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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared amending Chapter 28, Zoning Ordinance, Article XIV, Off-Street Parking 
and Loading.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2006-2011 identified Exceptional Municipal Government.  Supporting 
these goals are the objectives Top Quality Core Services Responsive to Current and Future Community and 
Citizen Needs and More Attractive Commercial Developments. 
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the September 11, 2007 Workshop.  During that meeting, Council raised the 
question of the Village’s current regulations for recreational vehicles stored on properties for extended 
periods of time.  Staff has made minor changes in the recommended ordinance to grandfather recreational 
vehicles owned as of December 31, 2007.  The changes would allow for current recreational vehicles to 
continue to be parked on a hard surface 2.5 feet from the property line as opposed to the new regulation 
which would require a 5 foot setback and screening (e.g. a fence).   Staff has also made minor changes to the 
parking ratios requirements for funeral homes to increase requirements.  
 
Staff recommends approval on the September 18, active agenda. 
  
BACKGROUND 
Staff is proposing modifications to Article XIV, Off-Street Parking and Loading.  The current parking 
ordinance was enacted in 1965 and updated in 1998.  Many of the provisions have not been updated since 
1965.  Specific amendments have been made to the ordinance since that time to ensure compliance with 
other ordinances, but a wholesale review and modernization of the parking ordinance has not taken place 
since it was updated in 1998.  In order to bring the ordinance up to date, staff developed new parking 
standards that reflect current parking and transportation practices.   
 
The primary goals of the proposed revisions are to: 

1. Create better designed parking lots with landscaping and green space. 
2. Simplify the parking regulations. 



3. Update the existing parking use list and number of required parking, stacking, and loading 
spaces. 

 
The revisions fall into three general categories, administrative, design, and regulatory.  The administrative 
revisions include identifying the proper authority for decisions and many housekeeping items.  Design 
changes are proposed to create better developments.  Regulatory changes have been made so the code is 
consistent with current national parking standards.  Additionally, regulatory changes will allow for more 
efficient enforcement of the codes.   

 
Specifically, staff is proposing to make amendments to the following sections: 

Section 28.1400 - Scope of Article 
Section 28.1401 - Control of off-site parking facilities  
Section 28.1402 – Restrictions on use of off-street parking facilities 
Section 28.1403 – Access to parking space and parking facilities 
Section 28.1404 – Location of parking spaces 
Section 28.1405 – Size of parking spaces 
Section 28.1406 – Design of off-street parking areas 
Section 28.1407 – Parking of certain commercial vehicles and equipment in residence districts 

prohibited 
Section 28.1408 – Parking of recreational vehicles, and recreational equipment, and portable storage 

containers in residence district restricted. 
Section 28.1409 – Description and design of off-street loading spaces. 
Section 28.1410 – Number of off-street parking, off-street stacking, and off-street loading spaces 

required. 
Section 28.1411 – Handicap Parking Spaces 
Section 28.1412 – Bicycle Parking 
Section 28.201 – Definitions 
 

The following non-parking sections of the Zoning Ordinance are proposed for revisions based on the 
proposed parking revisions:  
 28.1001 Funeral parlor   28.1003 Group homes   
 28.1006 Outdoor café  28.1013 Nursing homes and sheltered care facilities 
 28.1016 Trailer parks  28.1018 Auto service station   
 28.1205 Nonconforming off street parking  28.1802 Authorized variations 
 
The Plan Commission considered the amendments at their March 12, 2007.  After reviewing the proposed 
revisions, the Commission recommended changes to the ordinance which were subsequently completed by 
staff.  The Plan Commission considered the amendments at their April 2, 2007 meeting and recommended 
approval of the amendments.  Staff concurs with the Plan Commission recommendation. 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:         Plan Commission                  DATE:         September 18, 2007         
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 14 OF THE ZONING CODE
REGARDING OFF-STREET PARKING AND
LOADING PROVISIONS”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

At their meeting of April 4, 2007 the Plan Commission recommended amendments to Article 14 of
the Zoning Ordinance regarding off-street parking and loading provisions.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 14 OF THE ZONING CODE REGARDING 
OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING PROVISIONS 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 

 
Section 1. That Section 28.1400ART. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1400ART. Article XIV. Off-Street Parking and Loading Areas 
 
 
Section 2. That Section 28.1400SEC. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1400SEC. Scope of Article. 
 (a)  Generally.  The off-street parking and loading provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all 
structures and uses and structures. 
 (b)  Increase in intensity of use of a structure.  When the intensity of use of any structure shall be 
increased through additional dwelling units, gross floor area, seating capacity, or other units of measurement, 
parking and loading facilities as required in this Article shall be provided for such increase in intensity of use. 
 (c) Submission of Plot Plan.  Any petition for a building permit, or for a certificate of occupancy 
where no building permit is required, shall include therewith a plot plan and drainage plan, drawn to scale and 
fully dimensioned, showing any parking or loading facilities to be provided in compliance with this 
Ordinance.   
 (d)  Director of Public Works shall mean the Director of Public Works or his/her designee. 
 (e)  Director of Community Development shall mean the Director of Community Development or 
his/her designee. 
 (f)  Parking spaces, both on-street and off-street and size of such, shall be in accordance with Table 1 
in Section 28-1405 (a). 
 
Section 3. That Section 28.1401. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1401. Control of off-site parking facilities. 
 Where required parking facilities are provided on land other than the zoning lot on which the 
structure or use served by such facilities is located, they shall be, and shall remain in the same possession 
or ownership as the zoning lot occupied by the structure or use to which the parking facilities are 
accessory.  No such off-site parking facilities shall be authorized and no building permit shall be issued 
where the plans call for parking facilities other than on the same zoning lot, until and unless the Zoning Board 
of Appeals or the Plan Commission have reviewed the plans and heard the owner and made findings that the 
common ownership or possession of the zoning lot and the size of the parking facilities are reasonably certain 
to continue and that the off-site parking facilities will be maintained at all times during the life of the 
proposed use or structure. Possession shall be by a shared parking agreement, planned development or special 
use.  The shared parking agreement shall comply with Section 28-1410(g).  Planned developments shall 
comply with Section 28-1600, et seq.  Special uses shall comply with Section 28-1900, et seq. 
 
Section 4. That Section 28.1402. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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28.1402. Restrictions on use of off-street parking facilities. 
 (a)  Except as otherwise provided, required accessory off-street parking facilities provided for a 
certain use shall be solely for the temporary parking of passenger automobiles of patrons, occupants (or their 
guests), or employees of that use.  Off-street parking shall not be leased to uses not on-site, including but not 
limited to schools and commuter parking, unless approved by a special use, planned development or shared 
parking agreement.  Property owned by local, state or federal government is exempt from this provision. 
 (b)  Off-street parking facilities shall not be used for the parking of a vehicle or vehicles for the 
purpose of displaying the same for sale unless the principal use of the property on which the parking facility 
is located is the business of selling or leasing used or new vehicles; however, this section shall not prohibit an 
owner or occupant of property in areas zoned residential from displaying vehicles for sale on the property's 
off-street parking facilities provided the vehicle is owned by the owner or occupant of the residential 
property.  Except for flagrant or repeated violations, the Village will endeavor to obtain voluntary compliance 
with the restrictions on displaying cars for sale prior to initiation of enforcement proceedings. 
 (c)  No vehicle repair or service of any kind shall be permitted in conjunction with accessory off-
street parking facilities provided in a residence or business district, except for minor repairs or service on 
vehicles owned by an occupant or resident of the premises. 

