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Washington Park: More Than Fun
Intergovernmental Partnership Lowers Cost of 
Stormwater and Park Improvements

The Village of Downers Grove, together

with the Downers Grove Park District,

proudly announces the completion of the

Washington Park Improvements. 

The park was closed in fall 2008 to begin

work on a project to reduce flooding in 

the surrounding neighborhood by creating

stormwater detention capacity within the 

confines of the park. Categorized as a high-priority in the Village’s Watershed

Infrastructure Improvement Plan (WIIP), this is the first phase of a project to reduce

flooding in the Washington Park neighborhood and surrounding areas, including Bryan

Pl. between Franklin St. and Rogers St. 

The cost of the Washington Park Improvements totaled $3 million. By partnering with

the Park District, the Village was able to save significantly on the project to create two

separate above-ground stormwater detention basins using three acres of the park.

Without the partnership, costs would have been $7.9 million, due to the fact that land

acquisition equivalent to the three acres needed to construct the detention basins would

have cost approximately $6.2 million. As a result of working together, a savings of 

$4.9 million was realized. 

“Acting on our own, the Village would have only been able to provide the stormwater

improvements needed, but working together with the Park District we’re able to provide

stormwater improvements, as well as upgraded park amenities at significant cost savings

to the community,” stated Village Manager Dave Fieldman.

(Continued on page 3)



Maintaining Village infrastructure in a fiscally responsible manner can be a somewhat daunting task
these days. The Village Council and staff work hard to ensure that ample time and opportunities for
study and public input are available for any and all matters requiring the expenditure of public funds.
Such is the case with the on-going Water Rate Study, a great example of the foresight needed to ensure
the continued financial and structural viability of Downers Grove’s water system. 

In April 2010, a contract was authorized with Municipal & Financial Services Group to conduct a Water
Rate Study (the “Study”) to review current and future water rates. The express purpose of the Study is
to ensure that adequate funding is available for the current and future operation of this valuable 
community asset.  

Like most DuPage County municipalities, the Village purchases Lake Michigan water from the DuPage
Water Commission, which is supplied, for a fee, by the City of Chicago. Downers Grove’s system is
designed to make water available to every resident and business in town. It consists of significant 
infrastructure both above and below ground, including 200 miles of pipe, 3,000 main distribution

valves, 2,600 fire hydrants, 6 pump houses, and 7 water towers with a combined storage capacity of 8,000,000 gallons. The fixed
charges associated with the operation and maintenance of this equipment represents 70 to 80% of our Village water system costs,
regardless of whether you turn the faucet on or not.  

In July, the Village Council received the first part of the Study which included a briefing strongly suggesting that changes are needed
to the rates charged for water by the Village. The Study identified the elements of the annual revenue requirements of the water 
system and compared those requirements with the annual revenues projected to be collected with current water rates. If the Village
maintains water pricing at the current level, there will be a $2.75 million deficit by 2011, which will increase to almost $5 million by
2015. In sum, the expenses to maintain our Village-wide water system exceed the water revenues received by the Village. In order to
pay for the water we get and maintain our system, we’ll need to increase our revenues by 14% in each of the next three years.  

The Study also determined that in addition to adjustments to our water rates, other factors must be taken into account to ensure 
the future financial viability of our water system. To this end, a major area concerns the replacement of aging equipment and the
associated costs which will need to be addressed in any future rate structure. Many key portions of the system including water mains,
water towers and pumping stations are exceeding their useful life. In fact, it is being recommended that $5 million be 
invested annually in capital projects relating to the system, so that we all have a reliable water system in Downers Grove.   

The second portion of the Study centered around three alternative proposed water rate structures. As these alternatives are being
considered, discussion will revolve around the true cost of delivering water to everyone. What we’ve learned so far is that the price
charged for water must cover the fixed, usage (volume) and capital costs associated with operation and maintenance of the system.
In other words, “Who pays?” “How much?” and “Why?” are questions that need to be answered. Unfortunately, we’re all going to 
pay more, but we’re going to arrive at the decision in the fairest way possible. But addressing water rates is not as easy as it may
seem, because we all want to be good environmental stewards and use less water and reward less copious users accordingly. But water 
conservation is a bit counter-intuitive when it comes to water billing because the vast majority of our municipal expense is fixed, not
variable, and goes to the infrastructure we all need for water availability, making the billing system as to usage more difficult to 
equitably attain.  

