
PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
Minutes of Public Hearing 

November 8, 2006 
 

Downers Grove Public Works Facility 
5101 Walnut Avenue, Downers Grove 

 
 
Chairman Johnson called the November 8, 2006 meeting of the Parking and Traffic Commission 
to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call followed and a quorum was established. 
  
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Commissioners Stapleton, Thurston, Wendt, Yeksigian, Chairman Johnson  
 
Absent: Commissioners Carlquist, Kren 
 
Staff Present: Mr. David Barber, Dir. of Public Works; Mr. Mike Millette, Asst. 

Dir. of Public Works; Mr. Dorin Fera, Traffic Manager; Mr. Luis 
Dominguez; Police Sgt. Harrison, Police Officer Sembach; and 
Recording Secretary Megan Dugard. 

 
Visitors:  Mr. Bob Pape, 1701 71st Street; Ms. Patricia Murphy, 633 

Chicago Avenue; Ms. Marjorie Owen, 1600 71st Street; Ms. 
Barb Cimbalista, 1617 71st Street; Mr. Dan Merkle, 1606 71st 
Street; Mr. Gil and Ms. Marci Nuccio, 1623 71st Street; Rick 
and Terry Rettberg, 4827 Stanley; Mr. Bill Wrobel, 7800 
Queens Court; Mr. John Ebe, 1706 71st Street; Mr. Jeff Jede, 
1618 71st Street; Ms. Marry Morrow, 626 Franklin; Mr. Bill 
Tokash, 4729 Debolt, Ms. Patrice LaMontagna, 7011 
Plymouth Street.   

 
 
Chairman Johnson informed the commissioners that the meeting was being recorded on 
Village owned equipment to aid in the preparation of the meeting minutes. 
 
APPROVAL OF  OCTOBER 11, 2006 MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONER WENDT MOVED TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 11, 2006 MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED.  COMMISSIONER THURSTON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION PASSED 
BY VOICE VOTE OF 5-0. 
 
OLD  BUSINESS   
 
File #13-06  71st Street, Dunham to Binder Road - Speeding and Safety Issues.  Chairman 
Johnson explained to the residents that this matter was a continuation from the October, 2006 
meeting.  Due to well received public comment, staff did have a recommendation.   Mr. Fera 
summarized the public comments and condensed some of the four alternatives previously 
discussed and put them into two workable design phases, which were exhibited on the wall 
during the meeting.  Chairman Johnson reviewed the previous concerns on 71st Street, noting 
there appeared to be a consensus to narrow the roadway and extend the curbs into the 
intersection.  He further explained that staff is proposing a short-term design (Phase I) which 
would include striping the parking lanes along both sides of 71st Street and also provide turn 
lanes at the key intersections.  A long-term design (Phase II) would include creating curb 
extensions at the intersection corners thereby narrowing the street and shortening the walking 
distance across 71st Street.  A double-yellow centerline is proposed to positively guide motorists 
through the entire length of 71st Street.  Staff also is recommending changing all the yield signs 
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on approaching streets to 71st Street to be Stop signs. Lastly, staff’s final recommendation was 
to reduce the existing 30 mph to 25 mph to coincide with the posted limit on the Woodridge side.   
 
Mr. Barber confirmed that staff did listen to the concerns of the residents over the past two 
meetings which resulted in the recommendations being discussed.  He explained the short-term 
changes that would take place immediately, those changes over the winter, and those in the 
spring, with monitoring during the summer.  Should the cars begin to slow down, etc., the 
second-design phase may not be necessary.  Details of the physical and pavement changes 
followed.   
 
Asked whether posting signs and painting the pavement with 25 mph make a difference, 
Mr. Barber reiterated that posting signs and painting may not solve the problem but placing 
borders around the speed limit signs and painting “25 MPH” on the pavement would get more 
attention.   He believed the area offered an opportunity, and, if effective, could be used in other 
areas of town. Should the long-term steps be necessary, cost estimates would be available for 
the budget.   
 
Whether more requests for decreases in speed limits to 25 mph on collector roads would occur, 
Mr. Barber felt that more requests would occur, but documentation of the issue was key.  
Chairman Johnson commented that he was not supportive of lowering speeds, but he did feel 
the striping would slow the vehicles down.   
 
As to changing all of the yield signs to stop signs, there was concern about the vehicles 
increasing speed on 71st Street.   
 
