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What’s YOUR Plan for  
Severe Weather?

Spring’s arrival marks a welcome change of seasons, but also rapidly changing 
meteorological conditions ideal for the threat of severe weather. Residents must 
prepare for and be alert to these conditions and know what to do when they occur.

OUTDOOR EMERGENCY SIRENS 
The purpose of the sirens is to alert those who are outdoors of the threat of danger, 
either due to weather conditions or a national emergency. If you are indoors, you 
may not hear the siren.

SIRENS ARE JUST ONE TOOL TO WARN THE PUBLIC

• Be alert to changing conditions when severe weather threatens.

• Monitor weather reports via NOAA weather radio, broadcast radio or television 
stations. (NOAA radios can be purchased at retail stores or online.)

• Keep an eye on the sky.

• Know when and where to seek shelter.

• Keep an emergency kit in your shelter area.

 WHEN WILL THE SIRENS SOUND?

• Sirens are TESTED year-round on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.

• Sirens will be ACTIVATED under one or more of the following conditions: 
    
1. There is a confirmed sighting of a tornado headed for our community. 
2. The National Weather Service has issued a tornado warning for our 
    community or an adjacent community. 
3. There are confirmed reports in the community of life threatening storm     
    damage and wind.

WHEN YOU HEAR A SIREN, PLEASE DO NOT CALL 9-1-1  
TO GET INFORMATION

Communication lines must remain free to respond to emergency reports and  
dispatch police, fire and emergency services where needed.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Hello to all residents of  
Pierce Downer’s Grove! 
In the Village of Downers Grove, we strive to and take great pride in preserving the balance 
between tradition and progress. Before getting into the recent progress made by those willing to 
invest in our community, allow me to provide you with a brief update on the Village’s historic 
preservation efforts. 

As a community founded in 1832, we have a great deal of historic people and places to 
recognize and celebrate. With extensive help from many residents in the community, the Village 
Council adopted a new and revised Historic Preservation Ordinance in December 2015, with 
the expressed goal of making voluntary historic landmarking easier than ever for property 
owners.  I’m pleased to report that in the span of just over a year, there have been nine buildings 
historically preserved through landmarking, including eight family homes and the Main Street 
Train Station.

On Tuesday, February 14, 2017, community landmarking efforts reached a milestone as the 
Village Council adopted a resolution granting historic landmark designation to the home of none other than the founding father 
himself, Pierce Downer. For years when the topic of historic preservation was discussed, most people just assumed that the former 
home of the town’s namesake, located at 4437 Seeley Avenue, was protected. But unbeknownst to many, it was not ....until now. 
Today, thanks to the concerted efforts of many people and most importantly the owners of the property, Arthur and Judy Frigo, 
the Pierce Downer home is now an official landmark!  On behalf of all current and future residents, I’d like to sincerely thank the 
Frigos and all who worked so diligently to bring this truly historic moment to fruition. A ceremony reflecting this designation will 
be conducted at a Landmark Preservation Council meeting in March. 

As I mentioned earlier, making progress is also an integral part of our identity, and I am pleased to report that robust economic 
development continues in the Village. Communities throughout the Chicago region, and in some cases nationally, are competing 
for new opportunities, while working hard to maintain existing businesses. In cooperation with the Downers Grove Economic 
Development Corporation, the Village works hard to make sure we are in the best position to facilitate, and in some instances 
create, new opportunites.

Pierce Downer House 
Circa 1800s 

Pierce Downer House 
TODAY

Mayor
Martin T. Tully
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
(Mayor’s Message Con’t)

Here is a list of the outstanding businesses that have recently 
invested or reinvested in Downers Grove over the past year. Please 
welcome them with your patronage whenever possible.

• Advocate Health Care

• Alter Brewing Company

• Burlington Coat Factory

• Chipotle

• Duluth Trading Company

• Ensono

• Five Below

• Glanbia Performance Nutrition, Inc.

