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VoDG Residents,
Your Village is committed to providing top quality infrastructure. This year nearly $22 million is being
invested on improvements to our communities major infrastructure systems including streets, sidewalks,
stormwater and water. Throughout the summer and fall, Downers Grove has been, and will continue to
be busy with construction activity - a direct result of the ongoing investment to maintain, replace or build
new, the important systems used by all of us everyday.
Infrastructure systems and economies are interrelated; quality infrastructure can increase connectivity,
facilitate productivity, create jobs and stimulate investment — all key enablers of economic growth.
It’s a big job managing and maintaining 167 miles of streets, 233 miles of water mains and 130 miles of
storm sewers, and your Village is up to the task. Here’s a look at the amounts budgeted for infrastructure
in FY21:
•

Streets - $6.7 million includes resurfacing, crack-filling and patching

•

Water - $4.7 million for water infrastructure projects.

•

Stormwater - $6.6 million for capital projects and $2.7 million for annual maintenance
activities

•

Sidewalks - $2.0 million for sidewalk maintenance and repair

Mayor
Robert T. Barnett

Since 2010, the Village has created and followed plans for sustainable funding for infrastructure and to
reduce the total life cycle cost of owning and operating these systems. And while it may seem like there’s
never a good time for a temporary road closure or water service interruption, frankly, there’s really no
time like the present, as project costs only increase over time. Which is why a concerted effort is made to
bundle projects together whenever possible, to reduce costs and minimize neighborhood disruption.
Several planned capital projects were deferred in 2020 due to the uncertainty of revenue sources. Many
of these deferred projects are underway this year. In fact, approximately 620 trees will be planted in 2021.
A significant increase to make up for the smaller number of trees planted in 2020 due to the deferment of
spring plantings.
Construction schedules are updated on the Interactive Maps page at downers.us. Here you’ll find details
of all the projects underway, including work done by the State and County on Ogden, Butterfield, 55th
and Fairview Avenue.

Stormwater
BelleAire retention

I’ve got a favor to ask: slow down.
In the United States, over 700 people are killed in construction zone accidents every year. That comes out
to almost two people dying in a construction zone auto accident every day. Speeding is the main cause of
accidents and deaths in and around construction areas,so please remember to slow down wherever you
see crews working hard for our community.

Streets
Venard Rd.

Stormwater
Springside Ave.

Streets
Venard Rd.
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Stormwater
BelleAire retention

Stormwater
Janet St.

Bioswales Help Keep the Streets Green

I

f the roadside ditch by your property is wet or difficult to mow, or you just
want to beautify and green our infrastructure, you may be interested in the
bioswale program.
What is the Bioswale Program?
The Bioswale Program is a public/private partnership developed to convert
existing roadside drainage ditches into beautiful, beneficial landscaped areas,
at no cost to the homeowner.
Bioswales use native plants with deep root systems to filter pollutants and soak
up more runoff. In fact, bioswales can reduce runoff up to 30%. In addition,
bioswales do not require regular mowing, which reduces air pollution, while
attracting wildlife, such as birds, butterflies, bees and dragonflies. With the
Bioswale Program, the Village will work with you to select plants appropriate
for the location and to meet your preferences.
Application Process
Limited funds are available for this program and
will be applied on a first-come, first-served basis.
The bioswale may be established only on roadside
draining ditches in the Village’s public right-of-way.
More information is in the Bioswale Program
brochure at downers.us. If you are interested in the
program, call Public Works at 630.434.5460
or email stormwater@downers.us.

Closing Down the Pool for the Season
The arrival of fall means it’s a good time to think about closing your pool.What should you do with the water? Keep in mind
any water that enters the storm sewer flows into the creeks without being treated. The high levels of chlorine used in swimming
pools can be harmful to the ecosystem, so draining swimming pools needs to be handled carefully. Fortunately, chlorine will
dissipate in the sunlight relatively quickly, allowing water that is left untreated to enter safely into our stormwater system.
Here are some tips on how to drain your pool in a safe and responsible manner (and in
compliance with health and sanitation codes):
•

Do not treat your water for a week or more prior to draining.

•

Test the water to make sure the chlorine is gone.

•

Find alternate uses for some of the dechlorinated water, such as watering
plants or giving your trees a good soak before winter.

•

Please be considerate and don’t allow your pool drainage to collect on
neighboring properties, public sidewalks, or other public areas.
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September is National
Preparedness Month

Preserving History
Princeholm

The former homestead of Earl H. Prince
and family (commonly referred to as
“Princeholm”), located at 4714 Oakwood
Avenue, is a three-story, Queen Anne style
house built in the year 1893, at the height of
the Victorian Era. The home was designated
a local landmark under two criteria of the
Village’s Historic Preservation Ordinance:
•

