Total Community Development
Be heard.
Shape our future.

Survey Says: “96% Satisfied with the
Quality of Life in Downers Grove.”

Such were the results of the on-line questionnaire completed by over 700
residents prior to the first TCD3 Community Workshop on March 4, 2009.
More than 100 attendees participated in the event held in the cafetorium at
Downers Grove South High School.

Total Community Development (TCD) 3 is the process the Village is using to
identify and review aspects of community life important to Downers Grove
residents and business citizens that will result in recommendations to guide
long-range community planning over the next 10-20 years.

Following welcoming remarks by Mayor Sandack, the workshop was led by
John Houseal of Houseal Lavigne, the consulting firm selected by the Village to
facilitate the TCD3 process. Participants were guided through a series of
questions designed to elicit lists of community-wide issues and concerns.
Working in groups of eight, participants then prioritized and reported out their
findings to the larger audience. Stormwater projects, affordable housing, tax
base erosion and maintaining high quality schools were just a few of the big
picture items discussed.

All of the input received to date is being compiled and will be available soon.
These results will be utilized as the basis for discussion at the TCD3
Neighborhood Meetings scheduled for April 16 and 20, 2009.

(See Page 4)

Community involvement is an integral part of the TCD3 process as
everyone in the Village has a stake in planning for the future of
Downers Grove. Participate in a neighborhood meeting or post your
opinions on the TCD3 website. The link can be found
at www.downers.us.
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MAYOR'S MESSAGE

On February 17, 2009, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), otherwise known as the
federal stimulus bill, was signed into law. The Village has been well-positioned to accept our share of
available stimulus funds since as early as November 2008, when the Village prepared and distributed its
list of Construction Ready Capital Projects. This list was compiled from the Community
Investment Program (CIP), the Village document summarizing all major capital projects planned for
the five year period from 2009-2013. The CIP is reviewed and updated yearly as part of the annual
budget process. You can see the list of our truly shovel-ready projects by visiting the Village's website at
www.downers.us.

Our list of eight, high-priority projects was quickly forwarded to the DuPage Mayors and Managers
Conference and shortly thereafter to state and federal legislators, alerting them to the need for these
vital infrastructure projects. In the time since the stimulus bill was signed, Village staff have been

Mayor
Rain Sg;dack diligently working to prepare the proper documents to apply for these funds and has been following up

with the appropriate agencies.

On December 2, 2008, the Village Council passed the fiscal year 2009 Budget. When it was prepared, the Village had anticipated a
slowing economy. As such, expenses in the General Fund, which funds day-to-day Village operations, were reduced by $700,000,
the third year in a row the Village found ways to be more efficient. General Fund revenues were adjusted downward by $1.4 million
to reflect expected declines from sales tax receipts and the leveling off of fees collected from building permits. Non-personnel
expenses were reduced by 14% or $1.89 million dollars. Thus, in late 2008 your Village Council, with the able guidance of Village
staff, developed and passed a budget that was very lean, yet still provided the necessary services residents require. But that was then.

And this is now, when everyone knows there have been additional negative fluctuations in the nation's economy--drastic and
unprecedented -- since the time the Village's budget was passed and later took effect on January 1, 2009. As residents are forced to
make necessary adjustments to their personal spending and undertake difficult decisions, the Village too must remain prudent and
take inventory of our finances as well. In sum, the Village must spend less.

Recently, Village Manager Dave Fieldman advised the Village Council of immediate changes being implemented in response to the
changing landscape of the economy. While these measures are reactionary and tactical in nature, they are meant to ensure that the
Village operates within its means for the remainder of the year and with minimal impact to public services. It is also a continuing
goal that the Village not dip into reserves unless truly necessary. Staff will continue to report and monitor economic conditions and
respond accordingly.

Expense reductions include the following:
e Reductions in personnel costs including but not limited to, salary freezes, unpaid days off, and a hiring freeze.
e Reduction in contractual services.
e Reduction in vehicle inventory by 4 units. This is in addition to the 10 vehicles that were already cut in the FY 2000 budget.
e Extension of equipment/vehicle replacement cycles.