 (d)  The sale of gasoline and motor oil in conjunction with off-street parking facilities is not 
permitted in any residence district. 
 (e)  No vehicle having a gross weight in excess of eight thousand (8,000) pounds shall be stored 
overnight on a non-residentially zoned lot unless the vehicle is being used in connection with a business 
currently operating on such lot, if the vehicle is serving a particular business on such lot or if the vehicle is 
providing a service to or activity upon such lot.  
 
Section 5. That Section 28.1403. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1403. Access to parking space and parking facilities. 
 Each required off-street parking space shall open directly upon an aisle or driveway of such width 
and design as to provide safe and efficient means of vehicular access to such parking space.  All off-street 
parking facilities shall be designed with approximateappropriate means of vehicular access to a street or alley 
in such manner as will least interfere with traffic movement.  No single family residential driveway across 
public property or requiring a curb cut shall exceed a width of twenty-five (25) feet, excluding any flared 
pavement portion, as measured at the lot line.  All other uses shall be designed with appropriate means of 
vehicular access as approved by the Director of Public Works. 
 
Section 6. That Section 28.1404. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1404. Location of parking spaces. 
 The location of off-street parking spaces in relation to the use served shall be as prescribed 
hereinafter.  All distances specified shall be walking distances between such parking spaces and a main 
entrance to the use served. Parking setbacks shall be the building setback requirements as set forth in 
Sections 28-1110, 28-1111 and 28-1112, exclusive of any additional setbacks for building height.  Parking 
is prohibited in the transitional yard unless otherwise permitted by Section 28-1113. 
 (a)  Front yards.  Off-street parking spaces may not be located in any required front yards, except as 
follows: 
  (1)  Off-street parking spaces accessory to a single-family residence may be located in any 
driveway that is improved with an hard dustless material, generally asphalt or concrete as appropriate 
surface material approved by the Village EngineerDirector of Public Works. 
  (2)  Off-street parking spaces accessory to any church that was in existence prior to April 
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19, 1965, or prior to the time when the provisions of this Ordinance became applicable thereto, may be 
located in the required front yard, but not within five (5) feet of the front lot line, only to the extent 
necessary to provide the number of parking spaces that would have been required for such church under the 
provisions of Section 28-1410 if such provisions had been applicable thereto at the time of construction or 
occupancy of such church. 
  (3) Off-street parking spaces for properties in the M-1, Light Manufacturing Zoning 
District that are located on the west side of Thatcher Road and also abut the Illinois State Tollway right-of-
way may be located in the required front yard but not less than five (5) feet from the front property line, 
provided that such spaces are located in a parking lot that is improved with an hard dustless material, 
generally asphalt or concrete as appropriate surface material approved by the Village EngineerDirector of 
Public Works. 
  (4)  Off-street parking spaces for properties in the M-1, Light Manufacturing Zoning 
District that front on Douglas Road between Rogers Street on the north and Maple Avenue on the south may 
be located in the required front yard on the Douglas Road frontage, provided that such spaces are located in 
a parking lot that is improved with an hard dustless material, generally asphalt or concrete as appropriate 
surface material approved by the Village EngineerDirector of Public Works. 
 (b)  Residence districts.  Parking spaces accessory to residential usesdwellings shall be located on 
the same zoning lot of record as the use served.  Spaces accessory to uses other than residential uses 
dwellings may be located on a lot adjacent to, or directly across a street or alley from, the lot occupied by 
the use served, but in no case at a distance in excess of three hundred (300) feet from the parking spaces to 
the main entrance to the use servedshall be located on the same lot of record as the primary use unless  
approved by a shared parking agreement, planned development or special use. 
 (c)  Business and manufacturing districts.  All required parking spaces shall be located on the same 
parcel as the primary use unless outlined in an approved shared parking agreement, planned development or 
special use. within one thousand (1,000) feet of the main entrance to the use served, except for spaces 
accessory to dwelling units, which shall be within three hundred (300) feet of the entrance to the dwelling.  
One quarter of all required spaces shall be within three hundred (300) feet of the main entrance to the use 
served.  The remaining required spaces must be within one thousand (1,000) feet of the main entrance to the 
use served provided that businesses which dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises 
may not have parking facilities across an arterial street (designated as such a street on the Downers Grove 
Future Land Use Map) from the business.  However, no No parking spaces accessory to a use in a business 
or manufacturing district shall be located in a residence district unless authorized by the Plan 
CommissionVillage Council as a special use.   
 
Section 7. That Section 28.1405. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1405. Size of parking spaces and stacking lanes. 
 (a) General requirements.  Each parking space in an open off-street parking area shall be at least 18-
1/2 feet in length, except that when the space is to be used for parallel parking, its length shall be at least 23 
feet; and at least 9 feet in width for Class A parking and at least 8-1/2 feet in width for Class B parking (as 
those classes are defined in Section 28-1410(a) herein), measured perpendicular to the sides.  Each parking 
space in an underground, covered or decked parking area shall be at least 8 1/2 feet in width, measured 
perpendicular to the sides, and at least 18 feet in length, except that when the space is to be used for parallel 
parking, its length shall be at least 23 feet.  Such space shall have a vertical clearance of at least 6 feet, 6 
inches.  Aisles shall be at least 24 feet wide for 90 degree parking, 18 feet wide for 60 degree parking, 15 feet 
wide for 45 degree parking and 12 feet wide for parallel parking.  The angle of parking shall be measured 
between the center line of the parking space and the center line of the aisle. 
  (b) Areas Designated for Compact Cars.  A maximum of forty percent of the parking spaces in an 
underground, covered or decked parking area may be reserved for use by compact cars.  Compact cars, for 
purposes of this section, are vehicles measuring no more than 5 1/2 feet in width and no more than 15 feet in 
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length.  Parking spaces reserved for use by compact cars shall be at least 8 feet in width, measured 
perpendicular to the sides, and at least 16 feet in length.  Where spaces are reserved for use by compact cars 
on both sides of an aisle, such aisles shall be at least 22 feet wide.  Where spaces are reserved for use by 
compact cars on only one side of an aisle, such aisles shall be at least 24 feet wide.  Areas reserved for use by 
compact cars shall be clearly marked with signs reading "For Compact Cars Only" or by similar conspicuous 
markings.   
(a)  Standard parking spaces shall have  dimensions as shown in Table 1 and Figure 1 below.  Disabled 
persons parking spaces shall have minimum dimensions as set forth in Section 28-1411(c).  All parking 
dimensions shall be measured from the center line of the stripe delineating the space. 
 
Table 1.  Parking space dimensions in feet 
 

 Angle of Parking 

 Parallel 45° 60° 90° 

Stall Width 7 9 9 9 

Stall Length 21(middle), 24 (ends) 18 19 18 

Aisle Width 14 (one-way), 24 (two-way) 14 15 24 

Module Width  50 53 60 

 
Figure 1.   
 

