hubers as chairman of the Friends
of the Edwards House and acknowledged the work and research that went into the home. He
understood that the owners were not saving the home for themselves, but preserving it for future
generations, which took much determination and courage.

Hearing no further comments, the chairman pro tem entertained a motion.
MS. ACKS MADE A MOTION THAT THE ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE

RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL TO RECOMMEND
HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 710 MAPLE AVENUE.
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MR. LERNER SECONDED THE MOTION. ROLL CALL:

AYE: MS. ACKS, MR. LERNER, MS. CHALBERG, MR. LARSON, MR. RIEMER
NAY: NONE

MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 5-0

The public hearing portion was closed by the chairman.
OLD BUSINESS — None.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dave and Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Avenue, provided an update on the Four Square initiative,
which included the creation of a flyer in July that was delivered to approximately 130 American
Four Squares that were identified on the village’s survey. (Flyers were also distributed to the
members.) Ms. Gassen reviewed what information existed in the flyer and said about 40
homeowners expressed interest in being part of the initiative.

Ms. Gassen also reported that in September, the Downers Grove Friends of the Gifted
organization asked her to do a presentation on the history and significance of the American Four
Square which was held at the Ballydoyle and was well attended. Details also followed on an
upcoming tour of some Four Squares located on Forest Avenue. Per Ms. Gassen, the map of
Four Squares was also updated. Her group is interested in educating the public about Four
Squares and not necessarily pushing for the thematic historical districts.

Someone suggested linking the Four Square map with the village’s website, which Planner
Leitschuh offered to look into.

Mr. Rich Kulovany returned and announced that the Friends of the Edwards House and in
cooperation with the Downers Grove Historical Society and Downers Grove Museum, will be
hosting a landmarking weekend November 12 - 13, 2016, 1:00 p.m. at the Lincoln Center,
explaining how to landmark a home. Invitations will be sent to 700 homes. (Members also
received invitations) Mr. Kulovany agreed that the largest hurdle to overcome is the residents’
lack of information and lack of knowledge about what information is available.

Ms. Cindy Zaeske, 1130 Franklin, stated on the following date, November 13, 2016, the public
will be able, for the first time, to take a tour of the five landmarked homes (free event) from
11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Members could register at AmyMac518@yahoo.com. Also, this
Saturday she said the public could see the honorary “Foote Avenue” signs installed above Forest
Street between Franklin and Curtiss.

Staff was asked to provide an update on the projects that were grant funded this year, wherein
Planner Leitschuh described how the first of four brochures was underway. Details followed.
Following the first brochure, three more brochures would follow: a Sears walking home tour, a
Downtown walking tour, and a user guide brochure. Mr. Lerner proceeded to describe that he
attended the Chicago Suburban Preservation Alliance meeting where it was mentioned that
realtors were attending and asking about architectural styles of homes, and staff’s brochures were
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a nice resource to have. Planner Leitschuh agreed and proceeded to explain that eventually she
would like to have a mobile application developed that is interactive on a walking tour.

ADJOURNMENT

MR. RIEMER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MS. ACKS SECONDED THE
MOTION. THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:30 P.M.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0.

Is/ Celeste K. Weilandt
(As transcribed by MP-3 audio)
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thentic, He will then come
home sod tell s friends of

- all the wondeclul things he

W,
Our house: might differ

{rom some of them In ags’

only, The hisroric value and

qualisies are hers, and they |

are thrilling, §f the soac-

T

arr{ved In this zrea to hunt
for a plece of land with tm-
Ber on it, He took to horse

-gne dey and headed westward

‘om the Indlan trail that is
now Opden Avenue (Highway
34) and when the sunbeganto
ga down, looked for a good
caropldg spot for the night,
About in llne with what Is now
the Herrick Junlor High
Schopl, Mr. Downer saw a

| -fine high rise of lund with 2
J| stream hevond ir. He chese
4 tds hill in the pralrie lond

for- o restiog spor  that
night and now, 134 years
later, he restathere, +ithhis
wite and desbmd:n:l, for-

- ".,...‘-.g,.,... -‘;.-amm,- o

BT
e ki n_:»-.t_d-l—‘-ul




ESy !

| was a brave, farsighted and

"ARMHOUSE looked liké this when Mr. and Mrs. John
sed it in 1947,

| the rigors and hardship of

% and that Burger King graces

this, Thix fn why, prob-
ahly, ft {s not mentionsd in
old histerical records, bur
since our remodelling of the
house, It naw La, Two months
after we maved In, the for-
nace, with only ene duet,
the one in the front hall,

may remember them, fthey  one.