On the plus side, revenue enhancements are being considered that could contribute $558,000 and Village staff has been an excellent
source of cost saving ideas that are under consideration. Staff truly has stepped up and volunteered their cost-savings ideas,
understanding well that everyone needs to do more with less and look for all cost-savings opportunities.

Soon, preparations will begin for the 2010 budget and Long Range Financial Planning and the Village Council will be faced with
policy decisions that will have long-term effects on the residents of Downers Grove. The Strategic Plan, which will also be
updated during the budget process, will be used to evaluate what services the Village should continue to provide, as well as the best
means to provide them.

On a final note, please remember that it inures to our Village's best interests to keep all sales tax dollars in the community. So please
when at all possible -- Shop IN, Dine IN and invite guests to Stay IN Downers Grove. Best regards.

S




Consolidated Election:
Tuesday, April 7

Downers Grove residents will soon head to the polls to determine who will fill
several vacancies on local governing boards.

Three commissioners on the Village Council will be elected, as well as
the following numbers on other boards:

Park District Board: 2
Downers Grove Grade School District 58: 4
Community High School District 99: 4

As a public service, Downers Grove Cable Television (DGTV) Channel 6 will
broadcast a series of Meet the Candidates blocks. Candidates for each office
were given the opportunity to pre-record a message to voters, up to five minutes in
length. Each Meet the Candidates block will focus on one group and the
candidates running for that office.

Free Paper-
The blocks will begin airing on March 21 and run several times through April 6. o
The DGTV schedule can be found on the Village website at www.downers.us. S h redd | ng Eveni

The Downers Grove Police Department,

o in partnership with Accurate Document
ECI rly VOil ng Destruction, Inc., will be hosting a
| . Paper-Shredding Event on Saturday,

Village Hall will be an early voting site for the April 7, 2009 / Y . April 18, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. until

Consolidated Election. Early voting will take place ) ~g Noon at the Police Department,

Monday, March 16, 2009 through Thursday, April 2, 2009 _825 Burlington Ave. This free service

in the Village Hall Committee Room, 801 Burlington IS l?emg o.ffered to Downers Gro've .

Avenue. If you are a registered voter in DuPage County, residents T ED) effort to prevent identity

you may early vote at Village Hall. theft. Participants I.nust show proof of
Downers Grove residency.

The hours for early voting will be Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

One brown paper bag or banker's box
worth of documents will be shredded
per customer. A bonded and insured

representative of Accurate Document
Contact the DuPage County Election Commission at (630) 407-5600 or Village Destruction, Inc. will use a crosscut

Clerk April Holden at (630) 434-5535 for further information. shredder to render documents beyond

reconstruction. Shredded materials will
be taken to a recycling facility.

Rate Increase for Solid Waste Services B E N T T Bmpm e

often look through unsuspecting victims'
trash in search of discarded documents
containing your name, address or phone
number, as well other personal
information such as Social Security,
bank account or credit card numbers.
People whose identities have been stolen

ARC Disposal has been the Village's provider of solid waste services since March 31,
2008. The Village's three-year agreement with ARC includes gradual price increases to
be implemented on April 1, 2009, as well as April 1, 2010. Rates for stickers and cart
rentals over the length of the contract are as follows:Rental Option 95 gallon cart -
Stickers not required.

April 2008- April 2009- April 2010- can spend months or years trying to
March 2009 March 2010 March 2011 clear their names and restore their credit
Refuse/Yard Waste Sticker price 2.85 $2.96 $3.08 record.
Rental Option 65 gallon cart - Stickers One of the most important things you
&Of ﬁfli'l-‘i;'ed- ' - ; $15.15 $15.76 $16.39 can do is to shred any personal
Ontyyies bdled QUARTERL Y)- documents you wish to discard. Please
Rental Option 95 gallon cart - Stickers mark your calendar and take advantage
not required. $19.70 $20.49 $21.31 of this free service.

