Keep The
Wreaths Red!
See Page 6

Stormwater Utility Bills
Arrive in January
In January 2013, the Village will implement a monthly stormwater fee that will be charged to all
property owners in Downers Grove. Revenues generated by the fee will be allocated to the
maintenance and operating costs of the stormwater infrastructure system, which consists of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Approximately 7,000 drainage structures
315 stormwater detention facilities
130 miles of storm sewer pipes
12 miles of streams
140 miles of roadway ditches
47,000 feet of culverts

Operating costs for the stormwater system are currently funded primarily through property taxes.
Shifting the source of funding to a utility/fee based system will result in a reduction in the property
tax levy by approximately $2.48 million, beginning with the 2012 levy (collected in 2013).
The monthly stormwater fee will appear on the same bi-monthly utility bill currently used for water
charges. Stormwater fees will be reflected on utility bills beginning in January 2013.
• Properties on the south side of the Village will receive their first stormwater charges on
January 2.
• Properties on the north side of the Village will receive their first stormwater charges on
February 1.
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How much will I be charged and how is the fee calculated?
a.

Stormwater fees are charged PER PARCEL. If your property consists of more than
one parcel number, EACH will be listed separately with the corresponding fee.
(NOTE: UNINCORPORATED parcels will NOT be assessed a Stormwater
Utility Fee.)

b.

The unit of measure used to determine a parcel’s stormwater fee is an ERU or
Equivalent Runoff Unit. One ERU is equal to 3,300 square feet of
impervious area.

(Continued on page 5)
www.downers.us

MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Hello Downers Grove!
One of the things I like best about Downers Grove are the countless ways in which we come together
as a community in support of good causes and local organizations. There is a celebratory mood that
envelops our community just before the holidays and I’m honored by the opportunity to participate in
so many special occasions.

Mayor
Martin T. Tully

The fun began in late October with the annual pancake breakfast held
by Helpling Girls Navigate Adolescents (HGNA) at Ballydoyle. This
year’s event raised a record number of funds and everyone, including
myself and other Village officials who volunteered, had a great time in
the process.
In early November, I was thrilled to join Boy Scout Troop 57 in
celebrating their 50th anniversary. It was a privilege to be on hand to
congratulate them on five decades of exceptionalism in our community!

The 9th Annual Bonfield Express 5K was a huge success, because there’s just no better way to kick-off Thanksgiving morning than
working-out with about 6,000 of your closest friends! Since 2004, the race has become not only a holiday tradition but a huge
success. The Bonfield Express Foundation has given over $185,000 in scholarships to 90 deserving seniors attending area high
schools.
Of course, the official start of the holiday season in
Downers Grove is the annual lighting of the tree at the
Main Street Train Station in the heart of our Downtown.
Although the evening was chilly in temperature, it was
warm with the holiday spirit. I was happy to see so
many residents turn out for this wonderful tradition.
Many thanks, in particular, to the Danko family for
donating such a handsome tree.
Also in November, I had the pleasure of attending the dedication of Flavorchem’s new 40,000+ sq. ft.
liquid production facility. Founded in 1971 by the Sprovieri family and based in Downers Grove
since 1982, they have over 191 employees and annual sales of $65.5 million. Flavorchem’s mastery
of the art of flavor development has earned it an international customer base. Special thanks to
Flavorchem for continuing to invest in Downers Grove’s vibrant business community.
Speaking of which, I do have some Village business to mention and it includes the FY2013 Municipal Budget and implementation of
the new stormwater utility. On November 13, 2012, the Village Council unanimously adopted the FY13 Municipal Budget. It is
prepared pursuant to the recommendations of the Long Range Financial Plan and is indicative of the ongoing commitment to
financial stewardship. The key components of the budget include:
•
•
•
•

Implementation of the Stormwater Utility;
A $1.98 million reduction of the property tax levy – the second reduction in as many years;
A balanced General Fund with revenues and expenses of $41.6 million;
Continued investment in needed infrastructure improvements in a sustainable manner.

