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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Hello, Downers Grove!

I’ve been proud to stand with other Illinois mayors in asking all
Illinois residents to reach out to their local legislators and request
they preserve the municipal share of the state income tax, also known
as the Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF). This money
originates in our communities and was intended to come back to

us to fund the essential services provided by our respective Police,
Fire, and Public Works Departments. (Think sirens, snowplows, and
stormwater.) While we fully support the state taking measures to
address its financial challenges, it should and can be accomplished
with minimal impact on local governments and the services our
citizens rely on every day.

The Village is a long standing member of the DuPage Mayors and
Managers Conference (DMMC), which recently launched a new
website ProtectMyTown.us. This website and accompanying social
media opportunities enable Illinois residents to directly engage their
state legislators and Governor.

In Downers Grove, the local share of the LGDF is about $4.5 million
dollars currently, which represents 10% of our General Fund.

The General Fund is the main operating fund for the Village
accounting for most services, including Police, Fire, Public Works,
Community Development, Economic Development and other service
departments. Sometimes referred to as “sirens and snowplows”, these
are the services residents rely on everyday. A 10% cut in Downers
Grove’s portion of LGDF would mean about $450,000.less each year.
A funding loss of this magnitude every year means a big reduction in
the personnel needed to provide the services we count on and expect
every day.

Please take a look at www. ProtectMyTown.us. The website explains
why the state should continue to resist attempts to use local tax
dollars to fill state budget gaps, which only shifts the tax burden on
to local communities and taxpayers.

It seems that our share of LGDF comes under attackieach and every
state budget cycle. So please continue to voice your support and'let

Springfield know how important it is to keep local tax dollars in our
community. We appreciate your adding your voice to ours. Together,
we maintain both local control and funding of the essential services

that our community relies upon every day.

See you at the Independence Day Parade!
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Buzz on Belmont

A pollinator garden is coming to the open areas near the Belmont underpass. The grass inside the turnarounds at Warren Avenue and
Belmont Road is being replaced with sustainable native plants to attract and provide a habitat for pollinators. Although you may not
always see them in a garden or green space, pollinators like bees, beetles, moths, hummingbirds and butterflies, are a critical component
to strong and healthy harvests, but populations have been declining in recent years. _ _

The garden will also include milkweed to target Monarch butterflies, building on efforts by r;(w

surrounding suburbs to develop a “Monarch corridor” along the BNSF railroad. V ST et

¥ LEASE PARDON THEDEAD GRASS 2.,
The Village was awarded a grant for the garden through the ComEd Green Region program ONT POLLINATOR GARDEN
which assists local communities in protecting and improving public spaces. Openlands,

a non-profit conservation land trust dedicated to protecting open spaces in the Chicago T o
region for over 50 years, administers the Green Region program. The Conservation \ §
Foundation is partnering with the Village on the project and providing their Pollinator
Meadow Mix for the garden.

The first stage of the work, already underway, involves seeding the area with a pollinator-friendly meadow mix. Subsequent stages
include adding accent gardens to highlight different types of plants contained within the meadow mix, and the addition of educational
signs to promote the environmental benefits of native plants. The garden will take time to fully mature, but the meadow plants should be
visible later this summer.

Green Lawn Care A New Green Option

Compost is organic material that can be
added to soil to help plants grow. Food
scraps and yard waste currently make up
20 to 30 percent of what we throw away,
and could be composted instead. Making 1
compost keeps these materials out of

landfills where they take up space and

release methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

o« s 7 7 ]

Summer is nearly here and it is time to think about our
yard care. Keep in mind that lawn chemicals can harm our
environment, especially our creeks and rivers. Each year
more than 70 million tons of fertilizers, herbicides, and
pesticides are applied on residential lawns and gardens,
some of which washes into our stormsewer system

and creeks. Pesticides can contaminate the soil, kill off
microorganisms and pollinators we rely on, and migrate
into our food and drinking water. Fertilizers in the creeks The Village’s new five-year contract with Republic Services for refuse and
promote algae blooms which sicken aquatic life and plants. ?ecychng services now includes an option for residents to separate out useable
items for compost.

By improving the health of your lawn, you can reduce the  cystomers that rent a yard waste cart from Republic may put their compost
need for chemicals, which helps the environment and saves  jtems in their yard waste cart, along with any yard waste. If you do not rent

you money. Here are some tips: a yard waste cart and wish to participate in the compost program, contact
Republic Services at 630.964.3232 for cart sizes and pricing, or visit our ‘
* Aecrate your lawn for stronger, deeper roots. website at www.downers.us. (
* Use mechanical methods to dethatch. Compost/yard waste carts will be collected weekly on your regular pick up day

from April 1 through the second full week of December.
e Mulch grass clippings.
ACCEPTABLE COMPOST ITEMS: NOT ACCEPTED:
» Standard Yard Waste Materials » Packaging of any kind; cups,
flatware, paper products, labels

» Use locally adapted grass seeds or native plants.

