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SYNOPSIS 
A Special Use ordinance has been prepared for an automobile dealership at 1245-1249 Ogden Avenue.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2006-2011 identified Vibrant Major Commercial Corridors.  Supporting 
these goals are the objectives More Attractive Commercial Developments and More Contribution to Local 
Economy. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION & UPDATE 
This item was discussed at the June 26, 2007 Workshop meeting.  Approval is recommended on the  
July 3, 2007 active agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In July 2006, the Village Council approved a Special Use for the same automobile dealership at this site.  
The previous Special Use included the removal of an existing building at 1249 Ogden Avenue and the reuse 
of an existing building at 1245 Ogden Avenue.  The site was engineered to remove two of the three existing 
curb cuts onto Ogden Avenue and provide limited access to the rear alley. 
 
Since that time, the petitioner has demolished the building at 1249 Ogden Avenue but has not undertaken 
any additional building or site development to complete the plan originally approved by the Village Council.  
The petitioner has determined that the existing building at 1245 Ogden Avenue is no longer suitable to meet 
the needs of the dealership, so they are proposing to construct a new two-story building on the site.  The 
new proposed building constitutes a considerable change to the previously approved Special Use and must 
be considered by the Village Council again. 
 
The existing building at 1245 Ogden Avenue will be demolished and a new two-story 7,166 square foot 
building will be constructed in its place at the southeast corner of the site.  The building’s exterior will be 
precast concrete panels with stone tile accents.  The interior will consist of offices, a showroom, a detail 
area and four service bays.  Overhead doors provide access to the service bays through the alley, while the 
showroom and detail area are accessible from both the site and alley.  Although the alley provides access to 
the rear of the building, no parking, loading, unloading, or queuing of vehicles will be allowed within the 
alley. 



 
The petitioner is proposing to improve the site in the manner that was approved in the previous Special Use.  
The number of curb cuts along Ogden Avenue will be reduced from three to one.  An existing curb cut from 
Middaugh Avenue will be maintained and a sidewalk will be added.  The existing gravel and asphalt 
parking lot will be replaced with a curbed asphalt parking lot.  A curb shall be provided along the entire 
length of the alley except for those areas where a dumpster or overhead door access is provided.     
 
The proposal meets all zoning requirements as shown in the table below: 
Zoning Requirements Required Provided
Ogden Avenue Building Setback 75' 113'
Ogden Avenue Automobile Setback 50' 56'
Middaugh Avenue Building Setback 28.5' 66'
Middaugh Avenue Automobile Setback 8' 9'
Side Yard N/A 1'
Rear Yard N/A 1'
Building Height 60' 27'
Floor Area Ratio 0.75 0.32
Parking 12 12
Open Space (Total/Front Yard) 2235 sf / 1118 sf 2427 sf / 2168 sf  
 
The proposed plan complies with the Ogden Avenue Master Plan as shown in the table below: 

Ogden Avenue Master Plan Proposal
Improve building facades Proposal calls for the removal of an existing one-story 

brick and glass building that is in a general state of 
disrepair.  A new two-story concrete panel building will 
be constructed in its place.

Improve building signage Proposal will comply with Sign Ordinance
Relocate signs from parking lots to 
landscaped areas

Proposal will comply with Sign Ordinance

Improve the parkway with new trees, 
plantings, signage, and sidewalks

Proposal provides lawn, landscaping, signage and 
sidewalks along Ogden Avenue.  Increased green space 
will improve stormwater management on the property.

Reduce curb cuts along Ogden Avenue Proposal calls for the removal of two curb cuts that are 
shown as removed in the Ogden Avenue Master Plan.

Provide interconnected sidewalks along 
Ogden Avenue

Proposal maintains a sidewalk along Ogden Avenue and 
constructs a new sidewalk along Middaugh Avenue that 
does not currently exist.  

The current property is located on six separate parcels.  The petitioner completed a Plat of Subdivision in 
March 2006 that will be revised at the request of the Village to a Plat of Consolidation to create one parcel 
for the entire complex.  The Plat of Consolidation meets all Village standards and requirements. 
 
The Plan Commission considered the proposed project at their May 7, 2007 meeting and recommended 
approval of the Special Use and Plat of Consolidation with the conditions as noted in the staff report.  Staff 
concurs with the Plan Commission recommendation. 



ATTACHMENTS 
Ordinance 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:                  Applicant                   DATE:      July 3, 2007              
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:         Plan Commission                 FILE REF:      PC-17-07  
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A
SPECIAL USE FOR 1245-1249 OGDEN AVENUE TO
PERMIT AN AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP”, as
presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

At their meeting of May 7, 2007, the Plan Commission recommended that a Special Use be granted
for the property located at 1245-1249 Ogden Avenue for an automobile dealership. 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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Special Use- World Class Motorcars - PC 17-07

ORDINANCE NO. ________

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL USE FOR 
1245-1249 OGDEN AVENUE TO PERMIT AN AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP

WHEREAS, the following described property, to wit:

Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 in Block 2 in Poulin’s Subdivision, being a subdivision of part of the
Southeast Quarter of Section 6, Township 38 North, Range 11, East of the Third Principal Meridian,
and a Resubdivision of Lots 2 and 3 in Block 31 in E. H. Prince and Company’s Addition to Downers
Grove, being a subdivision in Sections 5, 6, 7 and 8, Township 38 North, Range 11, East of the Third
Principal Meridian, according to the plat thereof recorded of said Poulin’s Subdivision, recorded April
22, 1926 as Document 211948 in DuPage County, Illinois.

