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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to award a contract for the Maple Avenue/BNSF Railroad Grade Reduction Project 
to Landmark Contractors, Inc. Huntley, Illinois in the amount of $365,469.28. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Goals for 2011 to 2018 identified Top Quality Infrastructure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY 2011 budget includes $337,800 in the Capital Projects Fund and $50,000 in the Water 
Fund for this project. The costs are offset by a $262,800 grant from an Illinois Commerce Commission 
(ICC) Grant and a $75,000 grant from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity with a 
final cost to the Village of $50,000. A testing portion of the project ($8,500) was previously awarded.  
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the May 10, 2011 Village Council meeting and the following questions were 
raised by the Village Council.  Responses have been provided after each question.   
 
Please summarize the history of planning for crossing improvements at this location. 
During the meetings that were conducted with staff from the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) 
related to Belmont Avenue there were discussions about the availability of funding to provide short-term 
safety improvements and longer term improvements in the form of a separated grade crossing at this 
location.  ICC staff expressed an interest in working with the Village on grant funding for the first, and 
potential future funding for the latter.   At that time an analysis of a number of at-grade crossings had been 
completed by the BNSF Railroad, and Maple Avenue was shown to be a cost-effective grade crossing 
because of favorable topography.   Understanding that separated grade crossings typically require 10-15 
year planning horizons, staff included ST-029, Grade Separation of Maple Avenue, in the 2010 and 2011 
CIP as “Future Years” project.  At that time staff also began to actively work with the ICC on the shorter 
term safety improvements and included this project in the 2010 and 2011 CIP for the year 2011.     
 
What are the impacts of closing the crossing? 
The closing of the Maple Avenue crossing would create repercussions in other areas of the transportation 
network.  Maple Avenue is classified as a collector roadway, carries an average daily volume of 
approximately 9,000 vehicles in this area, and has continuity from Clarendon Hills to Naperville.  In the 
morning peak traffic hour, there are approximately 700 vehicles that travel eastbound/northbound at the 
intersection of Maple Avenue and Fairview Avenue.  With the closure these vehicles would be re-routed 
to the intersection of Burlington and Fairview, necessitating the installation of an additional traffic signal.   
 



 
The cost of this signal would be approximately $400,000 because of the close proximity of this signal to 
the railroad crossing and the need for an interconnected signal system with the railroad.  Even with the an 
optimally timed signal system, the level of service on Fairview Avenue between Maple Avenue and 55th 
Street would be significantly decreased due to the addition the Maple Avenue traffic to the existing traffic 
volume of 13,000 ADT on Fairview at the Fairview Avenue Crossing.  The likely result of this would be 
increased cut-through traffic on streets including Rogers, Washington and Hill.     
 
Is funding available to help pay for a separated grade crossing? 
Based on comments made by representatives of the ICC at a conference that occurred in the fall of 2010, it 
was stated that ICC funding for grade separation projects was unlikely in the future.  There may be other 
sources of funding available and staff has attempted to contact BNSF representatives to obtain their 
response.    
 
What was said about this crossing during the Comprehensive Plan discussions? 
The relevant minutes from the Comprehensive Plan discussion have been attached.   
 
What is the traffic and safety impact on Grand – in particular the school? 
The proposed configuration will likely increase traffic volumes on Grand by between 100-200 cars per 
day.  Staff does not believe that the safety concerns related to these additional cars over a 24 hour period 
outweighs the existing design and sight-distance deficiencies that exist at the Maple Avenue crossing.   
Grand Avenue is a local street that borders the school to the east.  Four-way stop control was recently 
installed at the intersection Grand and Hill.  The current average daily traffic volume on Grand is 
approximately 360 cars/day, in comparison to the average traffic volume of 800 to 1200 for typical 
neighborhood streets.   
 
Please confirm the Sanitary District isn’t planning future work at this location. 
The Sanitary District is not planning future work at this location. 
 
Staff recommends approval on the May 17, 2011 Active Agenda.  