The Adopted FY13 Budget reflects the implementation of the stormwater utility approved by the Village Council on August 21,
2012. In January 2013, the Village will implement a monthly stormwater fee that will be charged to all property owners. Revenues
generated by the fee will be allocated to all costs of owning, operating, and maintaining the stormwater infrastructure system.
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WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR STORMWATER FEE AND/OR TAX REDUCTION WILL BE?
Email your address to: swutility@downers.us or call 630.434.CALL (2255)

The Village has invested significant capital to construct and maintain the stormwater infrastructure system. Stormwater originates
from rain or melting snow, or other activities involving outdoor water use such as car washing or hosing off the driveway or sidewalk.
Water that does not immediately soak into the ground becomes run-off. Every property generates run-off and benefits from the
Village infrastructure system that manages stormwater. The utility model represents an equitable method to collect revenue from
those properties that place a demand on the system. Revenue is generated by charging all property owners a monthly stormwater fee,
based on the property's impact to the stormwater system.
In the past, costs for the stormwater system were funded primarily through property taxes. After years of study, discussion and public
input, the Village Council decided that a utility/fee-based system is superior to a property tax based system because it is a more
logical, more equitable, more sustainable, more accountable, and a more responsible method of funding and paying for stormwater
infrastructure and maintenance. Keep in mind that the fee is in lieu of property taxes. Thus, shifting the source of funding to a
utility/fee based system will result in a reduction in the local property tax levy by approximately $2.48 million the first year.
Residents and business operators who would like to know how the stormwater utility affects their property can email their property
address to swutility@downers.us. The Village will provide the annual stormwater fees and the reduction in their property tax bill.
Complete details on the FY13 Budget are available at www.downers.us.
Finally, please remember to shop and dine locally whenever you can this season. I plan to do so and look forward to seeing everyone
around town.
Meanwhile, best wishes for all the holidays and may you and your family enjoy a healthy and prosperous New Year!
Best regards,

Save Money With An Energy Audit
Did you know that more than half of total energy costs come from heating and cooling a home and almost all homes let too much
air escape or penetrate? Most homes also have incorrectly installed or insufficient amounts of attic insulation. Air sealing and
insulating a home are some easy steps homeowners can take to reduce energy bills and create a more comfortable home for winter.
Energy Impact Illinois recently introduced a special, limited-time instant rebate for Chicago-area homeowners of up to $1,750 to
make energy efficient improvements to their homes. Funding for Energy Impact Illinois comes from the U.S. Department of Energy,
Nicor and ComEd.
Call Energy Impact Illinois at 1-855-9-IMPACT to arrange an assessment from a certified partner of Energy Impact Illinois, who will
provide a two-hour inspection, a list of eligible work and cost estimate. Through the rebate program, homeowners, will on average,
save 70% on the cost of the actual work. Energy Impact Illinois can also connect homeowners with attractive loan options with zero
percent interest for the first year.
For more information, visit energyimpactillinois.org.
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
Major Construction Projects Are Complete
The Village’s continued investment in infrastructure recently reached a milestone with the completion of two neighborhood projects
that combined road reconstruction, water main and stormwater drainage improvements.
In 2010, the Village completed an assessment of the condition of all Village owned streets, ranking street segments in seven
categories ranging from Good to Failed. Street segments with a failed rating typically require reconstruction to be restored to
Good condition. The assessment revealed that streets within the Knottingham and Valley View Estates neighborhoods were in
Failed condition.
Complete street reconstruction involves rebuilding the roadway from the gravel base up to the surface. Whenever possible, the
Village combines additional infrastructure improvements along with these projects to reduce costs and minimize the impacts on
neighborhoods.
Knottingham
With a high rate of water main breaks in recent years, it was necessary to replace
the water mains concurrent with street reconstruction. Important to note is that the
project was completed on time and under the budgeted amount of $5.5 million.
• Replaced 11,800 feet of water main
• Installed 35,000 square yards of new pavement
Valley View
Similar to Knottingham, the Valley View
Estates neighborhood was also in
need of new water mains and road
reconstruction.
• Replaced 5,800 feet of water main
• Installed 21,000 square yards of new
pavement
This project was also completed on time
and under the budgeted amount of
$3.5 million.

“ The work in the Valley View
subdivision turned out great....”

ADA compliant features such as raised curb ramps were incorporated into
both projects. A curb ramp provides an accessible route that people with
disabilities can use to safely transition from a roadway to a curbed sidewalk
and vice versa.

“I think you, the department and
the construction company were
considerate, did a good job and took
care in the how the time and work
affected all residents...”

In addition, curb extensions or “bump outs” were added in multiple areas of
both subdivisions. These are designed to reduce the speed of motorists by
reducing the width of the roadway and increase pedestrian safety by reducing
the distance needed to cross
the street.

“...I did want to take a moment to
say thank you to you and your crew
for the work they did this year to fix
up the streets in our area. They look
great...”

The Village would like to
extend a special thank you to
the residents of the
Knottingham and Valley View
Estates neighborhoods for their
patience during these projects.

“I just wanted to compliment the
people who did such a marvelous
job of reconstruction and water main
replacement for our neighborhood. ”

Example of “bump out”
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What Residents
Are Saying:

(Stormwater Utility Bills, continued from cover)

(1) Single Family Residential parcels will be charged based on a tiered system (below).
(2) Non-Single Family Residential parcels will be charged based on the actual amount of impervious area located on the
parcel, as measured in ERUs.
(3) Vacant parcels will be charged .3 ERU.