• Grand Appliance and TV

• Hirose Electric USA

• Holladay Properties

• JMG Financial Group

• Kia Motors

• Lacey Creek Supportive Living

• Max Holding LLC. 

• Oakley Home Builders

• PLZ Aeroscience Corporation

• Skechers

We do like our celebrations in Downers Grove! It was great to 
see everyone at what turned out to be one of the warmest Ice 
Sculpture Festivals on record. Let’s all agree to meet again at the 
Independence Day Parade in July. This year’s parade promises 
to be bigger and better. The application for neighborhood floats, 
marchers and entertainment is available at www.downers.us. 
We look forward to seeing you there, as summer will be here  
before you know it. 

Best regards, 

Mayor Martin T. Tully

 What’s YOUR Plan for Severe Weather? (Continued from cover)

• The siren sound means Take Shelter Now.

• Do not ignore it.

• The emergency is NOT over when the sirens stop.

• There is NO “All Clear” siren. Monitor a weather radio, local TV station or visit www.weather.gov for the latest on  
the location of the storm.

• Multiple siren activation indicates an imminent impact.

Where to Find More Information about  
Emergency Preparedness 

National Weather Service
www.weather.gov

DuPage County Office of Homeland Security  
and Emergency Management

www.protectdupage.org

Ready Illinois
www.ready.illinois.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA)

www.ready.gov
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS

Floodplain Information
Do you have a question on whether a property in the Village of Downers Grove is in 
a Floodplain or Localized Poor Drainage Area (LPDA)? Do you need FEMA flood 
insurance rate map information?

Floodplain and LPDA information can be found using the Parcel Navigator Map. 

General information regarding our stormwater program, floodplain, LPDAs, creeks 
and wetlands, and the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) can be found on the 
Stormwater page. 

Residents, builders, lenders, realtors and insurance agents are welcome to contact 
the Public Works Department for assistance with FEMA floodplain requirements and 
data. Please keep in mind that mortgage lenders make the official determination for flood insurance requirements. The Village also maintains 
elevation certificate records.

For more information, please call 630-434-5460 and ask for the Stormwater Administrator, or email Stormwater@downers.us.

Free Paper Shredding Event
The Downers Grove Police Department Auxiliary Unit and Accurate Document Destruction will be hosting a free Paper-Shredding 
Event on Saturday, April 15, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. until Noon at Village Hall, 801 Burlington Avenue, in the lower level east 
employee parking area (fenced lot off of Curtiss Street – follow the signs).  Auxiliary officers will be on hand to assist residents 
lifting boxes out of their cars. 

This free service is made available to residents of Downers Grove in an effort to 
help guard against identity theft and fraud. 

Each vehicle will be allowed one brown paper bag or box (banker’s box size) filled 
with personal paperwork that will be shredded by a bonded and insured customer 
service representative of Accurate Document Destruction. A crosscut shredder will 
be utilized to render documents unidentifiable. Materials will then be taken to a 
recycling facility where it will be turned into tomorrow’s paper products.

Identity theft is a serious crime. People whose identities have been stolen can  
spend months or years and their hard-earned money cleaning up the mess the 
thieves have made and attempting to restore their credit record. One source the 

offenders use to get personal information from victims is garbage left at the curb. 

Discarded documents can reveal bits of your personal information: bank and credit card account numbers; Social Security numbers;  
or your name, address, and phone numbers. 

Please mark your calendar to take advantage of this free service and meet members of the Downers Grove Police Auxiliary Unit. 



 

Preserving Downers 
Grove History
The Herring House, 701 Maple Avenue, is an 
exceptional example of the Queen Anne  
architectural style. The house was designed and 
constructed in 1895 by local architect William 
James Herring as a home for himself and his family. 

Herring contributed greatly to the development of 
Downers Grove. He designed many buildings in 
town including the original Methodist Episcopal 
Church at 1032 Maple Avenue, the Farmer’s and 
Merchant’s Bank at 5135 Main Street, the Oldfield 
Block at the southeast corner of Main and Curtiss 
Streets and the Central Block at 5120 Main Street.  

