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Heritage Festival

Issue 2
2009

June 26, 27, & 28, 2009

Rock N Roll
The streets of Downtown Downers Grove are the ultimate urban playground!
Join your friends and neighbors for a rockin’ good time in the heart of the Village.
Family entertainment awaits with a variety of bands, games, rides, food, crafts,
classic cars – enjoy it all!
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FRIDAY, June 26, 2009

Community-Wide

NIGHT RANGER
in Concert

Notification System

Opening Act: 7th Heaven
Beer Garden Stage - Library Parking Lot
(Rain or Shine)
Admission $5.00 at the gate
Gates open at 4:30 p.m.
Showtime 6:00 p.m.

Page 4
Fire Department
Honors 4th Grade
Contest Winners
Page 7

Proof that “(You Can Still) Rock in America”, the founding members of Night Ranger
will perform their hits, “Sister Christian”, “Don’t Tell Me You Love Me”, and “When You
Close Your Eyes”, plus more. A portion of the concert proceeds will benefit the
1846 Blodgett House to restore one of Downers Grove’s oldest houses, which was
a stop on the Underground Railroad. www.1846blodgetthouse.org.
(More Heritage Festival on page 5.)

www.downers.us
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
With the weather finally cooperating, school-year nearly over and people focusing on a coming
busy summer, many may have missed some of the subtle (and not so subtle) service improvements
recently made by your Village in an effort to provide the very best services in an efficient and
cost-effective manner.
As you may know, Long-Range Financial Plan meetings began Tuesday May 19 at Village Hall, the
purpose of which is to develop the long-term financial strategies that will be used as the basis for future
financial decision making. Given the economic realities we are all facing, these meetings are extremely
timely and important. Implementation of this process was identified as a top priority in the 2008-09
Village Strategic Plan.
The process allows the Village Council and Staff to engage in open discussions about the long-term
financial health of the community. There will be multiple opportunities for resident input to build
Mayor
consensus towards solutions and strategies. A schedule of future meetings, as well as summaries of the
Ron Sandack
first two meetings and the related podcasts are available on the Village website, www.downers.us.
Communicating these outcomes to you in a timely manner is important as we hope to conclude the
Long-Range Financial Plan process by August, in time for 2010 budget preparations.
In fact, the ability to communicate quickly to all or portions of the community is the reason for the implementation of several new
outreach tools at Village Hall. The first and most important of these enhancements is the Community-Wide Notification System.
This service allows the Village to contact residents and businesses via telephone, email or text message about important issues
affecting the well-being of our community.
A test message was conducted on Saturday, May 16, 2009 using a database of publicly listed telephone numbers for Downers Grove.
Future messages may contain information and directions regarding emergency situations or important community related issues to
keep you better informed.
If you did not receive a message on your primary telephone, would like to receive future messages at a different phone number, or
wish to add alternate phone numbers and email addresses, you can visit the Village website at www.downers.us and click on the
One Step Notification banner. If you do not have internet access, you can change numbers by calling the Community
Response Center at (630) 434-2255 during regular business hours.
Continuing with our goal of utilizing very inexpensive technology upgrades to improve communication, you can now follow the
Village on Twitter. This free service sends short messages with updates on Village issues, events and links to more information to the
mobile device of your choice. Visit www.downers.us and check out the Top Story on Twitter for more details.
E-News is another easy way to keep up with the Village. This free service provides updates on top stories, events and meeting
notifications. To subscribe, click on the E-News icon on the Village website.
Warmer weather also means its construction season. The Village’s 2009 Roadway Resurfacing project is officially underway and will
continue at various points in the Village until September/October. This $3 million dollar project is funded by Capital and Motor
Fuel Tax funds and will improve seven miles of streets. Resurfacing includes the removal of various depths of existing road surface,
pavement patching, curb and gutter repair, or repaving the surface with asphalt and restoration. A complete list of affected streets
can be found on our website.
There are quite a few more construction projects underway throughout the community as well. Information, including the areas
affected, duration and contact information about all of our construction projects are available under Construction Updates at
www.downers.us. You can also contact the Public Works Department at (630) 434-5460 for more information.
Keeping you better informed about the activities being undertaken by your Village government is important to me and my
colleagues on the Village Council. I invite and encourage everyone to take full advantage of the communication opportunities
available on our website. Of course, if you prefer a friendly voice, a call to Village Hall at (630) 434-5500 is always welcome.
Best regards for a terrific summer. All the best.
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
The Plat Thickens
What’s the story with a Plat of Survey? It’s a document prepared by a certified land
surveyor that depicts a parcel’s existing site layout including all structures, utilities
and roadways in relationship to property lines. It also includes a legal description
of the parcel and the location of any easements. Owners usually receive a copy of
the plat when they close on the property.
Most people never look at it and file it away with all of the other closing papers.
However, it’s a good idea to know its location, especially if you’re thinking about
adding a fence, garage, or other enhancement to your property. A Plat of Survey is
required for many types of building permits issued by the Village.

