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An ordinance amending the Class O liquor license
Enza Petrarca
Village Attorney

SYNOPSIS

An ordinance has been prepared amending the Class “O” outdoor liquor license classification.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2019-2021 include Exceptional Municipal Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

BACKGROUND

A request has been received from Goldfinger Brewery for an amendment to the Liquor Control Ordinance to 
allow for a Class BF (brewing facility) to obtain an O-1 Outdoor license.  Currently, Class BF license 
classifications do not qualify for an outdoor license because the O-1 Outdoor liquor license requires that the 
principal operation of the outdoor area be for dining purposes only.  Class BF license classifications are 
exempt from the food service provision requirements and do not provide food service; therefore, they do not 
qualify for an O-1 license.  
  
A draft ordinance has been prepared amending the Class O license to allow Class BF establishments to qualify 
for an O-1 Outdoor license removing the requirement that the principal operation of the outdoor area be for 
dining purposes only.     

The Liquor Commission discussed this matter on December 5, 2019.  The Commission members voted 5:0 in 
favor of the amendment.  

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
Minutes

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the January 7, 2020 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval 
on the January 14, 2020 active agenda.   
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ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CLASS "O" OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE PROVISIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.13 Classification of licenses.
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes:

*  *  * 

Class "BF" Brewing Facility Licenses

"BF" licenses shall authorize the on-premise consumption and retail sale of craft beer where the premises 
is that of a brewing facility as defined herein.  The following provisions shall apply:

Product sampling shall be permitted in accordance with State law at no charge,
On-premise consumption shall be limited to the retail portion of the licensed premises except 

during supervised tours and private events.  The retail portion shall not exceed 3,000 square feet. 
Patrons under the age of twenty-one (21) shall be allowed on the premises when accompanied by 

an individual twenty-one (21) years of age or older, however, classes and seminars shall be limited to 
patrons twenty-one (21) years of age or older. 

 *  *  *

Class "O"   On-Premise Consumption, Outdoor Licenses

"O"   Outdoor licenses shall authorize the sale and consumption of alcoholic liquor in an enclosed outdoor 
seating area. This license may only be issued to establishments holding a valid Class B, BF, BYO, C, H, 
P-O, REC, RF, R or WB license and shall be limited to the conditions of the respective license 
classification issued to the establishment.  Except for Class BF  and Class C,  The main and principal 
operation of the outdoor area shall be for dining purposes and food must be available in the outdoor 
dining area at all times and shall be subject to the provisions set forth in Section 3.30.  Operation of the 
outdoor area for a Class C license is limited to private party rentals and shall be subject to the provisions 
set forth in Section 3.32.

 *  *  *  

6; Ord. No. 2735, § 1; Ord. No. 2945, § 1; Ord. No. 2996, § 1; Ord. No. 3050, § 1; Ord. No. 3164, § 2.)

Section 2. That Section 3.30. is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.30. Outdoor sales.
(a) Subject to receipt of a Class "O" outdoor license, the sale, service and consumption of alcoholic 

liquor in an outdoor seating area may be permitted adjacent to premises licensed to sell alcoholic liquor for 
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consumption on the premises; subject to the following conditions:
(1)  The outdoor area is enclosed; and
(2)  The outdoor area is owned or leased by the licensee, or the licensee has entered into a sidewalk 

cafe license agreement, as provided in Chapter 4 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, which shall be 
required for any outdoor seating area conducted wholly or partially upon Village controlled property; and

(3)  The outdoor area is included as part of the regular food service business located on the licensed 
premises with the exception of Class "BF" Brew Facility and Class "C" Club licensees that do not provide 
regular food service; and

(4)  Access to the outdoor area shall be limited through the licensed premises or, if not practicable, 
through monitored entrances that are controlled by employees and/or reasonable fencing of the licensed 
premises during all operating hours and/or while alcoholic liquor is being served.

(5)  Seating in the outdoor area shall not be included in the overall seating calculation or in any way 
utilized to expand the number of seats that are allowed in the interior bar/lounge area.

(b) Applications for the establishment of an outdoor seating area, or the amendment of an existing 
outdoor seating area, shall be filed on such forms and with such information as may be directed by the Local 
Liquor Commissioner. The Local Liquor Commissioner may refer an outdoor seating area application to the 
Local Liquor Commission for review and comment.  (Ord. No. 2735, § 1; Ord. No. 2945, § 2.) 

Section 3.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed.

Section 4.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law.

                              Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
            Village Clerk
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