As always, the Village will post the comprehensive Water Rate Study on the Village website and the Village Council will work
towards making a good solid policy decision that is in the best interests of the community. To that end, the presentation briefs on
the Water Rate Study are available for review at www.downers.us. Questions and comments are welcome at
waterrate@downers.us or 630.434.5652.      
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Mayoral and Commissioner Candidates
Must File Nominating Petitions

Downers Grove residents wishing to run for the office of Mayor or Commissioner in the April 5, 2011 Consolidated Election must
file their Statements of Candidacy and nominating petitions between November 15 and 22, 2010, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., in the
office of the Village Clerk at Village Hall, 801 Burlington Avenue. Statements of Candidacy and nominating petitions are available
in the Village Clerk's Office. 

The Office of Mayor and three Commissioner positions on the Village Council are to be elected in the April 5, 2011 Consolidated
Election.  

If more than four persons file for the position of Mayor, and/or more than 12 persons file for the position of Commissioner, the
DuPage County Election Commission will conduct a Primary Election on February 22, 2011. 

Signature requirements for nominating petitions must be equal to at least 1% of the total vote cast for mayor at the last preceding
mayoral election, or 111 signatures.

For further information on election law, candidates should consult their own attorneys. For information on election procedures,
candidates should contact the DuPage County Election Commission at (630) 407-5600.

In exchange for use of the land, the Village allocated $1.3 million dollars for park improvements selected by the Park District 

including new playground equipment, picnic areas, athletic fields, decorative fencing, entryway signs, a fountain and plaza. 

Park District Administrator Dan Cermak commented, “We have achieved a new level of intergovernmental cooperation and 

partnership through this project, and we are very excited about the recreational benefits to the community for decades to come.” 

The table below illustrates the cost savings achieved through the partnership.

The public is invited to attend the Grand Re-Opening Ceremony on Sunday, September 19, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.   

For more information, contact Communications Director Douglas Kozlowski at (630) 434-5550. 

Washington Park : More Than Fun (Continued From Cover)

(19 homes = 3 acres)
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Voter Registration
Tuesday, October 5, 2010 is the last day to register or transfer registration for the November 2, 2010 General Election. To register,
you must be 18 years of age on or before the election, be a citizen of the United States and a legal resident of DuPage County.  
Two forms of identification with current address are needed. Applicants may register at the following locations:

• Downers Grove Public Library, 1050 Curtiss St. 
• Downers Grove Village Hall, 801 Burlington Ave. 
• Downers Grove Township offices, 4340 Prince St. 
• Lisle Township offices, 4721 Indiana Ave, Lisle 
• York Township offices, 1502 Meyers Road, Lombard 
• DuPage Election Commission, 421 County Farm Road, Wheaton

Early Voting 
The Village of Downers Grove will be an early voting site for the November 2, 2010 General Election. Early voting will take place
Monday, October 11, 2010 through Thursday, October 28, 2010 in the Committee Room at Village Hall, 801 Burlington Avenue.
The hours for early voting will be Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday from 8:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   

Early voting provides citizens the opportunity to vote before Election Day, at their convenience. Unlike absentee voting, one does not
need a reason to vote early. If you are a registered voter in DuPage County, we invite you to participate in early voting!  

Please contact the DuPage County Election Commission at (630) 407-5600 or April Holden, Village Clerk, at 434-5535 for further
information about early voting.

Amnesty Day
Amnesty Day will be during the week of September 27 – October 1, 2010 for residents of incorporated Downers Grove on your 
regularly scheduled pick up day. The program excludes multi-family buildings and commercial buildings.

The following rules apply:

• The first three (3) bags or cans must each be tagged with a refuse sticker. (If a resident rents a cart from 
Republic Services, they do not need the three stickers.) Remaining items will be removed free of charge. (See Exceptions)

• Bulk items such as couches, chairs, lamps, bicycles, etc. are acceptable.
• With the exception of bulk items, all materials must be in a container and adhere to size/weight restrictions 

currently in place i.e. 33 gallon containers not exceeding 50 pounds in weight. 
• Construction material is limited to two cubic yards (equivalent to about eight, 33 gallon sized cans).

EXCEPTIONS
• Items that will not be accepted are tires, used motor oil, white goods (appliances), any liquids, paints or household 

hazardous waste.
• Yard waste is not included in Amnesty Day and must be stickered.  

If you have any questions about Amnesty Day, call the Village at (630) 434-5500 or Republic Services at (630) 964-3232. 
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The Buses
are Back!  

School Zone 

Safety Reminders

The Downers Grove Police Department and the First Student Bus Company will
be working this school year to ensure that motorists in our community know the
laws pertaining to school bus safety. Bus drivers will report stop-arm violations
to the police department for appropriate enforcement. Police officers will
aggressively enforce all traffic offenses including failing to stop for school buses
and speeding. Motorists should be aware of the following laws that are in place
for the safety of the children walking to and from school each day.

• Motorists may not use a cell phone when driving in a posted school zone. 