thelr wigh to do th cll, M:

years from now, gomeons  while, will be lucky to find

do something fine and noble But I am interested in
Uke the slmple Downursdid, preserving this bouse for the
They: didn't set the world  town, And that I3 why we of-
on fire, but they did follow  frred it to ¢

blew a hole in {ts side and :
3 and ndmices and

brave and now they sreve- from the womasn's clubs and

nearly set fire to the house,
Lucktly, I was nble to douse
fr, but we had to find an-
other place to rent till we
could build a new house, or
remodel at once. We had to
remodel and, after finding
a picture of the house as t
was’ (around the turn of che
century), we worked to make
the house look as much like
the picture as possible,
Now seme could argue that
because we have amazingly
updated this lovely old home,
that it has lost fts historic
value, We do not agree, If
we had left it as we foumd it

. Quick

I I TR AR, Wh
catne the following year with

the rest of their children, Seventy-flve years from <omers

the other side, But if ene
looks up betwaen thess two
bulldings, one can see the

H remains of the trees which

noblz woman. Shé endured

4 once Weld=d sap for maple f& M and then sllowed it to be- ell members before whom ¥mow, and I beg to be for-
travzl, §n “those days and Sugar for the famfly and be- &1 8 come nearly 20 years dlder | the opportumity to preserve given when 1 say ft i3 con-
when she reached here, she tween which esme wag 1 withoue caring for It and re~ this place forthevillage may  2iderable, tothetown we love
found Indians wha, just a few and visitors of &t snds, | 4 pairing ir, our neighbors find thelr names recorded o much and where our chil-
years back, might have cut We have beéon told thae Ab= . | could, jusdftably, have here, dren have grown - up, It

] off thelr heads and scalpsd ralism Lineoln came came © M called for fire department [i, And now’we come to the grlevex metothinkof leaving
them, lving, a9 her netgh- peigning slong the avenuson . 4] actlon on it. The house is a land surroundleg the house, Ir, but we are grateful for
bors |nthat still-foresty part hls-way 1o (or from) Naper- B 4 happy one, with lots of light, We know we could have of~- what we have had here, for

{ of Gesley Avenue which ville and that the familywene £ I sunsbive and s cheerful, fered the house to the school  the  wwomderful
venches down to Chicago down, to meet him and sheok A with lats of voom, When one board because very soon Which has been eurs In this
Avente {rom Grant Street. {8 Bands with him oy that gpot, [ § looks at Its walls, its win- Plerce Downer Scheol may. Dlace,

She adminlstered to them, The front of our hause is dows, Its stairs, its log need to add rooms and thls.  We want the village to go

| and the ploneers who joined [i really the back and the back beams in the basement and ground, bought at the very on with it From us. I wish
her and Plerce a few years [S48 ( really the front, Once a I/4 jts stone walls down there, nominal sum we gre asking, Wwe could domate ft, but we
Iatesr, with herbs aud potions | Jong summer Kirchen jolned f§ . M one can essfly imagine could =ave the townspoople can’t, I hope my name will
which were good for those 2 the house about where our § Pierce and Lucy Ann Down- muel money, Unlésa Merce ot be '“Cassandra” inabout
with allments, A charming 838 o o0 o (0 now and went [ " et and thelr family looking f Downer can spread sutward, 10 years when, | belleve,
story tells of her going to '3,“: over into the Swansons’ front [ out of these same windows [ they will have to hunt for that whoever I holding dde

her stove and getting hot yard. Mr, Joseph Beegle |- ‘d and doocs ‘and enjoying

coals 10 give to the Indlans Went to plant a young tree i Downers Grove some 126 new nchool wnd we knowthey —worth the price we are ask-
whose fires 'had gone out, a few years back and found 44 years back, - will have to paya Hig price  Ing for this valuable house,
Mz, Downer's Mbrary was g o family well, Thanks to - Children, I helléfa, have for t, We've heen In town And  the
| a good-sized one and he was B8y ypeoroc ong efforts, a [ A gorten 8 peediel sence of for nearly 26 years andwe've  Fownsrs Grove will, Intime,
often called upon to make E% 1. well now stands for an 4l their own personal impor- seen it happen before. The Wish it had honored, will
i declsxfms for his fellow eitl- to see, and how the children | M tance in the stream of hu- liouse could serve as aresi- Dave besn n gift, sfter all,
zens hecause of his know- enioy lsoking into ir. V. 4 roanity which flows on end- dence for schoo) teachers U015 owners,

ledge.

