VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE
September 18, 2019
7:00 P.M.
AGENDA
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes from the June 19, 2019 meeting
3. Public Hearing
4. Old Business
5. New Business
a. Overview of 2019 Approved Minor Certificate of Appropriateness
Applications
6. Public Comment
7. Adjournment

DRAFT
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
MINUTES OF JUNE 19, 2019 MEETING
Ch. Davenport called the June 19, 2019 meeting of the Architectural Design Review
Board to order at 7:03 PM and requested a roll call.
1.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Ms. Chalberg, Mr. Larson, Mr. Lerner, Ch. Davenport
ABSENT:

Ms. Acks, Mr. Riemer

STAFF:

Gabriella Baldassari, Development Planner
Jason Zawila, Planning Manager

VISITORS: Kathy Nybo, Friends of Edward House (FOEH), 5253 Blodgett
Irene Hogstrom, FOEH, 1232 Gilbert
Mark Bragel, FOEH
Amy Gassen, D.G. Historical Society, 5320 Benton Ave.
Rich Kulovany, D.G. Historical Society, 6825 Camden
Christine & Bo Martin, FOEH, 701 Maple Ave.
2.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 20, 2019 MINUTES

Mr. Larson moved, seconded by Ms. Chalberg, to approve the minutes of the
March 20, 2019 meeting.
AYES:
Mr. Larson, Ms. Chalberg, Mr. Lerner, Ch. Davenport
NAYS:
None
The Motion to approve the minutes as presented passed unanimously.
3.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ch. Davenport explained that there was one public hearing before the Board seeking
landmark designation for property located at 4721 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove.
He described the procedures to be followed for the hearing, and asked anyone
intending to speak at the meeting to rise and be sworn in.
PUBLIC HEARING FILE 19-ADR-0002: A petition seeking an Historic Landmark
Designation for the property commonly known as 4721 Highland Avenue,
Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-08-104-005). Ted and Andrea Anderson, Petitioners
and Owners.
Staff Presentation:
Ms. Gabriella Baldassari, Development Planner for the Village of Downers Grove,
stated that the property is located on the northeast corner of Prairie and Highland. The
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petitioner is seeking landmark designation for their property representing the Craftsman
style of architecture. The application was shared with the Illinois State Historic
Preservation Office, which supported that the home is a great example of this particular
architectural style. The house was built circa 1905, and Ms. Baldassari displayed a
photograph of the house and reviewed the architectural features of the Craftsman style
home. It has a gabled roof, bay window, second floor dormer, wide porch, double-hung
windows as well as asphalt shingles and rough-cut stone that add to the rustic appeal of
a Craftsman home.
Ms. Baldassari stated that based upon the findings as stated in Staff’s Report dated
June 19, 2019 Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for
Landmark Designation and recommends a positive recommendation from the Board to
the Village Council.
Ms. Chalberg said she is in favor of this request, but questioned the wording regarding
when the home was built and the potential misclassification as a kit home. She said the
home is recorded as being built in 1905, however the kit home display shown with the
application has a later date. Her concern was whether that would effect that the home is
seen as a kit home, since it is not a kit home.
Ch. Davenport said he thought the inclusion of the kit home reference was just a further
way of describing the Craftsman style and the type of home it is.
Mr. Larson said the kit homes started with a catalog of homes, like Sears. The page
shows the cost for plans, etc. It reflects that it comes from a group of homes that people
can choose.
Ms. Chalberg replied that this particular home, however, is not a kit home.
Mr. Larson said looking at the criteria, the question is whether the home is
representative of a style of a certain period. The kit reference shows that this is a style
that was common at that time.
There being no additional comments at this time, Ch. Davenport asked the Petitioner if
they wanted to add any information.
Petitioner’s Presentation:
Mr. Ted (Thomas) Anderson, owner and petitioner of the subject property, said they are
interested in preserving the character of Downers Grove and the community as a whole.
Their home is a part of that community and they believe they should preserve the
history of the community as long as possible. Neighbors have encouraged them to seek
the landmark designation. There has been no change to the front of the house, although
there are a few differences from the original house. They now have a Dutch door, which
was not part of the original construction, and changes were made to a window in the
interior stairway area. Most of the windows are original, and they hope to maintain the
home. The Andersons have four children who are concerned about potentially selling
the landmarked house in the future.
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Ch. Davenport noted that additional criteria for historic preservation can also relate to
who lived in the home. He said that Muriel Anderson is an accomplished musician who
actually grew up in that home, and that could be a criteria later added to this. He then
opened the meeting to public comment.
1.
Irene Hogstrom of 1232 Gilbert Avenue said when she began researching this
home it was difficult to find examples of the type of architecture. She was responsible
for including the kit home reference, but there was nothing in their search to indicate
that this particular home was a kit home. She added that she first noticed this home
several years ago due to the unique architecture and native landscaping. Ms. Hogstrum
supported the Andersons in their desire to landmark the home.
2.
Christine Martin of 701 Maple Avenue said she has always admired this home
when driving down Highland Avenue. She commented that she appreciated them
landmarking their home to preserve the neighborhood. There are many homes on
Highland that are intact, and she hopes that by the Andersons stepping forward to
landmark it spreads throughout the neighborhood.
3.
Amy Gassen of 5320 Benton Avenue said this is a great example of a Craftsman
style home. She agrees with Mr. Anderson’s comment to preserve the neighborhood as
well. She thanked the Andersons for making this decision.
Ms. Chalberg responded to Mr. Anderson’s comment about resale. She said that there
are no guarantees that any home will sell, as it depends upon the market. Because the
Andersons have taken the step to preserve the neighborhood, they have gone a long
ways to keep the resale values intact in their neighborhood by landmarking their home.
There being no additional comments, Ch. Davenport closed the public portion of the
meeting.
Board’s Deliberation:
Mr. Lerner said that Muriel Anderson being raised in that home is a great point to
consider as well. He said he saw an article in an older Toronto magazine about historic
preservation, and he quoted a line: “Historic buildings are physical links to our past.”
The article went on to say that it’s not just about saving bricks, but about saving the
layers of information about our lives and those of our ancestors. He thinks preserving
these homes is desirable.
Mr. Larson said he thought the information in the packet showed the home as a great
example of the Craftsman Cottage style, and an example of how simplicity of lines and
design can be beautiful. The home contributes to the character of the neighborhood and
is a significant asset to it. He commented that the landscaping in front of the home is
exceptional. The Andersons put in permeable paving in their driveway many years
before it became fashionable.
Ch. Davenport thanked the petitioners for leading the way and setting an example.
There is a reason why people want to live on that street, and that includes the special
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character of the neighborhood, which this home helps to preserve. He then called for a
Motion.
Mr. Larson moved that based on Staff’s findings the Architectural Design Review
Board make a positive recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status
of 4721 Highland Avenue. Mr. Lerner seconded the Motion.
AYES:
Mr. Larson, Mr. Lerner, Ms. Chalberg, Ch. Davenport
NAYS:
None
The Motion passed unanimously.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
4.

OLD BUSINESS – There was none.

5.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Larson thanked all of the volunteers involved who helped the Andersons in
submitting their application for landmarking.
6.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None

7.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further discussion, Ch. Davenport called for a motion to adjourn.
Ms. Chalberg moved, seconded by Mr. Larson to adjourn the meeting. The Motion
passed unanimously by voice vote.
Ch. Davenport adjourned the meeting at 7:28 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Tonie Harrington
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