 
 
(b)  Office and institutional use, excluding medical and dental use, and commuter parking spaces that require 
more than fifty (50) total parking spaces may be reduced by six (6) inches in length and width, except for 
parallel parking spaces, if a parking study demonstrates that parking activity is projected at medium to low 
turnover conditions, defined as Class B or C by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), and that the 
typical parking space in such lot or structure will be occupied by no more than one (1) or two (2) different 
vehicles during the course of the business day. 
(c)  Stacking lanes shall have a minimum width of ten (10) feet.  Stacking lanes shall be interpreted to be used 
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for a line of cars awaiting a type of service.  Stacking lanes shall not interfere with vehicle circulation or be 
used as permanent parking spaces.  Stacking spaces shall be provided as noted in Section 28-1410. 

 
Section 8. That Section 28.1406. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1406. Design of off-street parking areas for five (5) or more parking spaces. 
All parking areas with five (5) or more parking spaces shall conform to the design standards herein. 
 (a)  Surfacing and bumper guards.  All open off-street parking areas, except a single parking spaces 
accessory to a single-family dwelling, shall be properly engineered and improved with a compacted stone 
base, not less than four (4) inches thick, and surfaced with two (2) inches of asphaltic concrete, or some 
comparable all-weather, dustless material, and shall have appropriate bumper guards where needed.  Plans 
and materials shall be approved by the Director of Public Works. 
 (b)  Screening and landscaping.  All open parking areas containing more than four (4) parking spaces 
shall be effectively screened on each side adjoining or fronting on any property situated in a residence district 
or any institutional premises, by a wall, fence, or densely planted, compacted hedge not less than four (4) feet 
nor more than six (6) feet in height.  The required screening fronting on any such property shall conform with 
the setback requirements of the district in which the parking area is located.  Parking Blocks.  Appropriate 
parking blocks shall be installed where necessary to prohibit vehicle overhang onto adjacent pedestrian ways.  
Plans shall be approved by the Director of Public Works.   
 (c)  Lighting.  Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall be directed away from 
residential properties in such a manner as shall not create a nuisance.   
 (c)  Curb and gutter.  Combination concrete curb and gutter or concrete barrier curb is required 
around the perimeter of all parking lots greater than five (5) spaces and around all islands and dividers.  
Alternatives to curb and gutter which comply with the Village’s Best Management Practices for Stormwater 
shall be allowed.  Other alternatives to concrete curb and gutter may be allowed at the sole discretion of the 
Director of Public Works.   
 (d)  Striping.  Striping consisting of one parallel line, four inches in width and required length as per 
Table 1, Section 28-1405(a), shall be provided for each parking space.  Striping of each parking space shall 
be painted in yellow or white.  Disabled persons accessible spaces must be painted with the standard ADA 
white symbol on blue background, and accompanied by the R7-8 sign.   
 (e)  Slope and drainage.  The recommended slope of a parking lot to the drain is a minimum 1%, 
with a 1.5% or 2% recommended minimum in all directions 
 (f)  Perimeter parking lot screening and landscaping.  All open parking areas containing more than 
five (5) parking spaces shall be subject to the following conditions as noted below and shown in Figures 2A 
through 2D. 
  (1) Front yards: 
 (i) Where a parking lot is located across a street from a residentially zoned property, landscaping and 
screening shall be provided as follows: 
  (a) Continuous landscaping shall be provided along one hundred percent (100%) of the 

parking lot perimeter, exclusive of driveways or other appurtenances, to a minimum 
height of thirty inches (30”) at maturity.  Landscaping shall be provided in plant 
groupings of no less than three (3) live plants.  Landscaping may consist of 
deciduous and evergreen shrubs, ornamental grasses and trees, and perennials.  
Shrubs, grasses and perennials shall be a minimum twelve inches (12”) in height at 
time of installation.  Ornamental trees shall be a minimum of four feet (4’) in height 
at time of installation. 

  (b) Shade or ornamental trees shall be provided within the landscaped area at a rate of 
not less than one (1) tree per forty feet (40’) of frontage, rounded to the nearest 
whole number.  Shade trees shall have a minimum of two inch (2”) caliper at time 
of installation.  If parkway trees exist or are required, such parkway trees may be 
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counted toward compliance with the perimeter landscaping requirements. 
 (ii) Where a parking lot is located across a street from a non-residentially zoned property, 
landscaping and screening shall be provided as follows:  
  (a) Landscaping shall be provided along fifty percent (50%) of the parking lot 

perimeter, exclusive of driveways or other appurtenances, to a minimum height of 
thirty inches (30”) at maturity.  Landscaping shall be provided in plant groupings of 
no less than three (3) live plants.  Landscaping may consist of deciduous and 
evergreen shrubs, ornamental grasses and trees, and perennials.  Shrubs, grasses and 
perennials shall be a minimum twelve inches (12”) in height at time of installation.  
Ornamental trees shall be a minimum of four feet (4’) in height at time of 
installation. 

  (b) Shade or ornamental trees shall be provided within the landscaped area at a rate of 
not less than one (1) tree per forty feet (40’) of frontage, rounded to the nearest 
whole number.  Shade trees shall have a minimum of two inch (2”) caliper at time 
of installation.  If parkway trees exist or are required, such parkway trees may be 
counted toward compliance with the perimeter landscaping requirements. 

  (2) Rear and side yards: 
 (i) Where a parking lot is located adjacent to a residentially zoned property, landscaping and 
screening shall be provided as follows: 
  (a) A solid wood fence, wall, or comparable barrier shall be provided along one 

hundred percent (100%) of the parking lot perimeter immediately adjacent to a 
residentially zoned property to a minimum height of six feet (6’).   

  (b) Landscaping shall be provided along fifty percent (50%) of the parking lot 
perimeter to a minimum height of four feet (4’) at maturity.  Landscaping shall be 
provided in plant groupings of no less than three (3) live plants.  Landscaping may 
consist of deciduous and evergreen shrubs, ornamental grasses and trees, and 
perennials.  Shrubs, grasses and perennials shall be a minimum twelve inches (12”) 
in height at time of installation.  Ornamental trees shall be a minimum of four feet 
(4’) in height at time of installation. 

  (c) Shade trees, a minimum of two inch (2”) caliper at time of installation, shall be 
provided at a rate of not less than one (1) tree per forty feet (40’) of the parking lot, 
rounded to the nearest whole number.  

 (ii) Where a parking lot is located adjacent to a non-residentially zoned property, landscaping shall 
be provided as follows: 
  (a) Landscaping shall be provided along fifty percent (50%) of the parking lot 

perimeter to a minimum height of three feet (3’) at maturity.  Landscaping shall be 
provided in plant groupings of no less than three (3) live plants.  Landscaping shall 
consist of any combination of shade and ornamental trees, deciduous and evergreen 
shrubs, and other live plant materials.  Shrubs, grasses and perennials shall be a 
minimum twelve inches (12”) in height at time of installation.  Ornamental trees 
shall be a minimum of four feet (4’) in height at time of installation. 

