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SYNOPSIS 
The 2007 Heritage Festival Annual Report has been prepared for the Village Council’s review. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
Downers Grove Vision 2021 identified the principles of Authentic Downtown and Hometown Feeling with 
the supporting means of: Vibrant Community Focal Point for Bringing Residents and Guests Together; 
Destination for Eating and Entertainment Both Indoor and Outdoor; and Strong Community Events 
Bringing Residents and Generations Together. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Discussion only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This year marked the 175th year of the founding of Downers Grove. Heritage Festival began on the 150th 
anniversary of the founding with a one day celebration. In 2007 the Village celebrated the 25th 
Anniversary Heritage Festival Street Fair on June 21-24, 2007. As part of the 175th celebration budget, an 
additional $100,000 was designated to enhance the entertainment for the festival; an additional $30,000 
was allocated for festival fireworks; and an additional $15,000 to enhance the July 4th Parade.  
 
The Annual Report summary page indicates budgeted expenses at $430,470 with actual expenses at 
$546,636. Approximately $119,500 of the allotted additional funds ($145,000 mentioned above) were 
spent to enhance the event and are included in the summary page.   
 
The 2007 Heritage Festival Annual Report was reviewed by the Community Events Commission at its 
September 13, 2007 meeting, with the Commission recommending the report be submitted to Village 
Council for review. 
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Community Events Commission History 
 

 
The Community Events Commission was established by Ordinance 2686 in December 

1982 to coordinate, supervise, and publicize any community-wide celebration supported by the 
Village Council. The Commission has performed this function for each Heritage Festival since 
1983. 

 
 

The Community Events Commission planned and assisted in the implementation of the 
2007 Heritage Festival, the 25th Anniversary Heritage Festival. A Benefit Opening Night Concert 
and the Amusement Ride Preview Night on Thursday, June 21st began the festivities.  The 
Street Fair was held on June 22, 23, and 24. The traditional Independence Day celebration was 
held on Wednesday, July 4th, with a parade, and evening fireworks.  The Bike and Buggy 
Parade was held on Sunday, July 8th in Fishel Park.   
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMISSION 
 
Members: Chairman, Commissioner Martin Tully  
 

 
Tim Cherney, Student Rep. Richard Szydlo Lt. Jim Nehls, Police Dept. 
Dave Humphreys Mary Scalzetti, Community Events 

Director 
John Tucker, Public Works, 

Patti Marino Barb Martin, Staff Keven Bobikiewicz, Public Works 
Tessa McGuire Audrey Priorello, Staff B.C. Jeff Pindelski, Fire Dept 
Ellen Pendola Susan Larson, Staff Jenny Rizzo, VOC 
Becky Rheintgen   
  
 

The Community Events Commission is comprised of seven members including a high 
school student representative who is a voting member.  The committee provides valuable input 
for community event planning, keeping resident, businesses, visitors and  hotel occupancy in 
mind. The Commission meets each month to finalize ideas and efforts. 

 
The format for monthly meetings includes informal discussion moderated by the 

Chairman of the Commission. If a unanimous conclusion cannot be reached on a particular 
subject, a recorded vote is used to settle the issue.  
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ASSESSMENT 
 
 

General 
 
This year marked the 25th Anniversary of the Heritage Festival. Additionally Downers 

Grove was also celebrating the 175th year of it’s founding by Pierce Downer.  The Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary Heritage Festival was a success in terms of participation, attendance, and 
community spirit. The weather held up for the most part, however, Mother Nature did provide a 
steady light rain on Saturday until approximately 2:30 pm.     Most activities and stage 
performers were up and running by 3:00 pm.  Otherwise, it was a wonderful weekend bringing 
out the festive spirits of the attendees, volunteers, residents and businesses.    

 
The festival encompassed much of the downtown area, utilizing Main Street from 

Franklin Street south to Maple; Burlington and Warren Avenues from Forest to Washington; 
Curtiss Street from Mochel Drive to Forest; Fishel Park and numerous public and private 
parking areas.  The Car Show on Sunday found a new location along Warren Avenue from 
Forest to Middaugh as well as utilizing several parking lots on Warren Avenue.  The 
Amusement rides were placed into two locations.  The kiddie rides were located in parking lot B 
on Burlington Avenue and just outside of lot B.  The older children’s rides were located on 
Warren Avenue between Forest and Washington.  The Tivoli Theater was the site of 
entertaining performances each day of the weekend. 
 

