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1.  WHAT IS TRAFFIC CALMING?    

Neighborhood t ra ffic issues, consist ing of vehicu la r speeding, cu t th rough t ra ffic, and 
genera l congest ion , have become issues of sign ificant impor tance.  The last severa l Cit izen 
Surveys have indica ted t ra ffic issues to be top Village concerns.  

Traffic Calming involves st ra tegic educa t iona l, physica l and opera t iona l changes to st reet s 
to reduce vehicle speeds and to decrease nega t ive impacts from automobiles.    

The Village uses three pr imary methods to crea te a sa fe environment for vehicu la r and 
pedest r ian t ra ffic and to prevent accidents. These three methods a re somet imes refer red to 
as the three E 's of sa fety (Educa t ion , Enforcement and Engineer ing).   The  3 E s can be 
used in the overa ll t ra ffic sa fety plan for the Village of Downers Grove. 

The fir st step is to Educa te the motor ing public about an issue by ra ising awareness and 
changing dr iver a t t itude.  The second step would be Enforcement act ion , which is designed 
to have an immedia te impact on dr iver conduct and influence fu ture behavior .  The last 
opt ion is to make Engineer ing or st ructura l modifica t ions to the roadway to prohibit 
cer ta in vehicu la r movements or encourage vehicles to dr ive a t appropr ia te speeds.   While 
Engineer ing may assist in cont rolling behavior , educa t ion and enforcement a re necessary 
to t ry to address the human factor in unsafe act s.    

There is no doubt tha t unsafe condit ions can somet imes be elimina ted through the proper 
applica t ion of engineer ing pr inciples.  These pr inciples should be applied to problems tha t 
a re posed by unsafe condit ions.   Safety engineer ing can t a lways be effect ive in cases 
where human behavior causes an unsafe act .  Safety educa t ion is the most effect ive tool in 
the prevent ion of human causes of accidents.  In most cases, accidents can be prevented 
through adequate sa fety engineer ing and educa t ion ; however , there is the rea lity tha t 
some people will fa il to comply with accepted safety standards no mat ter how much 
engineer ing has been completed or how much educa t ion has been performed.  In these 
cases effect ive enforcement measures will need to be in place.   

It should be clear tha t no single element of the 3 E s can provide the absolu te answer to a ll 
t ra ffic sa fety concerns.  Ra ther , there is a need for an in tegra ted approach to such a 
complex issue.   It will be essent ia l to ana lyze the hazard or t ra ffic problem in quest ion 
pr ior to select ing the proper E or combina t ion of E s to decrease or elimina te the poten t ia l 
hazard or problem.  

Traffic cont rol devices a re designed to keep t ra ffic on the appropr ia tely classified road.  
They do so by making the t ravel t ime on resident ia l st reet s longer than the t ravel t ime on 
the adjacent a r ter ia l roads. Traffic ca lming devices need to be par t of a scheme extending 
a long a st reet , severa l st reet s, or neighborhood to be effect ive.  The object ives a re to 



  
control t ra ffic over an a rea , not an isola ted loca t ion , and to be compat ible with st reet 
act ivit ies and adjacent land uses.  

Resident ia l st reet s serve many funct ions.  They may provide for on-st reet parking, 
circu la t ion and access to proper t ies for owners, visitors, service and emergency vehicles.  
Children play there; neighbors meet and socia lize there.  People use st reets as an 
extension of their yards.  Resident ia l st reet s a re not meant for h igh volume or h igh speed 
t ra ffic.  

Resident s expect their st reet s to be: 

 

Safe for their ch ildren as well as themselves; 

 

A place where people have freedom of movement ; 

 

A quiet place devoid of excessive t ra ffic; 

 

A place where vehicles t ravel slowly, shar ing the space with pedest r ians and bikes.  

Village sta ff will st r ive to incorpora te the following object ives:  

 

Work with neighborhood groups and homeowners to develop t ra ffic ca lming measures 
on a neighborhood-wide basis as needed. 

 

Traffic ca lming measures sha ll not in ten t iona lly reloca te the same problem to another 
st reet or neighborhood. 

 

Avoid rest r ict ing reasonable access and egress. 