  (3) Perimeter landscape islands shall be located along the perimeter of the parking lot so that no more than 
twenty (20) adjacent parking spaces are located in any length of a single row without a landscape island.  All 
landscaped islands shall either be crowned to provide positive drainage or comply with the Village’s Best 
Management Practices for Stormwater.  
  (4) Except where occupied by planting beds and trees, all perimeter parking lot landscaping shall be sodded 
or seeded with turf grass.  Alternatives to sod or seed which comply with the Village’s Best Management 
Practices for Stormwater shall be allowed. 
  (5) All perimeter parking lot landscaping and screening requirements may be calculated as contributing to 
the open landscaped green space requirements set forth in Section 28.1106. 
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  (6) All perimeter parking lot landscaping shall be located outside of required driveway vision triangles.  
  (7) A proposed landscape plan and landscape materials list shall be submitted to and approved by the 
Village Forester prior to issuance of a building permit. 
  (8) Where landscaping is required adjacent to a landscaped Village parkway, new landscaping shall 
compliment and be consistent with existing landscape treatments. 
  (9) Continuous and regular maintenance of landscaping is required, including but not limited to the upkeep 
of live plant material and removal of invasive species.  Failure to maintain landscaping will be deemed a 
violation of this ordinance. 
 (g)  Interior parking lot landscaping.  Interior parking lot landscaping shall be subject to the 
following conditions as noted below and shown in Figures 2A through 2D. 
  (1) Landscape islands shall be located at the end of each parking row and provided within the parking lot to 
divide a parking row so that no more than twenty (20) adjacent parking spaces are located in any length of a 
single row without a landscape island.  All landscaped islands shall either be crowned to provide positive 
drainage or comply with the Village’s Best Management Practices for Stormwater. 
  (2) Landscape islands shall be a minimum of one hundred twenty (120) square feet in area and shall be a 
minimum of seven (7) feet in width, as measured from the back of curb to back of curb.   
  (3) Landscaped dividers shall be provided between every three (3) parking modules and shall be at least six 
(6) feet in width.  All landscaped dividers shall either be crowned to provide positive drainage or comply with 
the Village’s Best Management Practices for Stormwater. 
  (4) One shade tree of a minimum two inch (2”) caliper shall be provided for each one hundred twenty (120) 
square feet of landscape island, rounded to the nearest whole number. 
  (5) One shade tree of a minimum two inch (2”) caliper shall be provided at a rate of not less than one (1) tree 
per forty feet (40’) of the divider length, rounded to the nearest whole number. 
  (6) A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of every landscaped island and divider shall be planted with live plant 
material, such as perennials, ground cover, shrubs, or turf grass to a maximum height of thirty inches (30”) at 
maturity.  The remaining area of the landscaped island and divider shall be covered in organic mulch. 
  (7) All interior landscaped islands and dividers measuring 500 square feet and more may be calculated as 
contributing to the open landscaped green space requirements in Section 28.1106.  Interior landscaped islands 
and dividers measuring less than 500 square feet may not be calculated as contributing to the open landscaped 
green space requirements. 
  (8) A proposed landscape plan and landscape materials list shall be submitted to and approved by the 
Village Forester prior to issuance of a building permit. 
  (9) Continuous and regular maintenance of landscaping is required, including but not limited to the upkeep 
of live plant material and removal of invasive species.  Failure to maintain landscaping will be deemed a 
violation of this ordinance. 
 
Figure 2.  Typical landscape treatments. 
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 (h)   Screening of refuse disposal area.  All refuse disposal and grease storage containers shall be 
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located on an appropriately designed concrete pad and apron and be screened on four (4) sides by a solid 
commercial grade wood fence, wall, or equivalent material to a height of six feet (6’).  The enclosure shall be 
used strictly for refuse and grease containers and shall not be used for outside storage of any materials or 
equipment.  Enclosure doors shall be situated such that, to the greatest extent possible, they do not face 
towards an abutting property, sidewalk, or street.  Residential units utilizing curbside service are exempt from 
screening requirements. 
 (i)  Lighting. Lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall apply to parcels containing 
more than five (5) parking spaces.  Such lighting shall conform to the following conditions: 
  (1) A photometric site plan for proposed off-street parking facilities shall be prepared by a 
professional lighting consultant and submitted to the Director of Public Works for approval.  The photometric 
plan shall include the following information: 
   (i) Location of and catalog cut sheet for all proposed light fixtures, including those 
used for site lighting, canopy lighting and exterior building lighting. 
   (ii) Calculations showing contours of individual illumination values in foot-candles.  
The contours shall include property lines and five feet (5’) beyond.   
   (iii) A summary calculation table showing average foot-candles, minimum foot-
candles, maximum foot candles, average-minimum uniformity ratio, and foot-candles at property lines and 
five feet (5’) beyond. 
  (2) Illumination shall be provided in accordance with the standards of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) as shown in Table 2. 
 
Table 2.  Illumination Standards 
 

IESNA Parking Lot Level of 
Activity 

Average Minimum Average to minimum 
uniformity ratio 

HIGH - (major athletic and cultural 
events, retail space over 300ksf, 
fast food, entertainment, theaters) 

3.6 0.9 4:1 

MEDIUM - (office parks, hospital, 
multi-family, retail up to 300ksf) 

2.4 0.6 4:1 

LOW - (industrial, educational, 
religious, retail up to 5ksf 

0.8 0.2 4:1 

Units are in foot candles 

 
  (3) All lighting used to illuminate parking areas shall be directed away from residential 
properties in such a manner as shall not create a nuisance.  Exterior lighting shall be designed at or below the 
average maintained foot-candles at the property line as shown in Table 3. 
 
 
Table 3.  Average maintained foot-candles at property lines. 
 

 Horizontal foot candles 

Residential to residential 0.10 

Non-residential to non-residential 2.00 

Non-residential to residential 0.10 
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  (4) Exceptions: 
   (i) Automobile sales lots may have an average illumination between 35 and 70 foot-
candles on the first 25 feet of pavement area adjacent to a street or Illinois State Tollway Authority right-of-
way.  The remainder of the lot shall conform to the IESNA high parking lot level of activity as set forth in 
Table 2 and Table 3. 
   (ii) Gas station canopies may have an average of illumination on the pavement area 
underneath the canopy and around fuel pumps between 35 and 70 foot-candles.  The remainder of the lot 
shall conform to the IESNA high parking lot level of activity as set forth in Table 2 and Table 3. 
   (iii) Bank and credit union drive-up canopies may have an average illumination on 
the pavement area underneath the drive-up canopy and around Automated Teller Machines that meet Federal 
regulations.  The remainder of the bank and credit union parking lot shall conform to the IESNA high parking 
lot level of activity as set forth in Table 2 and Table 3. 
  (5) All parking lot light fixtures in residential districts shall be no taller than twenty feet 
(20’).  All parking lot light fixtures in non-residential districts shall be no taller than thirty feet (30’).   
  (6) All parking area lighting shall be directed, shaded, shielded, or otherwise located to 
minimize perceived glare on adjacent properties or streets. 
  (7) All lighting for business and office uses adjacent to residential districts shall be 
extinguished or reduced to security level intensity no later than thirty (30) minutes after the close of business 
of the use being served. 
  (8) All present non-conforming off-street parking areas shall be equipped with the lighting 
required by this section upon the obsolescence or replacement of the existing lighting. 
 
Section 9. That Section 28.1407. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1407. Parking of certain commercial vehicles and equipment in residence districts. 
 No vehicle having a gross vehicle weight (including vehicle and attached equipment and maximum 
load) in excess of eight thousand (8,000) pounds, except vehicles registered as recreational vehicles under the 
Illinois Motor Vehicle Code; and no contractor's equipment, materials, supplies and tools, including the 
trailers used to haul such items and snow plow blades, shall be stored or parked on any lot in any residence 
district, unless: 
 (a)  such vehicle, equipment, supplies or tools are wholly enclosed within a building, or 
 (b)  such vehicle, equipment, supplies or tools are being used in connection with a legitimate service 
actually being rendered for the benefit of such lot. 
 
