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Historic Preservation Easier Than Ever
On December 15, 2015, the Village 
Council adopted a new Historic 
Preservation Ordinance. The new 
ordinance was the result of extensive 
community participation at both the 
Architectural Design Review Board 
(ADRB) / Ad Hoc Subcommittee on 
Historic Preservation meetings and 
Village Council meetings. 

The following changes were 
implemented to make the preservation 
of historic structures easier than ever: 

• Simplified nomination standards

• Allows for contiguous and thematic historic districts

• Simplified application process

• Elimination of application fees

• Updated information on the Historic Preservation page at www.downers.us

The ordinance maintains provisions to protect property owners from allowing others, 
including the Village, to enact preservation regulations without the owner’s consent  
and maintains the Architectural Design Review Board as the Village’s Historic  
Preservation Commission.

Additional public education, awareness, and financial strategies to promote historic 
preservation are also being considered, including partnering with community groups 
to promote historic landmarks and districts.

Preserving your property as a historic landmark is easier than ever and there’s no cost.  
For more information, call the Village at 630.434.5515 or visit the Historic Preservation 
page on our website at www.downers.us and let us help landmark your historic home today.

(See related story on page 5.)
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Hello, Downers Grove! 
2016 is shaping up to be an exciting and busy year for the Village as we undertake and 
discuss key issues relating to the Priority Action Items prescribed in the 2015-2017  
Long-Range Plan (LRP) adopted by the Village Council.

The Long-Range Plan consists of the Strategic Goals, with solutions and strategies to  
address important issues affecting the future of the Village, along with a list of Priority 
Action Items that will serve as the work plan from September 2015 to April 2017.  
The complete LRP document is available on the Village website at www.downers.us.

There are a total of 14 Priority Action Items prescribed in the LRP and I’m pleased to 
report that the implementation and/or discussion of the following items is underway:

• AMENDMENTS TO THE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION ORDINANCE
As you’ve seen by our cover story, preserving your property
as a historic landmark is easier than ever. Implementation of
Council-approved modifications to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance and program have begun. The ordinance
and strategies were the result of extensive community
participation at joint meetings of the Architectural
Design Review Board (ADRB) and the ADRB Ad Hoc
Subcommittee on Historic Preservation, as well as Village
Council meetings. If you’re interested in landmarking your
home and helping to preserve the balance between tradition
and progress, please call the Village at 630.434.5515 or visit
the Historic Preservation page at www.downers.us

• CREATE A FACILITIES SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
The Village is undertaking a thorough public process to
develop a facilities sustainability plan focusing on the
Police Station and Village Hall. The plan will identify
improvements that should be made to these buildings and
how to pay for them. Opportunities for you to join this
important discussion include:

a. Attend Public Meetings  Meeting dates, times
and locations will be publicized on the Facilities
Sustainability Plan page of the website and through the
Village’s Facebook page and Twitter feed.

b. Email the Village at dgfacilities@downers.us.Watch
meetings live on YouTube and DGTV Ch 6.

c. Look for other opportunities to participate, such as
Town Hall Meetings, Coffee with the Council events, etc.
all of which will be publicized in advance.

• CONSIDER CHANGES TO THE
STORMWATER UTILITY
There are many issues which could be addressed as part of
this project such as:

a. What level of stormwater management service should
the Village provide?

b. What is the plan to move from the current level of service
to this recommended level of service?

c. How should revenue be generated? Who should pay
and how much?

You can read the Stormwater Utility Report at www.downers.us 
and come to the meeting or email your comments  
to swutility@downers.us.

Finally, on March 1, 2016, I had the privilege to present the  
“State of the Village Address” for the fifth time as mayor of the  
Village of Downers Grove. This annual report provides 
the opportunity to recap the past year, take measure of our 
accomplishments and look forward to the challenges and 
opportunities that the future presents. The complete presentation 
is available on YouTube at www.downers.us where you’ll also  
find the text version of the 2015 Annual Report which includes  
all the successes of the prior year. 

As always, thank you for following with interest the activities 
of your Village. Please enjoy this edition of the Hometown 
Times and consider participating in one of the many important 
community discussions ahead. There is much more to come!

Best Regards,

Mayor
Martin T. Tully
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS

Join the Stormwater Utility 
Discussion
When it rains or when snow and ice melts, the water has to 
go somewhere. Some of it soaks into the ground and becomes 
groundwater. Water that doesn’t soak in becomes runoff.

You may not realize that some of the things you see everyday 
are part of a complex system designed to safely carry stormwater 
downstream and reduce the likelihood of stormwater runoff 
entering homes and buildings.  

