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Stormwater Utility Launches 
in January
The Village will implement a monthly stormwater fee, effective January 2013, that will 
be charged to all property owners. The fee will appear on the same bi-monthly utility bill
used for water charges. 

Operating costs for the stormwater system are currently funded primarily through property
taxes. Shifting the source of funding to a utility/fee based system will result in a reduction
in the property tax levy by approximately $2.48 million, beginning with the 2012 levy
(collected in 2013). 

The Village invests significant capital to construct and maintain the stormwater system.
Revenues generated by the fee will be solely allocated to the maintenance and operating
costs of the stormwater infrastructure system, which consists of:
• Approximately 7,000 drainage structures
• 315 stormwater detention facilities
• 30 miles of storm sewer pipes
• 12 miles of streams
• 140 miles of roadway ditches
• 47,000 feet of culverts

Benefits of the Utility
The utility model represents an equitable method to collect revenue from those properties
that place a demand on the system. Revenue is generated by charging all property owners
a monthly stormwater fee, based on the property's impact to the stormwater system. 

There are multiple benefits to implementing a fee based system:
• All properties in the Village share in the cost of operating and maintaining the 

stormwater system.
• Fees provide a predictable and sustainable funding source.
• A heightened sense of awareness of the stormwater management system is created.
• Property owners are encouraged to reduce the amount of run-off from their property 

by installing rain barrels, rain gardens, and detention basins, and may be eligible for a 
credit to their stormwater fee.

WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR FEE 
AND/OR 

TAX REDUCTION WILL BE? 
Email your address to: swutility@downers.us. 

Look for more information about the Stormwater Utility in the December issue of
Hometown Times and on the Village website, www.downers.us. 

All water is not
the same.

• Tap water comes 
from a faucet and is 
used for drinking, 
bathing, cooking, and
household purposes. 
Customers receive 
a bill for their use 
from the Village.

• Wastewater is that 
which has been used, 
as for washing clothes
or flushing the toilet.
Customers receive 
a bill for their use 
from the Downers 
Grove Sanitary 
District. 

• Stormwater 
originates from rain or
melting snow, or 
other activities 
involving outdoor 
water use such as car 
washing. Water 
that does not soak 
into the ground 
becomes run-off. 
Every property 
generates run-off 
and benefits from the 
Village infrastructure 
system that manages 
stormwater. 

How do you pay 
for use of the 

stormwater system? 
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Hello Downers Grove!

With the exceptionally hot and dry summer that we recently experienced, you might think it odd for
the Village to be focused on stormwater management and infrastructure issues.  But as anyone who has
lived in our community for even a few years will likely appreciate, stormwater and flooding are major
issues that have to be taken very seriously.  Along with federal Clean Water Act obligations, the proper
and effective maintenance of our Village's stormwater infrastructure is both a challenging and costly
endeavor.  For a number of years, the Village has been investigating a more logical, equitable, 
sustainable, and accountable method of funding these mandatory expenses.  More specifically, the
Village has been exploring the possibility of implementing a stormwater utility fee instead of using
property tax dollars to pay for stormwater costs.  

You may have read in our cover story, or perhaps heard elsewhere, that after much research, discussion
and public input, the Stormwater Utility has been approved by the Village Council and property 
owners will see a stormwater fee on their utility bills along with water usage charges starting in 2013.
Since this is a shift to a fee-based system, there will be a corresponding reduction in the property tax

levy of the amount that used to go toward paying for stormwater costs.

The decision to pay for the cost associated with the maintenance of our stormwater infrastructure has been a very deliberative
process.  In fact, discussions and investigation regarding the concept have been ongoing for almost a decade.  As mentioned, the
driving force behind this shift from the current property tax model to a Stormwater Utility was the need to maintain our stormwater
infrastructure and comply with the Clean Water Act.  There is an entire County ordinance that pertains to nothing but stormwater
and those rules, likewise, must be followed.  Also, bear in mind that the system is designed and maintained to mitigate flooding,
which the community has insisted be done, and rightfully so.  The Village is obligated to take care of stormwater but there is very
little in the way of outside funds available to do so.  So, the big question is always how to pay for the costs associated with meeting
the requirements of the Clean Water Act that include the operation and maintenance of the stormwater infrastructure system.  