Section 10. That Section 28.1408. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1408. Parking of recreational vehicles, recreational equipment, utility trailers and portable 
storage containers in residence district restricted. 
(a)  Recreational vehicles located on a zoning lot prior to December 31, 2007 shall comply with the following 
regulations:   
 (1)  Not more than one (1) recreational vehicle and one (1) piece of recreational equipment or utility 
trailer shall be parked or stored in the rear or side lot of any lot in any residence district.  Provided the 
recreational vehicle and piece of recreational equipment shall be located in conformity with the setback 
requirement applicable to the principal structures on such lot and are located no closer than two and a half (2 
½) feet to any side or rear lot line thereof.  A single non-motor vehicle with not more than one (1) watercraft 
or not more than two (2) snowmobiles, personal watercrafts or specialty prop-crafts, shall constitute one (1) 
piece of recreational equipment.  Recreational vehicles and equipment may not be stored in the required front 
yard.  
 (2)  Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, any recreational vehicle,  piece of 
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recreational equipment or utility trailer may be temporarily parked in the rear or side yard of a lot in a 
residence district if the Director of Community Development is given prior notice of the date or dates for 
such temporary parking and of the address of such lot.  Temporary parking is the parking of such vehicles 
during any period not exceeding any aggregate of 10 days (which may or may not be consecutive) within any 
period of 30 consecutive days. 
 (3)  If a recreational vehicle, piece of recreational equipment or utility trailer is parked in a 
residentially zoned property pursuant to subsections (1) or (2) above, the vehicle or piece of equipment shall 
be parked on an improved area constructed of a hard dustless material, generally asphalt, brick pavers or 
concrete. 
 (4)  Recreational vehicles, equipment or utility trailers stored or parked in residence districts shall be 
owned by the property owner or occupant.  
(b)  Recreational vehicles located on a zoning lot after December 31, 2007 shall comply with the following 
regulations: 
 (a1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, not more than one (1) recreational vehicle and one 
(1) piece of recreational equipment or utility trailer shall be parked or stored in the open onrear or side lot of 
any lot in any residence district.  Provided the recreational vehicle and piece of recreational equipment shall 
be located in conformity with the setback requirement applicable to the principal structures on such lot and 
are located no closer than two and a half (2 ½) feet to any side or rear lot line thereof.  A single non-motor 
vehicle with not more than one (1) watercraft or not more than two (2) snowmobiles, personal watercrafts or 
specialty prop-crafts, shall constitute one (1) piece of recreational equipment.  Recreational vehicles, 
equipment and utility trailers may not be stored in the required front yard.  
 (b2)  Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, any recreational vehicle,  or piece of 
recreational equipment or utility trailer may be temporarily parked on any portion in the rear or side yard of a 
lot in a residence district if the Director of the VillageCommunity Development is given prior notice of the 
date or dates for such temporary parking and of the address of such lot.  Temporary parking is the parking of 
such vehicles during any period not exceeding any aggregate of 10 days (which may or may not be 
consecutive) within any period of 30 consecutive days. 
 (c3)  If a recreational vehicle, or piece of recreational equipment or utility trailer is parked in a front 
yardresidentially zoned property pursuant to subsections (a1) or (b2) above, the vehicle or piece of equipment 
shall be parked on an improved drivewayarea constructed of a hard dustless material, generally asphalt, brick 
pavers or concrete. 
 (d4)  Recreational vehicles, and equipment or utility trailers stored or parked in residence districts 
shall be owned by the property owner or occupant, except in cases of temporary parking or storage.  
 (5)  Any recreational vehicle, recreational equipment or utility trailer stored in a rear or side yard of a 
residential district shall be screened on at least three sides by either a single row of evergreens a minimum of 
four (4) feet in height at the time of planting or a six (6) foot fence.  The screening shall be placed so that all 
abutting property owners are screened.  
 (6) The recreational vehicle, recreational equipment, or utility trailer shall be properly licensed.   
 (7) No recreational vehicle, equipment, or utility trailer shall have its wheels removed or be affixed 
to the ground so as to prevent its ready removal. 
 (8) No parked or stored recreational vehicle shall be used for living, sleeping, or business purposes. 
(c) Portable storage containers on residentially zoned property:  
  (1)  Containers may be temporarily stored for a period not exceeding any aggregate of 90 

days (which may or may not be consecutive) within any period of 12 consecutive months.  
At the sole discretion of  the Director of Community Development, an additional maximum 
of 90 days may be granted. 

  (2)  No more than one (1) container shall be located on any one (1) detached single-family  
residentially zoned property.  No more than one (1) container per one (1) attached 
single-family or multiple-family building shall be allowed. 

  (3)  No containers shall have dimensions greater than sixteen (16) feet  in length, eight (8) 
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feet in width, and eight and one-half (8 1/2) feet in height. 
  (4)  Containers must be setback a minimum of five (5) feet from all property lines. 
  (5)  Containers must be placed on an improved hard, dustless surface, generally asphalt, 

brick pavers, or concrete.  In no case shall such containers be located in required landscape 
areas, open space, stormwater basins, or any other location that may cause hazardous 
conditions, constitute a threat to public safety, or create a condition detrimental to 
surrounding land uses and developments. 

(d) Portable storage containers on non-residentially zoned property: 
 (1)  Containers may be temporarily stored for a period not exceeding any aggregate of 90 

days (which may or may not be consecutive) within any period of 12 consecutive months.  
At the sole discretion of  the Director of Community Development, an additional maximum 
of 90 days may be granted. 

  (2)  No more than three (3) containers may be located on any single non-residentially zoned 
property.  

  (3)  No containers shall have dimensions greater than twenty (20) feet in length, eight (8) 
feet in width, and eight and one-half (8 1/2) feet in height. 

  (4)  Containers shall be required to meet all setback requirements for buildings and be 
separated by no more than ten (10) feet from the principal building. 

  (5)  No containers shall be placed or located on a required parking space, circulation 
aisle/lane, or fire access lane. 

  (6)  Vertical stacking of containers and stacking of any other materials or merchandise on 
top of any portable storage container shall be prohibited. No running gear shall be left 
underneath any portable storage container.  

  (7)  Containers shall be placed on an improved hard, dustless surface, generally asphalt, 
brick pavers or concrete.  In no case shall such containers be located in required landscape 
areas, open space,  stormwater basins or any other location that may cause hazardous 
conditions, constitute a threat to public safety or create a condition detrimental to 
surrounding land uses and developments. 