» Consider shade plants instead of grass in * Fruits and Vegetables
shady areas.  Pastas, breads, crackers and 7 Pllasies
» Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly and cereals * Rubber Bands
choose natural/organic versions. « Meat (NO BONES) . Glass
* Pull weeds instead of spraying them. * Cheese and Yogurt * Liquids of any type, including

. All materials must be clean and milk or juices
* Never dump lawn chemicals down a storm

sewer and clean up spilled material promptly. free of debris.
You can find more information and helpful links on our The compost program will be evaluated in October to determine operations
website (www.downers.us/stormwater). for the period of time that yard waste is not collected (third week of

December through the end of March).
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Celebrate
Independence Day!

Give three cheers for the red, white and blue at the 2018
Independence Day Parade. The parade begins at 12:45 p.m.
at Main and Grant Streets and heads south to Warren Avenue.

Uncle Sam wants you to keep it safe, so please keep children out of the street at all
times. Candy will only be passed out curbside to help keep the sidelines clear for
parade participants and first responders.

FIREWORKS

Join your friends at the fireworks display, brought to you by the Village of Downers
Grove, Village of Woodridge and City of Darien.The show starts at approximately
9:30 p.m. There are several parking lots in the area of 75™ Street and Lemont Road to
park and enjoy the show.

Water Rates

Water rates will soon increase by 0.66 %. The new rates will be reflected on water
bills received AFTER July 1, 2018. This is a pass-through of the increase in the cost
the Village pays to purchase water from the DuPage Water Commission (DWC).

The DWC purchases Lake Michigan Water from the City of Chicago and in turn,
distributes and sells it to member communities, including Downers Grove.

These new rates, which do not affect the fixed fee portion of Village rates, are as
follows:

Customer Current Rate  Rate Reflected on bills
received AFTER July 1, 2018

Within Village Limits $ 6.03/unit $6.07/unit

Outside Village Limits $6.92/unit $6.97/unit

(Unincorporated)

Actual consumption is metered in cubic feet and reflected in units on the water bill.
One unit is equal to 100 cubic feet or approximately 750 gallons of water.

Water Quality Report

The annual Water Quality Report (WQR) contains
important information about the source and quality of
your drinking water during 2016. The WQR is required
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in
accordance with the 1996 amendments to the Safe
Drinking Water Act. High quality, safe drinking water is
an essential resource and, as indicated in the WQR, the
quality of the water provided by the Village meets

or exceeds all state and federal standards.

Visit http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Forms_Publications/WQR_2018.pdf
to view the annual Water Quality Report. If you would like a paper copy mailed to
your home, please call 630.434.5500. Copies are also available at Village Hall and
the Public Works Facility by request.
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Che Jordan James (J.J.) Cole (1833-1901)
ome at 710 Maple Avenue is a two-story
umble vernacular farmhouse with a
asement. The oldest portion of the home
dates to 1856. The home was designated a
. local landmark because of Cole’s historic :
.~ significance to the community.

Cole moved to Downers Grove with his
i family and purchased land from the Curtiss §
family in the Curtis Subdivision (sic) in 1854,
constructing a residence and farmstead.

ﬁfLeading up to the Civil War, Cole was

* a captain of the semi-regular military
organization called the Downers Grove Plow

~ Boys who actively campaigned for Abraham
Lincoln. They helped raise an official

. company of troops from DuPage County once

| news was received that Fort Sumter had fallen.
Cole became captain of Company K and was
with his men in every engagement over the
course of three years, except for the time when
he was held as prisoner-of-war. He was
eventually exchanged at the infamous Libby ]

- Prison in Richmond, Virginia, whereupon he T

- immediately rejoined his company. 1 i

=

=

e G e T

Mayor) of what was then unincorporated
owners Grove (1866-1869). Next, he served
S DuPage County Clerk (1869-1876) and
¥ role had the honor to attest to the

yration of Downers Grove in 1873. L




¥e Dep al'tmellt The Downers Grove Fire Deparment recently installed 115 smoki
alarms at Cameo Residences, 2800 Maple Avenue. The KIDDE co

nstalls smOke Ala'ms and Home Depot generously donated smoke alarms to the Village in a

effort to ensure the safety of people and buildings. The criteria used for

ror OIde' Adults determining where the installation program was conducted included:

e Number of EMS and fire calls at a given location

*  Building age

*  No sprinkler system

*  Occupant demographics (55 and over )