Chairman Johnson opened up the meeting to public comment. 
 
Mr. Gil Nuccio, 1623 71st Street, Downers Grove, voiced his concerns stating that initially there 
was talk about placing stop signs on 71st Street, but by doing so, creates accidents, which he 
believed could occur in this case.  He stated there was no data to support the recommendation 
and he did not support the changes being recommended and there was no reason for them.  He 
believed other alternatives existed and that traffic professionals understood what it takes to 
reduce traffic on streets.   
 
In response, Chairman Johnson explained that data existed and was part of the village’s traffic 
calming program.  Staff’s recommendations for the alternatives/phases proposed were part of 
the village’s traffic calming program.   
  
Mr. Nuccio further inquired whether data existed which indicated that implementing staff’s 
recommendations would effectively accomplish what there was to accomplish.   
 
Chairman Johnson indicated that the staff’s short-term phase of design was an experiment in 
the sense that staff was going to see if the short-term changes worked for 71st Street.   
 
Mr. Nuccio further asked whether Dunham Road was reviewed since it was striped and what 
did the data reflect.  He believed investment in the village’s police department would be money 
well spent rather than taking this action that is questionable.   
 
Mr. Bob Pape, 1701 71st Street, Downers Grove, voiced his concerns about moving onto 71st 
Street.  He wrote the village a letter in August, 2006 detailing a number of issues.  He believed 
the street needed an unmarked police car and that too many cars existed on 71st Street.    
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Ms. Marjorie Owen, 1600 71st Street, Downers Grove, has been involved with the Traffic 
meetings since May 2005 and believed staff’s recommendations were a step in the right 
direction, noting that staff was trying to make the residents’ subdivision safer.  However, she 
had a concern about the speed limit being painted on the pavement.  She asked that staff be 
considerate of where it paints the speed limit for aesthetic purposes, i.e., not too close to her 
driveway.   
 
Ms. Marci Nuccio, 1623 71st Street, Downers Grove, asked if the village has considered 
narrowing the road itself.  She believed all of the striping would take away from the 
neighborhood.  She asked why the residents could not try stop signs first and make 71st Street 
less desirable as a road to travel.   
 
Chairman Johnson reminded the public that in order to accomplish some of the requests, 
some of the recommendations will have to be tried but in a way that is the least intrusive.  He 
agreed no one liked excessive signs or painting.  Chairman Johnson also explained the 
purpose of a stop sign was a way to designate who has the right of way and not for speed 
control. 
  
Ms. Patrice LaMontagna, 7011 Plymouth, Downers Grove, asked if stop signs could be used 
to get children safely across a street.  She reiterated that 71st Street was dangerous.  She asked 
if speed tables were discussed. 
 
Discussion followed on the purpose of a stopped school bus with warning lights, the driver’s 
responsibility, and allowing children to cross the street.   
 
Mr. Barber proceeded to explain that speed tables were not considered so much because 
under the policy that was adopted for traffic calming on a collector street, once a street 
exceeded a certain traffic volume, speed tables were not a permitted solution for traffic calming.  
Chairman Johnson then provided an explanation of the village’s traffic calming program.   
 
Mr. Dan Merkle, 1606 71st Street, Downers Grove, asked if a collector street is considered a 
through street and if warning signs would be effective.   
 
Chairman Johnson believed too many signs may not be a good thing because eventually 
drivers do not pay attention to them.   As to 71st being a through street, Chairman Johnson 
agreed that it was a collector from the area but was also a through street.  He further discussed 
the accident which occurred some years back which caused the village to review the speed on 
71st Street.   
 
Ms. Barb Cimbalista, 1617 71st Street, Downers Grove, thanked the commission for the time 
put into this matter.  She asked for color clarification of the painted stripes, wherein Mr. Barber 
indicated it would be the standard yellow paint for the centerlines, and white paint for the 
edgelines. 
 
Mr. Wendt asked that staff paint the “25 MPH” on the pavement in such way to least affect as 
many residents as possible 
 
Mr. Barber confirmed he would take care of the pavement painting as suggested and presented 
a photo example.  He clarified that the “experiment” mentioned earlier was that staff was 
choosing an option to not spend money.   
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Mr. Bill Wrobel, 7800 Queens Court, Downers Grove, thanked the residents of 71st Street for 
keeping the matter in the village’s forefront and discussed the petition’s history.   Chairman 
Johnson also added that Mr. Wrobel was a key player in getting the traffic calming program 
underway in the village.    
 