 
Section 11. That Section 28.1409. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1409. Off-street loading spaces. 
 (a)  Location.  All required off-street loading spaces shall be located on the same zoning lot as the 
use served.  No off-street loading space for vehicles over two (2) tons capacity shall be closer than fifty (50) 
feet to any property in a residence district unless completely enclosed by a building wall or uniformly painted 
solid fence or wall, or any combination thereof, not less than six (6) feet in height.  No permitted or required 
off-street loading space shall be located within twenty-five (25) feet of the nearest point of intersection of any 
two (2) street rights-of-way.  Uses for which off-street loading spaces are required herein but which are 
located in buildings of less gross floor area than the minimum prescribed for such required spaces, shall be 
provided with adequate receiving facilities off any adjacent alley, service drive, or open space on the same lot 
which is accessible by motor vehicles. 
 (b)  Access.  Each required off-street loading space shall be designed with appropriate means of 
vehicular access to a street or alley in a manner which will leastnot interfere with street and parking lot traffic 
movements and subject to approval of the Director of Public Works.  No portion of any loading space may be 
located within a public right-of-way. 
 (c)  Surfacing.  All open off-street loading spaces shall be properly engineered and improved with a 
compacted stone base, not less than eight (8) inches thick,surfaced with not less than two (2) inches of 
asphaltic concrete or some comparable and improved with an all-weather, dustless material, generally asphalt 
or concrete.  Plans and materials shall be submitted to and approved by the Director of Public Works. 
 (d)  Automobile repair prohibited.  No vehicle repair work or service of any kind shall be permitted 
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in conjunction with off-street loading spaces provided in any residence or business district. 
 (e)  Cannot be used to satisfy off-street parking requirements.  Space allocated to any off-street 
loading space shall not, while so allocated, be used to satisfy the space requirements for any off-street parking 
spaces or portions thereof. 
 (f)  Size.  Unless otherwise specified, a required off-street loading space shall be at least twelve (12) 
feet in width (measured perpendicular to the sides) and at least fifty-five (55) feet in length, exclusive of aisle 
and maneuvering space, and shall have a vertical clearance of at least fourteen (14) feet. 
 (g)  Slope and drainage.  The loading space shall be sloped to provide for drainage as shown in 
Figure 3 below. 
 
Figure 3.  Loading dock sloping design requirements. 
 

 
 
 (gh)  Central loading.  Central off-street loading spaces for a group of contiguous zoning lots may be 
substituted for loading berths on individual zoning lots, provided the following conditions are met: 
 (1)   Each zoning lot served shall have direct access to the central loading area without crossing 
streets or alleys at grade; 
 (2)   Total spaces provided shall meet the requirements based on the sum of the several types of 
uses served (area of types of use may be totaled before computing number of off-street loading spaces); 
 (3)   No zoning lot served shall be more than five hundred (500) feet removed from the central 
loading area. 
 (4)   The tunnel or ramp connecting the central loading area with the zoning lot served shall be at 
least seven (7) feet in width and have a vertical clearance of at least seven (7) feet.   
 (i)  Required loading spaces.  Loading spaces shall be provided as set forth in Table 4, Section 28-
1410. 
 
Section 12. That Section 28.1410. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1410. Number of off-street parking and off-street loading spaces required. 
(a)  Operation and design of oOff-street parking, off-street stacking and off-street loading and unloading 
facilities shall be provided in accordance with Table 1 (Section 28.1405(a)) and Table 4 below. the 
following schedule:  Disabled persons accessible parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with 
Section 28-1411(a) 
(b) For the purpose of calculating the minimum number of parking spaces, Gross Floor Area (gfa) is the 
sum of the gross horizontal areas of several floors of a building or portion thereof devoted to a use requiring 
off street parking or loading.  GFA shall not include floor space devoted primarily to the housing of 
mechanical or electrical equipment, elevator shafts, stairwells, storage (except as otherwise noted herein), 
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commercial kitchen areas, ramps, aisles, and maneuvering space devoted to off-street parking or loading 
facilities, or basement floor space unless the area is devoted to merchandising activities, the production or 
processing of goods, business or professional offices, or dwelling uses. 
(c)  Parking ratios shall be defined as x spaces per 1,000 square feet (ksf).  
 
Table 4.   
 

 Minimum Required 
Use Parking Stacking Loading 

ksf = 1,000 square feet; gfa = gross floor area 
Residential Uses 

Single Family, Attached Single 
Family, Multi-Family Dwellings 
(except those in DB district) 

2 per dwelling unit N/A  Under 30 ksf = 0 
30 ksf - 200 ksf = 1 

200+ ksf = 1 per 200 ksf 
Multi-Family Dwellings in DB 
Downtown Business District 

1.4 per dwelling unit N/A  

Group Homes 0.5 per bed N/A  

Elderly Housing (Assisted Living) 0.4 per bed N/A  

Elderly Housing (Independent 
Living) 

0.6 per dwelling unit N/A  

Commercial Lodging 1.25 per room plus 10 per 
ksf gfa of restaurant/bar 

plus 20 per ksf gfa of 
meeting/banquet space 

N/A  

 
 
 

 Minimum Required 
Use Parking Stacking Loading 

ksf = 1,000 square feet; gfa = gross floor area 
Institutional Uses 

Day Care Center, Preschool, 
Nursery School 

4 per ksf gfa 1 per ksf gfa, not to 
exceed 10 

Under 10 ksf = 0 
10 ksf - 100 ksf = 1 

100+ ksf = 1 per 100 ksf 
Elementary School 0.10 per student N/A  

Jr. High School 0.10 per student N/A  

Senior High School 0.30 per student N/A  

Vocational or Trade School 1 per employee plus 0.33 
per student 

N/A  

College or University Parking Study Required N/A  

 
 
 

 Minimum Required 
Use Parking Stacking Loading 

ksf = 1,000 square feet; gfa = gross floor area 
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Cultural, Entertainment and Sports Facilities 

Religious Centers (except 
Churches in existence as of 
January 14, 1991 located within 
1,000 feet of the DB Downtown 
Business District) 

0.25 of capacity N/A Under 10 ksf = 0 
10 ksf - 100 = 1 

100+ ksf = 1 per 100 ksf 

Churches in existence as of 
January 14, 1991 and located 
within 1,000 feet of the DB 
Downtown Business District 

0.12 of capacity N/A  

Swimming Pool, Public or Private 10 per ksf water plus 
affiliated uses 

N/A  

Tennis Court or Club 2.25 per court N/A  

Public Parks 5 per acre N/A  

Private Clubs, Lodges, Meeting 
Halls, Fraternal Institutions 

4 per ksf gfa N/A  

Bowling Alleys 4 per lane plus affiliated 
uses 

N/A  

Stadiums, Auditoriums, 
Amphitheaters, Arenas 

30% of capacity N/A  

Theater (Live) 0.4 per seat N/A  

Theater (movie) 0.33 per seat N/A  

Gyms, Health and Fitness Clubs 5 per ksf gfa N/A  

Community Centers 0.25 per capacity N/A  

Libraries 5 per ksf gfa N/A  

Cultural Institutions and Museums 2 per ksf gfa N/A  

 
 
 
 

 
Minimum Required 

Use Parking Stacking Loading 
ksf = 1,000 square feet; gfa = gross floor area 

Services 

Offices 3.3 per ksf gfa N/A Under 10 ksf = 0 
10 ksf - 100 ksf = 1 

100+ ksf = 1 per 100 ksf 
Medical and Dental Clinics 
(Inpatient) 

5.0 per ksf gfa N/A  

Medical and Dental Clinics 
(Outpatient Only) 

4.5 per ksf gfa N/A  

Hospitals 7.7 per bed N/A  

Funeral Parlors 15 per ksf gfa N/A  

Banks and Financial Institutions 4 per ksf gfa 4 per drive-thru 
lane 
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Carry Out Restaurants 3.5 per ksf ffa 8 per drive-through 
lane, minimum of 3 
between order and 
pick-up, plus 
escape lane 