• On any two-lane roadway and within school parking lots, all traffic must 
stop when the school bus has its “STOP” arm extended. On a four-lane 
roadway, only vehicles traveling the same direction as the bus are required 
to stop. The penalty for the first offense of passing a stopped school bus is 
a $150.00 fine and a 90-day suspension of driving privileges.

• The speed limit in areas posted as “School Zones” is 20 mph on school days
from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., when children are present in the area. The 
minimum fine for this traffic offense is $150.00.

• When driving near schools, be alert for school adult crossing guards and 
student patrols that may be assisting children crossing the street. Motorists 
are required to obey the instructions of adult school crossing guards, so use 
caution and be prepared to stop.

• Always BUCKLE-UP everyone on every trip, every time.

16th Annual Silent Parade
The Downers Grove Fire Department will 
conclude Fire Prevention Week by hosting the
Silent Parade on Friday, October 8, 2010. The
parade pays tribute to all those who have lost
their lives to fire and features fire department
vehicles from many surrounding villages. 
All vehicles will display lights only; no sirens will
be sounded. 

The parade will begin in Hinsdale at 7:00 p.m. and pass through Downers
Grove at Main and Maple at approximately 7:15 p.m. People may assemble
along Maple Avenue to view the parade and pay tribute by holding a 
flashlight as the cortege passes. 

The night will conclude with a memorial service and tribute to firefighters 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, just south of Route 53 and Maple Avenue.  

For further information about the parade contact Fire Department Public
Education Officer Marsha Giesler at (630) 434-5986.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Happy
Halloween
Beware of little ghosts and goblins 
knocking at your door. The Downers
Grove Police Department offers the 
following tips for a happy, not haunted,
holiday. 

Trick or-Treating Hours
Trick-or-Treating in the Village will be 
on Sunday, October 31, 2010. While
there are no mandated hours, the Police
Department recommends activity begin
no earlier than Noon and cease when 
daylight hours end. 

Safety 

• Kids should trick-or-treat with 
parents or in groups—never alone.

• Wear light colored or reflective 
clothing. Masks should not 
obstruct vision.

• Carry a flashlight after dark. 
• Stay on sidewalks and never walk in 

the street. 
• Cross streets carefully and always at 

corners—no jaywalking. 
• Limit trick-or-treating to your 

immediate neighborhood.
• Trick-or-treat only at homes where 

outside lights are on.
• Only accept treats that are wrapped 

and securely sealed.
• Parents, check your child’s treats 

before eating.  
• Vandalism is a crime. Halloween is 

not an excuse to damage or destroy 
someone else’s property.  

Curfew 

Curfew prohibits anyone under 17 years
of age to be on the street after 11:00 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday, and midnight
on Friday and Saturday.

First Student bus driver and Officer Mike Eddy.



PUBLIC SAFETY
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Crime Awareness and Prevention
The Downers Grove Police Department asks residents to be aware of the 
following types of crime that have been reported in recent months. 

Thefts from Vehicles

Theft of items from vehicles continues to be a frequent occurrence, especially in
private driveways.

• Always lock your car anytime you leave it unattended, even if it is 
parked at home in the driveway.  

• Always remove valuables or conceal them in the trunk or glove box.
• Always remove GPS systems when leaving your car parked. These 

systems are very easy to see, and burglars will break a window in order 
to steal them.  

Damage to Portable Toilets

Several complaints have been received about portable toilets located in parks
being set on fire. These arsons are causing significant property damage and have
the potential to be very dangerous. 

BB Guns

Reports have been received regarding car windows being shot out with BB gun
pellets. These crimes are occurring on the south side of town, south of 63rd
Street. 

Call 9-1-1 to report all suspicious persons or vehicles.

Your identity will be kept confidential to anyone while investigating your 
complaint. Keeping a watchful eye on your neighborhood is the best way to
deter crime and help the police department to keep our community safe and
secure. 

Crosswalk Law
Requires Drivers
to STOP!
There has been a recent revision to the
Illinois Vehicle Code pertaining to a 
pedestrian’s right-of-way at crosswalks when
there are no traffic control signals in place. 

Specifically the new law states:

“When traffic control devices are not in place or not
in operation,  the driver of a vehicle shall STOP and
yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the
roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is
upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle
is traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching so
closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be
in danger.”

The new language in the crosswalk law is
repeated in the pedestrian crosswalks in
school zones law as follows:

“On a school day when school children are present
and so close thereto that a potential hazard exists
because of the close proximity of the motorized traffic
and when signals are not in place or not in operation,
the driver of a vehicle shall STOP and yield the
right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the
half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is 
traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching so
closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to 
be in danger.”