Mr. Gil Nuccio, 1623 71st Street, Downers Grove, stated that Chairman Johnson was asking a 
woman to cross the street with her children once a school bus stops and puts out its stop sign.   
He reiterated the matter was speed and not how children cross the street and whether parents 
are present to cross them. He suggested to have the police provide enforcement.  He asked 
that staff provide the traffic data, the percentages, and resolutions to the problem.   He stated 
the data was kept secret. 
 
Chairman Johnson explained that the data existed.  It was reviewed and discussed at previous 
meetings for 71st Street and staff was now giving its recommendations.  He entertained a 
motion. 
 
COMMISSIONER WENDT MADE A MOTION THAT THE PARKING AND TRAFFIC 
COMMISSION ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE VILLAGE STAFF AS IT 
RELATES TO 71ST STREET: 
 

1) REDUCE THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT FROM 30 MPH TO 25 MPH ON 71ST STREET 
BETWEEN BINDER ROAD AND DUNHAM ROAD; 

2) TO INSTALL PHASE I (SHORT-TERM DESIGN) AS PROPOSED.  SHOULD PHASE I 
NOT WORK; STAFF IS TO RE-EVALUATE PHASE II (LONG-TERM DESIGN); AND 

3) DESIGNATE 71ST STREET TO BE A THROUGH STREET BETWEEN BINDER ROAD 
AND DUNHAM ROAD SUCH THAT ALL APPROACHING HIGHWAYS AND 
STREETS BE CONTROLLED WITH STOP SIGNS AND ALL VEHICLES 
APPROACHING 71ST STREET FROM THE NORTH OR SOUTH SHALL COME TO A 
COMPLETE STOP BEFORE CROSSING 71ST STREET. 

 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER THURSTON.  ROLL CALL:  
 
AYE: MR.  WENDT, MR. THURSTON, MR. STAPLETON, CHAIRMAN JOHNSON 
NAY: MR. YEKSIGIAN 
Noted: Mr. YEKSIGIAN OBJECTED TO THE RECOMMENDATION OF REDUCTION OF THE 
SPEED LIMIT FROM 30 MPH TO 25 MPH ON 71ST STREET BETWEEN BINDER ROAD AND 
DUNHAM ROAD. THIS ITEM WAS NOT SUPPORTED BY THE DATA AT HAND. 
MOTION PASSED.  VOTE:  4-1 
 
 
File #10-06  Linden Place, Chicago Avenue to Austin Street - Safety Review.  Chairman 
Johnson acknowledged that Linden Place was an unusual and substandard street in that it was 
narrower than most found in the village.  Chairman Johnson summarized that staff has held 
neighborhood meetings with the residents to discuss their concerns on Linden Street.  After 
meeting with them, staff has come up with a few recommendations: 1) reduce the speed on 
Linden Place from 25 MPH to 20 MPH; 2) convert Linden Place from a two-way street to a 
southbound one-way street between Chicago Avenue and Prairie Avenue; and 3) convert 
Linden Place from a two-way street to a northbound one-way street between Austin and Prairie 
Avenues.   
  
Mr. Fera discussed the positive results which came out of the neighborhood meetings, noting a 
number of ideas by the residents were discussed.  One of the key issues which came out of the 
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meetings was that traffic volume was more of an issue than traffic speed.  He agreed the road 
was not wide enough for two-way travel and safety was becoming more of a concern over the 
past few years.  While the recommendations were not perfect, Mr. Fera agreed they would 
address the needs for vehicles to use Linden Place to avoid going to the intersection of Prairie 
Avenue and Douglas Road.  The idea is to have Prairie Avenue be the street that the vehicles 
would feed into instead of the other way around.  He asked for resident input. 
 
Commissioners had no comments at this time.   
 
Chairman Johnson opened the meeting up for public comment. 
 
Mr. Rick Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, Downers Grove, who has resided at his residence for the 
past 27 years, stated his garage abuts onto Linden Place.  This was the first time he was aware 
of a meeting on this matter and did not hear any of his neighbors speaking about it.  He agreed 
the street was not wide enough for two-lane traffic.  He believed speed was a concern, however.   
 