It's not very romantic to
know that the Elks' restau-
rant graces one side of the
mafle-lined lane which came’
up to the front of this house

essly and have come away,

T ——

may be emulated, Herecould {1y fully) with donated pleces
be remembered Lotte Hol= az authemtle as pansibie,
man O'Nelll, the first wom-  *"Lapdmark*
an senator in Ilnols, whe smurce of reveuss to thevil-
even now lives In Downers lage atthe house gnd from the
Grove. So could ‘“‘Shorty” land =zold reasousbly for
Powers, the volce of the other purposes as well asq
astronguts, andhisdearpar-  source of pride and pleasure
ems who ralsed him and his  To many peoplainthe village,
brother here, Socouldothers  Children from all the clasg-
who have helpedmake Down- T0oms and thelr taachers
ers Grove the lovely placelt  ©fuld come here and learn
is. of the town, S could new-

now, if the world is still Passers-through,
fiving, who knows, perhaps 1 would be happy to make
even the names of the coun- available what matertal 1

large pleces of ground for a 10 this land will find it alone

Milllcent Bogadi Quick
————— 5




,Cam o/ maré

1 have been reading about the
restoration of the College Hill
ared In Providence, R,I. where,
In 1636, Roger Willlams estab-
lshed his settlement. It had de-
terforated and literally had be=
come a slum, I thought to myself
that {t always seems to take a
couple of hundred years bhefore
someone bestirs himself to do
something about the preservation
of our beginnings so that sub-
sequent generations may know they
did not just spring from a cabbage
head,

.

4

So it was with considerable ¢
interest that I noted in the Cotnell
minutes published last week that ;

.Millicent and Jack Quick of Seeley '

avenue have offered thelr home,

(the orlginal Plerce Downer home- |

stead) for sale to the village be-

fore putting it on the open market, :

1 certainly hope this 1s one §

time the Councll has a unanimous
meeting of minds and quickly de- }
cldes to purchase this home so
it may become the true landmark

and slgnature of the town. That ’i

poes for the townspeople, tool We
should all be vocal about this and

ition is important to us and to our
familles, After all, a town is not
a nebulous bit of fluff in the at-
mosphere - WE are the town -and
we should grasp this opportunity
to preserve a heritage of this
spot we call “home,”’

When Downers celebrated its
Centennial, people came from
miles around to ooh and aah over
the antiques and interesting mem-
orabilia displayed in every store

. window, Ubrary, bank, and avail-
<.able ecranny that would hold an
; exhibit of some sort,

i ; 2k

let the Counell know this acquls- !

\.

© Many of the ehildren and grands
enildren of the original seitlers
of the Grove still Hve here and
would be proud to haye these L
herited artifacls arranged In the
type of home for whieh they had
oviglnally been madi. The DAR
nave already stepped forward with
an offer of help and 1 am sure
other women's ovganizations will
appolnt committees O help plan
the furnishing and heautification
of **Landmark.’”

undoubtedly the Couneil's flrst
thought will be rpioney.! Well,
when one considers the Ihousands
of dollars spent withoul & murmuy
on ‘fruitless traffle surveys,
§20,000 spent on @ livable house
and good land which will be en=
joyed by generalions tocome
seams a very small price indeed.

places ke Williamsburg,
Greenfleld Village, Land of fin=
eoln, and closer fo home, Graue
Wi, ave always erowdad and If
you've vigited thera haven't you

. gooner or later heard someonesay,

wwhy, there's a pan (spoon, fron
or dish) just lke my grandmother
had? §aa tone hard to deseribe -
a mixture of surprise, awe and
pride of ldu_muﬁcauen.

I our family we cherish a litte
flowered chira teapol which be=
longed 10 my pusband’s grand-
mother; brought by her to 1‘nlls
country from Germany many years
ago. Every time we use it we
cannot help but think of the suc=-
cesslon of loving hands pouring
tea and carefully washing anddry-
ing the little pot to preserve s
paluted roses. Needless Lo sa)"
this ts one article thal doesn’t
get left up-ended in the dishdrain-
orl = - and T think thial {2 how
the people of DOWhers Grove will
feel about the care and preserv=
ation of Lucy and Plerce powner's
home,
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