
           
              ITEM_______ 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 AGENDA 
 

SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Designation of 56th Street as a 
One-Way Roadway System 

 
 

 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Robin A. Weaver  
Interim Director of Public Works 

 
SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared to designate the boulevard section of 56th Street, between Cumnor Road 
and Deerpath Lane, as a One-Way roadway system.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Vision for 2021 identified Unique Neighborhoods. A supporting objective of this statement is Top 
Quality Infrastructure Tailored to Each Neighborhood. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the October 2, 2007 active agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Staff initiated the traffic review along 56th Street to obtain boulevard traffic data for future application on 
other streets in town. While in process to collect traffic data, staff was contacted by the Deer Creek 
Homeowners Association with the request to conduct a traffic review to address speeding and safety 
issues. 
 
During the course of the traffic investigation, staff also discovered that 56th Street is not listed in the 
ordinance under Section 14-50 as a One-Way roadway system. Upon field measurement and verification 
of current Village file data, staff compiled information that the roadway is only 17 feet wide on each side 
of St. Joseph Creek. The presence of on-street parking also complicates the lane usage on 56th Street.  
With the current configuration, there is every potential for head-on incidents. Even if on street parking 
was prohibited, the street width is insufficient for two way traffic. 
 
The existing 17-foot width of each divided side of 56th Street is not compatible with two way traffic from 
every engineering pavement design parameter. In fact, the Village Code minimum pavement width for a 
two-way street is 28 feet (14-foot width for each lane). The Village of Downers Grove follows the Illinois 
Department of Transportation design standards which follow the Federal Highway Administration 
standards. These standards dictate what roadway widths the Village may construct within its limits. The 
standard roadway lane width is 12 feet, with a deviation of 11 feet allowed. In addition, temporary 
construction activity often limits roadway lane widths to be 10 feet minimum.    
 
This roadway was constructed in the late 1960s intended to be a one-way roadway system but the proper 
signage was never installed and the roadway was not included in the Village Code as a one-way roadway. 
Staff efforts were to correct insufficient signage for this roadway. Staff believes that the intent of this 
section of 56th Street was never meant to be a two-way roadway because of the width and that the two 
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streets were not given different names. However, action was not taken when the roadway was built to 
properly sign this roadway or to formally codify it under the Village Code. 
 
Following the field traffic review and due to safety concerns, staff obtained authorization pursuant to 
Chapter 14 of the Municipal Code to install one-way signage on August 24; signage installation was 
completed on August 24 and 25. Invitations to the Parking &Traffic Commission meeting were mailed to 
the residents on September 5. 
 
This item was presented at the Parking & Traffic Commission meeting on September 12, 2007. At the 
meeting approximately 40 residents of the Deer Creek Subdivision attended. All of them objected to the 
one-way signage and requested that the Commission recommend removal the one-way signage and restore 
the roadway as it was before. According to their remarks, the residents of that block regularly drive on 
both segments of 56th Street in both directions and are able to easily do so due to the low traffic volume. 
The average daily traffic is 197 vehicle trips. The Parking and Traffic Commission voted unanimously to 
reject staff’s recommendation. 
 
Staff does not support the Parking & Traffic Commission recommendation for this item. Staff 
recommends that the Village Council adopt the ordinance as presented. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Ordinance 
Parking & Traffic Commission staff summary of minutes, September 12, 2007 
CADD Exhibit – 56th Street 
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING CERTAIN 
ONE-WAY STREETS (56TH STREET) 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 