The language in the law previously gave
drivers the option of just“…slowing down or
stopping if need be to yield to a 
pedestrian…” It did not require that drivers
come to a complete stop. 

This revision of the crosswalk law is
designed to make crossing the street safer in
cases where there is no traffic control device
in place. Please always use caution when
approaching any crosswalk, especially when
driving near schools, parks, or playgrounds
where children might be attempting to cross
the street. 

Who’s the Boss?
On September 21, 2010, the Downers Grove Police and Fire Departments will
present Home Alone – Kids in Charge from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the
Lincoln Center, 935 Maple Ave.  

This program is for 4th and 5th graders and their parents and focuses on 
developing the fundamentals of staying home alone, including home security, 
fire safety, basic first aid, and severe weather. At the same time, parents meet 
separately to cover the same information and will learn how to determine if their
child is ready to stay home alone.

Because there is no Illinois law specifying an exact age that children can be left at
home alone, it is up to parents to decide if their child is mature enough to handle
the responsibility of being home unsupervised. 

The program is free, however, registration is required. Contact the Downers
Grove Park District at (630) 963-1300 or visit www.dgparks.org.
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Night at the Firehouse
Wednesday, October 6, 2010
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Station 5, 6701 Main St. 

Join us for an exciting, fun, and educational evening with the firefighters. 
The national theme of Fire Prevention Week this year is Smoke Alarms: A Sound 
You Can Live With! Plenty of firefighters will be on hand as visitors get a glimpse
of life behind the scenes of Station 5.  

Firefighters will demonstrate automobile extrication, rappelling, and the thermal
imaging cameras used to locate people in a fire, as well as detect fire behind walls. 
A protective gear “fashion show” will feature the various types of apparel worn in
emergency situations. Plus, Freddie, the junior fire engine, will pay a visit. Don’t miss

the side-by-side room burn (photo) to demonstrate the effectiveness of smoke alarms and residential sprinklers.

For more information, call the Fire Department at (630) 434-5986 or (630) 434-5590
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LEAF REMINDERS
Leaves are considered yard waste and are subject to the following 
guidelines: 

Yard waste must be placed in one of the following:
• 33-gallon biodegradable paper bag 
• 33-gallon unlined can 
• Republic yard waste cart. 

Bags or cans may not weigh more than 50 pounds. Carts or cans used
for yard waste must be clearly marked as such. Contact Village Hall for
YARD WASTE ONLY decals, which are free of charge. 

• Brush and tree branches may not exceed 4 feet in length and 
5 inches in diameter and must be bundled together with jute 
twine or uncoated string. Bundles may not exceed 2 feet in 
diameter, 4 feet in length, and 50 pounds in weight. 

• A garbage/yard waste sticker must be attached to each bag, can 
or bundle.

FALL BACK
Don’t forget to turn the clock back one hour before turning in on
Saturday, November 6. Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on
November 7, 2010. 

CHANGE THE CLOCK, CHANGE YOUR BATTERY!
The Downers Grove Fire Department recommends you change the 
battery in all smoke detectors in your home when you change the time.
A working smoke detector more than doubles your chances of surviving
a home fire. 

PAY PARKING TICKETS ONLINE
If you have received a parking ticket from the Village of Downers
Grove, these may now be paid online. This service is for parking tickets
only and does not include speeding tickets or other traffic citations.
Visit www.downers.us and click on Ticket Pay. 

REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS

IS YOUR BUSINESS THE NEW KID IN TOWN?
If so, Hometown Times wants to hear from you.
For more details, contact Printing and Publications at
(630) 434-5556. New businesses are published as a
service, not as an endorsement by the Village.

New Businesses

AATTII  PPHHYYSSIICCAALL  TTHHEERRAAPPYY  AANNDD  FFIITTNNEESSSS

939 Burlington Avenue

1.630.963.8505

LLEEMMOONN  TTRREEEE  GGRROOCCEERR

5101 Mochel Drive

1.630.969.9869

MMEEMMOORRIIEESS  &&  BBEEYYOONNDD

1400 “C” 75th Street

1.630.271.0610

www.memoriesbeyond.com

Scrapbook Store

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue 

Downers Grove, IL 60515

MMaayyoorr  RRoonn  SSaannddaacckk
Commissioners

Marilyn Schnell, William Waldack, 
Sean Patrick Durkin, Geoff Neustadt, 

Bruce E. Beckman, Robert Barnett

Council Meetings 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tues.-7:00 pm
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency 9-1-1
Village Hall 1.630.434.5500
Communications Department 1.630.434.5550
Community Response Center 1.630.434-CALL (2255)
TDD 1.630.434.5511

Village Hall Hours          
Tues. 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Mon. and Wed. through Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Published by the Village of Downers Grove