 
Under 7 ksf = 0 

7 ksf - 60 ksf = 1 
60 ksf - 100 ksf = 2 

100+ ksf = 1 per 200 ksf 
Fast Food Restaurants 15.0 per ksf gfa or 1 per 4 

seats, whichever is greater 
8 per drive-through 
lane, minimum of 3 
between order and 
pick-up, plus 
escape lane 

 

Restaurants 16.0 per ksf gfa or 1 per 4 
seats, whichever is greater 

N/A  

Restaurants with Lounges 22.5 per ksf gfa or 1 per 4 
seats, whichever is greater 

N/A  

Taverns, Lounges, Clubs 22.5 per ksf gfa  N/A  

Automobile Dealerships 2 per ksf of showroom plus 
0.4 per ksf outdoor display 
space plus 2 per service bay 

2 per service bay  

Automobile Car Wash (Full- and 
Self-Service) 

2 plus 0.5 per employee 2 per service bay 
entering plus 2 per 
bay exiting 

 

Automobile Maintenance and 
Repair 

1 per service bay 2 per service bay  

Service Station 1 per gas pump island plus 
1 per service bay plus 3.3 
per ksf retail gfa 

1 per service bay  

Furniture, Appliance Store 1.67 per ksf gfa N/A  

Beauty Shop, Barber Shop, Salon 3 per treatment station N/A  

Retail Services not otherwise 
classified 

3.5 per ksf gfa 3 per drive-thru 
lane 

 

Retail Goods not otherwise 
classified 

3.5 per ksf gfa 3 per drive-thru 
lane 

 

Grocery Store (over 20,000 square 
feet) 

6.0 per ksf gfa 3 per drive-thru 
lane 

 

Shopping Center 4.0 per ksf gfa N/A  

Pharmacy 4.0 per ksf gfa 3 per drive-thru 
lane 

 

Home Improvement Superstore 4.45 per ksf gfa N/A  

Discount Superstore, Clubs 3.3 per ksf gfa N/A  

 
 
 
 

 Minimum Required 
Use Parking Stacking Loading 

ksf = 1,000 square feet; gfa = gross floor area 

Industrial 

Self-Storage Facility 0.2 per ksf gfa N/A Under 7 ksf = 0 
7 ksf - 40 ksf = 1 

40 ksf - 100 ksf = 2 
100+ ksf = 1 per 100 ksf 
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Warehouse 0.67 per ksf gfa N/A  

Manufacturing and Light 
Industrial 

1.17 per ksf gfa N/A  

Research & Development 1.17 per ksf gfa N/A  

 
 
 CLASS A PARKING 
 (Stall Size 9' x 18.5') 

 
USE 

NUMBER OF PARKING 
SPACES WHICH SHALL BE 

PROVIDED 

OFF-STREET LOADING 
AND UNLOADING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL 
BE PROVIDED 

DB Downtown Business District 1.4 per dwelling unit with at least 
1 parking space designated for 
each dwelling unit 

None required 

Single-family attached and 
detached, two-family and multi-
family dwelling units  

2 per dwelling unit 
 
 

None required 
 

Senior citizen housing .5 per bedroom except in the DB 
Downtown Business District, .3 
per dwelling unit 

None required 

Sheltered care facilities .5 per bed 1 plus 1 additional for each 
100,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Motels, hotels, lodging houses 
 
 

1 per lodging unit 1 for each structure over 
20,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Commercial (except as specifically 
provided below) 
 
 

1 per 300 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

1 for every structure over 
10,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area plus 1 for each additional 
100,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Furniture, appliance stores, 
Automobile Dealership, 
Automobile Laundry, Automobile 
Repair, machinery sales 

1 per 600 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

1 plus 1 additional for each 
25,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Churches, (except churches in 
existence as of January 14, 1991 
located within 1,000 ft. of the DB 
Downtown Business District) 
indoor theaters, auditoriums, and 
other places of assembly. 

1 for every 3 persons permitted in 
main auditorium area according to 
capacity standards of building 
code 

1 for each structure over 
100,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Churches in existence as of 
January 14, 1991 and located 
within 1,000 ft. of the DB 
Downtown Business District. 

35% of the parking space 
requirements for churches 
generally as set forth in this 
section 

 None required 

Funeral parlors 1 per every 100 sq. ft. of gross 
area 

 None required 
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USE 

NUMBER OF PARKING 
SPACES WHICH SHALL BE 

PROVIDED 

OFF-STREET LOADING 
AND UNLOADING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL 
BE PROVIDED 

Hospitals, rest homes, nursing 
homes, etc. 

1.2 parking spaces per bed 1 plus 1 additional for each 
100,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Medical offices, clinics or related 
medical services when located in a 
building for medical offices 

1 per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area for the first 5,000 sq. ft.; 1 
per 200 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
for the next 20,000 sq. ft.; 1 per 
400 sq. ft. of gross floor area for 
the remainder of the building 

1 for each structure over 
40,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Establishments dispensing food or 
beverages for consumption on the 
premises other than restaurants 
with lounges 

1 per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area, excluding areas exclusively 
devoted to permanent storage 
purposes (e.g. walk-in freezers, 
storage coolers or dry storage 
areas) the are not open to the 
general public. 

1 for each structure over 
10,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

Restaurants with lounges 1 per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area of the restaurant, excluding 
areas exclusively devoted to 
permanent storage purpose (e.g. 
walk-in freezers, storage coolers 
or dry storage areas) that are not 
open to the general public, plus 3 
per 100 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
of the lounge 

1 for each structure over 
10,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

 
 
 CLASS B PARKING 
 (Stall Size 8.5' x 18.5') 

 
 

USE 

 
NUMBER OF PARKING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL BE 
PROVIDED 

OFF-STREET LOADING 
AND UNLOADING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL 
BE PROVIDED 

Manufacturing 1 per 500 sq. ft. of floor area 1 for each structure plus 1 for 
each 60,000 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area over 40,000 sq. ft. 

Warehousing 
 
 

1 per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area 1 for each structure plus 1 for 
each 60,000 sq. ft. of gross 
floor area over 40,000 sq. ft. 

Parking lots, open and other than 
accessory for the storage of private 
passenger automobiles 
 
 

Not applicable Not applicable 

Printing, lithographing, or 1 per 850 sq.ft. of floor area 1 for each structure plus 1 for 
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publishing establishments for letter 
press, business cards, 
mimeographing and other similar 
custom services, newspaper 
publishing, including engraving and 
photo-engraving 

each 60,000 sq.ft. of gross 
floor area over 40,000 sq.ft. 

