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 DOWNERS GROVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
March 8, 2007 

Public Works Community Room 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

7:00 PM 
 

 
Dr. Goodman moved to nominate Mr. Sterner as Chairman Pro tem, seconded by Mr. Pawlak.  A 
voice vote was taken and motion carried by 4-0.   
 
Chairman Pro tem Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was established.   
 
I.  Roll call 
 

Present: Mr. Brian Freeman, Dr. Gordon Goodman, Mr. Robert Pawlak, Mr. Joseph Sterner 
 
Absent: Chairman Gilbert, Mr. John Wander 
 
Staff: Mike Baker, Assistant Village Manager  
 
Guests: Ms. Pamela Birkstein with Chicagoland Bicycle Federation; Ms. Lonnie Morris 

with the Sierra Club; and Mr. Marty Demolin (phonetic spelling), Downers Grove 
resident 

 
II. Review of September 28, 2006 Minutes 
 
 A change was noted on Page 2, 5th paragraph down, where Mr. Freeman discusses fertilizer 
companies will “bury” hazardous waste within their product, he requested that the word “bury” be 
replaced with the word “blend.”  The minutes were approved, with noted change, on motion by 
Dr. Goodman, seconded by Mr. Freeman.  Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0. 
 
III. Visitors Welcome 
 
 Ms. Pamela Birkstein, with the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, stated she spoke with 
Mr. Kozlowski regarding her organization which focuses on increasing bicycle use and at the same 
time making it safe, efficient, and fun.  Her organization promotes the annual Bicycle Commuter 
Challenge (the “Challenge”) and she would like to hold the Challenge at the Downers Grove Main 
Street station on June 13, 2007 to encourage people to bike to work or bike at least one leg of their 
commute to the local train station.  Currently, the municipalities of Wheaton, Hinsdale, Elmhurst, 
Village Park and Lombard have signed on to be commuter stations.   She was seeking approval from 
the village.  She noted that SCARCE would also be part of the Challenge.   
 
 Dr. Goodman made a motion that the Environmental Concerns Commission 
recommend the village explore with the Bicycle Federation the possibility of a bicycle 
commuter station and challenge for the month of June, 2007, seconded by Mr. Freeman.  
Motion carried by voice vote of 4-0.   
 
 Staff announced that due to the popularity of bike use in the village, additional bike racks 
will be added in the downtown area.  Dr. Goodman recommended that staff consider the Belmont 
and Fairview stations as well.   
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 Mr. Marty Demolin, a Downers Grove resident, introduced himself.  Ms.  Lonnie Morris with 
the Sierra Club also introduced herself.   
 
IV. Cool Cities Presentation presented by Lonnie Morris, Sierra Club River Prairie Group, 

Cool Cities Chairman 
 
 Ms. Lonnie Morris, from the Sierra Club, discussed that additional information on global 
warming has been brought forth since Mr. Treptow’s presentation in August, 2006.  Specifically, the 
fourth assessment report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change was released in 
February, 2007.  The report raises the assessment level even higher and indicates that global warming 
is caused by human activity from “likely” to “very likely” at a 90% likelihood and the amount of 
carbon in the air is increasing at a faster rate and frozen areas are melting.   
 
 She discussed the importance of the issue noting that the window for opportunity was 
diminishing.  At the local level, she reported the Sierra Club is focusing its energy and has partnered 
with Seattle’s mayor who put in motion the U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement in 2005.  Approximately 413 cities have signed on to the Cool Cities Initiative.  In 
Illinois, a number of cities have signed on as well.  Copies of the agreement were distributed. 
 
 Ms. Morris explained a municipality who signs on to the Cool Cities program must pledge to 
sign on to the Climate Protection Agreement.  By doing so, certain targets must be met, such as a 
municipality’s reducing its CO2 by 7% below the 1990 levels by the year 2012.  Details followed on 
how the CO2 is measured and where it comes from.  Legislation is in the General Assembly that 
would provide assistance from the Illinois EPA with the emissions inventory.   Once an emissions 
inventory is completed, the municipality can identify the sources of the CO2 and create its own 
customized plan to address its municipality’s specific conditions.  Ms. Morris notes a municipality 
can focus on three areas:  1) green vehicle fleets; 2) energy efficiency; and 3) renewable energy.  
Once the plan is implemented, monitoring take place.   
 
 She discussed the green steps already being taken by Downers Grove, the City of Chicago, 
and Charlotte, North Carolina.  She stated using hybrids are the best choice in reducing CO2 and she 
discussed the positives of ethanol, specifically E85 vehicles.  She stated the village could encourage 
residents to go green by encouraging them to purchase hybrids and by providing free parking or 
parking that is located closer to the train station, etc.  As to energy efficiency, the village could 
promote changing light bulbs to compact fluorescent bulbs which reduce energy use by 
approximately 60%.   The village itself could replace traffic lights with LED’s lights which save 
money in electricity and maintenance costs.  A municipality could also make a commitment by 
constructing a LEED-certified (Leadership and Energy and Environmental design) building.  As to 
renewable energy, a municipality could commit to purchasing renewable energy through the use of 
wind and solar power.  Currently, there is legislation in Illinois to make that mandatory in the state.  
Approximately 20 states have renewable portfolio standards, including Naperville, Illinois.   
 