 

Use self-enforcing measures where appropr ia te. 

 

Promote non-motor ized t ranspor ta t ion mode (walking, bicycling) wherever possible. 

 

Consider a ll services (school bus, t ransit , emergency snow plowing, garbage, etc.). 

 

Monitor and follow-up on a neighborhood-wide basis.  



  
2. TYP ICAL TRAFFIC CALMING   
P ROGRAM REVIEW P ROCESS    

1. P re lim in ary Dia logu e w ith P u blic Works Staff

  
A preliminary dia logue with Public Works sta ff (in person visit , let ter , e-mail, or phone ca ll) is needed to 
discuss the t ra ffic issue or concern and to communica te the t ra ffic ca lming program review process.  
Dur ing th is dia logue, the pet it ioner will receive preliminary feedback about the issue or concern and the 
policies of the Village of Downers Grove.    

2. Su bm itta l of a P e tit ion

  

Following the preliminary dia logue with sta ff, the pet it ioner is encouraged to submit a completed Traffic 
Ca lming Program Pet it ion Form (a t tached) to the Transpor ta t ion Division Manager as addressed on the 
form. The pet it ion should have a minimum of five suppor t ing signa tures, each from a differen t address, 
to in it ia te a sta ff review.   The Form is available on the Village s web site a t www.downers.us, or sta ff 
can mail a copy to the requestor .   

3. Staff Re view

   

Once a completed pet it ion is received, Sta ff will begin collect ing and reviewing da ta . The da ta collected 
and reviewed will include new or exist ing t ra ffic studies, accident repor t s and any addit iona l in format ion 
needed to provide an accura te sta ff review. If da ta is not ava ilable for the loca t ion(s) pet it ioned, sta ff will 
schedule to have the necessary da ta collected and studied. Note th at ce rtain data co lle c tion can not 
be don e durin g sn ow or w e t w eath e r con dition s . After sta ff reviews the necessary da ta , a writ t en 
summary will be sen t to the pet it ioner of the findings, pet it ion sta tus, and any addit iona l steps, if 
needed, to complete the sta ff review. At th is t ime, based upon sta ff recommendat ions, the Village 
Manager may au thor ize temporary t ra ffic ca lming techniques or improvements. Affected residents will 
be not ified pr ior to any temporary t ra ffic ca lming insta lla t ions. Staff re v ie w tim e w ill be n ecessary 
to s tu dy the im pacts of th e te m porary in s ta llation s .  

4. Ne igh borh ood Me eting (Option al)

  

In conjunct ion with staff review, a Neighborhood Meet ing may be scheduled to discuss with affected 
residents, the findings, t ra ffic issues or concerns, possible solu t ions and addit ional steps needed to 
complete the sta ff review.   

5. Transportation an d P arkin g (TAP ) Com m iss ion Re vie w

  

Following sta ff review, the pet it ion will be presented a t the Transpor ta t ion and Parking (TAP) 
Commission s regula r ly scheduled meet ing for review.  Poten t ia lly a ffected residents will be not ified of 
the meet ing and not ifica t ion signs may be posted a long the a ffected st reet to a lso provide not ice.   The 
TAP Commission will consider the pet it ion , hear any other concerns which may be presented, consider a 
recommendat ion prepared by the Village Sta ff and make a recommendat ion to the Village Council. TAP 
recommendat ions to Council can be approved, approved with condit ions, t abled or denied. Each 
pe tit ion w ith TAP Com m iss ion recom m e n dation w ill be pre se n te d to Village Coun cil for 
de liberation , re gardle ss of th e Com m iss ion s re com m e n dation .  

6. Village Coun cil Worksh op/Me e ting

  

The pet it ion and TAP Commission recommendat ion will be scheduled for a Village Council Workshop 
meet ing a min imum of 35 days a fter the TAP Commission review. The Village Council will review the 
TAP Commission recommendat ion for the pet it ion and Approve, Deny, Modify or Remand it back to the 
TAP Commission for fur ther considera t ion .  If the Village Council approves physica l improvements to a 
st reet , the improvements will be scheduled by the Village sta ff, de pe n de n t u pon th e season , 
pe rson n e l availability an d bu dge tary con strain ts .     

http://www.downers.us


 

 

3. TRAFFIC CALMING PETITION 
PROCESS FLOW CHART 

 
 

Proposed Traffic Calming Process

 



   
4. TRAFFIC CALMING P ETITION FORM    

Thank You for expressing in terest in the Village s Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (NTCP).  P lease 
complete the in format ion requested below and return it to the Village of Downers Grove Public Works 
Depar tment .   

