Celebrate Independence Day
Give three cheers for the red, white and blue atthe bigger and better
2017 Independence Day Parade. More Bands! More Entertainment!
More Fun!
The parade begins at 12:45 p.m. at Main and Grant Streets and heads south to
Warren Avenue.

Issue II
2017
Mayor’s
Message
page 2
Water Quality
Report
page 3

Uncle Sam wants you to keep it safe, so please keep children out of the street at all time.
Candy will only be passed out curbside to help keep the sidelines clear for parade participants
and first responders.

Keep the street clear!
Fireworks
Join your friends at the fireworks display, brought to you by the Village of Downers Grove,
Village of Woodridge and City of Darien. The show starts at approximately 9:30 p.m.
There are several parking lots in the area of 75th Street and Lemont Road to park and
enjoy the show.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Hello, Downers Grove!
On June 1, I was very proud to present the winners of the Downers Grove Economic Development
Corporation’s (DGEDC) 2017 Cornerstone Award: Ensono, Duluth Trading Company, and
Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital. The awards were given at the DGEDC Annual Luncheon,
which was held at the DoubleTree Suites hotel. This year over 200 public and private sector
leaders were on hand to witness the presentation of awards for projects that are both well-designed
and make a significant impact on our local economy.

Mayor
Martin T. Tully

Ensono is a leading provider of hybrid information technology services and governance, or as
they like to say, “from cloud to mainframe.” The company is located at Finley Point in Downers
Grove and has a large footprint in our community, including their
state-of-the-art headquarters, as well as a data center on Opus Place.
Following a branding transition in early 2016, Ensono chose to
locate their headquarters here. We know they had many location
choices and are very pleased they selected Downers Grove.

Last year, Duluth Trading Company opened their first two stores in Illinois and one of them was in Downers
Grove. The store is located at Main Street Square, at the northwest corner of Butterfield and Finley Roads.
They are a national retailer that features workwear and other specialty items for
men and women. The company was founded in 1989 and is now expanding from
the Midwest to all parts of the United States. The new store is beautiful and if you
haven’t been there, I urge you to stop by.

Area Manager Marina Rodriguez
accepts on behalf of
Duluth Trading Company.

Ensono Chief Executive Officer
Jeff Von Daylen

In April of this year, I had the pleasure of attending the ribbon cutting ceremony for Good Samaritan Hospital’s
new three-story bed tower. This expansion has created 96 private patient rooms and two progressive care units.
Existing semi-private rooms are being converted to private rooms as well. They also recently completed the
expansion of the Bhorade Cancer Center, which provides comprehensive
cancer care services. The total investment in these two projects alone
is $92 million, enabling Good Samaritan Hospital to further enhance
the world-class standard of facilities and care they provide to clinicians,
patients and family members.

A hearty congratulations to each 2017 Cornerstone Award Winner. Thank you for choosing to make
your home here and investing in our community. The Downers Grove Economic Development
Corporation has strong support from the Village, as well as from other local governments and members
of the business community. I also would like to thank those companies that are DGEDC Investors for
their support of visionary strategic economic development planning. This is crucial to the continued
Advocate Good Samaritan President Dave Fox and
vitality of our commercial corridors in the face of an increasingly competitive environment and
Vice
President for Support Operations, Laura Neiberg.
challenging political landscape.
I look forward to seeing everyone out and about now that summer is here - especially at the Independence Day Parade. We’ve added more
bands and entertainment this year so be sure to join the celebration on the fourth of July.
Best Regards.

Mayor Martin T. Tully
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
Water Quality Report
The annual Water Quality Report (WQR) contains important information about the
source and quality of your drinking water during 2016. The WQR is required by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in accordance with the 1996 amendments to
the Safe Drinking Water Act. High quality, safe drinking water is an essential resource
and, as indicated in the WQR, the quality of the water provided by the Village meets or
exceeds all state and federal standards.
Visit http://www.downers.us/public/docs/Forms_Publications/WQR_2017.pdf
to view the annual Water Quality Report.
If you would like a paper copy mailed to your home, please call 630.434.5500. Copies
are also available at Village Hall and the Public Works Facility by request.