Chairman Johnson summarized for Mr. Rettberg a brief history of when the matter was initially 
brought to the commission, i.e., June/July 2006, and noted that if notification did go out, it 
probably did not go out to residents on Stanley.   He read page 1 of staff’s report listing the 
concerns cited by the residents at the neighbor meeting.   
 
Mr. Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, stated he lives at the T-intersection of Linden and Wilson and 
stating during the time he has resided there, there were two accidents with both drivers joy-
riding.  While he agreed the width of the road was a concern and understanding the history of 
Linden Place, he recommended installing one or two speed humps. 
 
A short dialog followed regarding notification to the residents, wherein staff noted that all the 
addresses on the attached map in the report were notified, including 4827 Stanley. 
 
Ms. Mary Morrow, 626 Franklin, Downers Grove, stated she received a notification a few days 
before the meeting.  She asked for clarification of the one-way proposals.   
 
Ms. Terry Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, Downers Grove, stated four residences existed between 
Franklin and Wilson that will need to go north to go to Prairie to get of their garages.  She asked 
how staff planned to address the T-intersection for those vehicles heading west on Wilson.   
 
Mr. Fera explained the signing was not currently on the drawing; however, appropriate “Do Not 
Enter” signage would be installed where the roadway is transitioned from two-way to one-way.  
 
Ms. Terry Rettberg, asked for better clarification from Mr. Fera on addressing Wilson Avenue 
between Franklin and Prairie.   
 
Chairman Johnson did not remember specifically what the law calls for with a T-intersection, 
but believed the T-intersection implied that the streets entering the T-intersection would have to 
yield to the cross street.   
 
Ms. Terry Rettberg stated that for the first 20 years she resided at her residence, there was a 
stop sign at Wilson before Linden Place, but it was knocked down and never replaced.   
 
If the matter was an issue, Chairman Johnson believed it could be addressed.  Mr. Millette 
offered to review the village code again.   
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Chairman Johnson inquired of staff whether there was good turnout for the neighborhood 
meetings and whether it was necessary to contact them again to hold another meeting.  
Mr. Fera stated he believed it was not necessary and that he did receive a phone call from a 
resident who signed the petition who could not attend the meeting.  He stated the resident 
supported staff’s recommendations.   
 
Ms. Terry Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, reiterated again that her garage was right at the T-
intersection and she did not receive a petition, wherein Mr. Barber explained how the original 
petition came about and that there was a need to expand the notification to include another 
block in order to receive enough residential input. 
 
Chairman Johnson asked those residents who reside on Linden Place or whose garages were 
located on Linden Place, how they felt about changing Linden Place to a one-way direction. 
 
Mr. Rick Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, stated it would not affect him that much because his garage 
was slightly south of the T-intersection.  However, his neighbor to the north, may be affected 
because he put a large investment into the lot.  He said another home with a newly built garage 
may also be affected.  However, as one moved closer to Prairie, he felt it would be a lesser 
concern.  
 
Mr. Bill Tokash, 4729 Debolt, Downers Grove, voiced concern about the potential for a traffic 
log-jam at Linden Place and Prairie Avenue and future safety issues.   
 
Mr. Thurston, however, did not believe there was much traffic on Linden from Austin to Prairie 
and, therefore, it was not an issue.  The staff and residents discussed the issues of traffic on 
Sundays and the sight problems that existed at the southeast corner of the T-intersection of 
Wilson.   
 
Ms. Pat Murphy, 633 Chicago Avenue, supported staff’s recommendation.  She discussed the 
many near-misses coming out of her driveway over the past few years.  She said when St. 
Mary’s is in session, the traffic between Prairie Avenue and Chicago Avenue is very significant 
and there are distracted drivers.   
 
Ms. Mary Morrow, 626 Franklin, acknowledged that staff’s recommendation will change the 
traffic flow and she and her husband were fine with the recommendation.  The reduced speed 
was fine.  She emphasized that staff carefully review the placement of signage where Wilson T-
intersects into Linden Place.   
 
Dialog followed by Chairman Johnson expressing concern if the village was creating a larger 
problem, wherein Mr. Millette felt it appropriate to continue to monitor the matter and if vehicles 
were being pushed off to another area, the area was at least wider.  He reminded the 
commission and public that a six-month review of the area would take place.   
  