After having thought about and discussed the subject with the community for at least a decade, I’m convinced that the Stormwater
Utility is a superior way of funding stormwater maintenance and infrastructure.  I’ve personally come to that conclusion principally
for five reasons: 

1) A stormwater utility is a more logical way to raise funds for stormwater than property taxes.  
If you think about it, there are a lot of expenses that could be folded into the property tax bill.  For example, the drinking water the
Village provides to residents and businesses.  It wouldn’t make much sense to charge property owners for water based on how much
their property is worth.  After all, the assessed value of a property has nothing to do with water consumption.  The same logic can be
applied to charging for costs related to stormwater.  What does the value of a property have to do with the amount of stormwater
runoff it generates?  The answer is “very little,” which is precisely why the utility model is a more logical way of going about paying
for stormwater.  Under the stormwater utility model, the fee charged is related to the property's amount of impermeable surface area
and the amount of stormwater runoff that property can be expected to generate.

2) The stormwater utility model is more equitable. 
In other words, it’s a fairer system because this truly spreads the cost of stormwater throughout the entire community in terms of who
contributes to the runoff.  While not everyone pays property taxes, almost every property generates stormwater runoff.  It’s more
equitable in that property owners are charged a fee in relation to the amount of stormwater runoff that is generated by the parcel in
question. Plus, a utility model allows property owners the opportunity to earn credits that can lower the fee paid by taking certain
qualifying steps to reduce stormwater run-off from their property.  That's not something that is very often available with property
taxes.  

3) A stormwater utility is more sustainable than property taxes.  
This is a more sustainable way of funding for infrastructure because you have a mechanism that is developed and designed solely for
one purpose and that is to determine and fund the cost of stormwater infrastructure and maintenance.  The current property tax 
system does not do that.  Because stormwater costs are being shifted away from property taxes and to a fee-based system instead, the
Stormwater Utility will result in a $2.48 million reduction in the Village-wide annual property tax levy. 

To find out what your individual fee and/or tax reduction will be simply email your address to: swutility@downers.us.  We'll let
you know what you can expect to see.

Mayor 
Martin T. Tully
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4)  The utility funding method is more transparent and accountable. 
The very fact that some people may experience "sticker shock" when they receive
their first stormwater utility bill is significant in that for the first time ever they’ll see
the actual cost of stormwater maintenance broken out as a line item on a bill.  This
has never happened before, as this level of detail is not available on the property tax
bill.  Property owners will now see the costs directly associated with stormwater
infrastructure and maintenance.  Not only will residents be more informed, but they
will be empowered to hold their government more accountable for how those
stormwater funds are managed.  

5) A utility promotes awareness and best practices when it comes to
stormwater.  
The current system of using the property tax to pay for stormwater infrastructure
expenses doesn’t promote an awareness of how to better manage stormwater and 
support the goals of the Clean Water Act.  However, if you know you’re going to
have credits and you are being charged based on the amount of runoff generated
from your property, it’s easy to see how folks might become more aware of runoff
and how runoff can be curtailed.  In fact, the Stormwater Utility has built into it the
concept of credits that allow property owners, up to a point to manage the amount
they pay by reducing the amount of stormwater runoff  from their property.
Encouraging such best practices is beneficial to the entire community.

Although every method has its drawbacks, I believe that paying for stormwater costs
using a Stormwater Utility model as opposed to a property tax-based model is in the
best interests of Downers Grove as a whole.  The program that will be implemented
has been tailor-made for Downers Grove and complete details are available at
www.downers.us.  Our Village staff and a number of other people spent a 
tremendous amount of time and effort to design a system that is ideally suited for
this community.  

Of course, as with anything new, a healthy bit of trepidation and skepticism about
the Stormwater Utility are completely understandable.  There will no doubt be
bumps in the road.  Program elements, in terms of  both budget and the operational
aspects, may need to be adjusted.  If changes are needed, they will be presented to
the community in a manner consistent with Downers Grove’s high standards for
openness and public inclusiveness.  Ultimately, the Stormwater Utility empowers the
community to hold this and future Village Councils more accountable for the 
operation and maintenance of the stormwater system than does the current property
tax system. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this lengthy explanation, as it reflects a pretty
major change in the way we do things here in Downers Grove.  We know there are
likely to be questions, and your Village Council and Village Staff will be here to
answer them.