 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this project is to improve safety at this crossing of the BNSF Railroad.  The Village 
initiated a dialogue with the ICC in 2009 seeking funding assistance to address the steep incline on Maple 
Avenue at the BNSF Railroad crossing. This location was the scene of a fatal traffic accident in 2007. On 
April 20, 2010 the Village executed a Local Agency Agreement with the ICC to provide funding for this 
project. A condition of the agreement was that the Village would prepare plans and specifications and act 
as the contracting agency for the project.  
 
This project was included in the 2011 CIP program (CIP Projects ST-028 & WA-036). The scope of work 
includes pavement removal and replacement, level binder, hot mix asphalt surface course, curb and gutter 
removal and replacement, water main and storm sewer installation, and all related work to reduce the 
grade at the rail road. 
 
A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. Five 
bids were received by the due date of April 18, 2011. A synopsis of the bids is as follows: 
 
 
 



Contractor Base Bid  
Landmark Contractors, Inc. $365,469.28 Low Bid 
Schroeder Asphalt Services, Inc. $413,593.74  
Central Blacktop Company, Inc $455,339.00  
Construction Management Briggs Paving $482,453.23      
Trine Construction Corp. $492,743.85  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
As the low bidder, Landmark Contractors, Inc’s proposed contract amount is $13,830.72 less than the 
budget of $379,300 for this portion of the project. Landmark Contractors has satisfactorily completed 
various projects for the State and local municipalities and has also completed work involving the Union 
Pacific Railroad. Staff recommends award of this contract to Landmark Contractors, Inc.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
UPDATE: Comprehensive Plan Commission Minutes 
Contract Document 
Signature Page 
Campaign Disclosure 
Capital Project Sheet ST-028 & WA-036 
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RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   
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STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to award a contract for the Maple
Avenue/BNSF Railroad Grade Reduction Project to
Landmark Contractors, Inc. Huntley, Illinois in the
amount of $365,469.28.

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this motion shall award a contract for the Maple Avenue/BNSF Railroad Grade
Reduction Project to Landmark Contractors, Inc. Huntley, Illinois in the amount of $365,469.28.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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   VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

November 3, 2010, 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Chairman White called the November 3, 2010 meeting of the Comprehensive Plan Committee to 
order at 7:00 p.m.:  
 
PRESENT: Chairman White, Mr. Beggs, Mr. Davenport, Mrs. Earl, Mrs. Sigerich, Mr. Thoman, 

Mr. Wendt  
 
ABSENT: Mr. Bollow, Mrs. Hamernik, Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Jirik, 
 
STAFF  PRESENT:  Tom Dabareiner, Community Development Director; Jeff O’Brien, 

Planning Manager; Devin Lavigne, Houseal Lavigne Associates & Courtney 
Owen, Houseal Lavigne Associates 

 
VISITORS: None. 
  
MINUTES: 
Chairman White asked if there were any comments or changes regarding the minutes for the 
October 26, 2010 meeting.  No comments or changes were received.  Chairman White asked for a 
motion to approve the minutes from October 26, 2010. 
 
Mr. Davenport made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Earl seconded the motion.  Voice vote 
noted all in favor.  Chairman White declared the minutes from October 26, 2010 approved. 
 
Chairman White provided a brief overview of the materials being reviewed.  He also reviewed the 
upcoming schedule. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner noted there were several remaining concerns the Committee had from the October 
26th meeting.  He also indicated the Committee would be review the sub-area plan for the Fairview 
station neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Davenport re-stated his concern from the October 26th meeting relating to recommendation #6 
for the residential areas.  He asked what would be proposed to help preserve neighborhood 
character.  He noted his preference for the neighborhood conservation district concept, but it was 
most important that residents have a tool to protect their neighborhoods from incompatible 
development.  Mr. Davenport said he thought it would be a good idea to inventory neighborhoods 
and establish patterns similar to what was completed for Downtown.  He did not think an inventory 
would need to be as in depth as the Downtown Pattern Book. 
 
