
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village 

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Water Main Improvements Contract B
Andy Sikich
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the 2020 Water Main Improvements Contract B, to J Congdon 
Sewer Service, Inc. of Carol Stream, Illinois in the amount of $1,426,526.25.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019-2021 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY20 budget includes $5,000,000 in the Water Fund for water main replacement. 

BACKGROUND

This project shall consist of the installation of approximately 4,525 linear feet of replacement water main 
ranging in size from 6” diameter to 12” diameter, 40 residential water services, asphalt patching and 
resurfacing, concrete sidewalk, driveway apron removal and replacement, and parkway restoration at the 
following locations:

 Florence Avenue – Foxfire Court to 41st Street
 Warren Avenue – Belmont Road to Cornell Avenue 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the July 14, 2020 Village Council meeting. See below for the staff response 
to a Council question at the July 14, 2020 meeting:

 There are no specific tree removals planned for this project. However on any infrastructure project in 
a mature neighborhood, tree removal sometimes does become necessary for various reasons. The 
Village generally includes a small quantity of tree removal in the bid to establish a competitive price 
for this work. This allows the project to move forward without the delay and added expense of dealing 
with change order pricing, should it become necessary to remove a tree. The Village goes to great 
lengths to avoid tree removal on all projects, including occasionally utilizing more expensive 
installation techniques like augering pipe under trees and root systems, but sometimes the removal is 
unavoidable.

Staff recommends approval on the July 21, 2020 Consent Agenda.
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 Puffer Road – 61st Street to 63rd Street

A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Thirteen 
bids were received by the due date of July 8, 2020. A synopsis of the bids is as follows:

Contractor Base Bid
J Congdon Sewer Service, Inc. $1,426,526.25
Swallow Construction Corporation $1,428,745.00
Alamp Concrete Contractors, Inc. $1,489,969.79
Austin Tyler Construction, Inc. $1,520,965.66
John Neri Construction Co., Inc. $1,561,136.00
Gerardi Sewer & Water Co. $1,583,669.25
Bolder Contractors, Inc. $1,608,035.56
Vian Construction, Inc. $1,689,662.30
H Linden & Sons Sewer & Water, Inc. $1,711,214.75
Performance Construction & Engineering $1,768,977.00
Unique Plumbing Company, Inc. $1,787,642.10
Martam Construction, Inc. $1,834,850.00
Mauro Sewer Construction, Inc. $1,939,900.50

J Congdon Sewer Service has completed similar projects for various local municipalities, including 
underground utilities for the Villages of Glenview and Roselle. J Congdon Sewer Service also successfully 
completed the 40th & Washington Drainage Improvements and the 2014 Water Main Improvements Contract 
B for the Village of Downers Grove.  Staff recommends award of this contract to J Congdon Sewer Service.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract 
Contractor Evaluations
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: J Congdon Sewer Service

Project: SW-041, 40th and Washington Drainage Improvements 

Primary Contact: Marino Gerardi   Phone:  (630) 442-8707

Time Period: July 2014 to November 2014 

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion:  time extension granted due to various utility 
relocations  

Change Orders (attach information if needed): CO processed for time extension noted 
above; project completed under original contract amount

Difficulties / Positives: good ongoing communication with field and office personnel; 
good workmanship; foreman Dominic unresponsive at times; crew onsite needed to 
follow SESC plan more stringently 

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Jim Tock  

Date: 2/1/15 
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: J Congdon Sewer Service

Project: WA-028, 2014 Watermain Improvements Contract B 

Primary Contact: Marino Gerardi   Phone:  (630) 442-8707

Time Period: July 2014 to November 2014 

On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  Yes   No

Provide details if early or late completion:  time extension granted due to utility conflicts

Change Orders (attach information if needed): multiple Change Orders processed for 
field changes due to utility conflicts

Difficulties / Positives: good workmanship; worked well with Village staff for revision of 
plans and scope due to utility conflicts; lack of communication on schedule changes 
necessary due to plan and scope changes caused by utility conflicts; lack of 
subcontractor control to complete project in a timely manner; multiple requests for extra 
pay items after completion of project with no notice to staff during construction 

Interaction with public:

  Excellent    Good    Average    Poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Reviewers: Nate Hawk  

Date: 2/3/15 
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