Monthly fee (billed QUARTERLY)




TCD3 Neighborhood
Meeting Schedule

Tc n 3 Total Community Development

Be heard.
Shape our future. . =
Thursday, April 16, 2009 7-9 p.m. '
For residents in the following areas:

AREA 1: North of Ogden Avenue to Village limits
American Legion Post 80
4000 Saratoga Avenue,
Downers Grove, IL 60515

AREA 2: South of 63rd Street
to Village limits
El Sierra School
6835 Fairmount,
Downers Grove, IL 60516

Monday, April 20, 2009 7-9 p.m.

For residents in the following areas:

AREA 3: South of Ogden Avenue to the BNSF Railroad Tracks
Herrick Middle School
4435 Middaugh
Downers Grove, IL 60515

AREA 4: BNSF Railroad Tracks South to 63rd Street
Fairmount School
6036 Blodgett, Downers Grove, IL. 60516

Unclear about which meeting to attend?
Visit the TCD3 website at www.downers.us to view
a neighborhood map or call 630.434.5500 for details.

Does Your Business Qualify for a “Facelift’?

The Village Council recently approved the Facade Improvement Program. The program provides dollar-for-dollar
matching funds to improve or preserve building facades. The match will be provided in the form of a reimbursement,
with a maximum of up to $15,000. If, in addition to the facade project, other eligible improvements are made to the
building (such as fire sprinklers, fire alarms, accessibility enhancements, etc.), the maximum reimbursement amount for

these building enhancements will be $40,000.

Eligible properties must be within the boundaries of the Downtown TIF District and consistent with the Downtown
Design Guidelines and the Downtown Pattern Book. For the 2009 fiscal year, $100,000 has been budgeted in
the Downtown TIF Fund for this program.

An application packet, Design Guidelines and Pattern Book can be found on the Village website at www.downers.
For more information, contact Planning Manager Jeff O'Brien at (630) 434-5520 or jobrien@downers.us.




Gypsy Moth Control

A portion of the Village will be
sprayed this spring to help
reduce gypsy moth numbers
and slow their spread. The
Gypsy Moth Aerial Spray Map
(right) shows affected areas that
will be treated in May. Using
low flying helicopters, two
sprayings will take place
approximately one week apart.

The first spray will occur
around the middle of May,
depending on weather
conditions and timing of
caterpillar emergence.

The second application

will follow a week later.
Helicopters will fly just over
the tops of trees and apply a
fine mist of BTK sufficient to
lightly cover the foliage.

BTK is not a pesticide, but
a naturally occurring
bacterium that is not harmful to

Enlarge this map at ww.downers.us

humans, pets, or the environment. Young caterpillars feeding on treated plant
leaves will be killed soon after ingestion.

For more information about the Gypsy Moth, contact Village Forester
Kerstin von der Heide at (630) 434-5475.

Council Says “Yes” to
Notification System

At their February 3, 2009 meeting, the Village Council approved a three-year
agreement with Blackboard Connect, Inc. for the services of a community-wide
notification system.

The Connect-CTY system has the ability to reach all Downers Grove
residences and businesses with a pre-recorded message within 5 to 10 minutes
of activation. The primary form of notification will be by phone; however,
residents and businesses will have the opportunity to register additional devices
on which to be notified and may edit their account information at any time.

The community-wide notification system can be used to alert the entire Village
about an issue or a specific group or area may be targeted. For instance, it
might only be necessary to alert residents of a water shut off within a 2 block
radius of a main break, but not the entire Village. The Village expects that the
system will be operational by May 1.