Mrs. Earl stated that she had given some additional thought to the appropriateness of addressing 
homelessness in the Comprehensive Plan.  She did not think a large-scale issue like homelessness 
could be adequately addressed by a comprehensive plan.  She asked if other plans included 
commentary on issues like homelessness. 
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Chairman White indicated the concerns surrounding homeless individuals might be best handled by 
the Human Services Commission.  He noted the Comprehensive Plan could contain a brief 
statement to that effect. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner provided an overview of comprehensive plan styles, noting that some plans used to 
address social concerns, but modern plans tend to focus on physical development and layout issues.  
He agreed the issue could come out of the plan, but could be sent to a more appropriate venue for 
additional review.  He indicated the Village’s Police Department was already working with the 
Library to address their immediate concerns. 
 
Mr. Beggs agreed that the Village Council and Village Manager’s Office are set up to handle large 
policy issues such as homelessness.  He stated he was confident the Village would find solutions to 
address the specific concerns if they continue to persist. 
 
Mrs. Sigerich asked how the plan would be affected by the removal of the recommendation. 
 
Mr. Lavigne stated the specific recommendation would come out, but the concern would remain in 
the plan in the existing condition report and TCD 3 reports. 
 
Mr. Wendt asked how the Committee’s recommendations regarding homeless concerns would be 
forwarded.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner explained that the statement would remain in the information from TCD3, which 
would provide support in the event the Village chose to more actively address the concerns 
surrounding homelessness. 
 
Mr. Thoman stated it was important to mention that the Committee agrees that homelessness is a 
serious issue that should be addressed, but it is not in the purview of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Davenport agreed that the community is sensitive to this issue, but it is important to identify the 
proper venue and mechanisms to address it. 
 
Chairman White asked for other concerns or issues. 
 
Mr. Lavigne went back to Mr. Davenport’s concern regarding protecting neighborhood character.  
He notated that different regulatory tools such as zoning requirements, design guidelines, etc. have 
their origins in comprehensive plans.  After performing more research, he did not think a 
neighborhood conservation district was the most appropriate tool for Downers Grove.  Mr. Lavigne 
thought a patter book or similar study should be completed before updating the residential zoning 
regulations.  He thought this study would be important to identify the different residential 
development patterns.  Mr. Lavigne explained the Comprehensive Plan would be revised to suggest 
that additional study of the different neighborhoods would be important to ensure zoning 
regulations and other tools adequately protect character.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner elaborated that the previous recommendation was too broad, but the new language 
would be tailored in a manner to make it more specific to protecting neighborhood character, which 
was direct from the TCD 3 input. 
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The Committee discussed the change and came to consensus the new direction was acceptable. 
 
Chairman White asked if there were any other issues from the Committee.  No additional comments 
or changes were provided. 
 
Chairman White summarized the consensus on the two issues remaining from the October 26th 
meeting.  He stated the Committee agreed the recommendation regarding homelessness could be 
removed from the Community Facilities section.  Further, the Committee agreed the revised 
direction for protecting neighborhood character was appropriate. 
 
Chairman White asked Mr. Lavigne introduce the sub-area plan for the Fairview station 
neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Lavigne passed out copies of the sub-area plan to the Committee.  He explained the general 
concepts for the plan were on the first page.  Page two provided direction for the catalyst sites and 
the third page contained a redevelopment concept. 
 
The Committee took a five-minute break to review the plan. 
 
Mr. Thoman asked why the plan stopped at the northwest corner of Douglas and Rogers.  He 
thought there were some residential properties on the north side of Rogers that would probably be 
redeveloped in the future. 
 
Mr. Lavigne indicated they just picked a stopping point, but could continue the map west for the 
next draft. 
 
Mr. Lavigne began summarizing the text and maps.  He specifically pointed out the 
recommendations to complete a traffic circulation study and consider re-aligning the intersection of 
Maple Avenue and the railroad tracks. 
 