 
Section 1. That Section 14.50. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
14.50. One-way streets designated. 
 All vehicles are limited to one-way traffic, on the following portions of the specified streets and 
avenues and shall move only in the direction indicated: 
 Brookbank Road, northbound, from 360 feet south of 59th Street to 60th Place. 
 Burlington Avenue, westbound, from Washington Street to Forest Avenue. 
 Curtiss Street, eastbound, from Forest Avenue to Washington Street. 
 Forest Avenue, northbound between 41st Street and 39th Street. 
 Franklin Street, westbound, from the east line of Main Street to the west line of Highland Avenue. 
 Hill Street, westbound, from Grand Avenue to Blodgett Avenue.  Provided, this restriction shall 
only apply on school days between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.. 
 Linden Place, southbound, from Chicago Avenue to Prairie Avenue. 
 Linden Place, northbound, from Austin Street to Prairie Avenue.  
 Mochel Drive, northbound, from Curtiss Street to Burlington Avenue. 
 Sherman Street, westbound, from Main Street to Prince Street. 
 56th Street, westbound between Cumnor Road and Deerpath Lane north of St. Joseph Creek, and 
eastbound between Cumnor Road and Deerpath Lane south of St. Joseph Creek. 
 The public alley which runs generally in a north-south direction, situated in the block bounded by 
Main Street, Burlington Avenue, Washington Street and Curtiss Street, northbound only. 
 The alley lying one hundred twenty-five feet east of, and parallel to, Douglas Road, for a distance of 
one hundred twenty-five feet north of the north line of Prairie Avenue, northbound only. 
 The alley lying one hundred twenty-five feet north of, and parallel to, Prairie Avenue, for a distance 
of one hundred twenty-five feet east of Douglas Road, westbound only. 
 The north one hundred twelve feet and the south one hundred ninety-two feet of the alley running in 
a northerly and southerly direction in the block bounded by Curtiss Street, Main Street, Forest Avenue and 
Burlington Avenue, southbound. 
 The alley running in an easterly and westerly direction in the block bounded by Belmont Road, 
Burlington Avenue, Puffer Road and Haddow Avenue, eastbound only.  (Ord. No. 519, § 1; Ord. No. 1009, 
§ 1; Ord. No. 1010, §§ 1, 2; Ord. No. 1022, § 1; Ord. No. 1172, § 1; Ord. No. 1173, § 1; Ord. No. 1211, § 1; 
Ord. No. 1219, § 1; Ord. No. 1534, § 4; Ord. No. 1537, § 5; Ord. No. 1547, §§ 4, 5; Ord. No. 1601, § 1; 
Ord. No. 2168, § 6; Ord. No. 2276, § 3; Ord. No. 2745, § 22; Ord. No. 3365, § 3.)   
 
Section 2.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 

 
Section 3.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 
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in the manner provided by law. 

 
 
   
                               Mayor 
 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 
 
 



PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
Minutes of Public Hearing 

September 12, 2007 
 

Downers Grove Public Works Facility 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

 
 
Chairman Johnson called the September 12, 2007 meeting of the Parking and Traffic 
Commission to order at 7:03 p.m.  Roll call followed and a quorum was established. 
  
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Commissioners Chairman Johnson, Carlquist, Stapleton, Thurston, Wendt  
 
Absent:  Commissioners Kren and Yeksigian 
 
Staff Present: Public Works Interim Dir. Robin Weaver; Asst. Public 

Works Dir. Mike Millette; Traffic Manager Dorin Fera; 
Police Sgt. Edward Harrison, Officer Tim Sembach; Staff 
Engineer Lou Dominguez and Recording Secretary Megan 
Dugard 

 
Visitors:  Mr. Tom Novotny,  4809 Stanley, Daria & Myron 

Jarosewich, 206 56th St,  Donna Zellnr,  246 White Fawn 
Trail, Dick & Carol Benes, 5236 Fairmount Ave, Jim 
Crawford, 201 56th, John Nystrom 146 White Fawn, Todd 
Pagni, 6103 Puffer Rd, Ed Murphy, 5244 Fairmount, 
Dapodbelsk, 5240 Deerpath, Don Bates, 5313 Fairmount , 
Debbie & Don Cassier 240 56th St., Richard Ourada, 5304 
Fairmount, Gary & Ingrid Goster, 6205 Puffer, Susan Eon, 
138 56th St., Stacy & Pan Bogdanski, 142 56th St., Kurt & 
Michelle Olsen, 221 56th St., Michael Mifflin, 5600 Cumnor 
Rd, Jim Callahan, 6100 Puffer Rd., Debbie Rumph, 5600 
Deerpath Ln, William White, 4729 Seeley Ave, Joyce 
Allers, 149 56th St., Art & Donna Pudark, 112 56th Ct., 
Patrick O’Neill, 5543 Benton Ave., Cathy Better, 5248 
Fairmount, Tim Galligan, 5253 Fairmount, Les & Nancy 
Poch, 300 56th St., Andy Clark, 1226 62nd St., Lorraine 
Smelley 246 56th St., Dawn Tuskey 222 56th St., Bob 
Barnett, 730 Maple Ave., Mark Maier, 324 56th St., Tom 
Krumwiede, 5635 Harmarc Pl., Susan Podbelski,  5640 
Deerpath Ln., Russell Rydin, 5325 Washington, Chris 
O’Rourke, 247 56th St. 