The 2007 festival provided "something for everyone, plus!!".  As part of the 175th birthday 
celebration of Downers Grove, Heritage Festival secured an impressive entertainment line-up, 
including a Stage of History, which showcased the history of some of Downers Grove’s earliest 
residents as well as the history of many local organizations.   Additionally, the Village partnered 
with a not-for-profit organization, Blodgett House On The Move, and coordinated a Thursday 
opening night benefit concert.  Many residents and visitors came out to enjoy each other’s 
company and the festivities of our community event.   Based on ticket and beverage sales, 
crowd estimates were placed at over 100,000 attendees.  There were steady crowds throughout 
each day and evening.    

 
The two amusement ride areas offered the smaller children and their parents a place to 

enjoy their time at the festival without bumping into the older amusement ride crowd.  Moms and 
dads pushing strollers commented on how easily they could maneuver through the kiddie ride 
area. The older children’s ride area, along Warren Avenue was crowded each day. A pre-event 
discussion with the amusement ride company garnered less game concessions which alleviated 
some congestion from the midway walk area.  

 
Sponsored attraction, located in the Lot o’ Fun area, such as the Tiki Climbing Wall, the 

Rat Race Obstacle Course and the Birthday Cake Bounce were offered free to festival goers 
and provided a variety of options for the young and the young at heart. Free pony rides, located 
in front of the Library on Curtiss Street were a big hit with the kids. 

 
The Beer Garden again proved itself to be a highly attended section of the festival.  The 

Thursday night opening benefit concert which was held within the beer garden was a success.  
The upgrade in backline including staging, sound and lighting equipment enhanced the venue.  
Approximately 3000 people attended the concert, which filled the venue, but left some needed 
walking space.  However, if the Thursday night concert is continued, some operational tweaking 
needs to be considered. 
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 For the rest of the weekend, entertainment was highlighted on six outdoor stages and in 
the historic Tivoli Theatre. The stages featured a wide variety of music, theatrical performances, 
and dance.  The festival closed each night on a high note with close proximity fireworks being 
displayed from the top of the parking garage.  It offered a great view from just about every area 
of the festival.  The enormous oooh’s and aahh’s revealed the crowds overwhelming 
appreciation for this attraction.   

 
The annual 4th of July Parade was held on Main Street. The parade headed north from 

the railroad tracks to Sherman.  The holiday fireworks, on 75th Street and Dunham Road, were a 
colorful display in the evening for many residents to enjoy.  

 
The popular downtown Bike and Buggy Parade was held on July 8th.  Many children  

decorated themselves as well as their bikes, strollers, and roller blades.  Fishel Park provided a 
great venue at the end of the parade route where all those who participated in the parade were 
welcome to enjoy refreshments, popsicles and entertainment.  
 

 
Participation 
 

The 2007 festival hosted 182 organizations, churches, and businesses that actively 
participated in the Street Fair and other special events. This number is four more than 2006.  
While all applicants pay a nominal application processing fee, Not-for-Profits are exempt from 
the booth fee normally charged for a single booth space. If they wish to have two single booths, 
there is a $120 fee for the second booth. The commission offered non-profit groups tent space, 
tables, and chairs in the Community Info and Expo areas for a low fee of $40 for one day, $50 
for two days or $60 for all three days. The Community Info and Expo areas allowed six groups 
to share a 20’ by 30’ tent with a table and two chairs included for each group.  Local businesses 
were eligible to rent space in the Info and Expo areas for $175 - $300.  In order to have their 
own single booth space on the street, a fee of $350 was charged for local businesses without 
food, and $450 with food.   Non-local businesses paid $2000.  Additionally, charges for 
electricity, water or the rental of a tent, if needed were not included above.  

 
Putting on such an enormous event takes dedication, spirit, and determination.  Our 

village employees and volunteers symbolize community.  Over 104 village employees worked 
various positions during the event.  With rising festival costs this year we recruited over 100 
volunteers who helped produce our community event as well as operating some of their own 
booths within the festival.   
 