 Ms. Morris recommended that this commission conduct its own investigation and determine 
whether the Cool Cities Initiative was worth pursuing and present it to the village’s mayor.   She 
reiterated the agreement was voluntary.    
 
 Dr. Goodman distributed information about the Cool Cities program to the commissioners.  
He stated he did forward a copy of the Cool Cities agreement to Dir. Kozlowski and suggested 
discussing this agreement at a later meeting.  Lastly, Dr. Goodman spoke about a letter dated 



 
Environmental Concerns Commission 
March 8, 2007  3 

February 15, 2007 from Mr. Dave Schultz and members of the Methodist Church to the Village of 
Downers Grove’s mayor in which they ask the mayor to adopt the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
Climate Protection Agreement.  More information was available on the www.SierraClub.org/ 
CoolCities web site.   
 
 Dialog followed that the new fire station planned for Downers Grove (55th and Main Streets) 
was probably not designed as a LEED’s building.  Discussion was also raised on whether Naperville 
had within its own codes standards which encouraged new construction to be more energy efficient, 
to which Ms. Morris was not aware.  She was of the impression that a municipality could put in its 
own code certain requirements for new construction to be energy efficient.   
  
V. Old Business 
 
 Chairman Pro tem Sterner suggested the commissioners begin thinking about Heritage Fest.  
Personally, Mr. Freeman suggested having a few more appointed commissioners on board before 
committing to Heritage Fest; others concurred.  Staff offered to speak with the director of community 
events to find out the last day to reserve a booth for Heritage Fest.   Comments followed that last 
year’s booth location was ideal.   
 
 Dr. Goodman inquired about the status of the smoke-free ordinance. He preferred that a copy 
of the draft ordinance return to this commission for review so it could be endorsed.  Staff did not 
know the status of the draft ordinance.  Mr. Freeman noted that DuPage County has a copy of a 
model ordinance at www.Smokefreedupage.org which the Village of Downers Grove can consider.  
From his discussions with the mayor and others in the village, Dr. Goodman said there appeared to 
be an overall feeling that many of the individuals did not want to adopt anything until other 
municipalities did.  Dr. Goodman continued by discussing the importance of having a good 
ordinance ready when the adoption time comes, citing the success of Wheaton’s ordinance.  Dialog 
followed as to how the ordinance would affect Heritage Fest.  Chairman Pro tem Sterner asked that 
staff speak to Dir. Kozlowski on the status of ordinance and relay the information via e-mail to the 
commissioners.  
 
 Dr. Goodman raised concern that the minutes of August 10, 2006 were not prepared.  Dialog 
followed on the statutes of DuPage County’s smoking ordinance for unincorporated areas, which 
Dr. Goodman recalled seeing some news articles on but no adoption of an ordinance took place.   In 
fact, he discussed the importance of municipalities adopting their own ordinances first to show 
support for a state ordinance to ban smoking.   
 
 Further topics the chairman pro tem recalled included the demolition ordinance and control 
of hazardous materials as it relates to demolition.  Recaps of that previous discussion followed.  
Chairman Pro tem Sterner asked staff to follow up on that topic.   
 
 Staff raised discussion about the village’s Strategic Plan, noting that when staff puts forth the 
agenda the council considers, staff does pay attention to the priorities laid out in the village’s 
Strategic Plan.  Per staff, an update to the plan is scheduled some time after May, 2007, and will 
allow an opportunity for the council to refocus and list its highest priorities.  Dr. Goodman asked that 
Dir. Kozlowski provide copies of the Strategic Plan to the commissioners at the next meeting.   
  

http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.smokefreedupage.org/
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VI. New Business 
 
 Dialog followed on the importance of having a full appointed commission and the difficulty 
of having a quorum.  Staff did not have any information about future appointments but offered to 
bring the matter up with Dir. Kozlowski.  
 
 Ideas for future meetings were discussed, i.e., continued discussions about electronics 
recycling, educating the schools on the importance of recycling, collaborating with the schools, and 
promoting the Cool Cities program.   
 
 Resident, Mr. Marty Demolin (phonetic spelling), asked about the commission’s primary 
concerns, wherein Chairman Pro tem Sterner explained how the commission was formed and acted 
as an advisory commission to the village council.  A general explanation followed on how matters 
are brought to the commission for discussion and review and the overall make-up of the commission.   
The topic of recycling was raised with Mr. Freeman discussing that the general public needs to know 
that while the price for garbage sticks may be slightly higher, the idea of using recycling as opposed 
to putting an item in the garbage actually reduces one’s waste expense every month.  Benefits of the 
program followed.   Highlights followed on the educational video being created by the commission.    
Chairman Pro tem Sterner asked that staff ask Dir. Kozlowski the status of the video and to obtain 
price quotes from companies that offer electronic recycling.   
 
