
ITEM ORD 00-02874 
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 3, 2007 AGENDA 

 
SUBJECT:                                           TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

 
3702 Venard Road 
Special Use - Extended Family 
Accessory Housing 

                       Resolution 
        Ordinance    
          Motion 
          Discussion Only 

 
 
Tom Dabareiner, AICP 
Community Development Director 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A Special Use ordinance has been prepared for an extended family accessory housing unit at 3702 Venard 
Road. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2006-2011 identified Preservation of the Residential and Neighborhood 
Character.  Supporting these goals is the objective Continuing Reinvestment in the Neighborhoods. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION & UPDATE 
This item was discussed at the June 26, 2007 Workshop meeting.  Approval is recommended on the  
July 3, 2007 active agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The petitioner is proposing to construct an extended family accessory housing unit, a ‘mother-in-law’ suite, 
within their existing house at 3702 Venard Road.  An extended family accessory housing unit is a Special 
Use within the R-2 zoning district.   

The petitioner is proposing to construct an addition on the rear of the existing house.  The proposed addition 
and existing house meet all required setbacks, lot coverage, parking and height requirements.  The extended 
family accessory housing unit will be located within the basement.   The accessory unit provides 700 square 
feet of living space and consists of a bedroom, bathroom, laundry room, kitchen, and den.  The unit is 
accessible from both the interior of the existing house and from the outside through a sliding glass door.  

The table below identifies the petitions compliance with Section 28.1015, Extended Family Accessory 
Housing, of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 
 

Zoning Requirements Proposed 

a. Only one accessory unit for this use. Only one accessory unit is proposed. 
b. The maximum size of the accessory unit can 

not exceed 700 sf. 
The proposal is for a 700 sf accessory unit. 

c. The accessory unit is entirely within the 
dwelling. 

The accessory unit is within the primary 
dwelling unit's basement. 

Zoning Requirements Proposed 



d. The dwelling unit shall meet setback and 
parking requirements. 

Front, side, and rear setbacks and parking 
requirements are met. 

e1. One dwelling unit has to be occupied by an 
owner of the property. 

The primary dwelling unit is occupied by owner 
of the property. 

e2. The accessory unit occupant is a family 
member. 

The accessory unit is to be occupied by the 
mother of one of the property owners. 

f. The accessory unit occupant is 62 years or 
older or has a proven physical or mental 
condition. 

The accessory unit occupant meets the age 
requirement. 

g. The property owner may collect rent but no 
boarders are allowed. 

The property owner will not rent the accessory 
unit to a boarder as noted in the staff report 
attachments. 

h. The occupancy of the accessory unit is subject 
to an approved floor plan. 

The floor plan within the staff report shall be 
the accepted floor plan except as such plans 
may be modified to conform to Village Codes 
and Ordinances. 

i. The property owners shall permit an annual 
inspection and provide certification of 
continued compliance with ordinance. 

The petitioner has agreed to these provisions as 
noted in the staff report attachments. 

j. The Special Use expires if either the primary 
or accessory unit is no longer occupied by the 
owner. 

The petitioner has stated the room will be used 
for entertaining or overnight guests if the 
Special Use expires. 

k. The accessory unit shall be converted within 
120 days of the expiration of the Special Use. 

The petitioner has stated the room will be used 
for entertaining or overnight guests if the 
accessory unit is no longer occupied. 

 
Prior to the Plan Commission meeting, staff received numerous inquiries from the surrounding neighbors 
regarding this petition.  Staff explained to each of the residents that the proposed extended family accessory 
housing unit Special Use is to construct a ‘mother-in-law’ suite.  After speaking with each of these residents 
and explaining the proposal, the residents expressed no other concern. 

At the May 7, 2007 Plan Commission meeting, numerous neighbors spoke about this petition.  The 
neighbors expressed concern with maintaining the character of the neighborhood and the enforcement of the 
ordinance.  Staff explained how the accessory unit would not adversely effect the neighborhood character 
and how the Zoning Ordinance supplies enforcement provisions. 