 
Chairman Johnson informed the commissioners and the public that the meeting was 
being recorded on Village owned equipment to aid in the preparation of the meeting 
minutes. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - A change in the agenda followed: 
 
File 24-07 56th Street – One-Way Designation (Deerpath Lane to Cumnor Rd) 
 
Chairman Johnson stated the item did not come as a request from residents in the 
area, but during an investigation of streets and neighborhoods conducted by staff.  It is 
his understanding that 56th Street was operating in a less than efficient way from a 
statistic standpoint from the width of the street and parking on both sides of the roadway. 
This design issue was discussed before the Commission in the past. This was a decision 
by staff to implement the one-way designation on 56th Street and from their observation 
the street was in effect operating as a one way each direction. Due to the narrowness 



and parking in the roadway, it was deemed to be the safest way to operate the street. 
The Commission realizes the street has been operating in this manner for a number of 
years and perhaps staff jumped to conclusions. It is a bit backwards from our normal 
procedure.  These issues normally come before the Commission by request from a 
neighborhood or by residents. Staff took this action from purely a safety standpoint. 
Tonight we would like input from the residents on how the roadway works and are 
familiar with the way the street works as they travel the roadway daily. Parking is a major 
issue considering how narrow the road measures.  Chairman Johnson stated that he 
visited the site today, and there were three garbage trucks and a mowing crew in the 
area. He was not able to get through or pass very easily.  
 
Chairman Johnson stated that this Commission receives the information, addresses 
the issue and makes recommendations to the Village Manager or the Council. We are a 
recommending body only. Chairman Johnson stated many people are present tonight 
who wish to have an opportunity to speak, and limited amount of time. Please be brief. 
Please provide your name, address or affiliation so the minutes are taken properly. 
 
Chairman Johnson asked if Mr. Fera or Mr. Millette wished to add anything further at 
this time. 
 
Mr. Millette stated he would like to begin by apologizing to the neighborhood for not 
notifying them about installing the signs. This action was not intentional and it is rare that 
we do take such action under the signature of the Village Manager authority only. We 
should have sent a flyer stating our intentions. Staff is tightening up our procedure for 
public information segment in the future. Mr. Millette asked if Mr. Fera would like to 
present the staff report. 
 
Mr. Fera responded that he would prefer to listen to the comments first then respond  
during the discussion process. 
 
Mr. Millette explained the roadway measures 18’ wide, each half, which is not close to 
present code. Our code states 31’ wide, back to back, contemplating two way traffic and 
parked vehicles. Standard parking lanes measure 8’ wide. This would leave 10’ travel 
lane which is insufficient for two way traffic. One incident occurred on May 11th 2007 
noting probable cause was someone traveling as the reporting officer’s estimation in the 
wrong way. Primarily the issue on 56th Street is the width of the roadway. Two-way traffic 
within the village is a minimum of 22’ wide roadway and preferably 24’ wide.  
 
Chairman Johnson opened the meeting for public comment. 
 
Patrick O’Neil indicated there is an error in the accident report of May 11th. He stated 
this did not occur along the boulevard. The accident was specifically in front of 324 56th 
Street, west of the boulevard, which is a two-way road.  It was a hit and run accident. 
The roadway in this area was passable. 
 
Chairman Johnson again stated the purpose of this public meeting is to gather 
information on how the residents perceive the use of the roadway. In order to best 
determine on how we shall go forward with this matter. 
 