Solicitation
Regulations
The Downers Grove Police Department
would like to remind residents of the
solicitation regulations in our Village.
Commercial Solicitation is defined as
contact with residents, without an
appointment, for the purpose of selling
for profit any goods, services or articles.

If you are unable to locate your Plat of Survey when you need it, the Village may
have a copy on file. Property owners need to fill out a Freedom of Information Act
form at Village Hall. Upon receipt of this request, we will research our files and
advise you of our finding within seven working days. A nominal fee will be
charged for copying if we have your plat on file.

Non-Commercial Solicitation is contact
with residents, without an appointment,
for the purpose of requesting
contributions (money, property, or
financial assistance) or selling items
for charitable, religious, and
political causes.

The Benefits of Mulch

NOTE : Persons who are only seeking
or giving information (public opinion
polls, political campaigns, pamphlet
distribution) are not defined by the
Village’s ordinance as solicitors.

One of the simplest, least expensive and most beneficial care practices for a tree is
mulching. A 3 to 4 inch layer of organic mulch such as woodchips around the
trunk can enhance root growth, condition the soil with additional organic matter,
moderate soil temperatures,
maintain moisture, and reduce
competition from weeds and
grass. Mulch can be applied
any time of year.
When adding new mulch to an
area where mulch is already
present, check the depth first.
Do not add more mulch if it is
already 4 inches deep. Instead,
rake the existing mulch to
refresh the appearance. Avoid
placing mulch against the tree
trunk for this can lead to
disease and decay problems.
If mulch is already piled against
the trunk, pull it back several
inches so that the base of the
trunk is exposed. The size of
the area being mulched should
extend out to a tree’s drip line
when possible.
Every day of the year, the
Village has free woodchips available for pick up. The fenced site is located on the
north side of Curtiss Street at the intersection of Katrine Street, and is open daily
from dawn to dusk. Residents are welcome to take the amounts they need using
their own transport.

All Solicitors must:
• Apply for a solicitation permit at
Village Hall.
• Wear their identification cards on
their outer garments.
• Honor “No Soliciting” signs.
• Leave the premises when requested
to do so.
• Solicit only during the hours set by
the ordinance: Commercial Solicitors:
Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to
6 p.m., excluding holidays;
Non-Commercial Solicitors: 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. including weekends and
holidays
A solicitation permit issued by the
Village does not constitute any type of
endorsement or verify the applicant’s
credentials. Residents are urged to use
common sense when dealing with any
solicitor, even those displaying a valid
solicitor’s permit. As a reminder, police
strongly advise against inviting any
solicitors into your home.
If you have any concerns about a
solicitor or feel they are in violation of
these regulations, do not hesitate to call
9-1-1 to report the incident.
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MUNICIPAL MATTERS
Register For Community-Wide Notification System
The Village of Downers Grove recently implemented the Connect-CTY community-wide notification
system. The Connect-CTY service allows the Village to record and send personalized voice messages
across the community in just minutes, through a single phone call. Publicly available primary residential
and business phones in Downers Grove have automatically been included in the system.
“This service enhances our current emergency preparedness and response plans, giving us the power to
not only notify residents of time-sensitive situations, but also provide them with important information,
directions and updates,” said Mayor Ron Sandack.
A test call was made on May 16 to all phone numbers in the system. Residents who did not receive the test
call may visit the Village website, click on the One-Step Notification web banner (right) and follow the
prompts to correct your contact information. Residents and businesses are also encouraged to visit the
same link to register additional devices (up to three phone numbers and two e-mail addresses) by which to
be contacted.
Residents without Internet access may correct/add their information by calling the Community Response
Center at (630) 434-CALL (2255). Residents with call blocking services can make sure to receive the Village’s time-sensitive calls by
adding (630) 434-5500 to their approved number list.

Accident Reports Now Available On-Line
The Village of Downers Grove now offers citizens and insurance companies the convenience of obtaining copies of accident reports
on-line. Traffic accident reports filed on or after April 1, 2009 are available for purchase through Tracview, a third party service.
To purchase a report, visit the Tracview website at www.tracview.com
1.
2.
3.

From the Navigation pane, click on Purchase a Report.
Select Illinois on the map, then scroll to Downers Grove Police Department.
Enter the accident occurrence date and report# (i.e. 09412), then click buy.

Accident reports are still available in person for a fee at the Downers Grove Police Department, 825 Burlington Avenue.