The ‘balloon frame’ house is built on a stone 
foundation and exhibits many of the features found 
in Queen Anne homes, including wood clapboard 
siding, wood shingles (fishtails) on the second story, 
a full front porch, a recessed balcony and a chimney.  
One unique feature is the dining room’s bay  
window on the east facade. Original stained glass 
windows and many original double-hung wood  
windows remain. 

On November 28, 1894, the Downers Grove 
Reporter newspaper reported “Mr. Herring has in 
course of construction an elegant residence of his 
own on his property on Maple Avenue, which will be 
one of the most attractive on that thoroughfare.” 
 
The house today remains a fine example of the 
Queen Anne style.

If you are interested in landmarking your home or 
have information about the history of your home, 
please contact the Community Development 
Department at 630.434.5515. 

5

Simple Lawn Care Changes can 
Help Water Quality
More than 70 million tons of fertilizers and pesticides are applied on 
residential lawns and gardens annually. This is 10 times the amount per acre  
as farmland! Chemicals not absorbed by plants wash off  into our storm  
sewer system, which drains directly into our creeks. Previously fertilized 
grass clippings that wash into the sewer system contaminate the water as well. 
Fertilizers promote algae blooms, which.in turn, remove oxygen from the 
water. This results in “dead zones” where no aquatic life or plants can live.  
Pesticides in the water are ingested by fish, which can make them sick  
or diseased. If these fish are eaten by humans or other animals, they, too, 
can be sickened. 

Simple changes to your lawn care routine such as limiting the use of 
chemicals, can help protect the quality of our water, as well as save  
you money. 

Here are some tips:

• Aerate your lawn to allow 
more efficient absorption of 
nutrients and to reduce thatch 
build-up.

• Only use mechanical methods 
to dethatch.

• Use a mulching mower and do 
not collect grass clippings.

• Use locally adapted grass seeds which are better suited to our soils.

• Consider shade plants instead of grass in shady areas.

• Use any fertilizers and pesticides sparingly, and choose natural/organic 
versions over synthetic.

• Never dump lawn chemicals directly down a storm sewer, and clean up 
any spilled material promptly.

Early Voting
The Village of Downers Grove will be an early 
voting site for the April 4, 2017, Consolidated 
General Election. Early voting begins  
Monday, March 20, 2017 through Saturday, April 1, 
2017, in the Committee Room at Village Hall, 801 
Burlington Avenue.  
 
The hours for early voting will be Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   

Early voting provides citizens the opportunity to vote before Election Day, 
at their convenience. Unlike absentee voting, one does not need a reason to 
vote early. 

If you are a registered voter in DuPage County, we invite you to participate 
in early voting!
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PUBLIC SAFETY
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Overnight Parking Requests Now Accepted Online

Did you know that parking on Village streets between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. is 
prohibited? If you need to park your vehicle overnight, you may contact the Police Department at 
630.434.5600 OR use the new online Overnight Parking Request form. 

• All requests must be received prior to 2:00 a.m.

• Overnight parking is limited to seven (7) requests per household within a  
    six (6) month period. 

• Overnight parking will not be granted during periods of snowfall of three (3) or more inches. 

• Parking Deck: Overnight parking is allowed on Level 5 of the Parking Deck on Friday and 
   Saturday evenings only, with police notification. When using the online request form, type 
   Parking Deck in the address box. 

• Commuter Parking Lots: Commuters with valid quarterly parking permits, only, who wish  
to leave their cars overnight should also use the online request form. 

Safety Tips for Outdoor 
Grilling and Open Burning 
When mild weather strikes, it awakens us from hibernation and 
beckons us outdoors to grill meals or sit around a fire.  
The Downers Grove Fire Department offers the following tips 
to keep in mind when enjoying these recreational activities. 

Chew on this: *

• On average, 8,900 home fires each year are  
started by grills.

• Gas grills contribute to a higher number of fires than  
charcoal grills.

• 27% of home structure fires involving grills started on  
or in a courtyard, terrace, patio, exterior balcony or  
open porch.

