
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Bid - Springside Culvert Replacement
Andy Sikich
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the Springside Ave & Prentiss Creek Culvert Replacement to A 
Lamp Concrete Contractors, Inc. of Schaumburg, Illinois in the amount of $604,969.60.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019-2021 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY20 budget includes $750,000 in the Stormwater Fund for storm sewer replacement. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the September 8, 2020 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

Staff has identified severe deterioration of the cross-road culvert at Springside Avenue and Prentiss Creek 
(north of Bolson Drive). The existing culvert, consisting of dual 8’ x 6’ cast-in-place box culverts, is severely 
deteriorated: exposed reinforcement bars, spalling, center wall damage and up to 30% section loss of concrete 
experienced in some areas. Due to the advanced deterioration of the culvert, Staff recommends replacing the 
culvert instead of performing maintenance/repairs. Failure of the culvert would likely result in significant 
upstream flooding. 

This project will consist of removal of the existing box culvert and end sections, and installation of dual 9’ x 
6’ box culverts with new headwalls. The new dual box culvert and retaining walls will increase capacity of 
the system and properly stabilize the upstream and downstream ends. The culvert will be installed at an 
appropriate elevation and the creek will be re-graded on both sides of the culvert, which will create a 
“smoother” creek profile. The project includes installation of a fence adjacent to the retaining walls and 
sidewalk for safety purposes.

Currently, several “volunteer” trees have grown in the creek within the project limits, along with an abundance 
of buckthorn and honeysuckle shrubs, both of which are considered invasive species. These trees are primarily 
low quality, and are impeding the flow of water within the creek. Along with the smaller buckthorn and 
honeysuckle, there are 21 trees (6” to 24” in diameter) that are anticipated to be removed with this project; 
ten ash trees, which are almost entirely dead or dying, one buckthorn, one tree of heaven, two Siberian elm, 
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one crabapple, three silver maple and three cottonwood. During construction, staff will work with the 
contractor to attempt to save any trees that can potentially be saved. Upon completion of re-grading, the banks 
of the creek will be planted with native vegetation, which will improve water quality, stabilize the creek banks, 
and will not impede flow. New, high-quality trees will be planted along the north side of the creek after project 
completion.

A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Twelve 
bids were received by the due date of August 21, 2020. A synopsis of the bids is as follows:

Contractor Base Bid
A LAMP CONCRETE CONTRACTORS, INC. $604,969.60 Low Bid
ALLIANCE CONTRACTORS, INC. $750,109.30
V3 CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LTD. $779,760.00
FOX EXCAVATING, INC. $789,471.00
MARTAM CONSTRUCTION, INC. $792,723.60
SWALLOW CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION $799,762.15
COPENHAVER CONSTRUCTION, INC. $803,586.00
H. LINDEN & SONS SEWER AND WATER, INC. $812,271.00
BERGER EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS, INC. $839,233.79
HERLIHY MID-CONTINENT CO. $842,926.52
JOHN NERI CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. $872,563.50
PERFORMANCE CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING, 
LLC

$958,430.00

Staff recommends award of the project to A Lamp Concrete Contractors, Inc., who have completed various 
road and underground utility projects for the Village over the past ten years. 

ATTACHMENTS

Contract 
Contractor Evaluations
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Alamp Concrete Contractors

Project:  Maple Ave Resurfacing (LAFO), Main Street to Fairview Ave 

Primary Contact: Dino Marzulli   Phone:  847-275-0170

Time Period:  October 2018 to December 2018

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion:  All work was completed on time.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): CO to be processed for final quantity 
balancing through final IDOT invoicing. Project under original bid amount.

Difficulties / Positives: Contractor finished a large amount of work within a short 
construction schedule and stayed in good communication with Village staff.  Office 
coordination/project administration paperwork was disorganized, sometimes 
nonexistent, and not to IDOT standards.  

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Stephanie Graves

Date: 12/31/2018
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Alamp Concrete Contractors

Project:  Drendel and Cross Drainage Road Sidewalk Improvements 

Primary Contact: Dino Marzulli   Phone:  847-275-0170

Time Period:  September 2018 to June 2019

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: Although the contractor had a late start and 
had to deal with an early winter, they performed more work in 2018 than expected by 
Staff.

Change Orders (attach information if needed):

Difficulties / Positives: Contractor finished a large amount of work within a short 
construction schedule and stayed in good communication with Village staff.  
Coordination with subcontractors at the beginning of the project could have been better.

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Jim Tock

Date: 7/19/2019
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: A Lamp Concrete Contractors, Inc.

Project:  2019 Water Main Improvements Contract A 

Primary Contact: Dino Marzulli   Phone:  847-275-0170

Time Period:  July 2019 to November 2019

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion: The project was completed after the original 
completion date.  Contractor did not complete the project in time due to lack of a 
schedule and bad communication internally.

Change Orders (attach information if needed):

Difficulties / Positives: The contractor at times displayed lack of internal coordination. 
The contractor did not maintain on-site supervision as required by the contract.

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Scott Vasko

Date: 8/24/2020
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