 The commissioners agreed to hold their next meeting on April 12, 2007.  Chairman Pro tem 
Sterner thanked Chairman Mike Gilbert publicly for being a leader for the Environmental Concerns 
Commission.  Mr. Freeman discussed that Mr. Gilbert was a loss to the village and will be missed. 
He was a former village council member and a prior fireman for the village.   
 
VII. Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Mr. Pawlak.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote of 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/  Celeste K. Weilandt                                    
      Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary 
 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE  

DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
April 11, 2007 

 
MINUTES 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
President Daniels called the meeting to order in the Library Meeting Room at 7:40 p.m.  Trustees 
present:  DiCola, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Trustees absent:  Greene.  Also present:  Library 
Director Bowen, Assistant Director Carlson.  Visitors:  none.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
The Board reviewed the minutes of the regular meeting of March 28, 2007.  It was moved by 
Humphreys and seconded by DiCola THAT THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
March 28, 2007 BE APPROVED AS WRITTEN.  Ayes:  DiCola, Humphreys, Vlcek, Daniels.  
Abstentions:  Read.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  
 
PAYMENT OF INVOICES 
 
The Board reviewed the list of invoices submitted for payment.  It was moved by DiCola and seconded 
by Read TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF OPERATING INVOICES FOR APRIL 11, 2007 
TOTALING $25,004.80 AND ACKNOWLEDGE PAYROLLS FOR MARCH TOTALING 
$221,487.38.  Ayes:  DiCola, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Abstentions: none.  Nays: none.  
Motion carried.   
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

- Second reading of a proposed change in the Bylaws on Attendance at Board Meetings 
 
The Board packet contained a new version of the bylaws on attendance at board meetings.  Bowen had 
read another legal opinion on the Open Meetings Act that pointed out that in addition to requiring that a 
quorum of the board be physically present at the meeting location, the Act also specifies the reasons for 
which a trustee might not be able to physically attend a meeting and be allowed to attend electronically. 
Those reasons are: 
 
…a majority of a the public body may allow a member of that body to attend the meeting by other means 
if the member is prevented from physically attending because of: (i) personal illness or disability; (ii) 
employment purposes or the business of the public body; (iii) a family or other emergence.  
 
The Act does not mention vacation, and the legal opinion stated that vacation was not a permissible 
reason.  Bowen added a phrase to Bylaws Section 3 referring to "reasons allowed by the Open Meetings 
Act."  He did this, rather than specifying the reasons, so that the Board does not have to change the 
bylaws if the Act is amended to change the reasons.  
 



He also moved the reference to the quorum being physically present to Section 4. Quorum, and 
improved the statement that was in the original draft. 
 
The Board discussed the changes, and Bowen will bring the revised bylaws back for approval at the next 
meeting.   
 
Trustee Greene arrived at 7:51 p.m. 
 

- Discussion and approval of Guidelines on Communications for Trustees 
 
A new draft of the proposed guidelines was included in the Board packet.  Typos were corrected on the 
first two pages and page three was added to cover the additional concerns that were identified in the 
discussion at the last meeting.   
 
It was moved by Vlcek and seconded by Green THAT THE GUIDELINES ON 
COMMUNICATIONS FOR TRUSTEES BE APPROVED.  Ayes:  DiCola, Greene, Humphreys, 
Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Abstentions:  none.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  
 

- Continue discussion of developing a job description for Library Trustees 
 
The discussion of a job description for a library trustee at the last meeting was tabled until this meeting, 
so the Board could be provided with information about the responsibilities of trustees from the Local 
Library Act.  A copy of that section of the Act was included in the Board packet, along with a copy of 
the recently adopted job description of a Metropolitan Library System (MLS) trustee.  According to the 
Local Library Act, trustees have considerable authority and responsibility as the Board of a tax-
supported public institution, beyond the kinds of things that were mentioned in the MLS sample.  
 
The Board discussed the idea of providing a job description that reflects the normal activities of the 
Board along with a paragraph summarizing the Board’s broad powers and attaching a copy of the 
statute.   Trustees mentioned that the job description should state that the Board is a legal body 
responsible for approving policy, making it clear what is governance and what is operations, as well as 
suggesting that the description should codify a crisis management policy, or the idea that Trustees 
should support decisions made by the Board.     
 
Bowen will draft a job description based on the discussion.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Discussion and adoption of a resolution opposing Illinois House Bill 1727: The Internet 
Screening in Public Libraries Act 

 
House Bill 1727: The Internet Screening in Public Libraries Act is out of committee and could be voted 
on in the House of Representatives at any time. From the perspective of the library community, this is a 
very bad bill. As background, Bowen gave Trustees copies of the comments that he sent to 
Representative Sandra Pihos when she requested comments from the directors of libraries in her district. 
The Board of the Arlington Heights Library adopted a resolution opposing HB 1727, and Bowen is 
aware that several other area libraries are considering similar resolutions.  He drafted a resolution 
opposing this bill for the Board’s consideration and urged them to adopt it.   
 
The library community is extremely concerned about Illinois House Bill 1727: The Internet Screening in 
Public Libraries Act.  The Trustees discussed the bill and were unanimous in agreeing that there are 



major problems with it, including the fact that librarians rather than trustees are made criminally 
responsible, and that filtering is a policy issue for which local library boards should be responsible.     
 