William White stated that people inside the subdivision signed a petition and asked him 
to summarize the information, so people will not have to repeat what he is saying. He 
added if people feel he has not expressed their opinions to please go ahead and make 
their statements. A total of 153 people have signed the petition against a one way street 
which he handed to Chairman Johnson. There are 118 homes within the subdivision. A 
total of 98 people are included in the petition against the one way roadway. Out of the 



remaining 20 homes, 8 homes declined the sign, a few said good idea, a few did not 
wish to get involved, and 12 homes unable to make contact. Well over 85% do not want 
the one way. There have been no problems with the road as it was prior to the sign. 
Consensus in the neighborhood was a concern about speeding, but fear with one-way 
speeding will be worse, not better. People are opposed to the loop around. This may 
enhance the speeding problem concern expressed by a few people. 
 
Dawn Tusky lived in the area for 11 years, speeding has gotten worse. No reason to 
slow down going one way. People in the subdivision know garbage collection schedule 
and school bus pick up schedules. Never had a problem with parked vehicles and 
passing. Those who have a problem are people using the area as a through street. May 
11th accident was no where near the boulevard. 
 
Kurt Olsen stated that the initial comment made by Chairman Johnson troubled him  
indicating that the village in their routine approach suddenly decided this was an issue. 
He has been resident for 12 years and understands the neighborhood has been around 
for nearly 40 years. It has never been an issue with the village up to now. Was not quite 
sure what was referenced by routine and apparently this is a new procedure. As 
emphasized by Ms. Tusky, everyone has different opinions, and he hopes everyone 
expresses their opinion. Still a neighborhood, a nice quiet neighborhood. The problems 
which were trying to be expressed simply some speeding issues on the north side of 56th 
Street which is used by rush hour traffic as a cut through to avoid the traffic light on 
Fairview & 55th and have asked many times in the past to address that situation. This 
situation now enhances the situation. There are no parking issues. He is hoping the 
Commission reconsiders and put the neighborhood back the way it was. 
 
Daria Jarosewick lived in neighborhood 38 years, and is the oldest resident in area. Do 
not recall any accident being caused as a two way street. As of now driving one way, 
speeding of people passing through, u turns needed to get to house. She lives on north 
side. Coming from Fairview one has to drive to the south side and make an inconvenient 
turn, dangerous turn, two way traffic on Cumnor Rd. and 56th Court to make a U-turn. 
She compared 56th Street with Washington Street, between 55th & Maple, which is a two-
way street with two yellow lines painted down the middle and parking on both sides 
allowed.  When cars are parked on Washington Street, there is no way to drive without 
crossing the lines and accessing the oncoming traffic. Washington Street appears much 
more dangerous than 56th Street. 
 
Debbie Rumph, not affected by the one way street, however as the Association 
President, she did start by contacting Mr. Fera to look at the speeding traffic and was 
wondering if this is what prompted this situation. This was in response to three accidents 
which occurred on 56th and Fairview.  
 
Chairman Johnson asked if there were recent accidents. 
 
Debbie Rumph replied that accidents occurred within the last three weeks. She spoke 
to Mr. Fera about the situation. He acted right away and asked if this was the deciding 
factor. 
 
Chairman Johnson replied all questions are directed to him as part of the procedure 
under the Roberts Rules of Order.  Chairman Johnson stated that he has been on this 
Commission for a very long time and does not recall addressing a speeding issue on 
56th Street or in the area. It may have been a long time ago. If this is current it may be 
something we need to take a closer look at the situation. 
 



Debbie Rumph feels the situation is due to a rash of teenagers recently. Her opinion is 
that this pattern is teenager-related, and this cycle will eventually go away. People come 
in off Fairview and speed through subdivision. Two trees were hit within a week of each 
other.  Traffic flow is fine even during yearly garage sale in which the neighbors monitor 
themselves. 
 
Chairman Johnson inquired about vehicles parked on the street, two vehicles can not 
get past each other, has this been an issue? 
 
Debbie Rumph did not feel this was an issue. No one parks on the creek side obviously. 
Just like any other streets in Downers Grove, two cars parked on either side, you need 
to pull over to let someone pass. It is natural in any neighborhood. It only affects those 
on 56th Street.  
 
