
 
 

Staff Responses to Council Questions 
03/10/2020 

 
6. Active Agenda A. ORD 2020-8485 - An ordinance approving an amendment to planned unit 
development #18 to permit off-premise electronic message board signs at 7221-7451 Lemont 
Road 
 
What is the purpose of a PUD? 
 
A PUD overlay district is intended to accommodate development that may be difficult if not impossible 
to carry out under otherwise applicable zoning district standards and that result in public benefits that 
are at least commensurate with the degree of development flexibility provided.  
 
Should the Council approve of this amendment, does anything about that action compel changes to the 
sign ordinance itself? 
 
No. 
 
Should the Council approve of this amendment, does anything about that action compel changes to 
other PUD's?  
 
No. 
 
Can we find the original purpose statement or enabling document that established the sign ad hoc 
committee (2004-ish)? 
 
The purpose of the sign committee was to rewrite the Sign Ordinance to accomplish the following: 
 

● Create a comprehensive but balanced system of sign regulations to promote effective 
communication and to prevent placement of signs that are potentially harmful to traffic 
and pedestrian safety, property values, business opportunities, and community 
appearance.  

● Preserve, protect, and promote public health, safety, and welfare.  
● Preserve the value of private property by ensuring the compatibility of signs with 

surrounding land uses.  
● Enhance the physical appearance of the Village.  
● Enhance the Village’s economy, business and industry by promoting the reasonable, 

orderly and effective display of signs, and encouraging better communication between 
an activity and the public it seeks with its message.  

● Protect the general public from damage and injury, which may be caused by the faulty 
and uncontrolled construction and use of signs within the Village.  

● Protect pedestrians and motorists by reducing distraction which may increase the 
number and severity of traffic accidents.  

● Encourage sound practices and lessen the objectionable effects of competition with 
respect to size and placement of street signs. 

 
 
 
 



Please provide the minutes associated with the ad hoc sign committee discussion(s) of electronic 
signage. 
 
The sign committee met 17 times and discussed electronic signs at four meetings.  The minutes for 
these four meetings are attached. 
 
Sales tax is vital to the Village and heavily tied to brick and mortar stores which have struggled for 
some time - an environment that has been referred to as a retail apocalypse. The petitioner's 
subsequent information suggests these chargers provide an amenity which results in increased shopper 
traffic and both the Village Council and Plan Commission heard testimony of the same. Have we asked 
for input or comment from the EDC on this issue? 
 
No. If the Village Council directs staff to reach out to the EDC, the issue would be considered by the 
EDC Executive Committee for input.  
 
Please have our Traffic Engineering team provide commentary as to their opinion of traffic/safety 
impacts of the proposed signage on Main Street/Lemont Road/75th Street. 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation’s “Outdoor Advertising Rules & Guidelines” allows for 
multiple-message signs with changing displays, provided that the display does not change more 
frequently than once every 10 seconds and it does not create glare or impair the vision of a driver of 
any motor vehicle.  
 
What is the average retail lot depth on Ogden Avenue? 
 
Depths of retail lots on Ogden Avenue vary greatly.  Three examples of this depth are provided below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Please provide brief summaries (location, petitioner, sign description, deviation from sign ordinance, 
date, reason) of the sign variances approved via PUD since the implementation of the sign ordinance. 
These could be lifted from here 
(http://www.downers.us/public/docs/top_stories/sign%20ordinance_finalwithlinks.9.pdf) but I'd like 
them included in Council Questions tied to the current meeting for ease of access for the public. 
 
2006 Xsport Fitness Planned Unit Development​ In July 2006, the Village Council approved an 
amendment for Xsport Fitness on Finley Road that allowed for the installation of monument signs and 
wall signs with height and area in excess of the maximum permitted by the Sign Ordinance.  
 