Check Out Our New
Mobile App!
Communicate directly with the Village and report
issues quickly with the new Downers Grove
Community Response Center (DG CRC) App.
Submit requests for service, receive automatic updates,
make online payments, and more with
your iPhone or Android device.

The app is available now in the
App Store for iPhone or Google Play.
(search Downers Grove CRC).

DG CRC

With DG CRC it’s easy to submit a request using
text or photos, and the mapping tool helps pinpoint
the exact location. The app also links to the Village
website, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube pages.
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
Water Rates to Increase 1.1%
In order to pass along the increased cost of water from the DuPage Water Commission (DWC), water rates to Village customers will
increase by 1.1%. The new rates will be reflected on water bills received AFTER July 1, 2017. The DWC purchases Lake Michigan
Water from the City of Chicago and in turn, distributes and sells it to member communities, including Downers Grove.
These new rates, which do not affect the fixed fee portion of Village rates, are as follows:
Customer

Current Rate

Within Village Limits

$ 5.96/unit

Rate Reflected on bills
received AFTER July 1, 2017
$6.03/unit

Outside Village Limits
(Unincorporated)

$6.84/unit

$6.92/unit

Actual consumption is metered in cubic feet and reflected in units on the water bill. One unit is equal to 100 cubic feet or
approximately 750 gallons of water.
Providing clean, safe and reliable drinking water is a fundamental Village service. Despite the unforeseen and substantial increases
in water rates by the City of Chicago, it is important to continue implementation of the 2010 Water Rate Study recommendations to
ensure the ongoing viability of Downers Grove's water system.

Free Wood Chips for Mulch
Every day of the year, the Village has free woodchips available for pickup. The
fenced site is located on the north side of Curtiss St. at the intersection of Katrine
St. and is open 7 days a week from 7:30 a.m.to 3:00 p.m.
Residents are welcome to take the amounts they need using their own transport.
Mulch provides many benefits for trees and shrubs. These benefits result
in more root growth and healthier plants.
Mulch can be applied any time of year. When adding new mulch to an area where
mulch is already present, check the depth first. Do not add more mulch if it is
already 4 inches deep. Instead, rake the existing mulch to refresh the appearance.
Avoid placing mulch against the tree trunk for this can lead to disease and
decayproblems. If mulch is already piled against the trunk, pull it back several
inches so that the base of the trunk is exposed. The size of the
area being mulched should extend out to a tree’s drip line when possible.

Avoid placing mulch against the tree trunk
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Summer Safety Tips
• Always wear a helmet when riding a bike.
This includes Mom and Dad!
• Closely supervise children around all bodies of water,
no matter how small the pool or container.
• Keep a watchful eye on children around fire pits.
It only takes a second for them to get a serious burn by
standing too close or tripping near the pit.

Hot Weather Tips
• Stay in an air-conditioned space at home, the library, the mall, movie
theater or at a cooling center.
• Drink lots of water and natural juices. Avoid alcoholic beverages, coffee
and soft drinks.
• Keep shades drawn and blinds closed, but keep windows slightly open.

Preserving Downers
Grove History
The Alexander and Nancy Foster home at 5226
Carpenter Street is a two-story Victorian house, likely
constructed in 1868, with a major addition in 1883.
The home was designated a local landmark due to its
distinguishing architectural characteristics, specifically
the Tri-Gable Ell vernacular form.
The Gabled-Ell is best described by its basic form and
a distinctive “L” shape with a front gable and side gable.
A Tri-Gable Ell is when two side wings intersect the
main gabled front. The house style was most common
in the latter half of the 19th century (from about 18601910). They are typically of frame construction and can
have details from any style. They could be quite simple

• Stay out of the sun and avoid going out in the heat.
• Keep electric lights off or turned down.
• Take cool baths or showers.
• Wear loose, light cotton clothing.
• Do not eat heavy meals. Avoid cooking with your oven.
• Avoid or minimize physical exertion.
• Do not sit in a hot car, even for a short time. Never leave a child or pet
in a hot car.
• Check on family members, friends and neighbors to make sure they stay
cool and safe, especially the very young and the elderly.