Susan Ein resident for 7 years and has not seen any speed issues until the one way 
sign was put up. Five vehicles came around the corner, saw the signs and had to go all 
the way around to get to their home.  That caused a concern. There is little parking on 
the street with possibly three cars on the westbound side, north side of 56th Street on a 
regular basis. Very few people use the street to park vehicles. Not an issue to go around 
the parked vehicles.  She agrees that Washington Street and several other north-south 
streets between 55th Street & Maple are more a problem where unable to pass a vehicle 
without going into oncoming traffic.  Ms. Ein views their neighborhood unsafe now with 
the one-way signs.    If speeding is an issue, there are other ways to address it. A 
teenager is likely to drive faster on a one-way street than on a two-way. Also, people 
who are unfamiliar with the neighborhood will drive faster. 
 
Susan Podbelski, speeding issues have nothing to do with 56th Street. What occurs is 
heavy traffic on Fairview. People try to cut through but have to U- turn at the dead end. 
 
Chairman Johnson believes it may be all related, but are two separate issues. The 
speed, the one way designation was due to the fact the roadway was substandard. 
 
Susan Podbelski, asked if it was precipitated by the fact that three weeks ago a request 
was made to monitor speed? 
 
Chairman Johnson was uncertain. When staff is asked to look at a particular problem, 
often they see other problems as well. 
 
Susan Podbelski does not feel the speed issue was addressed and the one-way does 
not help anything. 
 
Chairman Johnson state the one-way designation was not implemented to alleviate 
any concern over speeding. 
 
Susan Podbelski does not understand what the one-way alleviated? 
 
Chairman Johnson reiterated due to the narrowness of the street and substandard 
design of the roadway, the roadway does not properly address two-way traffic.  
 
Susan Podbelski inquired if it is substandard, how many accidents occurred? 
 
Chairman Johnson replied that he understood what Ms. Podbelski was saying. He was 
suggesting the two are unrelated. 
 



Susan Podbelski stated she is responding to Chairman Johnson’s comment on the 
substandard issue, and the accidents which occurred. She is requesting to see the data. 
 
Chairman Johnson moved the discussion forward. 
 
Resident asked to hear from Mr. Fera, since he is present. Resident noticed Mr. Fera 
raised his hand to respond. 
 
Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Fera if there was anything he would like to say.   
 
Mr. Fera explained to the residents as to what precipitated this whole situation. It was a 
two part answer. He first received a call from Mrs. Rumph to look into the traffic 
situation, speeding and concerns in the area. Two days prior to the call, Mr. Fera was 
directed internally to collect data on boulevard sections in the Village, for potential  
implementation of median sections in other areas of town. He had to be in the area and 
this afforded him the opportunity to respond while reviewing traffic calming and 
interventions in the village.  Mr. Fera stated that there are few boulevard streets in town; 
there are Brookbank Rd and 56th Street. Finley Rd is a four lane arterial divided and 
does not apply.  
 
Chairman Johnson asked for a few more comments from the public. 
 
Chris O’Rourke address two issues, the vehicle count is 192, there are 83 homes, or 
118 homes, does not reflect residents going to work and coming home daily.  Example, 
she works on Washington St., she herself is in/out of the subdivision five times daily. 
Several homeowners work in the village and go home for lunch. Mothers taking kids to 
school, the count does not seem accurate to her. She agrees the double yellow on 
Washington is difficult and traffic crosses into oncoming traffic, same on Franklin, as well 
as on Prairie. Why is 56th, not a through street, being discriminated?  Fix the problem on 
streets with 900 vehicle count. This problem occurs throughout the village by your own 
admission.  
 
Stacy Bogdanski appreciates the village has codes addressing the requirements 
regarding width of roadways. As a mother of three children, she feels there is no 
problem passing service vehicles and school buses. Even with vehicles parked on the 
street there is always the courtesy of letting someone else pass first. No problem 
passing school buses or garbage trucks. The Cumnor side of 56th Street concerned with 
increase U-turns around the creek.  Speeding occurs on Cumnor southbound as 
vehicles exit the subdivision. This alone is an accident waiting to happen. She is 
concerned for the safety of the children.  A one-way designation is complicated. 
 