Since 2008, more than $30 million dollars has been spent to build 
or improve things like storm sewers, ditches, detention basins  
and creeks. The Village has identified and prioritized 22 more 
capital projects to be constructed with an estimated cost of 
more than $40 million dollars. The estimated annual costs for 
maintenance activities that should be performed is $4 million 
dollars. 

In 2013, the stormwater utility was created to pay for all 
stormwater management related expenses. Revenues are  
generated by fees paid by property owners that are based on the 
amount of impervious area located on each property. The typical 
house pays $9.72 per month. The Village has a plan that calls for 
fee increases of about 8.5% per year for the next 15 years to pay 
for the recommended level of maintenance and identified capital 
projects.

The Village Council identified Consider Changes to the Stormwater 
Utility as a Top Priority Action Item for FY2016. Questions to be 
reviewed as part of the Council discussion include:

• What level of stormwater management service should the
Village provide?

• What is the plan to move from the current level of service to
the recommended level of service?

• How should revenue be generated?

• Who should pay and how much?

The Village Council will discuss and consider changes to the 
Stormwater Utility at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 5, 2016 at  
Village Hall.

You can read the Stormwater Utility Report at www.downers.us 
and come to the meeting or email your comments to  
swutility@downers.us.

Coffee with the Council
A great way for residents to share comments and concerns  
with members of the Village Council is the monthly Coffee 
with the Council, which offers informal conversation, and  
of course, a fresh cup of coffee.

This event occurs on the 3rd Saturday of the month from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and you can stop by at any time. 

On April 16, 2016, the Downers Grove Public Library will  
host this event. Beginning in May and running through  
October, it will move to the Main Street station, held in 
conjunction with the Downtown Market. All you have to do 
is simply show up and speak to any Village staff or  
Council member. 

We are always happy to assist you and look forward to seeing 
you at the next Coffee with the Council. 

Washington Park before and after 
major rain
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS

Update on Preliminary 
Floodplain Maps     
Last summer the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued updated 
preliminary floodplain maps to all communities in DuPage County. As part of that 
process, residents and communities were invited to submit their comments.

FEMA, DuPage County Stormwater Management and other partners are working 
toward resolving these comments.  Due to the scope and depth of the comments 
received, the Village has been notified that revised preliminary maps will be  
released for review and comment sometime in the future, though a timeline has  
not been determined.  The preliminary maps are still considered  
Best Available Information and will be used for new construction as applicable.

The 90-day appeal period discussed at the County’s open house on July 29, 2015, has been postponed. It will be initiated after 
a revised preliminary comment period has been completed. Sign up for the Village’s E-News at www.downers.us to stay informed.

Cost of Flooding

How much could a flood cost you as a property owner? Visit the Village’s Flood Plain & LPDA Information page on our website and 
use the interactive video near the bottom of the page. The video will also provide a list of insurance agents who sell flood insurance.  
The federal National Flood Insurance Program offers flood insurance, which can be purchased through these private property and  
casualty insurance agents. Rates are set nationally and do not differ from company to company or agent to agent. These rates depend  
on many factors, which include the date and type of construction of your home, along with your building’s level of risk.

Learn Your Property’s Flood Risk

If you haven’t already done so, please visit http://vdg.maps.arcgis.com/home/ to check if your property has been affected. Click on  
the map Preliminary FEMA Changes June 3, 2015.  Enter your complete address to find your property or click and hold the mouse to 
move the map to your neighborhood. This map will be updated when the revised preliminary maps are available. 

Free Paper 
Shredding Event
The Downers Grove Police Department 
Auxiliary Unit and Accurate Document 
Destruction will be hosting a free  
Paper-Shredding Event on Saturday, 
April 16, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. until Noon 
at Village Hall, 801 Burlington Avenue, in 
the lower level east employee parking area 
(fenced-in lot off of Curtiss Street. – follow 
the signs.)  Auxiliary officers will be on 
hand to assist residents lifting boxes out of 
their cars. 

This free service is made available to 
residents of Downers Grove in an effort to 
help guard against identity theft and fraud. 

Each vehicle will be allowed one brown 
paper bag or box (banker’s box size) 
filled with personal paperwork that will 
be shredded by a bonded and insured 
customer service representative of Accurate 
Document Destruction. A crosscut shredder 
will be utilized to render documents 
unidentifiable. Materials will then be taken 
to a recycling facility where it will be 
turned into tomorrow’s paper products.

Identity theft is a serious crime. People 
whose identities have been stolen can  
spend months or years and their  
hard-earned money cleaning up the mess 
the thieves have made and attempting to 
restore their credit record. One source the 
offenders use to get personal information 
from victims is garbage left at the curb. 

