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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Happy Holidays, Downers Grove!
As the end of the year approaches, I often like to take a moment or two to consider all that’s been
accomplished in the preceding 12 months. The Village Council and staff have worked diligently
throughout the year to position our terrific community for continued success going forward.
Of course, the recently adopted FY2019 Village Budget is the solid foundation upon which
everything rests.
In keeping with the Village’s strategic goal of being a good Steward of Financial, Environmental
and Neighborhood Sustainability, the FY2019 Budget was reviewed and discussed over many
months. In fact, since October, the proposed budget and related tax levy have been the topics of
discussion at nine public meetings, exemplifying our commitment to an open, transparent and
participative budget process.

Mayor
Martin T. Tully
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The FY2019 Budget consists of 24 funds. The General Fund is
the main operating fund of the Village and it pays for the majority
of Village services. With revenues and expenses at $48.2 million,
the General Fund remains balanced. The General Fund will continue
to be maintained at the recommended level of approximately 40%
of annual expenses or $19.1 million, which is an amount consistent
with Standard & Poor’s guidelines to keep the Village’s
AAA bond rating.
I’m pleased to report that for the eighth year in a row there will
be no increase in the Property Tax Levy for Village Operations.
However, an increase in the levy is required by state law for
Public Safety Pensions.
Included for FY2019 is a net reduction of more than three full-time
staff positions. The changes in staffing levels were prompted by
several retirements in many departments and reflects restructuring
which resulted in maintaining service levels at a lower
personnel cost.

•

$4.25 million for streets

•

$8.11 million for stormwater, and

•

$8.53 million for the water system.

The improvements are designed to reduce the total life cycle cost of
owning and operating these infrastructure systems.

The adoption of the FY2019 Village Budget purposely aligns
everyday operations and Village resources with the community
priorities outlined in the Long-Range and Comprehensive Plans.
Budget documents are available for review at downers.us and the
Downers Grove Library.

On behalf of the Village
Council and Staff, I wish
everyone a very Happy
Holiday Season and a
healthy, joyous,
and prosperous New Year.

Without question, this is one of the best times of the year to
reflect upon and celebrate all we are thankful for. I am constantly
reminded of what a terrific place Downers Grove is, and the amazing
businesses, public institutions, non-profits, faith-based organizations,
volunteers, and residents who make it all possible. To have the
combined dedication and talents of so many people working for the
common good throughout our community each and every day is
truly a blessing.

Best regards,
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But as we hold the line on expenses, we also continue to responsibly
reinvest in our community. Substantial improvements
in Village infrastructure for the coming year include:
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Winter Driving Tips
Winter conditions call for different driving tactics. Ice and snow, take it slow: Slower speed, slower acceleration,
slower steering, and slower braking.
• Slow down for wet, snowy, or icy conditions; when visibility is poor; or when conditions are changing or
unpredictable.
• Increase the car length between vehicles in front of you and give yourself plenty of room to stop. Stopping
on snow and ice requires extra time and distance. Even if you drive an SUV with four-wheel drive, you may not be
able to stop any faster, or maintain control any better, once you lose traction. Four-wheel drive may get you going
faster, but it won’t help you stop any sooner. If you have anti-lock brakes, press the pedal down firmly and hold it.
If you don’t have anti-lock brakes, gently pump the pedal. Brake early, brake correctly, and never slam on the brakes.
• Slow down when approaching intersections, off-ramps, bridges, or shady spots. These are all candidates for developing black ice,
a thin coating of clear ice that can form on the pavement surface and may be difficult to see.
• When driving in adverse road conditions, look farther ahead in traffic than you normally do. Actions by other vehicles will alert you to
problems more quickly, and give you that split-second of extra time to react safely.
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• Avoid excessive actions while steering, braking or accelerating to lessen the chances of losing control of the vehicle.
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• Don’t take chances when pulling out in front of approaching vehicles. Remember, they may not be able to slow down and you may not
be able to accelerate as quickly as on dry pavement.
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• Merge slowly into traffic, since sudden movements can cause your vehicle to slide.