Mike Mifflin states the signs need to be enforced.  In the morning while walking his 
dogs, he noticed three vehicles that came off Fairview, traveled eastbound on the north 
side of the creek paid no attention to the signs. These were people in the neighborhood 
going to work in the normal manner, and people cutting through trying to avoid the light, 
speeding through. This alone is an accident waiting to happen. 
 
Jim Crawford appreciated Chairman Johnson’s opening comments. He feels the 
residents are “pissed, really pissed”. In recognizing this he appreciates the opening 
comments made.  Appreciates that it was recognized the procedure was in error and 
staff is evaluating the process. The neighborhood has been in existence for forty years. 
There are other issues which were being approached for four or fives years about the 
sewer systems, which took another two to three years to be resolved. Discussing the 
quality of the creek, whether EPA will allow it to be cleaned and have requested 
assistance from the village on this matter slow to respond. We would like the signs 



removed tomorrow. Procedure was not followed, it is endangering the neighborhood with 
increased speeding, have not solved the through traffic problem acknowledging the 
procedures were not followed, notification to the neighborhood did not exist and a true 
study was not performed to understand the dangers which exist and endangers 
increased with  the children in neighborhood. Finally, the streets were torn up two years 
ago, to install in sewer pipe. Crews were in the neighborhood every day watching this 
occur. If this were truly an issue, then why when I was driving around tractor trailer, why 
didn’t the public works crew mention at that time this was issue? I do not believe this is a 
problem, I do believe the neighbors handle the situation properly, do not believe there is 
a parking issue, and do believe there is a limited speeding issue which can be dealt with 
by installing speed bumps or proper enforcement in the 56th area. He does believe we 
have increased the dangers of the children currently. He strongly would love to see the 
signs removed tomorrow morning acknowledging the proper procedure was not followed 
and a mistake was made.  
 
Chairman Johnson replied this is a definite example of how different departments are 
doing different things, such as the right hand does not know what the left hand is doing. 
The residents point is well taken. 
 
Tom Novotny not part of the Deer Path group, just would like to correct one thing. Not 
the first street in which the Village has made a mistake.  
 
Don Cassier feels the staff does not believe in one issue, but addresses another issue. 
There is a lack of communication which was addressed by Mr. Millette. There is a 
communication issue. When this occurred, he left two voice messages and an email, but 
still had to call again before speaking with Mr. Fera. Emails were sent to the Council and 
other staff members, including the Village Manager, the acting Directors. No one had the 
courtesy to respond. He feels that village staff works for the tax payers. We are the 
bosses. If this were private industry, every single person would be fired because you do 
not respond to your bosses. We need communication. This all would have been taken 
care of and we would not be here now. 
 
Myron Jarosewich looking at the picture provided shows his vehicle parked on the 
street due to some patio work being done at his address. He feels there is plenty of room 
for another vehicle to pass. The school buses and garbage truck had no problem 
passing today. He is opposed to the one-way situation. 
 
Kurt Olsen asked as a closing remark, the petition signed were not just signatures from 
residents on 56th Street,  but those from residents on streets around the area as well.  
 
Chairman Johnson stated he did notice. For the record there are a number of emails 
received from people in the area who could not attend the meeting tonight.  They are 
opposed to the one way designation as well. Chairman Johnson asked for any further 
comments from the staff. 
 
Mike Millette responded that the average number of trips per day for each single family 
home is about  8-10 trips. There are 13 houses on one side and 11 houses on the other 
side which would generate between 192 to 240 car trips per day. He stated the Staff 
Report  shows 195 on the low end but within the range. This is counter-intuitive to the 
cut through concept. This is traffic flow expected from just the residents in the area.  
Residents voiced their disagreement to Mr. Millette’s comments. Chairman Johnson 
stepped in and asked that staff be allowed to speak.  Mr. Millette stated that the second 
issue regards the comparison made to Washington a couple of times, which is a valid 
comparison.  Washington Street measures 24’ to 26’ in width between 55th Maple to the 
downtown area.  Proposed parking restrictions have been discussed with the Parking & 



Traffic Commission in the past. The difference is, driving down a roadway with striping, 
you are aware of crossing over.  With no parking on the creek side, you are swinging 
into oncoming traffic.  Sometimes, our design standards do not apply. Our judgment was 
made according to our code. The geometry was approved in the late 1960’s early 
1970’s.  
 