Best wishes for the Fall,

Commissioner
Candidates Must
File Nominating
Petitions
Voters will be electing three Village
Council Commissioners in the
Consolidated Election on April 9, 2013.
Downers Grove residents wishing to run
for the office of Commissioner must file
their Statements of Candidacy and 
nominating petitions, available from the
Village Clerk s office. 

Petitions must be filed with the Village
Clerk between November 19 and 26,
2012, at Village Hall, 801 Burlington
Avenue. The office hours are 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. 

If more than 12 persons file for the 
position of Commissioner, the DuPage
County Election Commission will conduct
a Consolidated Primary Election on 
February 26, 2013.

Signature requirements for nominating 
petitions must be equal to at least 1% of
the total vote cast for mayor at the last 
preceding mayoral election, or 50 
signatures.

For further information on election law, 
candidates should consult their own 
attorneys.

For information on election procedures,
candidates should contact the DuPage
County Election Commission at 
(630) 407-5600.
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Recycling Extravaganza
Downers Grove Aims to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
October 13, 2012
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Public Works Facility, 5101 Walnut Avenue

This event is open to residents of DuPage County, not including businesses and
not-for-profit organizations, and gives residents an opportunity to donate items
that may otherwise end up in a landfill.

Vehicles must enter the Recycling Extravaganza site from Curtiss Street, via
northbound Walnut Avenue or Belmont Road. (see map). Access from eastbound
Curtiss Street and southbound Walnut Avenue will be restricted.

NOTE:  Vehicles must be in line by 1:00 p.m to be served. Those
arriving after 1:00 p.m. will be turned away.  

Items Accepted: 
• Lead acid batteries: automotive-size battery cores – car, boat, truck, motorcycle, computer, sump pump
• Electronics: Large and small electronics, TVs, VCRs, DVD players, cameras, computers, laptops, copiers, cords, discs, 

electric typewriters, fax/adding machines, hard drives, key boards, mice, monitors, PDAs, printers, scanners, small kitchen
appliances, radios, speakers, stereos, telephones, zip drives, hair dryers, etc. 

• Household batteries, including rechargeable
• Cell phones and accessories 
• Propane tanks
• Bicycles, in any condition
• Ink cartridges
• Carpet and padding 
• Clothing and textiles  
• Furniture, in useable condition: dressers,

tables, chairs, dishes and silverware
• Musical instruments
• Art supplies
• Fire extinguishers
• Compact fluorescent light bulbs, only 
• Eyeglasses
• Hearing aids
• American flags
• PAPER SHREDDING:  Limit of 2 brown 

paper bags per vehicle

NOT Accepted: 
• Refrigerators and large household appliances
• Air conditioners and dehumidifiers
• Smoke alarms
• Incandescent light bulbs and fluorescent tubes
• Thermostats
• Paint of any kind
• Household hazardous waste such as cleaning agents, chemicals
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Pledge to Prepare:  
September is National Preparedness Month

Emergencies can happen anytime, anywhere, in communities
just like Downers Grove. In times of crisis, it is important to
be self-sufficient as police, fire, and rescue may not always be
able to reach you quickly, for example, if trees or power lines
are down or if they’re overwhelmed by demand from the
emergency.

“Preparedness is a shared responsibility and it takes a whole
community,” said Mary Pratt, Village of Downers Grove
Emergency Management Coordinator. “All households are
strongly advised to prepare for an event that includes the loss
of electricity, water service, and access to a supermarket and
local services for a few days.”

Follow these three simple steps to begin your preparations:

Get a Kit

Keep enough emergency supplies on hand for your family for at least three days—water (one gallon, per person, per day), 
non-perishable food, first aid supplies, prescriptions, flashlight, and a battery powered radio. Remember to include food and supplies
for your pets, too. 

Make a Plan

Be sure everyone in the family understands where to go and what to do in case of an emergency.  Establish responsibilities for each
member of your household and plan to work together as a team.
• Designate two locations to meet in case it is impossible to return home or if you have to evacuate, one near your home and one 

outside of the neighborhood. Make sure your family knows the address and phone number of both locations.
• Designate an out-of-area contact person. This person should be far enough away that it is unlikely he or she would be affected 

by the same emergency. Family members should call this person to report their locations if they cannot reach each other. 
Provide your contact person with important names and numbers so he or she can assist in keeping others posted on your 
situation. Create a communications card for each member of your household to keep with them at all times.