Easter Egg Hunt
4/4/09 11:30AM - 12:00PM
Fishel Park

Downers Grove

Presented by Kiwanis Club of
Downers Grove
630-325-5220
www.dgkiwanis.org

Come Blow
Your Horn
4/24/09 8:00PM - 9:30PM
4/25/09 8:00PM - 9:30PM
4/26/09 2:00PM - 3:30PM
5/1/09 8:00PM - 9:30PM
5/2/09 8:00PM - 9:30PM
5/3/09 2:00PM - 3:30PM
935 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove
A comedy by Neil Simon,
presented by the Grove
Players. For tickets call
630-415-3683
www.groveplayers.org

CASA Cares 5K

Run/Walk

4/26/09 8:00AM - 10:30AM
67th and Main Street
Downers Grove

Admission: $25
630-221-0889
www.dupagecasa.org

Tails at Twlight
5/8/09 6:00PM - 11:00PM
Dinner/Auction

West Suburban

Humane Society
Admission: $75
630-960-9600
www.wshs-dg.org

Friday Night

Car Show

5/22/09 6:00PM - 9:00PM
Main Street and Curtiss Street
Downtown Downers Grove
630-725-0991
www.downtowndg.org
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Home Fi-r";qShafeiy Checklist

Did you know that more than 80% of fires occur in single
family residential structures?

The Downers Grove Fire Department encourages all
households to use the following checklist to ensure that
their home stays safe from fire hazards.

v" Keep all combustibles at least three feet from any heat source,
especially space heaters.

v Be sure that any candles are extinguished when leaving a room or
before going to bed.

v For smokers: use ashtrays with deep wells and completely
extinguish and douse cigarettes when finished. Never dispose of
cigarettes or ashes in a trash can.

v" Hazardous household projects, such as sweating frozen pipes,
should only be attempted by trained professionals.

¥" Never leave items cooking unattended. If you must leave the
room, turn off the burners.

v Keep ovens clean. Many oven fires are due to the build-up of
grease and spilled food.

v Install smoke alarms on every floor of the home, especially near
the bedrooms.

v" Keep matches and lighters locked up in places where young
children will not be tempted to play with them.

v Dispose of fireplace ashes in metal containers, never in paper bags

or cardboard boxes.
v Ensure that hallways, stairwells, basements, and attics are not
cluttered with stacks of paper, books, clothing or other

combustibles. These all contribute to the fireload.

Contact the Downers Grove Fire Department at (630) 434-5986 if you

would like to schedule a free Home Safety Survey conducted by a

trained professional.

Downers Grove
Officer Named
Heartsaver Hero

Officer Jay Jobnson (2nd from left) with Governor
Pat Quinn. Also pictured (left to right): Ray Marquardt,
Karl Staeblin and Kevin Sievert.

Governor Pat Quinn recognized 22 Illinois citizens for
saving a life using an automated external defibrillator
or AED. The awards were presented at the James R.
Thompson Center in Chicago on February 13, 2009.

Among those honored was Downers Grove police
officer Jay Johnson, who along with others, helped
save the life of Karl Staehlin. On November 14, 2008,
Staehlin was in the parking lot of a local restaurant
when he suffered an apparent heart attack, causing his
foot to hit the accelerator and lodge his car against a
concrete pylon. The front tire began spinning quickly,
producing a tremendous amount of smoke.

Two off-duty firemen, Ray Marquardt of the Orland
Park Fire Protection District and Lisle-Woodridge
firefighter Kevin Sievert, smashed the car window to
pull Staehlin from the car and began performing CPR.
Officer Johnson arrived at the scene equipped with an
AED and administered two shocks. All Downers
Grove police personnel are trained to use an AED and
officers carry a unit with them while on patrol.

As a result of the quick-thinking efforts of these
gentlemen, Mr. Staehlin was in attendance at
the ceremony to thank those who saved him.




Stop For Flashing Red Lights
At The Tracks

The Downers Grove Police
Department reminds motorists
that they must stop for

flashing red lights at all railroad
Crossings in our community.
Once the gates have begun to go
up after the passing of a train, all
motorists must REMAIN
STOPPED until the lights have
stopped flashing.

Driving across the railroad tracks Saved by

while the lights are flashing can
result in a traffic citation being fhe Be"'
issued. The fine for the first offense of disobeying the red flashing lights at a railroad
crossing is $250.00.
Ms. Lauren Pacheco made the
right decision on October 1,
Always play it safe and remember to Look, Listen, and Live! 2008 when she fastened her
seat belt. The Downers Grove
Police Department believes her
decision to buckle-up saved her
. o I life when she was involved in a
S pl‘l ng In'l'O SCIfei'y. rollover crash at the intersection
of Prince Street and Ogden
Avenue. Chief Porter
subsequently nominated her
for the “Saved by the Seat Belt
Club” through the Illinois
Department of Transportation
and National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. Ms.
Pacheco received her award on
December 30th from
Chief Porter.