Owned by persons of historical
significance to the community

•

Representation of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style

National Preparedness Month (NPM), recognized each September, provides an opportunity
to remind us that we all must prepare ourselves and our families now and throughout
the year.
Emergencies can happen anytime, anywhere, even in communities like Downers Grove.
In times of crisis, it is important to be self-sufficient as emergency personnel may not be able
to reach you quickly. Crews may be delayed by downed trees or power lines, or they may be
overwhelmed by the demand from the emergency.
Get a Kit
Keep enough emergency supplies on hand for your family for at least three days; water (one
gallon, per person, per day), non-perishable food, first aid supplies, prescriptions, flashlight,
and a battery powered radio. Remember to include food and supplies for your pets, too.
Make a Plan
Be sure everyone in the family understands where to go and what to do in case of an
emergency. Establish responsibilities for each member of your household and plan to work
together as a team.
• Designate two meeting locations in case it is impossible to return home or if you have
to evacuate; one near your home and one outside of the neighborhood. Make sure your
family knows the address and phone number of both locations.
• Designate an out-of-area contact person. This person should be far enough away that
it is unlikely they would be affected by the same emergency. Family members
should call this person to report their locations if they cannot reach each other.
• Provide your contact person with important names and numbers so they can assist in
keeping others posted on your situation. Create a communications card for each member
of your household to keep with them at all times.
Be Informed
• Discuss with your family the types of disasters that can happen where you live.
• Visit ready.gov or ready.illinois.gov to find preparedness information.
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Distinctive features of Queen Anne homes
include steeply pitched cross-gabled roofs,
varied wall plain and forms, and decorative
detailing. Asymmetry, varied texture, and
ornamentation are all basic elements of the
American Queen Anne style.
Princeholm features a wrap-around porch, four
sides of dormers with various forms and sizes,
and a two-story turret providing asymmetrical
form to the south façade. Dentil molding
is present on all sides of the home adding
visual appeal. The home’s historic integrity
is still intact; improvements to the kitchen,
gazebo and sunroom were built to match the
original features. Princeholm’s exterior has
predominantly remained unaltered and has
been well maintained over time.
The home was designed and built for Earl H.
Prince and his family. He formed E.H. Prince
& Company with Emerson Foote and Fannie
Linscott. In 1890, the company developed
an attractive subdivision northwest of the
Main Street train station. The subdivision is
credited for drawing new settlers to Downers
Grove while also laying the ground work for a
subdivision that is well sought after to this day.

Fire Prevention Week: October 3-9, 2021
Since 1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9 falls, in
commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire which began on October 8 and did most of its damage on October 9, 1871.
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Ornaments Needed for Holiday Tree
Attention scout leaders, teachers, youth groups and crafters! Handmade ornaments are needed to decorate the holiday tree at the
Main Street Train Station. Ornaments must be delivered to PUBLIC WORKS, 5101 WALNUT AVE.
by Friday, November 19, 2021. Visit downers.us for more information.
•

Ornaments need to be at least eight inches in diameter and be made of weatherproof material.

•

No sharp edges, pointy ends, or heavy materials please.

•

The string or twine for hanging should be looped and 10 to 12” long.

The Tree Lighting will take place on Friday, November 26, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.

Close Before You Doze
You may have heard about a study by Underwriters Laboratory, commonly known as UL. UL is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to public safety. Their research shows one simple action taken in homes across the U.S. could potentially save lives:
Close Before You Doze, which means close all the doors at home each night before bed.
Evidence shows that in a home fire, a closed door can be an effective barrier against deadly levels of
carbon monoxide, smoke and flames.Yet, a new consumer survey conducted by UL Firefigher Safety
Research Institue (UL FSRI) showed that many people keep their doors open at night.
Why is the Close Your Door message so important now? Because fires have become more dangerous than ever. Modern synthetic
construction materials, home furnishings, and contemporary layouts allow fire to spread and become toxic much faster. Due to these
developments over the last 40 years, the average time to escape a home fire has been reduced from 17 minutes to three minutes or less.
But a closed door can slow the spread, reduce toxic smoke levels, improve oxygen levels and decrease temperatures dramatically – and
that could make a life-saving difference in your home.
To learn more and see compelling videos showing the power of closing the door, visit closeyourdoor.org.
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SNIPPETS
LEAF IT TO FALL
Autumn is just around the corner. As the leaves begin to fall from
the trees, the potential for stormwater backups due to blocked
grates, culverts, and drainage pipes increases.

Here are a few reminders to help minimize these problems:
• Do not place raked leaves in the streets or ditches.

Significant numbers of leaves in creeks tend to accumulate at bends
and collect in culverts, acting as a dam. This can increase high water
levels in the area, along with the potential for flooding of
adjacent houses.
Leaves collecting in a detention basin can block outlet pipes,
causing standing water for long periods of time. Leaves covering
storm grates on the streets cause excess standing water on the
roadways. Leaves left in ditches can block driveway culverts,
causing them to overflow or not drain effectively.

• Do not place leaves in or adjacent to a creek.
• Do not allow leaves to accumulate within detention basins.
• If you are able, please clear leaves off inlet grates along your
front curb as part of your raking routine.
If you observe any of the above conditions and suspect a blocked
pipe or culvert, please call Public Works at 630.434.5460.

In addition, as leaves break down they release phosphorus, which at
high levels, is not healthy for the ecosystem of the creek.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS

Don’t forget to turn the clock back one hour before turning in on Saturday, November 6. Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on
November 7, 2021.

YARD WASTE COLLECTION ENDS FOR THE YEAR

The week of December 6 will be the final week of yard waste collection. Please remember that leaves may not be raked into the
curb/street and must be bagged and stickered.

CHANGE YOUR CLOCK, CHANGE YOUR BATTERY

The Downers Grove Fire Department recommends you change the battery in all smoke/carbon monoxide alarms in your home when you
change the time. A working smoke alarm more than doubles your chances of surviving a home fire. Also, don’t forget to test them
every month!

REMEMBRANCE IN RED

The Downers Grove Fire Department asks that every resident and business owner light their home or business
with red lights during Fire Prevention Week, October 3-9, as a show of support for the department and to honor the
lives of all those lost to fires.
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