The Committee discussed re-aligning Maple Avenue.  They expressed concerns about limiting east-
west traffic flow and eliminating an opportunity to cross the railroad tracks. 
 
Mr. Davenport expressed concern about loss of business if the intersection is closed entirely. 
 
Mr. Lavigne explained that the road could not be realigned until all of the impacts - both business 
and traffic – were fully vetted as part of a traffic study.  He noted the current alignment created 
unsafe intersections at the railroad tracks and Rogers and Fairview. 
 
Mrs. Sigerich asked if there was an opportunity for a grade-separated crossing at Fairview. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner said there was not enough room, noting the length and space needed for an 
underpass design would basically undercut the Fairview Station sub-area. 
 
Mr. Lavigne reminded the Committee that cut-through traffic in this neighborhood was one concern 
that was expressed during TCD 3. 
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Mr. Davenport asked about the status and design of the current proposal to reconstruct Maple’s 
intersection with the tracks. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner said he would find out the exact status, but that there was no final design because 
the plan was still in development.  He clarified the TCD 3 concerns relating to cut-through traffic in 
the neighborhood.  He explained the re-alignment of street grid is an interesting concept that would 
require major traffic studies with modeling to ensure problems would not be re-created elsewhere.  
Mr. Dabareiner indicated the Village might be surprised by the positive impact on cut-through 
traffic due to this change.  He noted that at a minimum a small re-alignment of Maple would have 
positive effects on traffic safety and land use. 
 
The Committee began discussing ideas for changing Maple Avenue’s alignment.  The Committee 
favored an idea where one-way traffic westbound was routed on the north side of the tracks and 
one-way traffic eastbound was routed on the south side of the tracks. 
 
Chairman White asked the Committee if the language recommending traffic studies and potential 
re-alignment of Maple was generally acceptable.  He stated the drawing should be modified to 
reflect the Committee’s discussions. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner noted that including a potential development scheme is important to plan’s end-
users. 
 
Mr. Wendt asked if several alternative scenarios could be shown. 
 
The Committee discussed what scenario should be shown in the plan. 
 
Chairman White asked if there was consensus to use the one-way scenario for the plan drawing with 
the understanding that future implementation might differ depending on results of traffic studies.   
 
The Committee agreed the one-way scenario would be preferred drawing to include in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Davenport expressed concern about potential conflicts between the current plans to modify the 
intersection of Maple and the railroad tracks and scenario that would be depicted in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner explained the current plan is only meant to correct immediate safety concerns.  He 
went on to note that the Village would not have final designs for this solution before the plan is sent 
to the Plan Commission and Council for review. 
 
Mr. Beggs indicated he supported funding improvements in the neighborhood, but did not want to 
specify what type of funding, e.g., TIF, would be appropriate. 
 
Chairman White re-iterated the Committee’s consensus for the sub-area plan’s traffic 
recommendations.  He noted that modifications to Maple and/or other streets should be examined, 
but that there should be thorough studies preceding any changes to the street grid. 
 
Mrs. Earl added that the number of crossings should not be changed. 
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Mrs. Sigerich stated that the Village would need to be careful to not push traffic to Hill Street and 
Whittier School. 
 
Mr. Lavigne went on to explain the remaining points for the sub-area plan. 
 
Mr. Davenport stated it was important to make connections between the Fairview neighborhood and 
Downtown while maintaining both areas’ identities.  He thought the Village should seek to create 
an identity for the Fairview neighborhood and that this point should be strengthened in the plan. 
 
Mr. Lavigne continued through the plan. 
 
Mr. Thoman stated that the plan should specifically reference adding trees to the landscape islands 
in the area’s larger parking lots. 
 
Mrs. Sigerich asked if Pepperidge Farms was staying in their current location. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner stated that the Village has not heard of plans for Pepperidge Farms moving from 
their existing location.  He said it is important for the Village to plan for their departure given the 
property’s constraints and important relationship to the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Davenport added that it would be important to redevelop the site in fairly short time frame if 
Pepperidge Farms discontinues their use.   
 