Volunteers are an essential part of community events and we are striving to build a 
larger volunteer base.  We host an appreciation picnic after the festival for all who assisted in 
the presentation of our outstanding community event.  The picnic truly serves as a bonding 
session and a brainstorming session for next year’s event.  
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Sponsors are an important component of Heritage Festival, as they help defray costs.  
Sponsors participate in the festival by making a monetary donation or an in-kind donation.  An 
in-kind donation is a product or service that is donated and would normally have to be 
purchased for the festival as part of operations.  This year we had eight Corporate Sponsors 
donating $33,500, as compared to $30,000 in 2006.  Corporate sponsorships have slowly 
increased over the past few years. 
 

 
Attendance 
 

Since the festival is a free non-gated venue it is not possible to provide accurate 
attendance numbers. For the past several years, a crowd estimate of "100,000 plus" has been 
provided as a guideline to the public. Attendance estimates have been based on the density of 
the crowds, ride revenue and bus ridership.  Based on those measures, the attendance at this 
years Street Fair was approximated at 100,000 plus, for the entire weekend.   

 
 
 

Transportation and Parking 
 
The “Fest Express”, our shuttle bus program, was continued in 2007, however, there 

were only two pick-up/drop-off site locations. Downers Grove North and South High School 
parking lots were utilized as off site parking locations.  Several people commented about the 
missing train station off-site parking and requested it be considered for 2008. 

 
The cost to ride the bus was $1 per person for a round trip ride.  Children 5 years of age 

and under were free.  Ridership, which was down from previous years, was calculated at 9,633 
customers with $5,721 in revenue collected.   The major factors affecting the bus ridership were 
the dropping of the Belmont and Fairview train station bus routes and the parking garage.  The 
bus service is a wonderful amenity, which helps to alleviate the parking problem in our 
downtown area, perhaps the four locations truly served our customers better.   

 
         The parking garage is an added plus for the festival.  As safety and traffic issues are 
always a concern during the festival, an RFP was sent out requesting a not-for-profit 
organization submit a proposal to  assist with parking in the parking deck during the festival.   
The J. Kyle Braid Leadership Group of Downers Grove North High School and Downers Grove 
South High School  and the St. Joseph youth Ministry Group were selected as the organizations 
to handle the parking.  A $3.00 fee was charged.  The leadership groups received $10,469; J. 
Kyle Braid $6,469 and St. Joseph’s $4,000. Friday and Saturday are very difficult in the garage 
dealing with commuters, downtown employees and other displaced parkers.  In the future one to 
two officers need to be stationed at the garage. Perhaps future RFP’s for Parking Garage 
assistants needs to include a percentage split of the revenue with the Village, similar to the Beer 
Garden /Rotary Club percentage.    
 
 
Finance 

 
The budget presented for the 2007 festival anticipated that 107% of expenses would be 

covered by revenue received.  The attached report depicts the actual percentage as 80.32%.  
This includes the $119,500 ($115,000 festival, $4,500 July 4th parade) spent for the 175th 
Anniversary Celebration. For the event $100,000 was allocated for enhanced entertainment and  
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associated costs, $30,000 for festival fireworks and $15,000 for the July 4th parade and 
fireworks. Without the 175th Anniversary $115,000 spent to enhanced the festival, 104% of 
festival expenses were covered by revenue received.    
 

As shown on the 2007 Heritage Festival financial summary, the event generated 
$411,458 in revenue while incurring $512,296 in expenses.  The $115,000 for the 175th 
Anniversary celebration is included in the expenses.    The July 4th activities are accounted for 
separately.  

 
Sponsorships were slightly down this year, coming in at $65,894 as compared to 

$70,585 in 2006, $69,738 in 2005 and $56,406 in 2004. In-kind sponsorships, those donating 
services or product needed for the festival were valued at $23,800.   
 

The Rotary Club, who operated the Beer Garden, presented the Village with a check for 
$97,794, which was an increase of $9,530 from 2006, mostly due to the Thursday night opening 
benefit concert.  The planning and execution of the Beer Garden area by the Rotary Club, was 
superb.  The Rotary Club handled themselves and the patrons of the Beer Garden with 
professionalism.  They are to be commended. 