Mr. Wendt voiced concern about traffic converging and whether there could be some form of 
choking-off on Prairie Avenue to alert vehicles should they not see the “Do Not Enter” signs, 
wherein Mr. Fera said it was a possibility.   Another suggestion also included restricting parking 
on the north side of Prairie Avenue going east to allow for better sight lines.   
 
Mr. Bill Wrobel, 7800 Queens Court, discussed how the schools in Tennessee in cooperation 
with the villages and the police departments must address how to get children out their cars and 
getting children walking to school.   
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Mr. Bill Tokash, 4729 Debolt, asked whether any parking bans existed on Prairie Avenue east 
of Linden Place.  
 
Ms. Terry Rettberg, 4827 Stanley, emphasized the need for more signage near her 
intersection.   
 
Mr. Bill Tokash, 4729 Debolt, mentioned that there have been many near-misses at Linden 
Place and Gierz Avenue, where his driveway exists and he asked for more signage heading 
westbound. 
 
COMMISSIONER THURSTON MADE A MOTION TO FORWARD A POSITIVE 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL THAT THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS BE 
IMPLEMENTED:   
 

1) REDUCE THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT ON LINDEN PLACE FROM 25 MPH TO 20 
MPH BETWEEN CHICAGO AND AUSTIN STREETS; 

 
2) CONVERT LINDEN PLACE FROM A TWO-WAY STREET TO A SOUTHBOUND ONE-

WAY STREET BETWEEN CHICAGO AVENUE AND PRAIRIE AVENUE; 
 
3) CONVERT LINDEN PLACE FROM A TWO-WAY STREET TO A NORTHBOUND ONE-

WAY STREET BETWEEN AUSTIN AND PRAIRIE AVENUE; AND  
 
4) STAFF TO REVIEW THE EXISTING CODES FOR SIGNAGE ON GIERZ AND 

WILSON AND TO INSTALL APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE, IF NECESSARY. 
 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STAPLETON.  ROLL CALL: 
 
AYE: MR. THURSTON, MR. STAPLETON, MR. WENDT, MR. YEKSIGIAN, CHAIRMAN 

JOHNSON 
NAY: NONE 
 
MOTION PASSED.  VOTE:  5-0. 
 
Mr. Bill Tokash, 4729 Debolt Avenue, inquired about a notice letter for the village council 
meeting.  Mr. Barber stated he will attempt to get notification out for the December 12, 2006 
council workshop.  
 
Chairman Johnson reiterated to the residents to continue contacting the village with their traffic 
concerns.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Barber conveyed that he will be bringing forth to this commission a discussion about 
sidewalks in February.  Approximately $75,000 was added to the budget by the village council 
for the sidewalk program.  Details followed on some of the projects that needed better 
coordination.  Mr. Barber reported the sidewalk inventory was almost finished but gaps on 
collector streets still needed to be identified.  Lastly, the commission will need to address the 
village’s policy for construction of sidewalks for those residents who do not want sidewalks up to 
their property lines.   
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For December’s agenda, Mr. Barber explained that staff has been requested to review the 
intersection of Esplanade and Lacy, i.e., a request for a four-way stop sign.  Currently, a two-
way stop exists at the intersection.   
 
Administratively, Mr. Barber also stated he would like to add a new Section VII to the agenda 
called “Communications” because staff is holding a number of neighborhood meetings with 
residents prior to the commission meetings, and general correspondence with residents.   He 
would like to forward the communication taking place from those meetings and to document it 
accordingly so that the commission is informed.   
 
A general dialog followed regarding the suggestion for more police patrol on 71st Street.  
Mr. Barber recalled that there were previous reports to the commission that stated the police 
had been out on 71st Street, and a few citations were issued but that resources were limited.  
Police Sgt. Harrison indicated that he did send unmarked cars to the area.  Mr. Wendt 
suggested parking a squad in someone’s driveway.  Police Officer Sembach stated a speed 
box could be implemented also.  Mr. Barber pointed out, however, that the intersection was not 
aligned very well and it was a difficult matter.  Other difficult roads were mentioned. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
COMMISSIONER WENDT MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. COMMISSIONER 
YEKSIGIAN SECONDED THE MOTION.   MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE  VOTE OF 5-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
(as transcribed by tape) 
 
/s/ Celeste K. Weilandt    
Celeste K. Weilandt, Recording Secretary  