It was moved by DiCola and seconded by Humphreys THAT THE RESOLUTION OPPOSING 
ILLINOIS HOUSE BILL 1727: THE INTERNET SCREENING IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT 
BE APPROVED AND THAT IT BE TRANSMITTED TO ALL THE RESPRESENTATIVES 
THAT SERVE THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE AND THOSE IN THE DISTRICTS 
IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDING THE VILLAGE, AS WELL AS TO THE ILLINOIS 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FOR POSSIBLE USE IN THE ASSOCIATION’S EFFORTS TO 
OPPOSE THIS BILL.   Ayes:  DiCola, Greene, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Abstentions:  
none.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  
 
The resolution will be posted in the library and on the library’s website.  
 

- Discussion of library staff being quoted in vendor advertising 
 

A library vendor has asked permission to quote Literature Department Head Sue O'Brien's comments on 
their product, NextReads. They would like to include her affiliation with the Downers Grove Public 
Library with her comments. The product, NextReads, is the service that allows a patron to subscribe to 
email newsletters about new books in particular subject areas. The library has worked with this vendor 
on their primary product, Novelist, the reader's advisory database. We allow Novelist to include our 
library produced booklists of "readalikes" in return for a discount on the annual subscription.  Former 
staff member Joyce Saricks was quoted in the NoveList advertising when the product was first 
introduced.  However, at that time she was identified as the well-known speaker and author of ALA-
published books on Readers Advisory service, rather than as an employee of this library.  
 
Bowen does not have a problem with the library's name being used in a quote by an employee.  He 
believes that it acknowledges Downers Grove Public Library's reputation as an authority on reader's 
advisory service. However, Bowen wanted to make sure that the Board was comfortable with the idea as 
well.  The Trustees felt it was good visibility for the library and staff, as long as a quote is professionally 
appropriate.  Trustee Greene asked that as a courtesy, the Board be informed when library staff are 
quoted.   
 

- Discussion of annual review of the Library Director 
 
The Board normally does Bowen’s performance review at the end of April or beginning of May. The 
last two years Bowen submitted his "usual" narrative and then was asked for additional comments.  He 
thought it might be useful to discuss this at this meeting, so he would know what the Board would like 
him to prepare this year.  Bowen had talked with several directors and found that most libraries do not 
have a formal process for evaluating their directors.  Elmhurst Library does have a questionnaire that 
each trustee completes and then gives to the Board President.  The President tallies the result and 
comments (the comments are anonymous) and presents it to their administrator.  Bowen provided copies 
of the questionnaire in case the Board was interested in using it.  The trustees thought it might be useful, 
and they will send Bowen suggestions for making the questionnaire appropriate for Downers Grove, and 
discuss these revisions at the next meeting.  The Executive Session for Bowen’s evaluation will be May 
9.  
 
REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
   
Bowen announced that the library is very pleased to welcome Sarah Goers, our new children's librarian, 
who started work this week.  The library now has two Sara's in the Junior Room. Staff are trying out 
Sarah Ellyn for our new employee.   



 
The Board packet contained financial statements for March. Since the library is on the new fiscal year, 
Bowen went back and looked at past years’ revenue for the period January – March.  In March 2007 the 
revenue was $27,600.  In the past three years the library’s revenue for March was around $23,000, (not 
including the $60,000 per capita grant that was received in March 2004) so the library is a little ahead 
for the month. The year-to-date revenue is $118,000.  In the last three years revenue for the same three 
month period was between $85 and $100,000, so the library’s year-to-date revenue is a bit ahead too. 
For the first quarter of the fiscal year, the library should have spent not more than 25% of its annual 
budget, and in fact has spent 20.1% of the total budget.  Bowen pointed out that some of this is because, 
while the fiscal year has changed, benefits, including pay increases, are being calculated on the May 1 
year, so the library will only be paying the higher salaries for eight months of the year. When Bowen did 
the 2007 budget, he calculated the raises as if the higher salaries would be paid for 12 months, not 9 
months, so that gives a little cushion in the budget. 
  
At the last meeting Trustee Vlcek asked if the library departments would be interested in making 
presentations to the Board about the work of the departments.  This was discussed at last week's 
department heads’ meeting and their preference would be, rather than coming to a meeting to make a 
general presentation about the departments, that staff come and report to the Board when there is some 
new service or activity to talk about.   
 