Chairman White agreed but noted that he did not think the Village should encourage them to leave 
the site.  He also agreed the Village should plan for redevelopment if Pepperidge Farms leaves. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner said the Village and the plan is not encouraging them to leave the site.  He said that 
given the current trends and property constraints the Village should be realistic in their planning for 
this neighborhood, as it is likely Pepperidge Farms will seek alternative locations in the next 20-30 
years. 
 
Mr. Lavigne continued describing the concepts for the sub-area plan. 
 
Mr. Beggs asked if the Committee could be provided with accident data for the Fairview 
neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner said the Police Department has that information and staff would provide that 
information at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Lavigne presented the catalyst sites. 
 
Chairman White requested that language be added to the Pepperidge Farm site to suggest that 
redevelopment is a contingency plan if they leave. 
 
The Committee discussed the plans for the Pepperidge Farm site and arrived at the consensus that 
the plan should not discourage them from remaining at the location. 
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Mr. Dabareiner asked Mr. Lavigne to provide more explanation on the LEED-ND concepts. 
 
Mr. Lavigne provided an overview of the LEED-ND principles. 
 
Chairman White suggested removing “Pepperidge Farms” and replacing it with “Fairview Area” as 
there are several sites in the area, which might lend them to a LEED-ND development. 
 
Mr. Wendt thought the idea was inspirational and should be moved to the beginning of the section. 
 
Mr. Thoman thought the LEED-ND discussion should come before the transit oriented development 
section. 
 
Mr. Davenport asked for a brief explanation of LEED-ND’s advantages. 
 
Mr. Lavigne explained some of the benefits. 
 
Mr. Davenport thought that the principles set forth by LEED-ND were the most important ideas, not 
the specific “LEED” certification.  He noted some concern about the future of the “LEED” 
designation and thought the plan should focus on the principles of LEED-ND development instead 
of the specific title. 
 
Chairman White asked for additional comments.  No additional comments were provided. 
 
Chairman White went over the next steps.  He noted the next meeting would provide an overview of 
the draft plan.  He stated the Committee should focus their discussion on the changes to the 
residential design guidelines and character recommendations, the Fairview Sub-Area Plan.  
Chairman White stated if the Committee agreed with the changes, they should make a referral to the 
Plan Commission subject to changes from the Grammar Sub-Committee. 
 
Mr. Lavigne said the Committee would have a revised plan next week incorporated all of the 
changes to date. 
 
Chairman White then re-iterated that the Committee would refer that plan to the Plan Commission. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner noted that Downtown Management provided some comments at a meeting earlier in 
the day.  He asked Mr. O’Brien to provide a brief overview. 
 
Mr. O’Brien provided some examples of the comments that he received specific to the Downtown 
Sub-Area plan.  He indicated a formal letter would be provided prior to the November 17th meeting.  
He stated the Downtown Management Corporation was mostly in support of the plan, but there 
were some relatively minor adjustments to the language. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner indicated the Committee should discuss the letter at the November 17th meeting and 
make the changes if they believe the comments are appropriate. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Chairman White asked for public comments.  No comments were received. 
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Chairman White reminded the Committee that the next and final meeting is scheduled for 
November 17 at Village Hall.   
 
Mrs. Earl made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Davenport seconded the motion.  Voice vote noted all in 
favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
  
/s/ Jeff O’Brien, AICP  
           Jeff O’Brien, AICP 
           Planning Manager 
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   VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

November 17, 2010, 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Chairman White called the November 17, 2010 meeting of the Comprehensive Plan Committee to 
order at 7:20 p.m.:  
 
PRESENT: Chairman White, Mr. Beggs, Mr. Bollow, Mr. Davenport, Mrs. Earl, Mr. Jacobs, Mr. 