• Remember to accelerate gradually.
• Avoid using cruise control in winter driving conditions. You need to be in control of when your vehicle accelerates based on road
conditions - don’t let the cruise control make a bad decision for you.

Safe Travel Around Snowplows
• Don’t crowd the plow. Snowplows plow far and wide, sometimes VERY wide.
The front plow extends several feet in front of the truck and may cross the centerline
and shoulders during plowing operations.
• Don’t tailgate or stop too close behind snowplows. Snowplows are usually
spreading de-icing materials from the back of the truck and may need to stop or take
evasive action to avoid stranded vehicles. If you find yourself behind a snowplow,
stay behind it or use caution when passing. The road behind a snowplow will be
safer to drive on.
• On multiple lane roads, watch for snowplows operating in either lane.
• Don’t travel beside a plow for long periods. When plowing through a snowdrift or
packed snow, the impact can move the truck sideways.
• Snowplows can throw up a cloud of snow that can reduce your visibility to zero in less time than you can react. Drive smart. Never
drive into a snow cloud - it could conceal a snowplow.
• Snowplows travel much slower than the posted speed limits while removing snow and ice from the roads. When you spot a plow, allow
plenty of time to slow down.
• A snowplow operator’s field of vision is restricted. You may see them but they may not see you.
• Plows turn and exit the road frequently. Give them plenty of room.

More preparedness information can be found at ready.illinois.gov.
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Tobacco Sales in Downers
Grove Moves to Age 21
In November, the Village Council adopted an ordinance
prohibiting the purchase and possession of tobacco and
alternative nicotine products by anyone under the age
of 21. The ordinance also prohibits the sale of tobacco and
alternative nicotine products to anyone under 21years of age.
The ordinance is currently in effect.
What does the new ordinance mean for people under 21 years of age?
Purchasing and possessing tobacco or alternative nicotine products, smoking materials or
drug paraphernalia by anyone under 21 years of age is punishable by a fine of up
to $75.00.

Preserving
History:

Frank J. Gorman House
This Queen Anne at 1205 Franklin has
been designated as a local landmark for
displaying characteristics of the Queen Anne
architectural style.
The Queen Anne style peaked in popularity
during the last two decades of the eighteenth
century. Distinctive features of Queen Anne
homes include steeply pitched hipped roofs,

What does the new ordinance mean for Downers Grove merchants?
Selling tobacco, alternative nicotine products, smoking materials or drug paraphernalia to
persons under 21 years of age is punishable by a fine up to $300.00.
To view the full text of the ordinance, please visit downers.us and search the Downers
Grove Municipal Code for Chapter 15, Sections 20, 23.1 and 23.2.

To Salt or Not to Salt?
Winter is upon us and that means cold weather, snow and ice. When treating ice,
please keep in mind that salt eventually ends up in our waterways as a pollutant,
adversely affecting plants, animals and fish. Here are some facts to consider:
• Sodium Chloride (table or rock salt) lowers the freezing point of water, forcing
ice to melt. It is inexpensive and effective in temperatures to around 15 degrees
Fahrenheit. It is also highly corrosive and will damage metals and concrete with
repeated exposure.
• Calcium Chloride generates heat while melting ice, making it effective down to
minus 25 degrees Fahrenheit. It works faster, but is more expensive than
sodium chloride.
• Chemicals claiming to be environmentally, pet, and family friendly include
Magnesium Chloride, Calcium Magnesium Acetate (CMA), Potassium Chloride,
Potassium Acetate, and beet juice. Some of these act as a salt substitute while
others amplify salt’s effect, reducing the amount of salt needed to do the job.
These products also tend to be the most expensive options.
• While sand does not melt ice, it can provide traction for vehicles and pedestrians.
Tips for Application
• Apply a thin layer of de-icer just before a storm. This keeps ice and snow from
bonding to surfaces, allowing it to be scraped off, shoveled, or plowed more
easily. This method is used on the streets in the Village and has helped to reduce
the amount of salt used.
• Whatever de-icer you choose, use as little as possible.
For more information, visit the Love Blue, Live Green page on YouTube and look
for the video Snow & Ice Removal Practices for Residents.
insideDG
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varied wall plain and forms and decorative
detailing. They often have large, wraparound
porches and incorporate towers and bays.
Asymmetry, varied texture and ornamentation
are all basic elements of the Queen Anne style.
The Frank J. Gorman House displays many
of these characteristics. Features of the home
include clapboard and bandboard siding,
steeply pitched hipped roofs, and hipped
and gabled dormers. The curved window
in the gabled dormer contrasts the window
in the hipped dormer, which was partially
covered with wood scales, possibly as a part
of renovations in 1968. Also contributing to
the Queen Anne style are the three-story turret
and wraparound porch which contribute to the
home’s asymmetry.
Originally built in 1895, the home passed
through many different owners over the years.
The original owner of the home was Frank
J. Gorman. The residence was also home to
another notable Downers Grove family, the
Foote family, who were the namesake to the
original street name of Forest Avenue.