** Most residential parcels fall into Tier 2.

The new utility bill, to be received in January or February (depending on billing cycle), will include an insert on how to read the
new bill, plus an explanation of stormwater fees.
For more information about the stormwater utility, visit www.downers.us and click on “Stormwater Utility.”

Beware of Energy Solicitors
As a result of electrical aggregation earlier this year, First Energy Solutions is the Village’s energy provider. Please note that there are
other companies phoning or soliciting energy customers, falsely representing that they are the Village’s energy provider.
Residents are advised to not provide any ComEd account numbers or other personal information to these companies before fully
considering the safety of their personal information prior to providing it to any company that conducts business solicitations over
the phone.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Keep the
Wreaths Red

HOT TOPIC: Why Do Bad Fires
Happen to Good People?
Q: What are the three leading causes of residential fires?
Electrical? Cooking? Candles? Matches or lighters? It is true that all of these
commonly contribute to the cause of fires. But, the real answer is:
A: Men, Women and Children. Most fires CAN be prevented. People need to
understand how their own behavior and actions contribute to the cause of a fire and
the rate at which it spreads.
In response to several house fires that have occurred in the Village this year, please
take note of the following safety tips:
•

Wreaths with red bulbs will be displayed at each
of the Village's fire stations from December 1 to
January 1. If a holiday related fire occurs during
this time, one of the red lights in each station's
wreaths will be changed to white. The Downers
Grove Fire Department asks that residents do
their part to practice fire safety during the
holiday months with the following tips:
Around the Home
• Make sure you have a working smoke
alarm on each level of the home,
especially outside the sleeping areas.
• Electrical cords should not be run under
rugs or past doorways.
• Use power strips in place of
extension cords.
• Never leave candles unattended. If you
are having a party, candles should only
be lit in the attended rooms.
• Fireplaces should be cleaned annually, if
used on a regular basis. Do not burn
any foreign objects in fireplaces. A fire
place screen should always be in use.
Trees and Lights
• Do not allow trees to block any exit
paths in the home.
• Live trees should be kept at least three
feet from any heat source.
• Check the water level daily on live
trees. All live trees and boughs should
be disposed of immediately after the
holiday, before they dry out.
• No more than three strings of lights
should be connected together for use
on trees.
• Make sure outdoor decorations and
lights are approved for outdoor use.
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•
•
•

•

•

•

Clean lint from the clothes dryer and the dryer filters. Most dryers have a lint
trap on top that is easily removed and should be emptied before a new load is
put in. Also, the hose and vent that connect the dryer to the outside of the house
should be cleared of lint and debris periodically. Several fires have been caused by
a buildup of lint in these trapped areas.
Be careful as to what items are placed in the dryers. Greasy, oily rags and other
items such as rubber gloves, should not be put in a dryer.
Do not store rags that have been soaked in gasoline, oil, or other chemicals in the
garage or basement. These should be aired out in an open space.
Use extreme caution with halogen lights – keep them at least three feet away
from any combustibles. Never use them as a light source when working around
gasoline engines.
Take a final walk around the house before going to bed to make sure all candles
are extinguished. Never light candles on a shelf right next to a wall, towels,
decorations or other combustibles.
If a fire breaks out...Get out immediately and call the fire department before
making any attempts to put the fire out yourself. This action could save your
home!
When escaping from a fire, try to remember to close as many doors behind you as
possible. This will help contain the spread of fire and minimize fire, smoke, and
heat damage.

More Tips...for the Holidays
Many communities see a rise in the number of residential fires over the winter
holidays. Keep these tips in mind for a safe and healthy holiday.
• Never leave cooking unattended on a stovetop – even if you plan to
“be right back.”
• Clean the oven. Oven fires are more common than many people believe.
A build up of grease, burnt food, and other particles has caused many oven fires
that spread quickly to the rest of the kitchen and other areas of the house.
• Turkey deep fryers are for outdoor use only. Never use indoors or in an
enclosed space, such as a garage. Do not leave the fryer unattended, even for a
few minutes.
• Candles: Candles continue to add to the number of serious residential fires. If
you use candles, make sure every candle is in a tip-proof holder and in a
low-traffic area. Keep all candle wicks trimmed to less than one-quarter inch.
Have a safe and happy holiday!