 
With the 175th Anniversary Celebration it was extremely tough keeping expenses down 

this year.  When upgrading entertainers, other equipment needed to be upgraded as well. The 
National entertainers contract requirements added costs.  Also, many of our vendors/suppliers 
whom we rent equipment from, such as, generators, and tents tables and chairs, increased their 
fees due to gas price increases and our additional 175th celebration needs.  Many of these 
suppliers have kept their costs down for the past several years and were unable to do so again.   

 
Staffing costs have been a major concern for the past few years.  The 2001 festival saw 

an all time high staffing cost of $150,000 for the Heritage Festival and July 4th activities 
combined. The Community Events department made a concerted effort to evaluate staffing at 
the festival, utilize exempt employees and more volunteers.  Our volunteer program that began 
in 2002 was continued in 2007.  Staffing totaled $121,352, ($113,848 for Heritage Festival and 
$7,504 for the July 4th). We utilized a number of groups this year and we will continue to seek 
reliable, responsible volunteers to continually keep staffing costs down. 
 
 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
 

The Heritage Festival Street Fair is widely acclaimed as one of the premier festival 
events in the area and has received International and National recognition.   The International 
Festival and Events Association, (IFEA) paid tribute to the Downers Grove Heritage Festival on 
November 10, 2004 at the IFEA's 49th Annual Convention & Expo Experience in Boston  MA.  
The festival received three very prestigious Pinnacle Awards.  A Gold Pinnacle award was 
received for our TV Promotion (commercial).  Another Gold Pinnacle award was received for our 
full length local TV Program.  A Bronze Pinnacle award was also received for our Street Banner.  
The professional competition drew 1458 entries from around the world. 

 
In 1998 the festivals publication, the Heritage Festival News, was recognized as a Silver 

Pinnacle award winner for Best Newspaper Supplement. Additionally, Heritage Festival was 
chosen by West Suburban Living Magazine as the 2005 Best Festival in the Chicagoland 
suburbs. We have also been runner up for several years. 
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The Heritage Festival is a member of the Illinois Special Events Network, an affiliated 
chapter of IFEA. IFEA is primarily an association of events, event managers and event suppliers 
that provides networking, resources and ideas for coordinators.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Community Events Commission respectfully recommends the continuation of the 

Heritage Festival in 2008.  The support of the event through attendance, participation, and 
donations indicates an overall approval by the community. Input from local residents indicates 
pride in the event. Survey responses, letters, e-mails and phone calls were generally positive 
and complimentary.  The Festival serves to define Downers Grove to its surrounding 
communities. However, there is always room for improvement and the Community Events 
Commission will look at the overall operations and advise were improvement can be 
implemented.  

 
It is the strong opinion of the Commission that the Street Fair is an asset to the Village of 

Downers Grove, providing a venue for service clubs, nonprofit organizations, and businesses to 
work together in a community project and promote themselves.   

 
At the same time, Heritage Festival provides an excellent opportunity for positive 

interaction between Village staff, residents and the business community.  The Heritage Festival 
is an accomplished event, which provides a positive image of Downers Grove as a viable, 
community-oriented municipality. The Commission recommends continued concentration on 
providing amenities and entertainment of the highest caliber possible.  
 

As the Events Commission in 1988 recommended a permanent date for the Street Fair, 
it will continue to be scheduled for the last full weekend in June. The 2008 dates will be June 27, 
28, and 29. The annual parade and fireworks will be held on Friday, July 4th. The Bike & Buggy 
Parade will be held on Sunday, July 6th.  

 
 

FUTURE PLANNING 
 
 The 2007 festival celebrated the 25th Anniversary of Heritage Festival and really put the 
“heritage back in Heritage Festival”, as stated by Commissioner Tully, during the 175th year of 
the founding of Downers Grove.  Future planning would hope to keep the historic theme and 
certainly some of the programming that enhanced this year’s event.  Hopefully items such as 
the Thursday night concert and the Stage of History will be considered during the FY2008 
budget process.  
 

Major development in the downtown area has altered the layout of the festival for the 
past several years.  The Acadia on the Green project is nearing completion with two of its 
buildings taking occupancy in 2007. With some slight revisions to the festival layout we should 
be able to work around the project again in 2008.  We will keep the lines of communication open 
between the Village, Downtown Management, and local businesses so as to utilize our 
resources most effectively.   
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The Community Events Department along with the Community Events Commission will continue 
its efforts towards a self-supporting event.  Future budgeting for the festival will be a challenge 
and a balancing act. 

