
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

October 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

I.  Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner Simmer, 
Commissioner Speta 
Absent: Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner Hung 
  
Chairman Sterner provided a history of the Environmental Concerns Commission for the 
new members. He asked the new commission members, Liz Pelloso and Justin Simmer, 
to introduce themselves and provide background. Ms. Pelloso shared that she works for 
the US EPA. Mr. Simmer shared that he is an architect and LEED-AP.  
 
II. Review and Approval of August 9, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
Chairman Sterner asked for a motion to approve the August 9, 2012 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Speta made the motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Simmer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.   
 
III.  Visitor Welcome 

There were no visitors.  

IV.  Staff Update on Ongoing Projects 

There was no staff update.  

V. Energy Impact Illinois Presentation 

Ms. Deitch introduced Eric Keeley of Energy Impact Illinois, who provided a 
presentation on the energy efficiency rebate program. Energy Impact Illinois is group that 
advocates for homeowners and is a partnership of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning, Nicor, ComEd, the Center for Neighborhood Technology and the Department 
of Energy. Through the program, homeowners are able to obtain a low-cost (currently at 
$49) energy efficiency assessment, as well as qualify for an instant rebate program that 
will offset the cost of upgrades, specifically for insulation and air sealing. The goal of the 
program is to promote energy efficient upgrades that will save up to 15% on energy costs 
for homeowners. It is the first program that is not income dependent; therefore, any 
single-family homeowner in Downers Grove can qualify. Homeowners also have the 
opportunity to host a ‘house party’ which will provide information to the homeowner and 
neighbors or friends regarding the program. 
 



There are several benefits to homeowners: 1) a low-cost assessment of the energy 
efficiency of the house that includes direct installation of compact fluorescent bulbs and 
hot water heater insulation, 2) an instant rebate of up to 70%, up to $1,750, on the cost of 
energy efficiency upgrades, and 3) a note on the MLS listing of the house that denotes the 
energy efficiency upgrade. The assessment provides a written proposal for the energy 
efficiency work as well as a list of behaviors that can also reduce energy costs. Chairman 
Sterner asked if the homeowner could perform the work. Mr. Keeley stated that the 
homeowner would not qualify for the same rebates available under the program because 
the contractors that are part of the program are fully vetted to ensure that the program is 
meeting its established standards.  
 
Commissioner Pelloso asked if there were other aspects of the program for businesses 
and other types of property owners. Mr. Keeley stated that yes, there were programs from 
business owners, multi-family property owners and low-income programs but that he 
only represents the single-family residential program. However, the call center for 
EnergyImpact Illinois could provide additional information on other programs.  
 
Chairman Sterner stated that often, the ECC takes a formal position in support of 
programs presented. Ms. Deitch stated that she believes the Village is already supporting 
this initiative informally and would begin to publicize the rebate program in the next 
month. Ms. Deitch stated that she would summarize what staff had done to promote the 
program at the next ECC meeting. Commissioner Speta suggested that the Village 
provide additional information on other sources of energy efficiency if residents want to 
complete upgrades on their own in small increments as they can afford it.  
 
VI. Water Conservation Plan 

Ms. Deitch stated that, at the request of the ECC, staff had begun to review the Village’s 
Administrative Regulation on Water Conservation and Emergency Water Restrictions. 
The Village had not updated the plan since 1999. Ms. Deitch stated that one of the first 
steps was to update the reasons for conserving water. Ms. Deitch handed out a summary 
to the ECC members and asked them to consider if they had any additional reasons that 
would provide a compelling reason for water conservation to add to the list. For example, 
Ms. Deitch stated that there is a double benefit for property owners who participate in the 
rebate and credit program for the stormwater utility because they may be able to reduce 
their water bills by installing rain barrels or other items that help to reduce water 
consumption. Chairman Sterner asked how staff would verify on-going qualification for 
credits. Ms. Deitch stated that she was not sure how it would be administered, but there is 
a credit and incentive manual available that describes the program. Commissioner Speta 
suggested that the manual be more widely available (in addition to online) to reach 
property owners who may not be accessing it online. Chairman Sterner asked if the 
Village’s stormwater administrator would be available to speak at a future meeting. 
Chairman Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to provide additional information on the status and 
cost of connecting to the stormwater and water systems for newly annexed properties on 
the west side of the Village.  
 



V.  Old Business 

Commissioner Pelloso asked if there was any follow-up on the TAP Commission meeting 
regarding the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Ms. Deitch stated that the TAP Commission 
would not meet in October but she might have an update in November. 
 
VI.  New Business 

There was no new business. Commissioner Speta suggested that the Commission discuss 
spring and summer topics before the end of the year. 
 
VII. Adjournment 

Commissioner Simmer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Pelloso 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:30 p.m.  