Keep the Wreaths Red

• Fireplaces should be
cleaned annually, if used
on a regular basis. Do not
burn any foreign objects
in fireplaces. A fireplace
screen should always be in
use.

Wreaths with red bulbs will be displayed at each of the Village’s fire
stations through January 1.
If a holiday-related fire occurs during this time, one of the red lights
in each station’s wreath will be changed to white.
The Downers Grove Fire Department asks that residents do their part
to practice fire safety during the holiday months with the following
tips:

Around the Home

• Electrical cords should not be run under rugs or past doorways.
• Never leave candles unattended. If you are having a party,
candles should only be lit in the attended rooms.

• Do not allow trees to block any exit paths in the home.
• Live trees should be kept at least three feet from any heat
source.
• Check the water level daily on live trees. All live trees and
boughs should be disposed of immediately after the holiday,
before they dry out.

• Make sure you have a working smoke and carbon monoxide
alarm on each level of the home, especially outside the
sleeping areas.
• Use power strips in place of extension cords.

Trees and Lights

• No more than three strings of lights should be connected
together for use on trees.
• Make sure outdoor decorations and lights are approved for
outdoor use.

Close Before You Doze
You may have recently heard about a study by Underwriters Laboratory,
commonly known as UL. UL is a not-for-profit organization dedicated
to public safety. Their research shows one simple action taken in homes
across the U.S. could potentially save lives: Close Before You Doze,
which means close all the doors at home each night before bed.
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Evidence shows that in a home fire, a closed door can be an effective
barrier against deadly levels of carbon monoxide, smoke and flames.
Yet, a new consumer survey conducted by UL Firefigher Safety
Research Institue (UL FSRI) showed that many people keep their doors
open at night.
Why is the Close Your Door message so important now? Because fires
have become more dangerous than ever. Modern synthetic construction
materials, home furnishings, and contemporary layouts allow fire to
spread and become toxic much faster. Due to these developments over
the last 40 years, the average time to escape a home fire has been reduced
from 17 minutes to three minutes or less.
But a closed door can slow the spread, reduce toxic smoke levels,
improve oxygen levels and decrease temperatures dramatically – and that
could make a life-saving difference in your home.
To learn more and see compelling videos showing the power of closing
the door, visit closeyourdoor.org.
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Register or Update Your Profile in the
Community-Wide Notification System
The Community-Wide Notification System (CWNS) allows the
Village to send voice and text messages across the community in
just minutes.
Residents and businesses are encouraged to register additional
devices (up to 10 phone numbers, 10 email addresses and five
physical addresses) by which to be contacted.
Those with call blocking services can ensure they receive the
Village’s time-sensitive calls by adding 630.434.5511 to
their approved number list.
The CWNS sends urgent messages such as gas leaks, what to
do following extreme weather events, and police activity
in your neighborhood.