Last week NPR's Talk of the Nation did a program on the homeless in public libraries. One of the callers 
was a patron who talked about the homeless patrons who use the Downers Grove Public Library. 
Neither the Downers Grove caller nor the program in general was negative or critical of libraries; they 
were discussing the nation-wide problem of programs like DuPage County's PADs which appears to be 
a common issue everywhere. These are shelter programs that provide night time shelters for the 
homeless, but that have no day time locations. The result is that the homeless have hours to kill and no 
options except public buildings, like a public library. One Trustee had asked Bowen what options there 
are for homeless people and he realized that, while he has often referred to the three churches in town 
that are shelters in the PADS program, he has never talked about the other services PADS offers.  He 
provided a packet of information from the PADS website for the Board to look over at their leisure.  He 
pointed out that in addition to the shelters in Downers Grove on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday nights, 
there is a fourth location that is open on Saturday from 1 – 6 in the afternoon.  This is the only daytime 
shelter in DuPage County, except for the PADS main location in Wheaton where they do offer basic 
needs services, health and legal counseling, case management, and other services. The packet talks about 
case management and employment support services, and the fact that PADS offers the opportunity for 
clients to obtain more permanent housing. PADs works hard to educate its clients about how they should 
behave in the communities when they are not in the PADs shelters. One advantage of being a private, 
non-governmental program is that PADs can and does kick clients out of the program, if they repeatedly 
cause problems in the community. The night-time shelter program runs from October – April. So in a 
few weeks the clients will be on their own again until next fall. Since they are not brought into the 
Village for night-time shelter, there are generally many fewer homeless in the library during the summer 
months.  
 
The annual audit of the Village is taking place, and Trustees are asked to once again complete a Fraud 
Risk Assessment Survey for the auditors. This is the same questionnaire that was used last year. The 
auditors did include mailing envelops for those who are uncomfortable faxing such a document to an 
unknown recipient. And, since the Board asked for suggestions last year, Bowen prepared some 
suggestions for comments on the form. This is an important part of the audit and the due date is April 
13.     
 
Bowen is attending a workshop at Starved Rock State Park this weekend sponsored by the Illinois 
Library Association. The workshop is about assessing the organizational strength of a library and 



preparing it for the future. Last year Bowen reported that one of the things he was interested in doing for 
the next couple of years is to look at the work of the library staff and examine how it has changed as 
technology has become an increasingly more important aspect of the work of all library staff. He expects 
this program to suggest new ways to look at the library.   
 
Bowen has been invited to participate in one of the focus groups that District 99 is holding to help create 
a profile to use in the selection of a new district superintendent.   
 
TRUSTEES REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None. 
  
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 

 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE  

DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
April 25, 2007 

 
MINUTES 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
President Daniels called the meeting to order in the Library Meeting Room at 7:37 p.m.  Trustees present:  
DiCola, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Trustees absent:  Greene.  Also present:  Library Director 
Bowen, Assistant Director Carlson.  Visitors:  none.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
The Board reviewed the minutes of the regular meeting of April 11, 2007.  It was moved by Vlcek and 
seconded by Humphreys THAT THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 11, 
2007 BE APPROVED AS WRITTEN.  Ayes:  DiCola, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Abstentions:  
none.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  
 
PAYMENT OF INVOICES 
 
The Board reviewed the list of invoices submitted for payment.   
 
Trustee Greene arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Vlcek and seconded by Humphreys TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF OPERATING 
INVOICES FOR APRIL 25, 2007 TOTALING $62,322.60.  Ayes:  DiCola, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, 
Daniels.  Abstentions: Greene.   Nays: none.  Motion carried.   
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

- Third reading of a proposed revision of the Bylaws on Attendance at Board Meeting 
 

A new draft of the proposed bylaws was reviewed by the Board.  It was moved by Read and seconded by 
Greene TO ADOPT THE REVISED BYLAWS ON ATTENDANCE AT BOARD MEETINGS AS 
WRITTEN.  Ayes:  DiCola, Greene, Humphreys, Read, Vlcek, Daniels.  Abstentions:  none.  Nays:  
none.  Motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Discussion of a form for use in the annual evaluation of the Library Director 
 
Bowen received suggestions from two trustees and created a "Downers Grove" form, based on the 
original used by the Elmhurst Public Library Board.  The original version included the Director's 
relationship with the Library Board in the category of "Administrative Relations."  Trustee Read 
suggested, and Bowen agreed, that this is important enough to be a separate category, "Relationship with 
the Board of Trustees" (category 1).  Trustee Read also suggested a new category for "Promotion and 



Fund Raising” (category 9).  Bowen, however, thought this was combining two different things.  He 
believes promotion of the library programs and advocacy of the library are covered in other categories.   
Just as the Foundation itself is a separate entity from the Library, and some aspects of working with the 
Foundation do take considerable time of the Director and other staff, Bowen suggested that category 9 
might better focus only on “Fund Raising.”  
 
Trustee Vlcek suggested adding an "Additional” category at the end. This would allow for discussion of 
something not covered in the rest of the form, for example something unique to a year such as a building 
project or a particularly big project, issue, or event that was significant in the year being evaluated.   
 
The Board liked the form and will use it this year.  Bowen will email the final version to the Trustees, and 
they will complete it and email it to President Daniels so he can consolidate the comments for discussion 
at the May 9 meeting.  Bowen will send the Trustees his own narrative before that meeting as well.  
 
REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
   
Bowen corrected a misstatement he made at the last meeting.  In the review of the invoices to be paid, he 
said the total cost of the fraudulent calls that were made by whoever hacked into the library’s telephone 
system was $650.  In fact the total was over $1,300. The Library's crime insurance policy has a deductible 
of $2,500. 
 