This form can be mailed, dropped off or faxed to: 

Tr a n sp or t a t ion Div ision Ma n a ger 
Dep a r tm ent of P u bl ic Wor k s 
5101 Wa ln u t Aven u e 
Dow n er s Gr ove, IL 60515        

FAX 630-434-5495  

(Contact Person s) Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  __________________ Work/Cell Phone:  __________________ 

E-Mail Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________  

On the following lines descr ibe your t ra ffic concerns and their loca t ion . At tach addit iona l pages if needed: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

This pet it ion must have a min imum of five suppor t ing signa tures, each from a different address, to in it ia te a 
sta ff review. At tach addit ional pages if needed.  

N a m e

     

Ad d r ess

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

  

T o be com pleted by Village S taff

 

Date R eceived: _______________               R eceived by (Dept. & S taff In itials): ______________________________ 



 Village of Downers Grove 
 Official Village Policy Approved by Village Council 

 
 

Description: Traffic Calming Policy  
 

Res. or Ord. #: Ord.  4986 Effective Date: June 17, 2008 
  

Category: Engineering and Public Works 
 
  New Council Policy  
 
 X Amends Previous Policy Dated: 03/15/05; 10/21/91   

  
 
   Description of Previous Policy (if different from above):  

   

 
Combining Inappropriate Use of Local Streets with 
Traffic Calming    

    
 

ORDINANCE NO. _4986___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE POLICY 
OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO TRAFFIC CALMING 

 
WHEREAS, the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove has  determined that it is 

necessary and desirable to periodically monitor roadways to determine traffic volumes, vehicular 
speeds, parking activity and pedestrian usage; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Village of Downers Grove to maintain, regulate and promote 
roadway use and safety in all forms, including, but not limited to, motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicycles, 
etc., on highways and other public thoroughfares of the Village of Downers Grove, while essentially 
allowing for access to property and for utility rights-of-way; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove realizes that in certain 

circumstances when vehicular volumes and/or travel speeds are excessive and may threaten the public 
safety and welfare, it may be in the public’s best interest to study such public thoroughfares in an effort 
to attempt to restore appropriate levels of vehicular and pedestrian safety  through the use of traffic 
calming measures; and 
 

WHEREAS, the objective of this Policy is to efficiently and effectively respond to traffic, 
speeding and safety concerns and to develop corrective or mitigating action which proposes to 
encourage and promote vehicles to travel an appropriate speed and to redirect inappropriate local street 
traffic to a designated arterial or collector roadway and not an adjacent or parallel local street. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, 

DuPage County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
1. That the Village Council, the Village Manager and the Transportation and Parking 
Commission or other appropriate recommending body will consider the implementation of traffic 
calming devices and measures as described in this Policy, as deemed appropriate.  In an effort to 
achieve the objectives of this Policy, a variety of traffic calming techniques, including physical devices 
and operational measures, may be employed. The Village Council and/or the Village Manager shall 
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determine the traffic calming technique(s) to be employed in each specific circumstance on a case by 
case basis. 

 
2. That the Village Manager and his/her designees are hereby authorized and directed to receive 
and appropriately respond to requests from residents or businesses for traffic calming measures.  The 
Village Manager may refer such requests to the Transportation and Parking Commission for 
evaluation.  Pursuant to Section 2.6 of the Village Code, the Transportation and Parking Commission 
is authorized to receive, investigate, evaluate and report to the Village Council on transportation 
activities on public property. The Village shall strive to seek input from and obtain a recommendation 
from the Transportation and Parking Commission on traffic calming issues when appropriate and 
practicable, prior to the deployment of a permanent traffic calming device or operational measure. The 
Transportation and Parking Commission’s consideration of a traffic calming issue shall be conducted 
pursuant to Section 2.6 of the Village Code.  In certain circumstances, the Village Council may, within 
its discretion, refer a traffic calming issue to any other recommending body for input and 
recommendation (i.e. Plan Commission, Public Safety Committee, etc.).  
 