Long-Range Financial Plan Meetings
As referenced in Mayor Sandack's message, the public is invited to attend other upcoming Long-Range Financial Plan meetings to
be held in the Village Hall Committee Room, 801 Burlington Avenue, immediately following the Village Council meeting on the
following dates:

July 7, July 21, August 4, August 18
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Festival Eve Thursday, June 25, 2009

DOWNERS GROVE
GARDEN WALK
July 11
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

AMUSEMENT RIDE PREVIEW 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Look for the larger rides on Warren Avenue, north of the tracks from Forest
Avenue to Washington Street and the kiddie rides on Burlington Avenue east
of Main Street to Washington Street. Pay one price of $20.00 on this night
only for unlimited rides.

1032 Maple Avenue
"Hope Among the Flowers"
Come and visit six unique
private gardens.
Admission: $20 per ticket Visit

ROCK WARS 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. On Main Street just north of
Warren Avenue. Put your rocking skills to the test against other community
members in this Guitar Hero contest. Finalists will be competing Thursday
night from preliminary auditions. Sponsored by Best Buy.

www.dgfumc.org/gardenwalk
for ticket information, detailed
garden descriptions and
updates.

What s New at
the Fest?

SIDEWALK SALE
July 22-25

VALET BIKE PARKING
Friday and Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday: Noon - 9:00 p.m.
The Downers Grove Bicycle Club will provide a
free bike valet service at the festival. Volunteer
attendants will keep an eye on your bike until you
return. On Main Street north of the tracks.

Main Street and Curtiss Street
Downtown Downers Grove
630-725-0991
www.downtowndg.org

US PRO BIKE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
August 15
2:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Main Street and Curtiss Street
630-434-5555

Save Some Fun for Later!

www.dgcycling.com

JULY 4 PARADE AND FIREWORKS
12:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Our patriotic parade begins at Main & Warren and
heads north to Downers Grove North High School. Later that evening at
approximately 9:30 p.m., a wonderful array of dazzling fireworks will be
displayed at 75th Street and Lemont Road.

US PRO BIKE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
August 16

For more events, visit: events.downers.us

7:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
WIN A WII GAMING SYSTEM! Register to
win a Nintendo Wii Gaming System by visiting
www.playindownersgrove.org. One lucky
winner will be drawn at the Downers Grove
Heritage Festival on Sunday, June 28, 2009

Calendar of Events

(Continued from Cover)

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Main Street and Curtiss Street

BIKE & BUGGY PARADE: JULY 12, 2009
Kids, decorate your bike, wagon, trike or stroller and meet at 12:45 p.m. on
Burlington between Forest and Main. Parade starts at 1:00 p.m. and heads
south on Main Street to Fishel Park where there will be refreshments
and entertainment.

630-434-5555
www.dgcycling.com
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Summer in the Downtown:
Local Ordinances to Know

Click-It or Ticket in
Downers Grove

What is the Downtown Area?
The Downtown boundaries are generally defined as Maple Avenue to
the south, Franklin Street to the north, Washington Street on the east,
and Forest Avenue to the west.
Due to the high concentration of businesses and volume of vehicular
and pedestrian traffic and parking related issues, there are unique safety
concerns associated with the Downtown. Parents are asked to discuss
the following points with their children:
Skateboarding, Roller-skating, or In-line skating.
This ordinance prohibits the use of skateboards, roller skates, in-line
skates or “any other similar device” (except motorized devices for the
disabled) anywhere downtown or in the Parking Deck, including streets
and private parking lots where the business has signed an agreement for
police enforcement. Prohibited areas will display warning signs.
Officers will take possession of skating devices from juvenile offenders
that have previously been warned about violations of this ordinance.
The devices will be released to the parents of the juvenile offender
once they are no longer needed as evidence.
Bicycle Riding Prohibited on the Sidewalk.
While bicycles are allowed downtown and may be used on the streets,
bike riding is not permitted on any portion of sidewalk or within the
Parking Deck. Bikes must be walked on downtown sidewalks and in
other business areas of the Village.
Parking Deck.
The facility is specifically for parking of vehicles and is not an area
where kids should congregate. The Parking Deck area is closely
monitored by police patrols as well as an internal security system that
includes cameras on each level that are viewed by police personnel
24 hours a day.
Park Closing.
Fishel Park, located Downtown, is closed each day from dusk to
sunrise. This includes the pavilion area of the park.
These ordinances are in place to make the Downtown a safe and
welcome place for everyone. Questions may be directed to
Sergeant Ed Harrison at (630) 434-5612.

6

The Downers Grove Police Department is a
proponent of Illinois’ Seat Belt Laws as statistics
support that buckling up saves lives and can make
the difference between life and death on the road.
As such, our officers regularly enforce these laws.
Illinois Seat Belt Law; Drivers and Passengers
•

•

Each driver and front seat passenger shall
wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat
safety belt.
Each driver transporting a child 8 years of
age or more, but less than 16 years of age,
shall secure the child in a properly adjusted
and fastened seat safety belt or appropriate
child restraint system.