Spring showers may bring flowers, but they
also bring wet and slippery roads. The
Downers Grove Police Department __.
encourages our residents to enjoy this season e
while taking care to stay safe on the road.

Slow Down. Faster speeds reduce the |
amount of time you have to react to avoid a
collision. Higher rates of speed also increase

the severity of a crash and the likelihood of
serious injury or death. An officer reminds this motorist to slow down.
Traffic crashes can happen any

time, to anyone, on any road.
Many times, whether the vehicle
occupants are injured or killed
depends on their decision to
fasten their seat belts. Please
remember to buckle-up on
every trip, every time.

Wear your seat belt and make sure everyone in your car buckles up on every trip,
every time. All children under the age of eight should be in an appropriate child safety
seat or booster.

Don t drink and drive. Impaired drivers are a factor in 40% of fatal traffic crashes.
Penalties for impaired driving in Illinois are severe. Don't take a chance — choose a
designated driver to make sure that you and everyone that you share the road with get
home safely.

Slow down, buckle-up, and drive sober: Every trip,
every time.




Council Workshops
Council Meetings
Fire, Medical or Police Emergency 9-1-1
Village Hall

Communications Department
Community Response Center 1.630.434-CALL (2255)

REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS

YARD WASTE

ARC Disposal will resume collecting

yard waste on April 1, 2009.

e  Yard waste must be placed either
in 33-gallon, biodegradabale paper
bags, 33gallon cans or an ARC
yard waste cart. Carts or cans used
for yard waste must be clearly
marked. Contact Village Hall for a
free YARD WASTE ONLY decal.

® Bags may not weigh more than
50 pounds.

e Brush and tree branches may
not exceed 4 feet in length and
5 inches in diameter and must be
bundled together with jute twine
or uncoated string. Bundles may
not exceed 2 feet in diameter,

4 feet in length, and 50 pounds
in weight.

e A garbage sticker must be attached
to each bag, can or bundle.

SIREN TESTING

The Village resumed monthly testing
of its emergency sirens on March 3.
Sirens will be tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
through October.

WHERE TO DISPOSE
OF CFL BULBS

Did you know that Ace Hardware
located at 6216 Main St. in Downers
Grove will accept used compact
fluorescent light bulbs (CFL's) for
disposal? There is no fee for this
service, however broken bulbs cannot
be accepted.

NEW BUSINESSES

NOW OPEN

Groveside Flowers and Gifts ................. .Florist

5117 Washington St.
630-969-0031

«......Custom and Semi Custom
Cabinetry & Countertops

Kitchens & Spaces ...
738 Ogden Ave.
630-435-5800
kitchensandspaces@att.net
Suburban Home Care ...................Home Care
5111 Main Street

(2nd floor)

COMING SOON

Capri Ristorante ..................tadlian Restaurant
Worthy Women ............... .Facial and Nail Salon
Allen Lund Company .............. .Freight Company
Larson EyeCenter ......................Eye Center

IS YOUR BUSINESS THE NEW KID IN TOWN? If so, Hometown Times wants to hear
from you. For more details, contact Printing and Publications at 1.630.434.5556. New businesses
are published as a service, not as an endorsement by the Village.

www.downers.us
801 Burlington Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Mayor Ron Sandack
Commissioners
Marilyn Schnell, Martin Tully,
William Waldack, Sean Patrick Durkin,
Geoff Neustadt, Bruce E. Beckman

2nd & 4th Tues.-7:00 pm
Ist & 3rd Tues.-7:00 pm

1.630.434.5500
1.630.434.5550

1.630.434.5511
Village Hall Hours
Tues. 8:00 am to 7:00 pm
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