Thoman, Mr. Wendt  
 
ABSENT: Mrs. Hamernik, Mr. Jirik and Mrs. Sigerich 
 
STAFF  PRESENT:  Tom Dabareiner, Community Development Director; Jeff O’Brien, 

Planning Manager; John Houseal, Houseal Lavigne Associates; Devin 
Lavigne, Houseal Lavigne Associates & Courtney Owen, Houseal Lavigne 
Associates 

 
VISITORS: Greg Bedalov, President, Downers Grove Economic Development Corporation. 
  
MINUTES: 
Chairman White asked if there were any comments or changes regarding the minutes for the 
November 3, 2010 meeting.  No comments or changes were received.  Chairman White asked for a 
motion to approve the minutes from November 3, 2010. 
 
Mr. Thoman made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Wendt seconded the motion.  Voice vote 
noted all in favor.  Chairman White declared the minutes from November 3, 2010 approved. 
 
Chairman White provided a brief overview of the materials being reviewed.  He asked Mr. Lavigne 
to discuss the purpose of the meeting. 
 
Mr. Lavigne noted that the purpose of the meeting was to finalize recommendations for the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Chairman White asked if the Committee members were provided with the recommendations from 
the Downtown Management Corporation.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner went through the recommendations from the Downtown Management Corporation.  
He noted that most of the recommendations are reflected in the draft plan.  He explained the 
recommendations for softening the language regarding auto-oriented uses and strip malls 
Downtown were not made.  After additional discussion, staff and Houseal Lavigne believe it is 
important to have stronger language to discourage auto-oriented uses Downtown.  Mr. Dabareiner 
noted overall the Downtown Management Corporation was supportive of the draft Comprehensive 
Plan as it relates to Downtown. 
 
Chairman White asked how the concerns surrounding social services and public uses were resolved.   
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Mr. Lavigne stated the words “social services” were removed from the Downtown sub-area plan. 
 
Mr. Thoman asked if PADs program would be affected by removing “social services” from 
Downtown.   
 
Chairman White did not think the program would be affected as PADs is also part of some 
churches’ mission. 
 
Mr. Davenport asked for Mr. Lavigne to explain the changes to the historic preservation 
recommendations for Downtown. 
 
Mr. Lavigne explained the changes that were made. 
 
Chairman White asked for additional comments from the Committee. 
 
Mrs. Earl noted that the map depicting the Maple Avenue re-alignment should contain labels for 
Fairview and Maple at a minimum.  She asked if it would be worth noting that there was little 
support from the Committee to close the Maple Avenue crossing. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner said the minutes really reflect the discussion and it was not necessary to include the 
statement in the final plan. 
 
Mr. Davenport asked if additional language could be added to page 140 that qualified the intent for 
the Pepperidge Farms site should they decide to leave.  He asked if the other changes could be 
presented. 
 
Mr. Lavigne began presenting the changes to the document. 
 
Mr. Thoman asked that the photo on page 1 be changed.  He noted there might be some negative 
reactions to featuring the Tivoli Hotel. 
 
The Committee began discussing changes in the document.  The Committee came to the consensus 
that the photo on page 1 should be modified. 
 
Mr. Lavigne went on to explain that the land use designation for the north side of Warrenville Road 
was modified from corridor commercial to corporate campus.  He asked if that reflected the 
Committee’s discussion. 
 
The Committee noted the change was reflective of their land use discussion. 
 
Chairman White recalled the Committee requested the land use on west side of Thatcher Road be 
changed to “light industrial/business park” to match the east side of the street. 
 
Mr. Houseal responded that the map would be changed to accurately reflect the discussion. 
 
Mr. Wendt pointed out that the photo on page 61 was a great shot down Curtiss Street, but the “Do 
Not Enter” sign should be altered or eliminated.  He also pointed out that 71st Street was incorrectly 
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labeled on the transportation map.  He noted the street labeled as “71st Street” is actually Concord 
Drive.   
 