Keeping Cool Tips for Your Pets
• Provide water and shelter from the sun at all times.
• Restrict activity during extreme heat.
• Never leave pets in parked vehicles. Even moderate heat rapidly increases
and can kill the pet quickly.

Be Aware of the Signs of Heat Illness
Symptoms of heat exhaustion include dizziness, nausea, light-headedness,
headache, cool and clammy skin, heavy perspiration, shallow breathing, muscle
tremors and cramping.
Additional symptoms for heat stroke, which can be fatal, include severe
headache, a red and dry face, skin that is hot to the touch, rapid and shallow
breathing, significantly elevated body temperature, weak pulse, changes in
consciousness and seizures or cardiac arrhythmias.
Any person suffering from these symptoms may be in a life-threatening
situation and should call 9-1-1 immediately.

or very decorative. The large and imposing nature
of the home, and steep roof can be noted as Victorian
influences.
The Foster home includes many of these features,
including a cross gabled roof with two distinctive “L”
shapes. Most of the original clapboard siding and stone
foundation has been retained over the years through
various renovations and restorations. The current lot
configuration is a combination of parts of the original
Lot 13 and Lot 14 from Carpenter’s Subdivision
(recorded July 7, 1866).
The Foster family purchased Lot 13, the seventh family
to purchase a lot from the subdivision, and eventually
subdivided into two more lots. Alexander and Nancy
Foster were some of the earliest settlers to this area.
Alexander had a carpentry shop on the north side of
Maple Avenue where Lane Place joins Maple.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Door-to-Door Solicitation
The Downers Grove Police Department wants our residents to know the rules for
door-to-door solicitation in our community. During summer months, the police
department receives an increase in solicitation complaints. These rules apply to
anyone that appears at your door and attempts to sell any goods or services.
This includes items such as magazine subscriptions, cleaning products, or candy.
It also includes persons seeking contributions (money, financial assistance, etc.)
that represent charitable or religious organizations, scout troops, school groups or
other nonprofit groups.
Any person who solicits in the Village must first register at the Village by
completing an application form and being issued a solicitation permit.
All Solicitors must:
• Wear their identification cards on their outer garments. The identification cards
are issued by the Village and will include the individual’s name, their business or organization, the purpose of their solicitation,
and the expiration date for the solicitation permit. NOTE: The solicitation permit does not constitute any type of endorsement of the
product or organization by the Village.
• Honor “No Soliciting” signs when prominently displayed near the main entrance to the premises.
• Leave the premises when requested to do so.
• Indicate the purpose of their visit and not misrepresent that their purpose is other than to solicit.
Commercial solicitors (selling goods or services for profit) may solicit Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Non-commercial
solicitors (selling goods or services not for profit such as scout groups or school groups) may solicit from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., including
weekends and holidays.
As with any purchase, residents should use caution. Residents should immediately contact the police department at 9-1-1 if a solicitor is
violating any of these rules.