The Plan Commission considered the proposed project at their May 7, 2007 meeting and recommended 
approval of the Special Use with the conditions as noted in the staff report.  Staff concurs with the Plan 
Commission recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Ordinance 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:                  Applicant                   DATE:      July 3, 2007              
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:         Plan Commission                 FILE REF:      PC-19-07  
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
A SPECIAL USE FOR 3702 VENARD ROAD TO
PERMIT AN EXTENDED FAMILY ACCESSORY
HOUSING UNIT”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

At their meeting of  May 7, 2007, the Plan Commission recommended that a Special Use be granted
for the property located at the 3702 Venard Road to permit an extended family accessory housing
unit.  

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

1\wp8\cas.07\SU-3702Venard-PC-19-07



1

Special Use- 3702 Venard - PC 19-07

ORDINANCE NO. ________

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL USE FOR 
3702 VENARD ROAD TO PERMIT AN EXTENDED FAMILY ACCESSORY HOUSING UNIT

WHEREAS, the following described property, to wit:

Lot 3 in Block 5 Orchard Brook North, being a subdivision of part of the South Half of Section 31,
Township 39 North, Range 11, East of the Third Principal Meridian, according to the plat thereof
recorded January 16, 1967 as Document R67-1580, in DuPage County, Illinois

Commonly known as 3702 Venard Road, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 06-31-413-007)

(hereinafter referred to as the "Property") is presently zoned in the "R-2, Single Family Residential District"
under the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Downers Grove; and 

WHEREAS, the owner of the Property has filed with the Plan Commission, a written petition
conforming to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, requesting that a Special Use per Section 28-504 and
28-1015 of the Zoning Ordinance be granted to allow an extended family accessory housing unit.

WHEREAS, such petition was referred to the Plan Commission of the Village of Downers Grove, and
said Plan Commission has given the required public notice, has conducted a public hearing respecting said
petition and has made its findings and recommendations, all in accordance with the statutes of the State of
Illinois and the ordinances of the Village of Downers Grove; and, 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission has recommended approval of the requested Special Use, subject to
certain conditions; and,

WHEREAS, the Village Council finds that the evidence presented in support of said petition, as stated
in the aforesaid findings and recommendations of the Plan Commission, is such as to establish the following:

1. The proposed use at that particular location requested is necessary or desirable to provide a
service or a facility which is in the interest of public convenience and will contribute to the
general welfare of the neighborhood or community.

2. The proposed use will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of persons residing or working in the vicinity or
injurious to property values or improvements in the vicinity.

3. The proposed use will comply with the regulations specified in this Zoning Ordinance for the
district in which the proposed use is to be located.

4. The proposed use is one of the special uses specifically listed for the district in which it is to be
located and, if approved with restrictions as set forth in this ordinance, will comply with the
provisions of the Downers Grove Zoning Ordinance regulating this Special Use.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, in DuPage
County, Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1.  That a Special Use of the Property is hereby granted to permit an extended family
accessory housing unit at 3702 Venard Road. 



2

SECTION 2.  This approval is subject to the following conditions:   

1. The proposed extended family accessory housing unit shall substantially conform to the staff report dated
May 7, 2007 and architectural plans prepared by LASA Incorporated, dated June 30, 2006 and signed by
architect Frank J. Lucchese on March 19, 2007, except as such plans may be modified to conform to
Village Codes and Ordinances.

2. The extended family accessory housing unit shall not be expanded.

3. Annually, the petitioner shall permit the Village to complete an inspection of the premises to assure
continuing compliance with Section 28.1015, Extended Family Accessory Housing, of the Zoning
Ordinance.

4. Annually, the petitioner shall submit to the Village a sworn affidavit on a form provided by the Village
which certifies continued compliance with Section 28.1015, Extended Family Accessory Housing, of the
Zoning Ordinance.

5. The accessory unit shall be converted to be a part of the existing single family dwelling unit within 120
days of the expiration of the Special Use.

SECTION 3.  The above conditions are hereby made part of the terms under which the Special Use is
granted.   Violation of any or all of such conditions shall be deemed a violation of the Village of Downers
Grove Zoning Ordinance, the penalty for which may include, but is not limited to, a fine and or revocation of
the Special Use granted herein.  

SECTION 4.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby repealed.

                                                                        
Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:                                                               

Village Clerk

1\wp8\ord.07\SU-3702-Venard-PC-19-07


	Item ORD 00-02874 
	Village of Downers Grove 
	Report for the Village Council Meeting 
	July 3, 2007 Agenda 