3. Traffic calming devices and operational measures may be used on any public street, public 
property (such as Village-owned parking areas) or thoroughfares located within the Village; provided 
that if used on any arterial and collector streets established as part of the Village’s Future Land Use 
Map such devices or measures shall not unduly limit or restrict the flow of traffic throughout the 
Village and shall be employed in a manner to allow arterial and collector streets to function 
appropriately within the Village’s street system as established as part of the Future Land Use map.    
 
4. (a) The following standards will be applied when evaluating a request for traffic calming devices 

and operational measures: 
 

i. The segment of a street or public property is chronically experiencing an inordinate number 
of vehicles traveling in excess of the posted speed limit; 
 
ii.  The segment of a street or public property is prone to experiencing a significant number of 
vehicles traveling at extreme speeds above the posted speed limit; 
 
iii.  The segment of a street or public property is experiencing unintended or excessive traffic 
volume (i.e. cut-through traffic); 
 
iv. The requested traffic calming device or operational measure will not unduly limit, restrict 
or have any negative impacts on the flow of traffic throughout the Village;  
 
v. The requested traffic calming device or operational measure will not substantially affect or 
frustrate the intended use of streets within the established street system, as established by the 
Future Land Use Map; 
 
vi. The requested traffic calming device or operational measure will not negatively impact the 
delivery of Village services; 
 
vii.  The requested traffic calming device or operational measure will not significantly alter the 
character of the neighborhood; 
 
viii. The requested traffic calming device or operational measure will not have a negative 
impact on the public health, safety and welfare.  
 

                In addition to the above standards, other relevant factors deemed appropriate that are specific and 
unique to a particular situation may be considered when evaluating a request, including, but not limited to, 
school and/or park proximity and pedestrian access. 
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  (b)  In the event that the Village wishes to pursue traffic calming devices or operational measures on 
any street that falls within the jurisdiction of the State, the County or Township, the authority having 
jurisdiction must review and approve the proposed traffic calming devices or operational measures 
prior to implementation.    

 
5. The Village Manager may authorize the deployment of certain traffic calming devices and 
operational measures on a temporary basis,  not to exceed a maximum of 180 days, except in cases in 
which the temporary measures are subject to the provisions specified in Section 14.4 of the Municipal 
Code, in which case the Village Manager’s temporary suspension of regulations related to motor 
vehicles and traffic shall not exceed 60 days. The Village Manager may extend the timeframe for the 
use of temporary traffic calming devices and operational measures to allow time for the scheduling of 
a public meeting before the Transportation and Parking Commission and/or to allow for favorable 
weather conditions for the implementation of the Village Council approved permanent traffic calming 
devices.  
 
6. The Village Council, upon receipt of a recommendation from the Village Manager and/or a 
recommendation from the Transportation and Parking Commission or other recommending body, as 
appropriate, may authorize the deployment of traffic calming devices and operational. 

 
7. Once a traffic calming device or operational measure is approved, the Village shall have the 
right to prioritize the implementation of such device or measure.  The Village’s ability to construct 
approved traffic calming devices may be limited by budgetary constraints.  In the event that there are 
multiple approved traffic calming devices which design and construction costs exceed the amount of 
funding in the approved municipal budget, the Village Council shall determine the priority of the 
traffic calming projects. 

 
8. Once a traffic calming measure is implemented, the Village will continuously monitor its 
effectiveness and periodically report its findings to the Transportation and Parking Commission and/or 
the Village Council. 
 
9. The validity of any ordinance or resolution otherwise passed in accordance with applicable 
law shall not be invalidated, impaired or otherwise affected by non-compliance with any part of a 
procedure or policy set forth herein. 

 
 10. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 
 

11. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by 
law. 

_________________________ 
Ronald L. Sandack, Mayor 

Passed: _________________________ 
 
Approved: ______________________   
 
Attest:  _________________________ 

April K. Holden, Village Clerk  
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