2007 Acadia on the Green Planned Unit Development Amendment​ In March 2007, the Village 
Council approved an amendment for Acadia on the Green on Mochel Drive that allowed for wall signs 
that would not otherwise be permitted by the Sign Ordinance. 7  
 
2007 Esplanade Planned Unit Development Amendment (Sara Lee)​ ​In August 2007, the Village 
Council approved an amendment to the Esplanade planned unit development to permit the installation 
of a wall sign on the office building at 3500 Lacey in excess of the maximum size permitted by the 
Sign Ordinance.  
 
2008 Esplanade Planned Unit Development Amendment (Carlucci’s)​ In August 2008, theVillage 
Council approved an amendment to the Esplanade planned unit development that allowed Carlucci’s 
restaurant to display temporary signage for a period longer than that allowed by ordinance and with an 
area in excess of the maximum permitted by the Sign Ordinance.  
 
2009 Good Samaritan Hospital Planned Unit Development Amendment​ In July 2009, the Village 
Council approved an amendment that allows the hospital to display temporary banners for a period 
longer than that allowed by ordinance and with an area in excess of the maximum permitted by the sign 
ordinance.  
 
2010 Downers Park Plaza Planned Unit Development Amendment​ In 2010, the Village Council 
approved an amendment to the Downers Park Plaza planned unit development to permit additional 
monument signs that would not otherwise be permitted by the Sign Ordinance.  
 
2012 Good Samaritan Hospital Planned Unit Development Amendment​ In June 2012, the Village 
Council approved an amendment to the Good Samaritan Hospital planned unit development that 
permitted the construction of an additional monument sign that would not otherwise be permitted by 
the Sign Ordinance.  
 
2014 Art Van Planned Unit Development Amendment​ In November 2014, the Village Council will 
consider a planned unit development amendment for the Art Van furniture store located on Butterfield 
Road. The proposed amendment would allow Art Van to install signage larger than the maximum 
permitted by the Sign Ordinance.  
 
2016 Packey Webb Ford Planned Unit Development ​ In August 2016, the Village Council approved 
a new planned unit development for the new Packey Webb Ford development on Ogden Avenue.  The 
PUD allowed additional wall signs and additional sign area in excess of the maximum permitted by 
ordinance. 
 
2016 Fry’s Electronics Planned Unit Development​  In December 2016, the Village Council 
approved a new planned unit development for the existing Fry’s Electronics store on Finley Road.  The 
PUD allowed additional sign area in excess of the maximum permitted by ordinance.  



 
2018 Esplanade Planned Unit Development Amendment (Cooper’s Hawk)​ In ​November 2018, 
theVillage Council approved an amendment to the Esplanade planned unit development that allowed 
Cooper’s Hawk restaurant to permit the tollway monument sign to be located on the building, permit 
the placement of a sign on an elevation without street frontage and to allow additional sign area in 
excess of the maximum permitted by ordinance.  
 
 
 
Attachments 
Minutes of the sign committee  
rEmarks for 3/10/2020 



















Agenda Section Agenda Item Comment Commenter

8. Manager's Report A. REP 2020-8505 A report discussing the 
facilities replacement and sustainability 
plan (FRSP)

I would like to support the comments being made by the Downers Grove Clean Energy Task Force, and I would like 
to see the design and construction of a municipal building that incorporates renewable energy and energy 
conservation. A village hall/police department facility that uses the latest clean energy technology will reduce 
energy usage, carbon emissions, and operating costs, and provide a model of environmental sustainability that the 
residents of Downers Grove can be proud of. This building should include:

Installation of solar panels to provide power to the building.
Energy-efficient building design using sustainable construction practices and incorporating high-efficiency HVAC, 
insulation, passive solar design, and other features consistent with LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) or Net Zero Energy standards.
Electric vehicle charging stations made available to village and commuter parkers in the parking lot.
Tree plantings to provide shade for the building and parking lot to reduce “heat island” effects in areas where solar 
panels are not placed.
Native landscaping to further help absorb stormwater. This building should serve as a model to residents and the 
surrounding community of sustainable and energy efficient design. Thank you for your time and consideration. Best 
regards, Irene Hogstrom

Irene Hogstrom
1232 Gilbert Avenue 
Downers Grove, IL
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