Illinois Child Passenger Safety Protection Act
•
•

All children under the age of eight must be
restrained in an appropriate child safety seat.
The parent or legal guardian of a child under
the age of eight must provide a child safety
seat to any person that transports their child.

Remember to follow the law in
Illinois and buckle-up on every
trip, every time.
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Downers Grove Fire Department Honors 4th Grade
Contest Winners

Mrs. Kahlke s Class
St. Mary of Gostyn School

Mrs. Leff s Class
Pierce Downer School

Mrs. Bre
nnan s
Lester Sch Class
ool

Fire Chief Phil Ruscetti and Mayor Ron Sandack honored 4th grade Learn Not to Burn students at the
May 19, 2009 Village Council meeting. Students were asked to design a tri-fold safety brochure for a
department contest. The brochure will be distributed with Fire
Department programs to educate the community about fire safety
and first aid during the 2009/2010 school year. The three
categories for the contest were Cover Design, Ten Important Fire
Safety Tips, and Five Important First Aid Tips. Each class was
requested to submit one entry representing their entire class.
The 2009 winners are:
Cover Design: Mrs. Kahlke’s Class, St. Mary of Gostyn School
Fire Safety Tips: Mrs. Leff’s Class, Pierce Downer School
First Aid Tips: Mrs. Brennan’s Class, Lester School

Police Department
Maintains Accreditation
The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies (CALEA) granted a second consecutive term of
accreditation to the Downers Grove Police Department.
Chief Robert Porter, Lieutenant Michael Willison, and Public
Education Manager Marion Heintz were in attendance at the CALEA conference to
accept the prestigious award on behalf of the Department.
As part of the accreditation process, CALEA conducted a formal audit in December 2008.
The Department was commended for their excellence in complying with CALEA
standards, the professionalism of personnel, and the high level and quality of law
enforcement services provided to the community. The accredited status will remain in
effect for a three-year period.

Fire Department
Members Honored
for Work at
Hurricane Gustav
Lt. Joseph
Difatta and
Firefighter/
Paramedic John
Stoeber were
honored at the
Downers Grove
Village Council
meeting on Monday, May 19, 2009 for
their work in Louisiana as they assisted
local municipalities in recovery and
response efforts after last August’s
Hurricane Gustav.

SAVE THE DATES!
•
•
•

7th Annual Passport to Safety Day
Saturday, September 19, 2009
Night at the Firehouse
Wednesday, October 7, 2009
15th Annual Fire Service
Silent Parade
Friday, October 9, 2009
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REMINDERS AND OTHER NEWS
LATEX PAINT RECYCLING
Kin-ko Ace Hardware, 6216 Main
Street, Downers Grove, will accept
latex paint for recycling. A small fee
will be charged for the service; $1.50
per quart, $2.50 per gallon, $8.00
per 5 gallon bucket. Call
(630) 968-4355 for more information.

WATER RESTRICTIONS
From May 15 to September 15,
residents are permitted to use
outdoor water based on an even/odd
system. The last digit of an address
determines the day. If an address
ends in an even number, the resident
can water on even numbered
calendar days and vice-versa.

NEW BUSINESSES NOW OPEN

ALLEN LUND COMPANY
5100 Main Street
(630) 241-0774
Freight Company
BLISSFUL SPA
5002A Main Street
(630) 241-4100
Facial and Nail Salon

Outdoor water usage is permitted
between 4 a.m. and 11 a.m. and
4 p.m. and 11 p.m. on your watering
day. If you have questions about the
water restrictions, contact Public
Works at (630) 434-5460.

CAPRI RISTORANTE
5101 Main Street
(630) 241-0695

FOLLOW THE VILLAGE
ON TWITTER

CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY
SOLUTIONS
1247 Warren Avenue
(630) 737-1082
www.thinkcritical.com
Computer technology
consulting

The Village of Downers Grove is now
using Twitter. Registered users can
receive news and information about
the Village.
Visit the Village of Downers Grove
Twitter page at
http://twitter.com/DownersGroveVlg
to get started. If you re already a
Twitter user, login and click the
follow button. If you re new to
Twitter, create an account to begin
receiving our tweets .

KITCHENS & SPACES
738 Ogden Avenue
(630) 435-5800
Kitchensandspaces@att.net
Custom & semi-custom
cabinetry & countertops for every
room in your home or office.
REMEDY
947 Burlington Avenue
(630) 324-6013
Chiropractic Care
Massage Therapy
Acupuncture
Nutrition Consultation
TOSCANA S
ITALIAN RESTAURANT
5001 Main Street
(630) 968-1715

IS YOUR BUSINESS THE NEW KID IN TOWN? If so, Hometown Times wants to hear
from you. For more details, contact Printing and Publications at 1.630.434.5556. New businesses
are published as a service, not as an endorsement by the Village.
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