Commonly known as 1245-49 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-06-407-001,-002)

(hereinafter referred to as the "Property") is presently zoned in the "B-3, General Services & Highway Business
District" under the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Downers Grove; and 

WHEREAS, the owner of the Property has filed with the Plan Commission, a written petition
conforming to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, requesting that a Special Use per Section 28-609(c)
of the Zoning Ordinance be granted to allow an automobile dealership.

WHEREAS, such petition was referred to the Plan Commission of the Village of Downers Grove, and
said Plan Commission has given the required public notice, has conducted a public hearing respecting said
petition and has made its findings and recommendations, all in accordance with the statutes of the State of
Illinois and the ordinances of the Village of Downers Grove; and, 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission has recommended approval of the requested Special Use, subject to
certain conditions; and,

WHEREAS, the Village Council finds that the evidence presented in support of said petition, as stated
in the aforesaid findings and recommendations of the Plan Commission, is such as to establish the following:

1. The proposed use at that particular location requested is necessary or desirable to provide a
service or a facility which is in the interest of public convenience and will contribute to the
general welfare of the neighborhood or community.

2. The proposed use will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of persons residing or working in the vicinity or
injurious to property values or improvements in the vicinity.

3. The proposed use will comply with the regulations specified in this Zoning Ordinance for the
district in which the proposed use is to be located.

4. The proposed use is one of the special uses specifically listed for the district in which it is to be
located and, if approved with restrictions as set forth in this ordinance, will comply with the
provisions of the Downers Grove Zoning Ordinance regulating this Special Use.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, in DuPage
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County, Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1.  That a Special Use of the Property is hereby granted to permit an automobile dealership.

SECTION 2.  This approval is subject to the following conditions:   

1. The building shall be designed so that the pedestrian doors on the South façade swing out but do not
encroach into the public alley.  Additionally, no stoops, steps, cornices, or bollards shall encroach into
the public alley. 

2. Revised engineering plans shall be submitted to the Village for review during the permit review
process.  The revised plans shall substantially comply with the engineering plans dated March 17, 2006
and submitted as part of the previous Special Use petition that was authorized in Ordinance #4789. 
The engineering plans shall include:

a. Geometry plan
b. Removal plan
c. Utility\grading\sediment and erosion control plan
d. Landscape plan
e. Photometric plan
f. Details

3. A Plat of Consolidation shall be prepared to consolidate the six separate lots.  
a. The plat shall have the required certifications noted.  
b. The plat title shall include “Final Plat of Consolidation.”
c. The plat shall be prepared and submitted to the Village prior to the consideration of the

Special Use by the Village Council.
d. The Plat of Consolidation shall be recorded with the DuPage County Recorder prior to

the issuance of any construction permits, including but not limited to construction,
demolition, or site development permit.  

4. No outdoor speaker system shall be allowed on the site.

5. A sidewalk shall be provided along Middaugh Avenue in a manner acceptable to the Village Engineer
prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit.

6. The dumpster shall be relocated outside of the required Middaugh Avenue front yard.  The dumpster
shall be relocated a minimum of 25 feet from the West property line.

7. A curb shall be provided along the entire length of the alley except for those areas where a dumpster or
overhead door access is provided.

8. No parking or queuing of vehicles shall be allowed in the alley.

9. All vehicle loading and unloading shall occur on site.  A loading and unloading plan that demonstrates
compliance shall be provided to the Village.

10. All proposed signs shall comply with the Sign Ordinance.

11. All construction within the Ogden Avenue right-of-way will require approval and permits from the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT). Provide the Village with copies of all IDOT correspondence.
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12 The new building shall have an automatic sprinkler system installed throughout.  All areas of the new
building shall be protected.  Provide working drawings and cut sheets during permit review.

13. The new building shall have a manual and automatic detection system installed throughout.  All areas of
the new building shall be protected.  Provide working drawings and cut sheets during permit review.

SECTION 3.  The above conditions are hereby made part of the terms under which the Special Use is
granted.   Violation of any or all of such conditions shall be deemed a violation of the Village of Downers
Grove Zoning Ordinance, the penalty for which may include, but is not limited to, a fine and or revocation of
the Special Use granted herein.  

SECTION 4.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and
publication in pamphlet form as provided by law.

                                                                        
Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:                                                               

Village Clerk

1\wp8\ord.07\SU-WorkdClassMotorcars-PC-17-07


	Item ORD 00-02881 
	Village of Downers Grove 
	Report for the Village Council Meeting 
	July 3, 2007 Agenda 