Officer Receives Award from MADD
Downers Grove Police Officer Nicholas Linklater received the Illinois Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) organization’s “MADD Hero” award.
Linklater was nominated for the award due to his devotion to removing impaired drivers
from the streets of Downers Grove. He has made over 100 impaired driving arrests
during his two-year career. In addition, he serves on the police department’s DUI
Committee and conducts training for other police officers.
Officer Linklater is also the 2011 recipient of the Caitlin E.Weese award, a Downers
Grove Police Department commendation that recognizes exceptional work in
apprehending impaired drivers. The award is named in memory of Weese, the daughter
of Downers Grove firefighter Joel Mains.

Take a Stand Against Drunk Driving
The Downers Grove Police Department and the Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists (AAIM) need your help to keep impaired
drivers off the road during the holidays and year round.
AAIM initiated the "Drunkbusters" program in 1990 to encourage drivers with cellular phones to report erratic driving to police.
Tipsters whose calls lead to DUI arrests will be awarded $100 from AAIM. The program runs year round in DuPage, Kane,
McHenry, Lake, and Will Counties and statewide in Illinois during holiday periods. The monetary awards are funded entirely
through court fines paid by DUI offenders.
Persons calling 9-1-1 on their cell phone to report impaired driving will initially be connected with the DuPage County Sheriff’s
Department dispatch center. To contact Downers Grove Police Department dispatchers directly, residents should call (630) 968-2131.
While impaired drivers may be encountered at any time of the day, chances are most significant on weekends between the hours of
12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. Alcohol is not the only substance that can impair driving; prescription and over-the-counter or street drugs
may also contribute.
What does an impaired driver look like?
Police officers look for the following signs that a driver may be
impaired.
• Vehicles that turn with a wide radius;
• Straddling the lane markings;
• Almost striking an object or another vehicle;
• Swerving;
• Driving below the speed limit;
• Driving without headlights at night.
What should I do if I encounter an impaired driver?
• Distance yourself from other vehicles that are driving
erratically.
• Drive defensively.
• Report erratic drivers to police so they can be intercepted
before any harm is done.
Also, be aware of impaired driving behaviors and always be sure
everyone is buckled up – on every trip, every time.

“Drunkbuster” Training

Police and fire personnel were recently trained how to spot
impaired driving. The ability to spot clues that another driver
on the road is impaired is especially critical to emergency
responders. Impaired drivers tend to to drive into, rather than
driving safely around, emergency scenes. Officer James Minett
stressed to the class the importance of reporting those drivers
immediately, so police can intercept them before they cause
harm.
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REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS
IS YOUR PROPERTY AFFECTED BY FLOODING?
The Village of Downers Grove has staff available to answer any
questions concerning flood plain regulations and flood protection
measures. We can even come to your property and assist you with your
property's specific questions! Contact Karen Daulton Lange at
630-434-5489 to make an appointment or email kdlange@downers.us.

NEW BUSINESSES

UPCOMING GARBAGE HOLIDAYS
Tuesday, December 25, 2012, and Tuesday, January 1, 2013, are
garbage holidays. Please remember that if your collection day falls on
or after the holiday, collection will be one day later.

CocoMero
5150 Main Street
630-968-4450

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING; JANUARY 5, 2013
The Village offers electronics recycling on the first Saturday of each
month, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The drop-off location is at Village
Hall, 801 Burlington Avenue, in the employee parking lot at the rear of
the building, off Curtiss Street .
Since January 1, 2012, TVs, computers (and laptops), monitors,
printers, computer peripherals, VCRs/DVD players, gaming systems,
MP3 players and other electronic items are banned from Illinois
landfills.
WATER RATES
Effective March 1, 2013, the unit rate for water and the fixed-rate meter
charge will increase. Please visit www.downers.us and click on “Water”
for more information.

Bellissima Photography
5120 Main Street #6
815-791-2313

University of Aesthetics
1043 Curtiss Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515
773-635-1000
NEW LOCATIONS

Jeans and A Cute Top
Shop
5116 Main Street
630-964-4661
Max Logan’s
Home Accents
5135 Main Street
630-963-8800
Midwest Dental Associates
5151 Mochel Drive
Suite 300
630-796-0700
Verizon Wireless
5150C Main Street
630-390-9024

Be Fit Physical Therapy
and Pilates
1027 Burlington Avenue
630-964-4008
Fair Game
5147 Main Street
630-963-0640
Knitche, Inc
5221 Main Street
630-852-5648
NEW OWNERS
Downers Grove
Barber Shop
934 Warren Avenue
773-987-7981
Downtown Food Mart
946 Main Street
630-395-9158

IS YOUR BUSINESS THE NEW KID IN TOWN?
If so, Hometown Times wants to hear from you.
For more details, contact Printing and Publications at
(630) 434-5556. New businesses are published as a
service, not as an endorsement by the Village.
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