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SYNOPSIS 
The Environmental Concerns Commission met to consider a request by the Village Council for the ECC to 
provide input about the environmental impact of recycling facilities. The ECC moved that it could not make a 
recommendation on a facility with an undetermined location.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALINGMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2006-2011 identified Exceptional Municipal Government. Supporting this 
goal is the objective Top Quality Core Services Responsive to Current and Future Community and Citizen 
Needs 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Discussion only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the July 10 Workshop, the Village Council asked that the ECC provide input with respect to the 
environmental impact of recycling facilities specifically including “construction and demolition debris 
facilities” and/or “recycling collection facilities” and how such operations conduct business and any resulting 
impact to adjacent neighbors (residential or commercial).  
 
At its September 13 meeting, the ECC considered the issue. Staff provided the ECC with the attached report 
with limited information regarding the following discussion points to be used as a meeting guide: 

 Where and what is the condition/location of such facilities in DuPage County? 
 What are the documented hazards/noxious fumes, if any, associated with the above facilities? 
 What are the economic benefits associated with the above facilities? 
 Are there other types of recycling facilities in DuPage County or Illinois? 

 
The ECC believes it may be beneficial for such facilities to be located in Downers Grove; however, more 
information regarding the specific use of such facilities, including the type of materials to be recycled and 
where such facilities might be located, are needed before the environmental impacts can be determined.  
Following discussion and input from those in attendance the ECC adopted the following motion by unanimous 
vote: 
 

The Environmental Concerns Committee thinks that there are environmental impacts to 
recycling and construction and demolition debris recycling facilities; that they are not the 
same facility and the location of either facility in any place in Downers Grove needs to be 
looked at individually and that the Environmental Concerns Commission cannot 
categorically make a recommendation for a facility in an undetermined location. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Staff Report on Recycling Facilities dated September 11, 2007 
 



 
 
 

Village of Downers Grove 
Communications Office 

 
Memorandum 

 
 
Date:  September 11, 2007 
To:  The Environmental Concerns Commission  
From:  Douglas Kozlowski, Communications Director 
RE:  Staff Report on Recycling Facilities  
 
 
Background 
 
The Village Council has requested that the ECC address the following items: 
 
Motion to seek the Environmental Concerns Commission’s (ECC) input with respect to 
the environmental impact of recycling facilities specifically including “construction and 
demolition debris facilities” and/or “recycling collection facilities” and how such 
operations conduct their business and any resulting impact to adjacent neighbors 
(residential or commercial)   
 
The request for input from the ECC on these items is part of a larger policy discussion 
concerning recycling facilities currently being considered by the Village Council. The 
Council is currently considering proposed text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that 
would include a minimum separation distance requirement for recycling facilities 
(currently the Zoning Ordinance does not contain a minimum separation distance 
requirement) and would amend the definition of a recycling facility to align with the 
State's definition. Pursuant to Village Code and State statutes, the proposed amendments 
to the Zoning Ordinance must be considered by the Plan Commission at a public hearing. 
Testimony and input on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance is limited to 
the Plan Commission public hearing and the Village Council's consideration of the item. 
Therefore, the ECC should review and discuss only the items included in the Village 
Council motion above. 
 
 
Discussion Questions  
 
Where and what is the condition/location of such facilities in DuPage County? 
 
There are two Construction and Demolition Debris facilities in DuPage County; 
K.Hoving Recycling & Disposal in West Chicago and Crush-Crete, Inc in Addison. Both 
are situated within the industrial areas of these communities.   
 



Throughout the county there are a variety of sites for recycling electronics, automotive 
products, household hazardous waste and other materials.  A complete directory of these 
locations can be found in the attached DuPage County Recycling Guide.   
 
What are the documented hazards/noxious fumes, if any, associated with the above 
facilities? 
 
Addison has advised that there are no reports of hazards or noxious fumes from the 
Cruch-Crete Inc. facility.  
 
At the time of this writing, West Chicago had not yet responded to our inquiries.  Staff 
will report out on the response if received by meeting time.  
 
Construction and Demolition Debris Facility 
The State of Illinois defines “construction and demolition materials” as non-hazardous, 
uncontaminated material resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, or demolition of 
utilities, structures, and roads. By definition, construction and demolition materials are 
not hazardous. If properly regulated and monitored, this type of facility would not 
produce any hazards or noxious fumes. Although by definition and by state law 
hazardous materials are prohibited, construction site debris may contain asbestos, lead 
paint debris and other hazardous materials. Those materials should be disposed of 
through proper state and federal outlined procedures. 
 
Construction and demolition debris are limited by the State to the following: 

 Bricks, concrete and other masonry materials 
 Soil 
 Rock 
 Wood, including non-hazardous painted, treated and coated wood and wood 

products 
 Wall coverings 
 Plaster 
 Drywall 
 Plumbing fixtures 
 Non-asbestos insulation 
 Roofing shingles and other roof coverings 
 Reclaimed asphalt pavement 
 Glass 
 Plastics that are not concealing waste 
 Electrical wiring and components containing no hazardous substances 
 Piping or metals incidental to any of those materials 

 
Recycling Collection Facility 
The state defines a “recycling center” as a site or facility that accepts only segregated, 
non-hazardous, non-special, homogeneous, non-putrescible materials, such as dry paper, 
glass, cans or plastics, for subsequent use in the secondary materials market. By 
definition and by state law, recycling facilities do not collect any hazardous materials. 



 
What are the economic benefits associated with the above facilities? 
 

 Tax revenue 
 Possible subsidies paid to the Village 
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