During their visit, firefighter/paramedics tested existing alarms and
replaced those that were
not working or identified Y33 VeY (1 WiV FEY 3151 Expire?
as expired. “The goal

was to get smoke alarms

YES! Smoke alarms need to be replaced

Lt.Tom Frank with Fire Chief Jeff Pindelski installed in bedrooms,”
. . 2 t least | .
resident Patricia Stucko. and Lt. Jason Slager: said Marsha Giesler, at least every 10 years
Assistant to the Fire To find out how old your smoke alarm is
Chief. “Studies show that EEENGETEES (VL) WGBTS V8 0] €0
sleeping areas are the the back of the alarm where the date of

manufacture is marked. The smoke alarm
should be replaced 10 years from that
date (NOT the date of purchase).

most important location
for smoke alarms.”

The Downers Grove Fire Department
reminds residents that smoke alarms
should be tested monthly.

Deputy Fire Chief Scott Spinazola Battalion Chief Matt Beyer
and resident Lois Beran. advises resident Kathy Luckett.

The death rate per 100 reported home fires is more than twice as high in homes that do not have any working smoke alarms, either because no
smoke alarm is present or an existing unit does not operate. Source: National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

The Fire Department will be returning to the Cameo building to complete the project for those residents who were not home during the
first install.

The Downers Grove Fire Department can install smoke alarms for residents with demonstrated need. Each fire department vehicle is equipped
with smoke alarms and firefighter/paramedics will install them in homes that could benefit from a new unit while on non-emergency calls.
For more details contact Assistant to the Chief, Marsha Giesler at 630.434.5986.

(]
Fire Department
The Downers Grove Fire Department and the 2% Foreign Fire Tax Board recently
Ambulances Get purchased important new items to be placed in service. The current equipment
- has reached the end of its life span.
Updated Equipment

The new cardiac monitors/defibrillators have the most accurate 12-lead algorithm
available to help diagnose heart attacks in the field and transmit findings to the
hospital emergency department.

The four video laryngoscopes will help improve intubation success rates and
increase a patient’s chances of survival during a full arrest or respiratory event.

Multiple similar devices were evaluated and these units were recommended
based on all findings and the needs of the community. Many new features of this
equipment will help improve patient care.

All line personnel received mandatory in-service training on the use of these
medical devices.
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e Security Tech

the advancements of consumer technology, many
omeowners are now utilizing smart devices
like video doorbells and motion activated
security cameras to add an extra layer to their
home security plans.

There are many home video security products
available on the market today. Most products |
have various features which may include:
using your cell phone to receive notifications
when there is motion detected at your
residence, live video streaming of activity,
and the ability to see and speak to a person
standing at your door while you are away from home.

Several residents have provided the Downers Grove Police
Department with video and photo images that were captured by
these smart video security systems. This information assisted
investigators in identifying suspects in various crimes. These
types of smart video systems can provide a deterrent to criminal
activity, but they are also a valuable tool for law enforcement.

Please contact Support Services Manager Bill Budds at
630-434-5616 for more information or any questions.

SNIPPETS

SAVE THE DATES!
*  Night at the Firehouse — Wednesday, October 10, 2018
e 24th Annual Fire Service Silent Parade — Friday, October 12, 2018

WATER CONSERVATION

11 p.m. on your watering day.

SUMMER STAPLES

n the 1874 Atlas and History of DuPage Countyﬂ
nois: “There is no servant of the people who is more
ourteous and obliging to all alike in his official and

- social relations than he. Such are the men that

)

RES. OF AUSTIN RICHARDS, ESQ., DOWNER'S GRO!

he home itself has had several changes and additions
ade over the years. The upper western end of the

\venue 51de of the house with four columns, and
he second story has two dormers with double- hung
1nd ws. The home is currently undergomg a new " :

Each year from May 15 to September 15, outdoor water use is permitted based on an even/odd system. The last digit of an address
determines the day. If an address ends in an even number, the resident can water on even numbered calendar days; if the address ends in
an odd number, the resident can water on odd numbered days. Outdoor water usage is permitted between 4 a.m. and 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. and

* Downtown Downers Grove Market: Saturdays through October 20, Main Street Train Station, 7:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
* Summer Nights Car Show: Fridays through August 31, Downtown Downers Grove, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
e Tuesday Night Concerts: through August 21, Fishel Park at 7:00 p.m. www.dgparks.com
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Introducing a nei;r
series of brochures from
the Village of Downers Grove

(produced with a 70% grant from the
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency)
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