Downers Grove literature and teen librarian Heather Booth’s book, Serving Teens Through Readers’ 
Advisory, was recently published, and a copy was shown to the Trustees.  The library administration is 
pleased that Booth is continuing the tradition of Downers Grove librarians who are leaders in the field of 
Readers’ Advisory services.    
 
The library Meeting Room is a polling place for three Downers Grove precincts.  In the past the library 
has locked the lobby doors to keep voters out of the library proper, and required voters to use the entrance 
by the parking lot until the library opened at 9:00 a.m.  At this year's primary the library received 
complaints that there was no place to park near the library. As an experiment for last week’s election, the 
library opened the Curtiss Street entrance when the polls opened at 6 a.m.  The library also received 
permission from the Village to designate four parking spaces as 15 minute spaces, on the condition that 
the library provided the signs. The library purchased portable signs and placed two in the parking lot near 
the library entrance, and two in spaces near the Curtiss Street entrance. Only five voters used the Curtiss 
Street entrance between 6 am and 9 am, so it may not be worth the trouble of opening the Curtiss Street 
lobby.  However, the 15 minute parking spaces seemed to be in constant use throughout the day, and the 
election people said the day went very smoothly, with very few complaints in spite of what was probably 
the largest turnout at this polling place ever.  
 
The Literature Department staff has reported that the signs saying Teen Central is reserved for use by 
teens seem to be working fine. They have not seen adults hanging out in the area since the signs were 
posted.  
 
Reporter Sandy Zeles informed the library via email that she is no longer covering the library for the 
Reporter.  The reporter who will now be covering the library is Alexa Jenner.  Sandy said that in addition 
to the library, Alexa will also be covering District 58 and Clarendon Hills. 
 
TRUSTEES REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Trustee Read reported that MLS is starting its own Foundation and has received a check for $35,000. 
 



Trustee Vlcek expressed thanks to those staff who have added to their own work load to cover for a staff 
member who is ill.  She also asked for a future report on homebound delivery services.   
  
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
 



PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
Minutes of Public Hearing 

April 11, 2007 
 

Downers Grove Public Works Facility 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

 
 
Chairman Johnson called the April 11, 2007 meeting of the Parking and Traffic Commission to 
order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call followed and a quorum was established. 
  
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Commissioners Carlquist, Stapleton, Thurston, Wendt, Chairman Johnson  
 
Absent: Commissioners Kren and Yeksigian 
 
Staff Present: Traffic Manager Dorin Fera; Public Works Asst. Dir. Mike 

Millette; Traffic Engineer Lou Dominquez; Police Sgt. Harrison, 
and Recording Secretary Megan Dugard 

 
Visitors:  Mr. Todd Reese, Downers Grove Park District; Ms. Dolores 

Mielzynski, Principal, St. Mary’s School; Ms. Valerie Noll, 4744 
Fairview; Mr. Steve Vogrin, 7121 Mathias Road; Mr. Tom 
Kalas, 5607 Carpenter; Mr. Karl Knecht, 4104 Elm Street. 

 
Chairman Johnson informed the commissioners the meeting was being recorded on Village 
owned equipment to aid in the preparation of the meeting minutes. 
 
APPROVAL OF  MARCH 14, 2007 MINUTES
 
COMMISSIONER WENDT MOVED TO APPROVE THE MARCH 14, 2007 MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED.  COMMISSIONER THURSTON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 
BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS
 
File #07-07  Prairie Avenue at St. Mary’s School - Parking Modification Update.  Chairman 
Johnson reminded the commission this was a continuation from last month dealing with the 
expansion of the bus loading zone on Prairie Avenue.  Discussion last month focused on 
alternative staging of the buses and whether Prairie Avenue should remain open during certain 
hours, etc.  Staff was directed to research the matter further. 
 
After discussions with the park district, Mr. Fera stated the district was interested in staging the 
buses in the Hummer Park parking lot.  The school was also agreeable.  In addition, the school 
would like to maintain a No Parking in the entire zone while school is in session.   Chairman 
Johnson’s only concern was the location of Hummer Park and the buses reaching the school 
at the appropriate time.  
 
Chairman Johnson opened up the meeting to the public. 
 
Ms. Dolores Mielzynski, Principal for St. Mary’s School, made a formal presentation to the 
commission as to why the school would like to change the ordinance in front of the school from 
a No Parking Zone to a Bus Loading Zone from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on school days.  She 
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stated it was for the safety of the children and the school wanted to be a good neighbor.  Details 
followed on how the school had pursued different alternatives.   
 
Ms. Valerie Noll, 4744 Fairview, did not feel it should be a bus loading zone because the buses 
would be on the street for a longer period of time and would cause traffic issues.  She discussed 
the efficiency of the buses presently when they parked directly across the street and the overall 
improved traffic flow.   
 
Ms. Mielzynski confirmed her correspondence with Mr. Cermak of the park district regarding 
use of the Hummer Park parking lot.  She also stated the buses also considered parking on 
Gierz Street, Chicago Avenue and Wilson Streets.   
 