Be Informed

• Discuss with your family the types of disasters that can happen where you live.
• Visit ready.gov or ready.illinois.gov to find preparedness information.
• It’s also a good time to update information the Village has on file for the Community Wide Notification System. The system is 

used to communicate important messages in the public interest of both emergency and non-emergency natures. Residents and 
businesses are encouraged to register additional devices (up to three phone numbers and two email addresses) by which to be 
contacted. To add or change information, visit www.downers.us and click on “Community Wide Notification” or call the 
Community Response Center at (630) 434-2255. 

For more emergency preparedness information and planning tools, visit www.ready.gov.



Sparky Says “Have 2 Ways Out”
Fire Prevention Week: October 7-13, 2012

Since 1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9 falls, in 
commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire, which began on October 8 and did most of its damage on October 9, 1871. 
“Have 2 Ways Out” is this year’s theme for Fire Prevention Week.

The Downers Grove Fire Department will mark the week with the following events:

Night at the Firehouse
Wednesday, October 10, 2012  6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Station 5, 6701 Main Street

Take a station tour, see demonstrations of automobile extrication and rescue 
techniques, and get acquainted with the various uniforms and protective apparel
worn by firefighters in a variety of emergency situations during the “Firefighter
Fashion Show.” Witness how quickly a fire can spread and the effectiveness of 
residential sprinklers in the side-by-side room demonstration.

“Freddie” the robot fire truck will be on hand to visit with families, the fire safety
trailer will be operating to help children practice escaping from fires, and children
can practice making 9-1-1 calls with real Downers Grove 
emergency dispatchers.

Firefighters will demonstrate the use of thermal imaging cameras to locate victims in dense smoke and detect fires behind walls.
Learn what you need to do to keep your family prepared and safe in the event of natural disasters. Parents may visit with the 
firefighters and learn how to keep their families safe from fire and other unintentional injuries common to children.

18th Annual Silent Parade
Friday, October 12, 2012  Approximately 7:15 p.m.  Main Street and Maple Avenue

The parade pays tribute to all those who have lost their lives to fire and features fire 
department vehicles from many surrounding villages. All vehicles will display lights only; no
sirens will be sounded.

The parade will begin in Hinsdale at 7:00 p.m. and pass through Downers Grove at Main and
Maple at approximately 7:15 p.m.  People may assemble along Maple Avenue to view the

parade and pay tribute by holding a flashlight as the cortege passes.

The night will conclude with a memorial service and tribute to firefighters at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, just south of Route 53
and Maple Avenue. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Don’t Drive in a School Daze
Classes are in session for students in Downers Grove Grade School District 58 and
Community High School District 99. The Downers Grove Police Department reminds
motorists to exercise caution when driving near schools, bus stops, and anywhere 
children may be walking near the road. Officers will be closely monitoring the schools
and school walking routes in our community. Motorists are reminded of the following: 

• On any two-lane roadway and within school parking lots, all traffic must stop 
when the school bus has its "STOP" arm extended. On a four-lane roadway, only 
vehicles traveling in the same direction as the bus are required to stop. The penalty for 
passing a stopped school bus is a $150.00 fine and a 90-day suspension of driving privileges.

• The speed limit in areas posted as "School Zones" is 20 mph on school days from 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., when children are present in the area. The minimum fine for this traffic offense is $150.00.
• Always BUCKLE-UP everyone on every trip, every time. Seat belts are the best defense against driver mistakes - they save lives 

every day!
• When driving near schools, be alert for adult school crossing guards and student patrols that may be assisting children crossing 

the street. Motorists are required to obey the instructions of adult school crossing guards, so use caution and be prepared 
to stop.

• Drivers are prohibited from using cell phones in school zones! State statute prohibits the use of cellphones by all drivers, 
regardless of age, while operating a motor vehicle in a school zone.

Please help the Downers Grove Police Department in making the 2012/2013 school year a safe one for our children.

Sweet Rewards 
Downers Grove Police officers will be issuing a Dunkin’ Donuts coupon to 
bicyclists that are caught in the act of wearing a helmet while riding their bike. 

Wearing a bike helmet reduces the chances of a head injury by 85%! 

With that statistic in mind, be sure all members of the family wear a helmet
every time they ride to stay safe and possibly score a sweet reward!