What’s Car Hopping?
“Let’s car hop.” It sounds like a game.
But it’s actually a crime.
Car hopping is a term that means going
from car door to car door, hoping to
find one left unlocked and removing
possessions.
Car burglaries occur in residential areas and in commercial parking
lots.Unfortunately, many car hopping crimes are committed by
juveniles that are unaware of the seriousness of this offense.
Persons that access a victim’s vehicle without permission and
remove items have committed the offense of Burglary, which is a
Class 2 felony in the State of Illinois. The penalty for Burglary is
three to seven years in prison and a $25,000.00 fine.
Please make sure your children understand the seriousness of car
hopping and the legal consequences of their actions.
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Protect Property in
Your Vehicle
Remember to always lock your vehicle upon exiting it – even when
your vehicle is parked in your driveway. An unlocked vehicle is an
easy target for a burglar, especially after dark. The quick entry and
exit of a vehicle parked in the driveway with your valuables inside
can easily go unnoticed . . . even if you are home.
Don’t allow criminals to “window-shop” your car when it is parked
in your driveway or in public parking lots. Place any valuables in the
trunk or take them with you. Common items reported stolen from
vehicles include cell phones, laptops, purses, and wallets.
While burglars prefer to target unlocked vehicles, if there are
valuables visible inside, they will not hesitate to break a window.
The police department urges you to please lock your vehicle at
all times and look after your valuables.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Leave the Fireworks to the Pros
Did you know that fireworks are illegal in Downers Grove and in Illinois? The Downers
Grove Municipal Code mirrors that of the Illinois State Fireworks Code, which means
that firecrackers, bottle rockets, cherry bombs, and the like are prohibited. Though one
can easily purchase fireworks legally in adjacent states, it is illegal to bring them home
across the border.
Any person convicted of an offense shall be subject to a fine of between $75.00 and $750.00.
Legal firework novelties such as sparklers, fountains, snakes, party poppers, and ground
spinners, marketed as “safe,” still possess dangers. For the period July 2 to July 5, fireworks
injuries make up about one quarter of emergency room visits.
The risk of fireworks injury is more than twice as high for children ages 10-14 as for the
general population.
Children as young as two years old are commonly handed sparklers which reach temperatures
of 1,200 to 1,800 degrees, hot enough to cause third-degree burns, yet adults underestimate
the dangers.
For a July 4 that’s both exciting and safe, leave the fireworks to the experts and take the
family to a professional outdoor display.

Downers Grove
Firefighters Visit
all Third Graders
During the month of May, firefighters
visited each third grade Learn Not to Burn
class as a close to the year-long safety
program in the schools.
Lessons included demonstrations of
equipment used for firefighting and
emergency medical calls.
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REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS
Summer Holiday Garbage Collection
Tuesday, July 4 and Monday, September 4 are holidays for Republic Services. Please remember that collection during these weeks
will be one day later due to the holiday.
Water Conservation
Each year from May 15 to September 15, outdoor water use is permitted based on an even/odd system. The last digit of an address
determines the day. If an address ends in an even number, the resident can water on even numbered calendar days; if the address
ends in an odd number, the resident can water on odd numbered days. Outdoor water usage is permitted between 4 a.m. and 11 a.m.
and 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. on your watering day.
Pull to the Right for Sirens and Lights
When drivers hear approaching sirens, they should pull to the right side of the street and stop until the emergency vehicles pass.
Do not stop in front of an emergency vehicle. If you cannot get to the right immediately, continue moving forward until you can
pull over.
Siren Testing
A reminder that sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of every month at 10:00 a.m.
Book Your Block Party
What better way to celebrate summer with your friends and neighbors than with a Block Party? There are several websites that can
help you plan your gathering with tips such as incorporating a theme, children’s games and a potluck.
Downers Grove residents wishing to host a Block Party must fill out a permit request form at least three weeks in advance of the
party date. Contact Public Works at 630.434.5460 or visit the Village website at www.downers.us and use the search field for
“Block Party”.
Summer Staples
• Downtown Market, Saturdays through October 21, Main Street Train Station, 7:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
• Summer Nights Car Show, Fridays through August 26, Downtown Downers Grove, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
• Tuesday Night Concerts through August 29, Fishel Park at 7:00 p.m. www.dgparks.com

SAVE THESE DATES!

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

COUNCIL MEETINGS

• Night at the Firehouse
Wednesday, October 11, 2017
• 22nd Annual Silent Parade
Friday, October 13, 2017

1st, 2nd & 3rd Tues.-7:00 p.m.

Mayor
Village Council Commissioners

Village Manager

Martin T. Tully
Robert T. Barnett
Greg Hosé
William “Bill” White
William Waldack
Margaret “Marge” Earl
Nicole Walus
David Fieldman

mayorcouncil@downers.us
Village Hall
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency
Community Response Center

630.434.5500
9-1-1
630.434-CALL (2255)

Village Hall Hours
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Published by the Village of Downers Grove

Demonstration of side-by-side fires during Night at the Firehouse.