Mr. Todd Reese, Director of Parks for Downers Grove, confirmed receiving the letter from 
St. Mary’s School.  He also conveyed his discussions with Mr. Fera about the park district 
exploring the option of allowing the buses to park at the Hummer Park parking lot.  Mr. Reese 
stated that St. Mary’s was to put their request in writing and address some of the park district’s 
concerns.  
 
Mr. Tom Kalas, 5607 Carpenter, stated his children attend St. Mary’s School and use the 
buses.  He expressed concern about safety and that the buses not block the driveways.  He had 
no previous conflict with the buses when he occasionally dropped off his children at school. 
 
Ms. Valerie Noll, 4744 Fairview, emphasized the current staging in the parking lot of St. Mary’s 
Church was working and was a good solution.  She discussed those folks who see the buses 
want to speed through the parking lot to avoid the buses.  Keeping the current staging would 
avoid staff revising the area as a Bus Loading Zone.  She recommended signage that states 
“For children’s safety, curbside unloading only.”   
 
For the record, Mr. Fera asked St. Mary’s School Principal long the school has had busing in 
front of their facility.  Ms. Mielzynski conveyed it had been a long time. 
 
Mr. Steve Vogrin, 7121 Mathias Road, stated in 1982 the buses were loading and unloading at 
the same location.   He asked what time period would be acceptable for the buses to stage at 
the location.   
 
Ms. Valeria Noll reiterated the current staging was working and the buses were on the street for 
no more than 15 minutes which was an improvement.   
 
Chairman Johnson pointed out that staff has suggested that 600 feet of Prairie Avenue be 
declared a No Parking Zone and a School Bus Loading Zone but the intent was to govern and 
work with the bus company to ensure the buses would not be parking there for an excessive 
period of time.  Mr. Reese indicated he was looking at alternatives to work for all involved.    
 
Ms. Dolores Mielzynski, Principal, clarified the buses were staging in the regular parking lot of 
the church.  However, the lot was becoming too congested and there were safety concerns 
which was why she was trying to locate alternative locations. 
 
Mr. Tom Kalas, 5607 Carpenter, stated he was working with the bus company to solve the 
problem.  To allow the buses to park on the side streets may cause future problems with those 
neighbors and would move the problem to another area.   
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Chairman Johnson suggested trying staff’s recommendations and asked the neighbors to 
monitor them. 
 
Ms. Valerie Noll stated she did not have any issues with vehicles parking in front of her 
property.  Currently, there very few cars parking on the street when children were going to and 
from school.   
 
Asked if staff could place time limitations on the signage, Mr. Fera stated it could be done but it 
created issues the last time, which was why the school was concerned that a car would park in 
the bus zone during unloading operations.   Mr. Fera also raised discussion about splitting the 
number of buses and placing them half in the school’s parking lot and the other half in the park 
district lot to avoid putting all nine buses on the street.    
 
Mr. Dominquez asked Sgt. Harrison for clarification of a School Bus Loading Zone, wherein he 
stated students must be loading or unloading and the buses cannot be parked.   
 
Ms. Valerie Noll, 4744 Fairview, conveyed that while the bus loading/unloading zone may work 
at North High School, it may not prevent it from still happening.  She believed the next issue 
was buses would not pay attention to the signage, wherein Sgt. Harrison stated the police 
would now have the legal ability to enforce the restrictions, whereas, currently the police did not 
have that ability.  The police were also trying to work out solutions.  Ms. Noll stated she did 
intend to be the watchdog of the neighborhood nor make it difficult for St. Mary’s School, just to 
make it safe.   
 
No commissioner comments followed. 
 
COMMISSIONER CARLQUIST MADE A MOTION TO MODIFY THE CURRENT PARKING 
RESTRICTION FROM “NO PARKING 7:00 AM. TO 4:00 P.M. EXCEPT SATURDAYS, 
SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS” ON THE NORTH SIDE OF PRAIRIE AVENUE, FROM THE 
EAST LINE OF DOUGLAS ROAD TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY FEET EAST OF THE EAST 
LINE OF DOUGLAS ROAD, TO “NO PARKING - SCHOOL BUS LOADING ZONE, 7:00 A.M. 
TO 4:00 P.M., EXCEPT SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS” ON THE NORTH SIDE 
OF PRAIRIE AVENUE, FROM THE EAST LINE OF DOUGLAS ROAD TO SIX HUNDRED 
(600) FEET EAST OF THE EAST LINE OF DOUGLAS ROAD.   
 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STAPLETON.    
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
AYE:  MR. CARLQUIST, MR. STAPLETON, MR. THURSTON, MR. WENDT, CHAIRMAN 

JOHNSON 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED.   VOTE: 5-0 
 
 
File #03-07 Park Zone Speed Limits Program Update.  Chairman Johnson reminded the 
commissioners this matter was also discussed last month and there was consensus for the 
approach and modifications of the signs.  However, he stated the Downers Grove Park District 
would like to consider two additional park locations:  Wallingford Park and Washington Park.  
The only issue Chairman Johnson had was that if the program was going to be instituted it 
should be considered for all affected streets rather than one or two streets.  
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Mr. Dorin Fera surmised that the two additional parks were added because there was direct 
interaction with the street system.  In addition, Washington Park was made up of two quadrants 
and it was a matter of more vehicle/pedestrian interactions occurring at the southern quadrant.   
 