To create a confidential notification profile, simply visit
downers.us and click on Your Notification Profiles
under the Trending Topics section in the far right
column. The link will take you to a page where you
can customize a profile with the information needed to
receive time-sensitive messages on devices you choose.

The Downers Grove Police Department reminds residents of the following to avoid becoming an easy burglary target:
Lock your car – even in your driveway. Always lock your vehicle, even when it is parked in your driveway. An unlocked vehicle is an easy
target for a thief, especially after dark. The quick entry and exit of a vehicle parked in the driveway with your valuables inside can easily go
unnoticed, even if you are home.
Don’t leave valuables in plain sight. Don’t allow criminals to view valuables or packages inside your car when it is parked in your driveway
or in public parking lots. Place valuables in the trunk or take them with you. Items stolen from cars have included cell phones, laptops, purses,
and wallets. While thieves prefer the easy target of an unlocked vehicle, they will not hesitate to break a window to gain access to valuables
inside. The Police Department urges you to lock your vehicle at all times and put valuables in the trunk.
Lock your home at night – even when you are at home. In several car theft cases, the offender gained entry to the home through an unlocked
door and searched for the keys to the car parked in the driveway. Always lock your doors any time you leave your home and especially at night.

insideDG

7

downers.us

SNIPPETS
DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF FIRE?

The Downers Grove Fire Department has responded to several calls during the past year where
the actions of the family made the difference in their survival. Remember these key reactions in
times of fire:
•

First, make sure all smoke alarms are working.

•

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, and in each sleeping area.

•

Get low under the smoke.

•

Close as many doors as possible on the way out! Visit https://closeyourdoor.org

•

Have emergency contact and insurance information accessible or in another location
as a back-up. Residents will need access to this information immediately following
a fire.

•

Never go back in the structure for anything. Firefighters will assist with locating your belongings.

•

Wait for the fire department in front of the house. Their first concern is that everyone makes it out safely.

•

Have a family meeting place and practice your family escape plan at least once a year.

Kids being taught to “Get down low” as part of the
Downers Grove Fire Department’s school visits.

PLUGGIE’S PALS
Our fire hydrants could be buried by snow this winter! Firefighters need immediate access to the hydrants to be able
to get plenty of water on a fire quickly. It takes firefighters extra minutes to shovel the hydrants out of the snow and
chip ice away from the ports. During this time the fire continues to grow at a very significant rate. Your child can
help you and the firefighters by taking care of the hydrant near your home. Scout troops can handle an entire block
or the hydrant in front of their school.
Sign up for the Pluggie’s Pals Program by visiting the Village website at downers.us. Use the search term “pluggie’s pals.” Questions about
the program can be directed to Gina Barr at gbarr@downers.us.

HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 and Tuesday, January 1, 2019, are holidays for
Republic Services. Collection will be one day later than normal during both of
those weeks.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Most Village offices will be closed on December 24 and 25, 2018,
and on January 1, 2019.

COAT DRIVE

Through January 11, 2019, the Village will be collecting gently used coats and
winter accessories for all ages. Drop boxes are located in the lobbies of Village Hall,
801 Burlington Avenue, the Police Station, 825 Burlington Avenue, and
Public Works, 5101 Walnut Avenue.

LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION

Free collection of live Christmas trees, only, will be offered by Republic Services
from January 2-14, 2019. Trees must be free of tinsel, ornaments and hooks and
should not be placed in bags.

HOLIDAY LIGHT RECYCLING

Recycle unwanted or broken holiday lights instead of throwing them away.
Residents may drop off lights at Public Works, 5101 Walnut Avenue or Village Hall,
801 Burlington Avenue, during business hours through February 15, 2019.

MAKE A DATE ON THE VILLAGE CALENDAR

The Village is accepting event information from DuPage County non-profit
organizations to be posted on the Events Calendar on the Village website.
Questions and event information may be forwarded to events@downers.us.
insideDG
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Wishing you a
wonderful holiday
season and a
Happy New Year
from the Village
Council.