Discarded documents can reveal bits of 
your personal information: bank and  
credit card account numbers; Social  
Security numbers; or your name, address, 
and phone numbers. 

Please mark your calendar to take 
advantage of this free service and meet 
members of the newly formed Downers 
Grove Police Auxiliary Unit. 



Preserving Downers 
Grove History
The Donald Drew House at 5256 Carpenter Street is 
the Village’s first historic landmark.  

Landmarked in 2008, the property was home to 
Donald Drew, who was a founding father of the 
Downers Grove Oratorio Society, now known as 
the Downers Grove Choral Society. 

Mr. Drew was born in Downers Grove on August 
2, 1904, and studied piano as a child. He earned a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in music from the 
Chicago Piano College where he continued to teach 
piano and music theory. In 1932, Mr. Drew played 
his Three Nature Pieces for piano at the Century of 
Progress Exhibition in Chicago. 

Mr. Drew’s compositions over the years included 
The Coming of Arthur; Heroic Elegy for piano and 
orchestra; Four Bliss Carman Songs for soprano, 
and A Love Song for violin, cello and piano.  
In addition to these works, Mr. Drew composed 
numerous anthems and other sacred and secular 
songs. His compositions included solos for a  
variety of instruments including piano, organ,  
viola, cello, flute, oboe, clarinet and trumpet.

Mr. Drew received many accolades throughout the 
years. In 1993, the Downers Grove Choral Society 
honored Mr. Drew with performances of his Four 
Dances in Ancient Style for flute, strings, and 
harpsichord and White Clouds A-Floating for alto 
flute and piano. 

In celebration of Mr. Drew’s 100th birthday,  
the Village proclaimed September 26, 2004, as  
Donald J. Drew Day and the Downers Grove Choral 
Society and Downers Grove Music Club presented a 
special concert of Mr. Drew’s work on that day. Mr. 
Drew passed away in August 2006.  

If you are interested in landmarking your home or 
have information about the history of your home, 
please contact the Community Development 
Department at 630.434.5515. 
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Spring storms are just around the corner and 
with that comes the occasional power outage.

Are you considering a permanent automatic 
backup generator for your home?

Residential sized units have gained popularity 
in recent years for their ability to restore critical 
power during outages. When sized and installed 

properly, these units provide the power needed so the lights stay on, food in 
the refrigerator doesn’t spoil, and the sump pump keeps running. However, 
there are important considerations to take into account when planning the 
purchase and installation of a generator.

Keep in mind that generator 
exhaust is toxic. Always put 
generators outside, well away from 
doors, windows, and vents. Never  
use a generator inside homes,  
garages, crawlspaces, sheds, or  
similar areas. Carbon monoxide 
(CO) is deadly, can build up  
quickly, and linger for hours.

With these types of safety issues to consider, the Village requires a permit to 
install a generator. The permit process includes plan reviews and an inspection 
of the generator after installation. This process ensures that the unit has 
sufficient gas supply and is located the correct distance from the property line, 
as well as a safe distance from the home or other structures.

The Community Development Department can help make this substantial 
investment a valuable and safe one for your family and your neighbors.

Call 630.434.5515 or stop by Village Hall and see us in person.

Spring’s arrival marks a welcome change of seasons, but also rapidly 
changing meteorological conditions ideal for the threat of severe weather. 
Residents must prepare for and be alert to these conditions and know what 
to do when they occur.

OUTDOOR EMERGENCY SIRENS 
The purpose of the sirens is to alert those who are outdoors of the threat of 
danger, either due to weather conditions or a national emergency. If you 
are indoors, you may not hear the siren.

SIRENS ARE JUST ONE TOOL TO WARN THE PUBLIC.
• Be alert to changing conditions when severe weather threatens.

• Monitor weather reports via NOAA weather radio, broadcast radio or
television stations. (NOAA radios can be purchased at retail stores
or online.)   (Continued on page 7.)

Generators  
Keep the  
Lights on  
for You

What’s YOUR Plan for 
Severe Weather?
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Introducing the Auxiliary Police Unit
The Downers Grove Police Department recently re-activated the voluntary Auxiliary Police Unit. 
Under the command of Sergeant Jason Glaser, assisted by Community Service Officer Tony Lilly, 
the unit consists of twelve Downers Grove residents who are trained in their specific duties.

The uniform of an auxiliary officer is distinctly different than that worn by sworn police officers, 
yet identifies them as members of the police department. Auxiliary officers do not have arrest  
powers and are not permitted to carry firearms while on duty. 