• The three leading causes of grill fires are failure to keep  
the grill clean, positioning the grill too close to something 
that could catch fire, and leaving the grill unattended.

• A fire that occurs on a deck adjacent to your home can 
quickly spread, causing serious damage.

• In 2014, 16,600 patients went to emergency rooms due  
to injuries involving grills. 

* Source: NFPA, Fire Analysis & Research Division

Grilling Safety Tips

• Place grills well away from the home, deck railing, and out 
from under eaves and overhanging branches!

• Remove any grease or fat buildup on the grill and be  
sure to keep the trays below clean as well.

• Never leave the grill unattended.

• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be  
used outdoors.

• Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before lighting it. 
Next, turn on the tank, then turn the knobs, and finally push 
the ignition.

• If the grill does not light, turn it off, and wait 5 minutes  
for the gas to dissipate before lighting it.

• Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first  
time each year.

• Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the  
grill area.

 
Open Burning Ordinance

It is unlawful, under any circumstance, to burn cardboard,  
leaves, twigs, branches, grass clippings, construction materials,  
or other types of waste or refuse. (Downers Grove Municipal 
Code, Chapter 13-35.)

• Fires must be located at least 15 
feet from any structure  
or dense brush.

• Fires must be conducted in an 
approved container, specifically 
designed for the purpose of 
recreational campfires, such as 
chimneas or outdoor fireplaces.

• Containers must be located above ground and in no event 
shall be built into the ground or located below grade.

• Fire pits should not be used directly on a deck surface.

• Keep a water source nearby when using recreational fires.

• Be sure all fires are completely extinguished before leaving  
the area.



REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue

Downers Grove, IL 60515

COUNCIL MEETINGS         1st, 2nd & 3rd Tues.-7:00 p.m.

Mayor Martin T. Tully 
Village Council Commissioners Robert T. Barnett
 Greg Hosé
 William “Bill” White
 William Waldack
                                                                Margaret “Marge” Earl 
                                                                                Nicole Walus
Village Manager David Fieldman

mayorcouncil@downers.us 

Village Hall 630.434.5500
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency 9-1-1
Community Response Center 630.434-CALL (2255)

Village Hall Hours
Monday through Friday,  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

  Published by the Village of Downers Grove

Siren Testing 
A reminder that sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00 a.m.

Yard Waste Collection
Republic Services will resume yard waste collection on April 1, 2017. Yard waste includes leaves, grass clippings, twigs, small branches, 
and other garden refuse. 

Dates to Remember
• Earth Day: April 22, 2017
• Arbor Day: April 28, 2017
• DuPage River Sweep: May 20, 2017

 
Water Conservation Begins May 15
Each year from May 15 to September 15, residents are permitted to use outdoor water based on  
an even/odd system. The last digit of an address determines the day. If an address ends in an  
even number, the resident can water on even numbered calendar days; if the address ends in an  
odd number, the resident can water on odd numbered days. Outdoor water usage is permitted between 4 a.m. and 
11 a.m. and 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. on your watering day. 

Book Your Block Party
What better way to celebrate with your friends and neighbors than with a block party? Block Party permits are issued for events between 
the first weekend of April and the third weekend of October each year. The approval process begins when all forms have been completed 
(resident signature form, agreement form, and block party request form). Please allow a minimum of three (3) weeks for your request to  
be processed.

A deposit of $30.00 is required for barricades and must be received on the day of pickup in the form of a check.

For more information, contact Public Works at 630.434.5460 or visit www.downers.us and use the search term block party. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 2017

Uncle Sam wants you to be part of this 
year’s Independence Day Parade, which 
promises to be BIGGER and BETTER!

More bands! More entertainment! 

Join in the parade with your friends  
and get your neighbors involved! 

• Enter a float.

• March to your own drummer.

• Dress up as your favorite celebrity or character.

• Be creative as you celebrate the Red, White and Blue!

Applications are now being accepted for parade entries at  
www.downers.us 


