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FILE 18-ADR-0001:  A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the 
property commonly known as 1205 Franklin Street, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-08-
114-001). The property is located at the southwest corner of Franklin Street and 
Saratoga Avenue.  Kenneth and Kay Hammer, Petitioner and Owner.  

Scott Williams, Senior Planner for the Village of Downers Grove identified the property 
as 1205 Franklin Street located on the corner of the site. He showed the footprint of the 
structure based on the Plat of Survey, as well as photos from the 1920s. The home was 
constructed in 1895 and is Queen Anne style. He researched information from the 
Historic Building Inventory Survey as well as the Downers Grove Historical Society 
where it is referred to as the Frank J. Gorman house. He said that the petitioner 
indicated this home was converted into a duplex in 1966. The east elevation displays 
the turret, wrap around porch and hipped dormer. He noted the stained glass windows, 
and the double-hung windows some of which are original. The southeast corner of the 
house shows the wood clapboard siding, and restoration work that was done to try and 
match the original materials. Features include the decorative soffits, the turret and the 
glass windows. The gable dormer is a prominent feature of the northern façade. The 
west elevation highlights the original stone foundation of the structure. Mr. Williams 
noted that a photograph from 1977 depicts the similarity of the building at that time to 
the photos from the 1920s.  

Mr. Williams said that Staff recommends approval of this request with no conditions.  

There were no questions from the Board at this time. Staff then played a video prepared 
by the owners of the home. 

Speaking on behalf of the Petitioners, Cindy Zaeske of 1135 Prince Street, said she 
lives near the subject property. It is a beautiful historic home. She found photographs 
from the Dunn family, a previous resident. The home has been restored back to a 
single-family home. Ms. Zaeske prepared the video presentation for the Hammer family. 

Mr. Hammer said they purchased the house in 1987 and have done a lot of work on the 
home. They sided it with cedar siding, installed some new windows, soffit, fascia and 
gutters, as well as the porch railing. They love the house and are happy to be in the 
landmarking program. 

Ms. Leitschuh commented on the alterations to the porch, stating that when the 
petitioner acquired the home, the spindles and banisters on the porch already had been 
removed. The owners used the historic photographs to attempt replicating the porch 
based on those photographs. 

Ch. Davenport called upon anyone from the public who wished to comment on the 
petition for landmark designation.

1. Christine Martin of 701 Maple Avenue thanked the owners for landmarking their 
home. She said the home is exquisite.
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2. Rich Kulovany of 6825 Camden Road also thanked the Hammers for bringing 
this petition forward for landmarking.

3. Amy Gassen of 5320 Benton Avenue said the most difficult part of landmarking a 
home is making the decision to do it. This home is a remarkable example of the Queen 
Anne design, and it is fortunate that they have so many historic photos available of the 
home. She thanked the owners for bringing the petition forward.

There being no further comments, Ch. Davenport closed the public portion of the 
meeting and opened the discussion for the Board’s deliberation.

Mr. Lerner said it is a beautiful house. He thinks the reason there are so many old 
photographs is because it is such a photogenic home. It was built in a grand style and 
although it has experienced some difficult times, it has been lovingly restored. 

Ms. Chalberg thanked the petitioners for bringing this forward to preserve it for future 
generations. She would love to see some of the interior details of the home, as it is a 
glorious home.

Mr. Larson also thanked the petitioners. He said that he lives near the property and the 
development of Prince Pond, which is behind the site, was not even there when one of 
the photographs was taken. The home has survived many changes compared to the 
surrounding properties.

Ch. Davenport echoed the comments made by members of the Board, and thanked the 
owners for allowing this celebration of their home. From an architectural standpoint this 
type of home on a corner lot is exceptional. It would be a tragedy not to have this house 
at that location any more. It takes courage to request preserving this type of building.

Ms. Chalberg also thanked the Friends of the Edwards House for having put together 
the long list of the change of property owners of this property. It’s fascinating to read of 
the previous ownerships. 

Mr. Larson moved to make a positive recommendation to the Village Council to 
approve historic landmark status for Petition 18ADR0001, property located at 
1205 Franklin Street, Downers Grove. Ms. Chalberg seconded the Motion.
All in favor. The Motion passed unanimously. 
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