Mr. Lavigne finished the presentation of the changes to the document.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner presented traffic information for the Fairview area as requested by the Committee at 
their previous meeting.  He indicated that there is an active traffic study in the neighborhood 
between Maple and 55th Street between Fairview and Main.  He noted the data collection was 95% 
complete and a neighborhood meeting would be scheduled in January 2011 to present the findings.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner added the intersection of the BNSF tracks and Maple would be under construction 
in Spring 2011 to address immediate safety concerns.  He explained the change would eliminate the 
“hump” from the intersection, but that ultimately some more drastic changes would be needed to 
permanently address the safety concerns.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner presented the accident data for the area.  He noted the high number of accidents in 
the neighborhood – especially at the intersection of Maple and the railroad tracks – provide an 
argument that the Village needs to do something to improve safety and traffic circulation for the 
neighborhood. 
 
The Committee discussed the information and agreed the sub-area plan for Fairview provides 
adequate direction for future land use and transportation improvements. 
 
Chairman White asked for any additional changes or comments from the Committee.  No additional 
comments were received. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Chairman White asked for public comments.   
 
Greg Bedalov, President, Downers Grove Economic Development Corporation, indicated he was 
concerned with the word “significant” as it relates to identifying historic buildings in the Downtown 
sub-area plan.   
 
Mr. Davenport clarified the plan only calls for the Village to identify historic buildings.  He stated 
that any formal protection for historic buildings would still need to receive owner consent and go 
through the Village’s landmark designation process.  He noted the word “significant” should be 
removed from the Downtown plan. 
 
Chairman White suggested that the word could be replaced with language suggesting that the 
Village facilitate identifying historic buildings. 
 
The Committee discussed the changes and came to consensus that modifying the language as 
Chairman White suggested would be appropriate. 
 
Mr. Bedalov asked if Catalyst site #26 on page 121 should stay in the plan given the fact that Pugi 
was proposing the expansion that the plan contemplates.   
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The Committee indicated the site and associated comments should remain in the plan. 
 
Chairman White asked for additional public comments.  No additional comments were received. 
 
The Committee asked for specifics about the Editing Group.   
 
Mr. Dabareiner explained the group would be formed to identify grammar and spelling errors.  He 
noted the group would not be making any substantive changes to the document.  He explained the 
group could only have 3 members to avoid conflicts with the Open Meetings Act.  He indicated the 
Committee membership included the chairs of the Plan Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and 
the Architectural Design Review Board – the bodies that would most often use the plan.  He 
suggested these individuals – Chairman White, Mr. Davenport and Mr. Jirik – could be the 
members of the Editing Group. 
 
Mr. Dabareiner encouraged other Committee members to continue to provide feedback to staff 
regarding grammar and spelling.  He indicated staff would pass the comments along to the Editing 
Group.   
 
Mr. Houseal indicated the document would remain substantially the same as the current draft.  He 
noted they were working on some minor tweaks to the formatting of the document. 
 
Mr. Thoman asked if there would be a table of contents or index.   
 
Mr. Lavigne noted a table of contents and acknowledgement page would be added to the document. 
 
Chairman White asked if there were additional comments from the Committee.  No comments were 
received, as such, Chairman White as for a motion to refer the draft plan to the Village’s Plan 
Commission. 
 
MOTION:  
Mr. Thoman made a motion to refer the draft Comprehensive Plan to the Village Plan Commission 
subject to changes requested at the November 17, 2010 and changes made editing group. 
Mrs. Earl seconded the motion. 
 
Voice vote noted all members in favor.  As such, Chairman White declared the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairman White announced the draft Comprehensive Plan would be discussed at a public hearing at 
the December 6, 2010 Plan Commission meeting. 
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Mr. Davenport made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Wendt seconded the motion.  Voice vote noted all in 
favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
  
/s/ Jeff O’Brien, AICP  
           Jeff O’Brien, AICP 
           Planning Manager 
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