The police wish to thank the Dunkin’ Donuts stores at 1931 W. Ogden Avenue, 522 Ogden Avenue, and 6310 Woodward Avenue
for their generous support in providing the reward coupons.

Is Your Child Ready to be Home Alone?
It is a reality that from time to time, children come home to an empty house after school. Illinois law does not prescribe an age when
children can be left home alone. Parents must determine if their child is mature enough to handle such a responsibility and take 
reasonable safety measures. Anxiety associated with staying home alone can be reduced in both parent and child by having a safe, 
comfortable, after-school routine. 

The Downers Grove Police Department offers the following tips: 
• Have your child check in with you or another trusted adult immediately after arriving home from school.
• Does your child know what to do or where to go if they need assistance when you're not home? Is there someplace or someone 

to avoid? Discuss these points with your child in a clear and age appropriate manner.
• Children must know that they will not be in trouble for calling 9-1-1 under circumstances when they are alone and scared. 

Dispatchers are trained to handle children with care, especially when they are frightened. 
• Be sure your child knows how to use the door and window locks, and the alarm system, if you have one. Ask them to demonstrate 

to you how to use these devices.
• Is your child allowed to have house guests when they are home alone? Make it clear that they must have your permission to 

allow anyone inside. 
• Teach your child that they should never let anyone know that they are home alone. A great response is, “My mom can’t come to

the phone right now. She will call you back when she can.”
• Never underestimate the power of curiosity. Anything in the house that is “off-limits” should be kept locked up for everyone’s 

safety. PLEASE lock up guns and ammunition! 

Most importantly, make sure your child knows they can come to you when they feel frightened or uncomfortable. 
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REMINDERS AND
OTHER NEWS
FALL GARBAGE HOLIDAYS
Thursday, November 22, 2012, Thanksgiving
Day, is a  garbage holiday. Please remember
that if your collection day falls on or after the
holiday, collection will be one day later.

DOWNTOWN EVENTS
Girls Night Out, Halloween window painting,
trick-or-treating, and the Gingerbread Festival
are all on the calendar in the next few months.
Visit the new Downtown Management website to
keep up on the details. www.downtowndg.org

LEAF REMINDERS   
Leaves are not permitted to be swept into the
street or burned. They are considered yard
waste. Search “Yard Waste” at www.downers.us.

FALL BACK
Don’t forget to turn the clock back one hour
before turning in on Saturday, November 3.
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on
November 4, 2012. 

CHANGE THE CLOCK, CHANGE YOUR BATTERY!
The Downers Grove Fire Department 
recommends you change the battery in all
smoke detectors in your home when you change
the time.  A working smoke alarm more than
doubles your chances of surviving a home fire.
Also, don t forget to test them every month! 

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue 

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Mayor Martin T. Tully
Commissioners

Marilyn Schnell, William Waldack, 
Sean Patrick Durkin, Geoff Neustadt, 
Robert T. Barnett, Becky Rheintgen

Council Meetings 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tues.-7:00 pm
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency 9-1-1
Village Hall 1.630.434.5500
Communications Department 1.630.434.5550
Community Response Center 1.630.434-CALL (2255)

1.630.434.5511
Village Hall Hours          

Tues. 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
Mon. and Wed. through Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Published by the Village of Downers Grove

POLITICAL SIGNS
Election season is here and time to remind everyone of
the rules regarding the posting of political signs. Section
28.1501.04(9) of the  Municipal Code permits the 
following for temporary political signs:

1. Up to a total of 12 square feet of political signage 
may be placed on private property.

2. Candidates are allowed to place signs only with the 
property owner’s permission.

3. Signs may not be placed in public rights-of-way. 
Generally, the right-of-way is the area between the 
sidewalk and the street.  In areas where there is no 
sidewalk, the right-of-way generally ends 20 feet 
behind the street. 

4. There are no longer any time limits for placement or 
removal of political signs.

5. Permits are not required for temporary political signs.

Signs that are placed in the public right-of-way are 
subject to removal. 

LIKE DOWNERS GROVE? THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
The Discover Downers Grove Mobile App, brought to you
by the Downers Grove Visitors Bureau, is now available
for free on both the iPhone and Android platforms.  The
app allows you to access all Downers Grove has to offer
in shopping, dining, hotel, entertainment and events!  