 
CLASS A PARKING FOR LESS THAN 50 SPACES 
CLASS B PARKING FOR 50 OR MORE SPACES 

 
 

USE 

 
NUMBER OF PARKING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL BE 
PROVIDED 

OFF-STREET LOADING 
AND UNLOADING 

SPACES WHICH SHALL 
BE PROVIDED 

Offices, banks or public 
administration 

1 per 400 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

1 for each structure over 
40,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
area 

 
 
 (b)  In the event that the calculation of the number of off-street parking spaces required by this 
Article results in a requirement of a fractional space, any fraction shall be counted as one (1) parking space. 
 (d) Computation of parking spaces. 
 (1) If in determining the number of off-street parking spaces required by this Ordinance, the 
computation results in a requirement of a fractional space, any fraction of less than one-half (1/2) may be 
disregarded, while a fraction of one-half (1/2) or more shall be counted as one parking space.  
 (2) When parking spaces are required on the basis of capacity, capacity shall be determined based 
on the occupancy standards established by the Village of Downers Grove building code. 
 (3) In stadia, auditoria, religious centers, and other places of assembly in which patrons or 
spectators occupy benches, pews, or other similar seating facilities, each twenty inches (20") of such seating 
facility shall be counted as one seat for the purpose of determining the requirement for off street parking 
facilities under this code. 
 (4) When parking spaces are required on the basis of the number of customers, students, or similar 
measure, the maximum number for which the structure is designed shall govern, except that when the 
structure has no design capacity the maximum number present at any one time shall govern. When parking 
spaces are required on the basis of the number of employees, the number of employees working during the 
largest work shift shall govern. 
 (ce)  Off-street parking facilities for separate uses may be provided collectively if the total 
number of spaces so provided collectively is not less than the sum of the separate requirements for each 
such use and provided that all regulations governing location of accessory parking spaces in relation to 
the use served are adhered to.  Further, no parking space or portion thereof shall serve as a required space 
for more than one use unless otherwise authorized by the Zoning Board of Appeals or Plan Commission 
through a shared parking agreement as a variation in accordance with this Zoning Ordinance. 

 (df)  When two (2) or more uses are located on the same zoning lot or within the same building, 
parking spaces equal in number to the sum of the separate requirements for each such use shall be 
provided.  No parking spaces or portion thereof shall serve as a required space for more than one use 
unless otherwise authorized by the BoardPlan Commission through a shared parking agreementas a special 
use in accordance with this Zoning Ordinance.   
 (g) Shared Parking.  In commercial and mixed use developments, the Village may consider the 
utilization of shared parking where uses with different peak parking demands (hours of operation) use the 
same off-street parking spaces to meet their off-street parking requirements. 
 (1) The applicant/owner shall calculate and provide narrative and mathematical documentation to 
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the Director of Public Works concerning the potential reduction in the number of parking space through a 
shared parking study.  Shared parking studies shall follow the latest guidelines from the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) or the Urban Land Institute (ULI). 
 (2) An agreement providing for the shared parking spaces, executed by the parties involved, shall be 
provided to the Village.  Agreements shall guarantee long-term availability of the parking, commensurate 
with the use served by the parking.  If the agreement is no longer in force, then parking must be provided as 
otherwise required by this Section. 
 (3) The shared parking agreement shall be reviewed by the Plan Commission at a duly noticed 
public hearing.  If no other action is requested, the Plan Commission shall approve, approve with conditions, 
or deny the application.  The Plan Commission shall make a recommendation to the Village Council 
pursuant to Section 28.1600 for Planned Developments and 28.1900 for Special Uses. 

 (eh)  For uses not speficically listed in the foregoing schedule of parking requirementsTable 4, 
parking spaces shall be provided on the same basis as required for the most similar listed use, or as 
determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals or Director of Community Development, and off-street loading 
spaces shall be provided in adequate number and size to serve such use as determined by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals or Plan CommissionDirector of Community Development. 
       (fi)  The DB Downtown Business District isExcept as provided herein, non-residential 
developments, excluding medical and dental uses within the Downtown Business District are exempt from 
the provisions of this section.  Should parking be provided voluntarily, it should be provided in accordance 
with the design and landscape standards as defined above.  Voluntarily provided parking in the Downtown 
Business district is exempt from the required number of spaces as noted in Table 4, Section 28-1410.  
 (j) Residential development parking within the Downtown Business District and Downtown Transition 
District shall be provided in the rear and side yards.  Parking areas are prohibited in the front yard in the 
Downtown Business and Downtown Transition districts.  Parking areas shall be designed in accordance 
with standards set forth in this Ordinance. 
 
Section 13. That Section 28.1411. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
28.1411. Disabled Persons Parking Spaces. 
(a)  The number, location and design of Handicap disabled persons parking spaces shall be provided 
according to the following minimum requirements and any further requirements hereafter adopted by federal, 
state or local law.  In the event that this Ordinance and the Illinois Accessibility Code differ in regulations, 
the stricter regulations shall apply.  as required by state law  Parking spaces designated for handicap parking 
shall be signed in compliance with applicable state law and such signage shall reflect the current fine amount 
for violating the parking restriction.This section applies to both those spaces that are required under the state 
law to be designated for handicap parking and those which are voluntarily designated for handicap parking.  
The minimum number of required accessible spaces are shown in Table 5 below: 
 
Table 5.  Required off-street accessible parking spaces: 
 
 

Total Off-Street Parking Spaces Provided Number of Accessible Parking Spaces 
Required 

1 to 25 1 

26 to 50 2 

51 to 75 3 

76 to 100 4 
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101 to 150 5 

151 to 200 6 

201 to 300 7 

301 to 400 8 

401 to 500 9 

501 to 1,000 2% of total 

over 1,000 20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1,000 

Medical facilities specializing in treatment of 
persons with mobility impairments 

20% of total 

Outpatient medical facilities 10% of total 

 
 
(b) Accessible parking spaces shall count towards the total number of parking spaces required. 
(c) Each accessible parking space, except on-street spaces, shall be sixteen feet (16’) wide, with either an 
eight foot (8’) or five foot (5’) wide diagonally striped access aisle.  The access aisle can be located on either 
side of the vehicle portion of the accessible space.  Adjacent accessible parking spaces cannot share a 
common access aisle. 
(d) Parking spaces designated for disabled persons parking shall be signed in compliance with applicable 
state law and shall reflect the current fine amount for violating the parking restriction.  The sign shall be 
fabricated to be two (2) separate panels; one for the handicap symbol, and one for the current fine amount as 
adopted by Village Council.   
 
Figure 4.  Typical Accessible Spaces 
 

 
 
(e) Accessible parking spaces for disabled and accessible passenger loading zones that serve a particular 
building shall be the spaces or zones located closest to the nearest accessible entrance on an accessible route. 
In separate parking structures or lots that do not serve a particular building, parking spaces for disabled 
persons shall be located on the shortest possible circulation route to an accessible pedestrian entrance of the 
parking facility. 
(f) This section applies to spaces that are required to be designated for disabled persons parking and those 
which are voluntarily designated for disabled persons parking. 
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Section 14. That  Section 28.1412. is hereby added to read as follows: 
 
28.1412. Bicycle Parking. 
(a) The installation of bicycle parking areas is encouraged throughout all zoning districts in the 
Village.   
(b) The following uses are required to install bicycle parking at the following rates: 
 

Shopping Centers over 10,000 square feet 1 rack or 5 spaces per 50,000 square feet 

Offices 1 rack or 5 spaces per 50,000 square feet 

Restaurants 1 rack or 5 spaces 

Cultural, Entertainment, and Sports 
Facilities 

Minimum of 4 racks or 20 spaces 

 
(c) Bicycle parking shall be located where it is highly visible from the street where bicyclists 
approach and/or building entrance.  Bicycle parking shall be within thirty (30) feet of the 
building entrance.  Bicycle parking areas shall be separated from motor vehicle parking areas. 
(d) A hard surfaced parking area is required.   
Bike racks shall be permanently anchored to the supporting surface. 
(e) Installation of bike racks shall conform to the requirements set forth by the bike rack 
manufacturer with a rectangular space no less than two and one-half feet (2.5’) wide by six feet 
(6’) in length.  
 
Section 15.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 

 
Section 16.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law. 

 
 
   
                               Mayor 
 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 
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