Chairman Johnson questioned the volume count. Was the count taken with the actual 
counters? 
 
Mr. Millette replied that Yes, the counts were taken with the counters. 
 
Chairman Johnson asked if the counts were taken within a 24 hour period? 
 
Mr. Millette replied that Yes, there was a 24 hour period. 
 
Chairman Johnson stated this is a unique area with access from 55th, Fairview and the 
resident traffic. This is a path with the least resistance entering and exiting the 
neighborhood. To do something long term, an in depth study needs to be conducted 
Chairman Johnson asked if the commission members would like to add anything.  
 
Commissioner Carlquist stated with the reaction from the residents, one question, the 
petition signed and the number of 24 homes against big brother taking care of this 
matter, why  were the other people involved in the petition which were not affected? 
Commissioner Carlquist stated this is a rhetorical question. They are not affected. 
Understands staffs idea of isolating the boulevard for one-way direction by the design 
criteria. However, the u turn required could be a potential dangerous situation. He 
believes that speeding is on every street in Downers Grove but there may be other ways 
to handle the situation. He is not recommending at this point, but a left turn restriction 
could be posted off 55th Street between 4-6pm. This has worked on the north side of 
town on Ogden Avenue for other streets with cut through traffic. The boulevard situation 
normally with this design  might have a channelization on the east and west side where 
traffic can safely be split traffic both ways. He is a believer of “If it’s not broken, don’t fix 
it” concept. He drives through this area as a resident and except for garage sale days, 
never seen a problem with the traffic. 
 
Chairman Johnson stated if there is a problem with bypass traffic, it is a different study 
which needs to be conducted. 
 
Commissioner Wendt reminded the public that being residents themselves, there is no 
agenda. We are listening to the public. His suggestion is to restore the roadway back to 
the way it was and do a proper study in the area of by pass traffic. After 35 years of 
street functioning in the manner the way they are, no need for big brother to make 
changes unless through a study results in some unsafe condition that we are not aware 
of presently. 
 
Commissioner Thurston stated strictly mathematics based on the traffic counts and 
number of homes in the area between Deerpath and Cumnor Road, the vehicles 
traveling down both sides of the boulevard, 90% are the residents in the area. The U- 
turn is probably far more hazardous than making the streets one way. In favor of 
returning the area back to the way it was with the proper study of the traffic flow and cut 
through issues over a much larger area. The design of the subdivision, which was in the 
1960’s, was not the best. This is not the only street in Downers Grove that measures 
narrow. He can make a motion that street be returned to its previous status prior to 
August 27th.  Staff should continue to perform a proper study on the cut through traffic 
and take the needed counts. Does not believe there is cut through traffic in the area.  



 
Chairman Johnson asked if the motion was directing staff on conducting a proper by 
pass study. 
 
Mr. Millette asked if the motion being made is not to accept staff report.  
 
Chairman Johnson stated that Yes, that would be the Commission’s recommendation 
to the Village Manager, for the interim, until a proper study is conducted.    
 
 
COMMISSIONER THURSTON MADE A MOTION TO FORWARD A POSITIVE 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO RETURN THE STREET TO 
ITS ORIGINAL NORMAL STATUS PRIOR TO AUGUST 27, 2007 AND THAT STAFF  
CONDUCT A PROPER BY PASS STUDY.   
 
COMMISSIONER STAPLETON SECONDED THE MOTION.    ROLL CALL: 
 
AYE: MR. WENDT, MR. THURSTON, MR. CARLQUIST, MR. STAPLETON, 
 CHAIRMAN JOHNSON 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE:  5:0 
 
 
Chairman Johnson stated the Village Manager has the final say. This was an 
action by staff and the Manager.  
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