The Auxiliary Unit duties and responsibilities include providing support for large scale community  
events and assisting with emergency operations during severe weather or disaster relief efforts. 
Some of the community events that the Auxiliary Unit has assisted with include the Recycling 

Extravaganza, Downers Grove High School parades and the Bonfield Express 5k on Thanksgiving Day. Currently, the unit is coordinating 
plans for the 2016 Paper Shredding Event to be held on April 16. (See related story on page 4.) The officers are excited to provide this 
important service to our residents.  

Police Chief Bluder is very appreciative of the dedication and hard work of the Auxiliary Unit and looks forward to their ongoing support  
and assistance to our residents and the police department. Anyone interested in getting additional information about the Auxiliary Unit may 
contact Sergeant Glaser at jglaser@downers.us.  

(SEVERE WEATHER continued from page 5.)

• Keep an eye on the sky.

• Know when and where to seek shelter.

• Keep an emergency kit in your shelter area.

 WHEN WILL THE SIRENS SOUND?

• Sirens are TESTED year-round on the first Tuesday of the
month at 10:00 a.m.

• The Village uses County-wide guidelines for the activation of
outdoor sirens that have been developed to achieve consistency
in the event that multiple jurisdictions activate warning sirens.

Sirens will be ACTIVATED under one or more of the following 
conditions:

• There is a confirmed sighting of a tornado headed for
Downers Grove.

• The National Weather Service has issued a tornado warning for
Downers Grove.

• There are confirmed reports in the community of significant
storm damage.

DO NOT call 9-1-1 when you hear a siren 
to get information.

Communication lines must remain free to respond to emergency 
reports and dispatch police, fire and emergency services 
where needed.

WHERE TO FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

• DuPage County Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management www.protectdupage.com

• Federal Emergency Management Agency  (FEMA) 
www.ready.gov

• American Red Cross www.redcross.org



REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue

Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Greg Hosé, Gina Vattimo, 

William“Bill”White,  William Waldack 
Village Manager David Fieldman

(630) 434-5500 or mayorcouncil@downers.us 

Contact Information 
COUNCIL MEETINGS         1st, 2nd & 3rd Tues.-7:00 p.m.
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency                      9-1-1
Village Hall                    (630) 434-5500
Community Response Center      (630) 434-CALL(2255)

Village Hall Hours
Tues. 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Mon. and Wed. through Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

  Published by the Village of Downers Grove

Siren Testing 
A reminder that sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00 a.m.

Yard Waste Collection
Republic Services will resume yard waste collection on April 1, 2016. Yard waste includes leaves, grass clippings, twigs, small 
branches, and other garden refuse. 

Dates to Remember
• Earth Day: April 22, 2016
• Arbor Day: April 29, 2016
• Public Works Open House: May 20, 2016
• DuPage River Sweep: May 21, 2016

Flood Plain & LPDA Information
Did you know the Village has staff available to answer any questions concerning flood plain and LPDA (Localized Poor Drainage 
Area) regulations and flood protection measures? Staff can even do a site visit and assist with questions specific to your property. 
Contact Karen Daulton Lange at 630.434.5489 to make an appointment or email kdlange@downers.us. 

Water Conservation Begins May 15
Each year from May 15 to September 15, residents are permitted to use outdoor water based on  
an even/odd system. The last digit of an address determines the day. If an address ends in an  
even number, the resident can water on even numbered calendar days; if the address ends in an  
odd number, the resident can water on odd numbered days. Outdoor water usage is permitted 
between 4 a.m. and 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. on your watering day. 

Facilities Sustainability Plan 
During the coming months, the Village Council will be creating a facility sustainability plan focusing on the Police Station and 
Village Hall. The plan will identify improvements that should be made and how to pay for them. The Council invites you to 
participate in this process. Stay updated by visiting the Facilities Sustainability Plan page at www.downers.us. 

 
Is Your Home a Historic Landmark?
A new interactive map has been added to the Village’s interactive 
maps library.

Residents using the Village’s new Historic Resource Application 
need only to enter an address to find out if their property is a 
potential Historic Landmark in Downers Grove. The application 
provides historic information identified in three previous surveys:

• The early 1970s State of Illinois Historic Architectural and 
Archaeology Resources Geographic Information System 
(HAARGIS) survey.

• The 2009 Village Historic Preservation Plan identifies 
HAARGIS buildings, designated Downers Grove Historical 
Society properties, and Sears Homes.

• The 2013 Village Historic Building Survey surveyed 865 
properties in Denburn Woods, Shady Lane Estates, E.H. Prince 
Subdivision, and Maple Avenue/Main Street corridor.

The Village has identified the properties included in these documents 
on this map to help property owners determine if their home is a 
potential historic landmark.

For more information, contact the Community Development 
Department at 630.434.5515 or visit the Historic Preservation 
webpage at www.downers.us. 