Mr. Todd Reese, Director of Parks for the Downers Grove Park District, thanked staff for their 
proposal but explained the first three sites were chosen due to resident concerns the district 
received regarding speeding and the speed of traffic when high levels of ball field activity were 
occurring.  The two new sites came out of a recommendation from park district staff which 
included Washington Park, which does have a ball field.  Wallingford Park was chosen due to 
the proximity of the playground to the roadway.   He did receive feedback from residents who 
thought the speed reduction was a nice idea but they were not certain it would help.  Instead, 
the residents believed it would depend upon enforcement to slow traffic down, especially along 
Cumnor Road at Whitlock Park.   
 
Mr. Wendt questioned what the “trigger” was, i.e., the park district or the village, on whether 
other parks should be part of the program.  Mr. Fera believed it could be either, since the 
regulations on how to apply the program did not state who had to lead the request.  In this case, 
it was the park district whom alerted the Village as to the upcoming state regulations.   
 
Chairman Johnson recalled the police department was asked to review the program and they 
appeared comfortable with it. 
 
Mr. Karl Knecht, 4104 Elm Street, asked for the sign location for Wallingford Park, wherein 
Chairman Johnson presented a diagram showing him the locations.  Mr. Knecht stated cars 
will park on some of the grass on Elm Street.  He also agreed enforcement will be a positive.   
He commented that during the day when children are playing, car traffic appears to be slower 
but quickens during commuter times.   Dialog followed on the amount of parking occurring on 
Elm Street and the fact that the street was narrow.   
 
Mr. Fera noted the signage would be in effect at any time when children were at play.  However, 
Chairman Johnson voiced his concern about that, noting the reduced speed could be at any 
time of the day, 24 hours a day.  But he agreed the program had to be tried.    Mr. Fera also 
noted that the signage would just be limited to the effective length of the park itself.   
 
MR. CARLQUIST MADE A MOTION TO ADD THE THREE STREET LOCATIONS (ELM 
STREET, FRANKLIN STREET, ELM STREET) OF WALLINGFORD PARK AND 
WASHINGTON PARK -- TO THE PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATION.  SECONDED BY MR. 
THURSTON. 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
AYE: MR. CARLQUIST, MR. THURSTON, MR. STAPLETON, MR. WENDT, 

CHAIRMAN JOHNSON 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE: 5-0 
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
Mr. Fera provided an update on the neighborhood meetings for 68th Street, Claremont Drive, 
and the Middaugh/Franklin intersection.  Many of the residents were pleased to meet with the 
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Village to have their issues heard.  Details of each of the three meetings followed.   Mr. Fera 
believed the process will eventually pull out the good ideas that will work and which staff can 
support.  The 68th Street parking issues, and the Middaugh/Franklin issues were scheduled for 
the May 9, 2007 Commission meeting.    
 
Chairman Johnson suggested that staff provide the Commission first with the data from the 
Claremont matter in order to discuss at a regular meeting.  Mr. Fera stated the data was 
collected and the residents already had their neighborhood meeting and their concerns were 
aired.   Mr. Millette agreed a meeting could be held but to convey to the residents that no action 
would be taken on the Claremont matter.  Chairman Johnson suggested listing the Claremont 
matter as an informal discussion prior to the public meeting.   Mr. Fera offered to get copies of 
the summaries of the meetings to the commissioners.   Chairman Johnson agreed to discuss it 
more.   
 
An update followed on the 71st Street improvement, noting the improvement was working well 
and speed limits were also working due to the enforcement.   
 
Discussion followed on the Hillcrest School parking matter.  Mr. Fera stated the school was 
seeking a crossing guard warrant for the intersection.  Data collection was being reviewed.  
Currently, no internal parking existed for visitors or school-related business.  Parking 
refinements are being considered on the east side of Hillcrest Road, north of Jefferson Street.   
 
Other dialog followed on the costs for the speed trailers and how they were powered, and how 
the 68th Street matter arose, i.e., due to the Green Briar development, future parking and 
speeding.  Regarding the Belmont underpass, Mr. Millette reported that Metra plans to have 
utility relocation work starting in the fourth quarter of 2007 for a period of one year.  The viaduct 
proper will begin construction in the fourth quarter of 2008 for a period of 18 to 24 months 
depending upon funding.  Latest costs estimates for the underpass are at $40 million.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
1. Letter - Village to Ms. Lisa Woodman re: Claremont Drive 
 
ADJOURN 
 
COMMISSIONER CARLQUIST MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. COMMISSIONER 
WENDT SECONDED THE MOTION.   MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE  VOTE OF 5-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/ Celeste K. Weilandt   
Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary  
 

 5 


	Minutes 04-11-07.pdf
	 

	Minutes 04-11-07pandt.pdf
	PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION 