 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 
In conclusion the Community Events Commission would like to thank Mayor Sandack, 

the Council, and the Village staff for their continued support of the Heritage Festival. The 
Commission wishes to assure the Mayor and members of the Village Council that they will 
continue to seek activities and events that will enhance the Festival as well as encourage active 
participation by Village residents, organizations, and businesses.  
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   2007 Heritage Festival
Financial Summary 

        

Revenues Expenses
Description Budget Actual Budget Actual

HERITAGE FESTIVAL OPERATIONS
HF101 Friends $32,000 $38,625 $0 $0
HF102 Contests $0 $0 $100 $186
HF103 Refreshments - current year $0 $0 $1,200 $1,460
HF105 Advertising & Public Relations $0 $0 $19,000 $18,506
HF106 Souvenirs $2,000 $619 $900 $705
HF107 Sponsors $25,000 $14,600 $1,900 $2,562
HF108 Facilities & Attractions Sponsors $20,000 $12,050 $300 $164
TOTAL PUBLICITY & RECOGNITION $79,000 $65,894 $23,400 $23,583 $42,311

HF201 Apparel $0 $0 $800 $855
HF202 Booth space $75,000 $85,765 $100 $0
HF203 Contracted Services $4,000 $3,235 $9,000 $7,416
HF204 Electricity $0 $0 $25,500 $28,675
HF205 Rentals - current year $9,000 $8,680 $60,500 $67,378
HF207 Supplies - current year $0 $0 $13,000 $8,453
HF209 Insurance $0 $0 $12,500 $11,098
HF210 Capital Purchases $0 $0 $4,000 $4,000
TOTAL STREET FAIR OPERATIONS $88,000 $97,680 $125,400 $127,875 ($30,195)

HF301 Amusement Rides $170,000 $140,464 $0 $0
HF303 Bands & Variety - current year $0 $0 $95,000 $169,755 **
HF305 Associated entertainment costs $0 $0 $25,000 $40,492 **
HF306 Car Show $2,000 $2,405 $1,800 $2,631
HF307 Contracted Attractions $88,500 $97,794 $18,000 $25,686 **
HF308 Bingo Tent Reimbursement $1,500 $7,221 $0
TOTAL STREET FAIR ATTRACTIONS $262,000 $247,884 $139,800 $238,564 $9,320

HF501 Contracted staffing $0 $8,426
HF502 Village Staffing - Heritage Festival $111,000 $113,848
TOTAL STAFFING $0 $0 $111,000 $122,274 ($122,274)

HERITAGE FESTIVAL TOTALS * $429,000 $411,458 $399,600 $512,296 ($100,838)
107.36%
80.32%

JULY 4 EVENT OPERATIONS
HF401 Fireworks $0 $9,870 $9,870
HF402 Parade $1,500 $5,148 $12,500 $16,966 **
HF403 July 4th Entertainment Sponsor $2,000 $0 $0
TOTAL July 4th Activities $3,500 $5,148 $22,370 $26,836 ($21,688)

HF503 Village staffing - July 4 $8,500
TOTAL STAFFING (General Fund Budget) $0 $0 $8,500 $7,504 ($7,504)

JULY 4 EVENT TOTALS * $3,500 $5,148 $30,870 $34,340 ($29,192)
11.34%
14.99%

GRAND TOTALS $432,500 $416,606 $430,470 $546,636 ($130,030)
100.47%
76.21%

** Part of 175th Celebration Budget (entertainment and associated costs $100,000, HF fireworks $30,000 and July 4th Parade and Fireworks 

Project Code
Rev. less Exp. 

(Actual)

% of expenses covered by revenue (AS BUDGETED)
% of expenses covered by revenue (ACTUAL)

* Do not include expenses associated with planning and setup for events/activities conducted by Village staff during regular business hours

 % of expenses covered by revenue (AS BUDGETED)
% of expenses covered by revenue (ACTUAL)

% of expenses covered by revenue (AS BUDGETED)
% of expenses covered by revenue (ACTUAL)
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